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  Raider Teacher of the Year: 

Mr. Cohen 
By: Miranda Greenberg and Kaitlin Lord 

March is Youth Art Month. Youth Art Month is an annual 

observance to emphasize the value of art education for all youth and to 

encourage support for quality school art programs. Grades kindergarten 

through 12th participate in Youth Art Month. It is a wonderful 

opportunity to share with the community, the artistic talents of our 

students, as well as the benefits and necessity of arts education in all of 

our schools. Youth Art Month showcases the excellent visual arts 

education being provided throughout the state of New Jersey. 

Student art work from the Toms River Regional Schools was 

exhibited at the Toms River branch of the Ocean County Library. 

Various students from all four East art classes were chosen to display 

their artwork, as well as other students from the other Toms River 

Schools. The Toms River branch of the Ocean County Library 

showcased the Youth Art Month art on Monday, March 4th.  

“There was a reception for the artists, their families, and 

teachers on March 4th at 6:30 p.m, with certificates given to the 

participating artists,” art teacher, Mrs. Seeland said.  

Elementary students showcased their artwork downstairs, and 

intermediate and high school student artwork was located upstairs. It 

was a great night for the arts!  
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Above is a picture by senior Jaclyn DeMola. 

 Raider excellence is a quality that not only the students possess, but the faculty and staff possesses as well. Each school 

year, the teacher who represents East in a positive and well rounded way is selected for the honor of High School East Teacher of the 

Year. The Teacher of the Year panel consists of the administrators and previous Teachers of the Year. The process starts by the 

faculty and staff submitting nominations and then the committee holding a meeting to narrow down their selections which ultimately 

lead to the Teacher of the Year. On Friday, March 1st, Mrs. Baldi proudly announced the Teacher of the Year for the 2012-2013 

school year. The honor was awarded to history teacher, Mr. Kevin Cohen. 

 Mr. Cohen has been teaching at High School East for 14 years. Before teaching, Mr. Cohen studied at Rowan University, 

double majoring in history and education. Mr. Cohen was “very surprised and humbled” upon hearing he was awarded the title of 

Teacher of the Year. He said that the students at East motivate him because “they strive to do well at the AP level and it makes me 

want to be a better teacher.”  

 In addition to teaching, Mr. Cohen is the advisor for the History Club and the head coach for the Lady Raider basketball 

team. To add to his already successful year,  Mr. Cohen also reached a milestone of 100 wins during this past coaching season.   

 Mr. Cohen’s ultimate goal when teaching is, “to have my students understand the importance of history as well as succeed 

and be prepared as best they can for the AP Exam.” Therefore, Mr. Cohen devotes a lot of his time to his students, including teaching 

what students need to know, and preparing them for their AP Exam.  

 Many students and staff have stopped by Mr. Cohen’s room to congratulate him on this prestigious honor. His students are 

very proud and excited for his win. “I feel very honored to have received this award.”  
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Raider News 

 Guidance News 
By: Lindsey DeRosa 

 Environmental News 
By: Kaitlin Lord 

  Winter Formal 
By: Michele Nann 

 Spring is just around the corner! Here are a few 

environmental tips for springtime: 

1.  Hang dry your laundry. 

2. Start a compost pile. 

3. Ride your bike instead of driving. 

4. Plant a garden. 

5. Turn the lights off when you leave a room. 

6. Go outside instead of being on the computer. 

7. Always recycle your bottles and cans. 

8. Use reusable shopping bags instead of plastic 

ones.  

9. Turn off the water while brushing your teeth. 

10. Take a shower instead of a bath. 

11. Use dish rags instead of paper towels. 

12. Unplug your phone charger when not in use. 

13. Instead of using plastic bottles, use a reusable 

water bottle. 

14. Don’t idle your car when not in use. 

15. Take your car to a car wash that recycles 

water. 

 If you are interested in volunteer opportunities please see Mrs. 

Gabler.  

 Please visit the career board in the Guidance Office for 

information on different careers. 

 Any student who is interested in attending a College Fair at First 

Energy Park on May 2nd must sign up in the Guidance office by 

Friday, April 19th. You will also receive a free ticket to enjoy the 

baseball game that night against the Charleston RiverDogs. 

