
Responsibility is fostered by allowing children a voice and wherever indicated a choice in matters that affect them. - Haim 
Ginott 

Dear Parents, 

Our district has been working tirelessly to restore the loss of funding that will drastically affect every student in our community. Governor 
Murphy, Senator Sweeney and others associated with Senate Bill S2 have overall been unresponsive to our reasonable re-
quests.      Our Goal: Flood Trenton with 16,000 little voices of Toms River Schools.   

Inaction is not an option.  Every child in the district is writing a letter to Governor Murphy and Senator Sweeney requesting support for 
our funding. 16,000 little voices will be heard!  We are imploring you to match your child’s letter by writing one of your own! 
Please consider the ways that your child will be affected.   
  

 Does your child dream of one day playing on an intermediate and/or high school sports team? 

  

 Do you dream of your child attending a college that expects active involvement in extracurricular activities? 

  

 Do you appreciate your child learning in a classroom setting with a reasonable number of students? 

  

 Does your child depend on courtesy busing? 

  

You can send your letter to school with your child. Children who bring in a letter from a parent and any other family member or friend 
will receive a token of appreciation from their school administration.  The more letters, the better!  Our hope is to multiply our 16,000 
letters by 2 or 3! 
Mr. Healy and several small ambassadors will bring these plentiful sacks of letters with them to the April 10th budget hearing. There-
fore, all letters are due by Monday, April 8th. Mr. Healy has approved this initiative and knows he has the full support of our staff and 
students. 
We have heart, focus, and the needs of our children at the forefront.  Let’s show Trenton what Toms River is made of!   
With appreciation,  
Toms River Regional Schools Staff and Administration  
EXAMPLE LISTED BELOW: 

[Funding facts offered below. Feel free to customize. Remove all bracketed info before printing!] 
Dear New Jersey state leader:  
[Introduce yourself, identifying your role as a teacher, parent, student, etc.] I represent [what group? Ex. 2400 staff members, 15,500 students, over 
30,000 parents, more than 110,000 community members 76,000 of whom are registered voters…] in Toms River and its surrounding communities. 
Because of school funding cuts from Senate Bill S2, [briefly state how this will impact you/your family/community. Ex. I may lose my job, I will see 
fewer educational opportunities, my property values will likely fall...] 
  
While our leaders in Trenton assured us that the funding formula and Bill S2 would not create any “losers,” both are, in fact, being wielded to dis-
mantle schools around the state. In this coming year more than 80 staff positions in our schools are being eliminated. Funding for supplies and extra-
curriculars is being reduced, and non-mandated programs like full day kindergarten are being considered for elimination.  If state aid reductions con-
tinue as planned, they will total over $83 million cumulatively, requiring 400 positions to be cut. The impact will change not only our schools but our 
towns for generations to come. 
  
Even before these drastic cuts, our district has had its challenges. Our county has one of the largest concentrations of opioid overdoses, foreclosures, 
and homelessness. (We also have the highest number of veterans in any NJ county.) Our low income population has doubled in the past decade and 
special education populations continue to rise, with related exorbitant costs. And we were the region hardest hit by Superstorm Sandy, from which we 
are still recovering financially and emotionally. 
  
Toms River Regional Schools has a demonstrable track record of fiscal responsibility. We have the 2nd lowest cost per pupil of almost 100 large NJ 
schools. We operate $37 million under adequacy. Despite that, we have won awards for character-building, QSAC, Advanced Placement equity, full 
day kindergarten, and other programs. We have aggressively and successfully pursued grants, sponsorships, and partnerships (which can only go so 
far). We are recognized leaders in STEAM, problem based learning, makerspaces, computer science for all, and social-emotional learning. Our staff 
share resources and run workshops for other districts and communities across the state and beyond. 
  
The funding formula and S2 are pitting district against district and student against student. Worst of all, the formula is based on false numbers and 
miscalculations. Districts hide property wealth through PILOTs and by not re-evaluating property values for decades. Why are all of these factors not 
considered in state funding allocations? How about districts that spend far more per pupil with far less to show for it? Why punish districts for effi-
ciency? 
As a member of the NJ legislature, you have the power to do the right thing. You inherited a formula that even your own comptroller said was flawed 
from the beginning. By taking immediate action you will support all children in the state and prevent a legacy of irreparably harming real lives and 
communities. Please freeze all budget cuts for the coming school year so we can all survive to work this out another day. Toms River Regional staff 
and students, and the future of my community and its families, are in your hands. 
  
Sincerely,   
{YOUR NAME} 
 

 


