
October 2010 
 
 
Dear Raiders: 
 
All school districts in the state of New Jersey observe School Violence Awareness Week from October 18 - 
20. Although we are vigilant throughout the year in promoting safety and preventing violence, we focus on 
these goals with extra emphasis during the 3rd week of October.  This year, each of our students will be 
reminded in class of the importance of school safety, with a particular emphasis in making sure our entire 
student body is aware of the detrimental effects of bullying, harassment, and intimidation.  In addition to 
promoting awareness of the adverse effects these types of behaviors have upon the victims, we will also 
increase awareness of the consequences – both legally and from a school perspective – upon the 
perpetrators. 
 
In our school district there are a number of programs and services that focus on developing and maintaining 
an atmosphere in each and every school that is safe and conducive to learning. Yet with all of the personnel 
and programs available to keep our students and staff safe, the single most important variable in promoting 
student safety is you - our students. With that in mind, we ask all of you to continue to do all in your power to 
treat one another with kindness and respect and to go about or to seek help in resolving problems in a 
peaceful manner. 
 
 There are numerous policies in our school district ”Code of Student Conduct” designed to promote student 
safety. As you are aware these policies are referenced in your school handbooks and can be found in their 
entirety on our school district web-site, and, in some cases, on our school site. With October earmarked as 
School Violence Awareness week, I ask you to pay particular attention to the “Toms River Board of 
Education Policy on Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying,” an extremely important policy. This policy 
establishes the expectations for student behavior and also delineates the consequences for inappropriate 
behavior. At this time we ask our students to once again review this policy and to dedicate all of your efforts 
to creating an atmosphere in our schools that is both safe and conducive to learning, welcoming for all 
students. 
 
In line with the importance of student and school safety, we will continue to require our students to wear 
their High School East student ID cards, as we believe this is a tremendous asset in maintaining the safety 
and security of our schools.  Additionally, we remind all students that we have 2 safety officers here at High 
School East, Mrs. Baumeister and Mr. Kayler.  Their sole responsibility is safety, and we encourage 
students to report any potential problems or concerns to them.  Additionally, High School East is fortunate to 
have Officer Peter Sundak here each day, a tremendous resource for all staff and students. 
 
Fire drills will continue to be held each month, and in compliance with recently changed state laws, we will 
also have additional school safety drills. We have plans in place for any other emergency situation – 
including a plan for a school-wide lockdown, as well as a full school evacuation.  The purpose and protocol 
regarding these drills will be reviewed, so that we will all be prepared in the event of an emergency. 
 
While safety is paramount every day of the school year, October is the month designated for a statewide, 
concerted effort to ensure that our school provides the safest environment possible.  Please make sure that 
you, the students, help us to achieve this goal. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Baldi 
 
 



 
 


