
Dear East Dover Families, 

We are proud to announce this year’s Techer of the 
Year and Educational Professional of the Year for 
East Dover. We are lucky to have the following 
dedicated and compassionate individuals working 
with our children here East Dover. 

Teacher of the Year- Mr. Michael Ritacco is a 5th 
grade teacher at East Dover Elementary School. He 
began his career 21 years ago as a third grade teach-
er before moving to sixth grade. When the district 
decided to place the sixth grade into the middle 
school setting 15 years ago, Mr. Ritacco chose to 
switch grades once again to fifth. This was not a 
difficult decision because he wanted to remain part 
of the East Dover family. 

Mr. Ritacco graduated with a degree in History 
from William Paterson University. He continued his 
education obtaining his teaching certification from 
Stockton University. After ten years of teaching, 
Mr. Ritacco went back to school and obtained his 
degree in Administration and Supervision. Mr. 
Ritacco always enjoyed teaching his students Sci-
ence and wanted a stronger background in the sub-
ject area. He went back to school once again and 
received his Science Certification from Steven’s 
Institute of Technology. 

When Mr. Ritacco is not at school he enjoys spend-
ing time at home with his wife Jodi, who is also and 
elementary school teacher, and his two children, 
Jacob and Eva. He loves working outdoors in the 
summer, movie night with the family, and biking 
with the kids on the boardwalk.  

Educational Professional of the Year- Dana Weber is a Learning Disabilities Teacher Consultant at East Dover Elemen-
tary School on the Child Study Team. She was a student here at EDE and a graduate of High School North. She gradu-
ated from Georgian Court University with her Bachelor’s degree in Special Education, and LDTC certification. She 
pursued a Master’s of Science degree from Nova Southeastern. 

Mrs. Weber began her career as a Special Education Teacher and Mainstream Consultant at Martin County School Dis-
trict in Florida. After relocating back to her home state, she worked as an LDTC at Beachwood Elementary, Pine Beach 
Elementary, the Early Learning Center, where she implemented various reading programs, and inclusion opportunities. 
Presently, she is employed at East Dover Elementary. Her vision is for each student to focus on their strengths to help 
them succeed through their challenges, each and every day. 

Mrs. Weber lives in Island Heights with her husband, Rolf, three children, Arianna (14), Anthony (13) and Ava (2) and 
two dogs, Arnold and Max. She enjoys outdoor activities, and spending time with family and friends.  

 

 



 

Please save your Greek yogurt cups!  There will be a container in the front lobby to collect rinsed out cups for our plant 
sale and Makerspace.  We will be collecting through 
March!  

The First Graders are sponsoring a “Soup”er Bowl Chal-
lenge from Monday, 1/29/18 to Friday 2/2/18.  We are 
asking for donations of canned soup which will be donat-
ed to the Peoples Pantry.  Students who would like to par-
ticipate are asked to place their cans in either the EA-
GLES  or   PATRIOTS    baskets by the Main Office.  At 
the end of the week, Mr. Gray will announce East Dover’s 
“Soup”er Bowl winning prediction. THANKS FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT! 

The ED First Graders 

 

 

Beat the Winter Blues… 

Let’s have a Luau! 

On February 8th, East Dover is “Going  Hawaiian!”  Purchase a Hawaiian Lei for $1 to dress your child for the fun.  In 
addition to wearing their lei, 

students are invited to wear other Hawaiian clothing to celebrate.  All proceeds of this sale will go to the East Dover 
PBSIS Team for future activities and events. 

Please turn in your completed order form no later than February 2nd. 

 

 

Spotlight on Pre-K: 

We’ve been having a blast in Preschool!  We are continuing to learn our letters 
and the sounds they make as well as a variety of words that begin with the let-
ters we’re studying.  We’ve also been working on our numbers by practicing 
counting in a variety of settings, including our daily calendar.  

For Science, we have been learning all about winter and hibernation. We’ve talked about the different types of weather 
that occurs during the winter months and how cold it gets, especially when it snows!  We’ve also talked about where 
many different animals go and how they survive during these cold months.  The students have loved this and been sur-
prised about some of the animals that hibernate.  While learning all about these important things, we’ve been able to 
make lots of fun projects and do some exciting interactive activities, like pretending to hibernate ourselves!  We can’t 
wait to learn about and make predictions for Groundhog Day! 

Have a great weekend! 

Mr. Gray 

 


