
               May 4, 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

  
District News  

 

• District Wins $760k Navy Grant for Advanced Coding Initiative:  

   http://www.trschools.com/community/trtechready 

•Toms River PD's Pros vs. Heroes Flag Football Game is May 19:  

   http://www.trschools.com/Community/prosheroes 

• District to Host Jersey Shore SpEd Camp May 12:  

   http://www.trschools.com/community/spedcampmay12 

 

In honor of Teacher Appreciation Day on Tuesday, May 8, 2018, we would like to share an article 

entitled, “The Heart of Teaching:  What It Means to Be a Great Teacher” by Rusul Alrubail 

 

What does it mean to be a great teacher?  Of course credentials, knowledge, critical thinking, and all 

other faculties of intelligence are important.  However, a great teacher should be much more than 

credentials, experience and intelligence. 

What lies in the heart of a great teacher? 

You are Kind 

A great teacher shows kindness to students, colleagues, parents and those around her/him.  My favorite 

saying is “kindness makes the world go around”.  It truly changes the environment in the classroom and 

school. Being a kind teacher helps students feel welcomed, cared for and loved. 

You are Compassionate 

Teaching is a very humanistic profession, and compassion is the utmost feeling of understanding, and 

showing others you are concerned about them.  A compassionate teacher models that characteristic to 

the students with her/his actions, and as a result students will be more open to understanding the 

world around them. 

You are Empathetic 

Empathy is such an important trait to have and to try to develop in ourselves and our students.  Being 

able to put yourself in someone’s shoes and see things from their perspective can have such a powerful 

impact on our decisions and actions. 

You are Positive 

Being a positive person, is not an easy task.  Being a positive teacher is even harder when we’re always 

met with problems with very limited solutions.  However, staying positive when it’s tough can have 

such a tremendous positive impact on the students and everyone around us.  Looking on the bright side 

always seems to help make things better. 

You are a Builder  

A great teacher bridges gaps and builds relationships, friendships, and a community.  Teachers always 

look to make things better and improve things in and outside of the classroom.  Building a community is 

something a great teacher seeks to do in the classroom and extends that to the entire school and its 

community. 

You Inspire  

Everyone looks at a great teacher and they want to be a better teacher, they want to be a better 

student, even better, they want to be a better person.  A great teacher uncovers hidden treasures, 

possibilities and magic right before everyone’s eyes. 

 

To all our dedicated teachers at Cedar Grove Elementary, we wish you a happy Teacher 

Appreciation Day. 

 

 

 

http://www.trschools.com/community/trtechready
http://www.trschools.com/Community/prosheroes
http://www.trschools.com/community/spedcampmay12


 

Three of our Cedar Grove Band students were chosen to represent our school at the South Jersey Band 

Festival this past weekend.  Congratulations to Jack Crowley, Mert Fat and Christian Valeo for this 

honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

• Spring Concert May 22, 2018 7:00 p.m. * Please note the corrected date 

• School Closed in observance of Memorial Day – May 28, 2018 

• Project Expo May 30, 2018 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

• ESL Family Night at Walnut Street Elementary School 6:00 p.m. May 30, 2018 

• Early dismissal for students – Professional Development for Staff 1:55 p.m.  June 8, 2018 

• 5th grade BBQ June 19, 2018 

  

 

Proud Patriots, 

 

Jeffrey D. Ryan 

Principal 
 
 

 

The mission of Cedar Grove Elementary is to grow our students into respectful, curious and 

productive citizens. 

 

To achieve this mission we commit to: 

 

1.    Model and teach the elements of respect within an environment of civility. 

2.    Engage students in educational experiences grounded in best practice and  

       high standards. 

3.    Engage peers and students in a collegial learning environment which  

       prioritizes continued growth within the challenge of a changing world. 

4.    Support families and the community in encouraging students to reach their  

       full potential. 


