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February 16, 2018 

 

Dear Toms River Regional School Community members:  

 

In the wake of the tragic school shooting in Florida I would be remiss if I didn't speak on behalf 

of our Board of Education and entire team to express our heartache and compassion for those 

affected by such a horrific event.  Additionally, I want to assure you that we remain vigilant 

within our own schools in terms of the safety and wellbeing of our children and each other.   

 

I've observed firsthand how our children and staff react to school emergencies and/or drills.  I am 

always reassured and impressed by the steadfast adherence to the procedures that we have all 

trained for on multiple occasions and the responsiveness of our local law enforcement agencies.   

In addition to those safety systems and procedures we currently have in place, we are always 

working to enhance and improve upon those systems and have included a number of safety and 

security enhancements within our upcoming referendum projects. What’s always reassuring is 

that we have an excellent working relationship with our law enforcement agencies that is 

unparalleled in terms of communication, support and response. 

 

With this said and despite of all the advance preparation, we continue to reinforce the following 

with our staff and students:  

 

 Always practice universal precautions each day regardless of what is taking place around 

us and therefore “never let your guard down.”   

 Keep all exterior doors closed and locked at all times and remind students never to let 

anyone in any of the doors accessing our schools no matter how familiar or friendly they 

may appear.  

 All visitors must enter through the designated main entrance, where once they have been 

fully vetted by the assigned staff member/s they are required to immediately report to the 

main office. If visiting an area within the school, guests are required to sign in and are 

then provided with an identification badge.  

 Suspicious persons, vehicles and/or concerning behaviors that are observed within and/or 

outside of our schools are immediately reported to teachers and administrators so that 

appropriate actions and notifications are taken. 

 If a student is exhibiting concerning behaviors, experiencing personal trauma, emotional 

distress, or the like, they are immediately referred to our licensed in house professionals 

whereby the appropriate and timely referrals and interventions take place.  If deemed 

necessary and/or if a child presents a risk to himself/herself or others, the student is 

immediately referred to the appropriate mental healthcare provider for a comprehensive 



evaluation by licensed professionals.  Police may be notified if warranted.  The referred 

student cannot return to school until they have been clinically cleared.  Upon their return 

to school they are referred to the Intervention and Referral Services Committee and/or the 

child study team where an action plan is implemented based on clinical 

recommendations.  

 

The foregoing is not intended to cause alarm or to create unnecessary worry, but rather to 

assure you of the proactive measures that currently exist and the ongoing efforts to 

review and improve upon what is currently in place as necessary.  Let’s continue to work 

as community partners with an awareness and vigilance that ensures our safety and the 

safety of others.  

 

Rest assured that above all else, the safety and wellbeing of our children and each other is 

our most important priority.  

 

Sincerely,   

    
David M. Healy   

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 