 The New Jersey Biology Competency Test is on May 21st and 

22nd.  

 Juniors - The SAT is on May 4th and June 1st. Visit 

www.collegeboard.com for registration & practice tests. 

 Seniors - Scholarships are still available. Please visit the HSE 

Guidance website for additional information. Please inform your 

Guidance Counselor of your final college decision. 

Winter Formal was a success! The sophomore class did an 

awesome job putting together the “New York” theme and everyone felt 

like they were in New York. Pictures were taken throughout the night by 

a professional photographer. The pictures will be sent to homerooms 

shortly.  At the end of the night the Winter Formal Prince and Princess 

Steven Cudia and Katie Garrigan were crowned. Everyone had a great 

time.  

 “It was a great fundraiser for the sophomore class and we look 

forward to hosting junior prom,” sophomore class advisor Ms. Fitzgerald 

said 

Winter Formal Prince and Princess Steven 

Cudia and Katie Garrigan. 

  Computer Science 
By: Michele Nann 

 The Science League is a competitive team that consists of 

about 20-30 members. The Science League typically meets once a 

month. Each month when they meet, they compete against various 

schools in New Jersey. Members of the Science League are given a 

challenging test and try to achieve the highest possible score. Different 

members take a test respective to a certain science. These tests are 

multiple choice and can contain very vigorous questions. Although it is 

challenging, it can be very rewarding in the end.  

 “The AP Chemistry Team placed in the Ocean County 

Competition this past Thursday,” Ms. Applegate said.  

 East wishes the Science League the best of luck this year! If 

any students have any further questions or interest in the Science 

League, please contact Ms. Applegate for more details.  
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Raider News 

Mr. TRE Preview  
By: Miranda Greenberg 

Student Council News 
By: Michele Nann 

-Any student wishing to participate in the Congressional Award 

Program should come to Guidance for more information. This 

program is open to all students 14 years and older who wish to 

build their community service hours. 

-Any Raider looking for a part-time job should come to Guidance to 

get a list of current job openings in our community. 

-The Living History Club and the Freshman Class are sponsoring 

the Third Annual Paintball Challenge at Cousins Paintball on 

Saturday, April 20th. This is a Freshmen Fundraiser. This year the 

seniors and the freshmen will face off against the juniors and 

sophomores for bragging rights! Space is limited, so sign up as 

soon as possible. For more info, see Mr. Sciarappa in E7B or Mr. 

Knight in E3C.  

-Having trouble with math? Struggling with history? Come to the 

Media Center from 1:45-2:25 after school for help from the NHS 

tutors. They will be more than glad to help you with any questions 

you may have. 

-Attention All Students! Have you pre-ordered your 2013 yearbook 

yet? Now is the time. Yearbook order forms can be picked up in 

W29 or the Main Office. Pre-order your yearbook now before they 

sell out. 

-On April 6th, there will be a benefit for helping families with 

animals affected by Super Storm Sandy here at HSE at 7:00 p.m. It 

will be a night of stand up comedy and gift auctions, vendors, and 

more. See flyers posted in the hallways for information to purchase 

tickets. This is hosted by “A Lil Bit of Love Rescue”.  Please come 

out for some fun and to help the cause. See Ms. Patterson if you 

have any questions. 

-The annual Talent Expo 2013 was held on Friday, March 15th at 7 

p.m. sponsored by the HSE Chorus.  

-Mrs. Morrissey and Mr. Cicalese hosted another ski trip on 

February 10th. Forty-six students attended the ski club trip to 

Belleayre Mountain, NY. “Conditions were great with eight inches 

of fresh snow under sunny skies. Lift lines were minimal which is 

always a plus,” Mrs. Morrissey said.  

Senior- Matt Kalinowski: 

-The annual Prom Fashion Show was held on March 7th, at 

6:30 p.m. The models had a chance to strut down the 

runway and show off the latest fashion for this year’s prom 

season. Cool prizes and raffles were also given out.  
-Senior events are being planned such as Senior Prom, 

Senior Night, and graduation.  
-Mr. TRE is May 9, 2013. 

Junior- Amanda Braaten: 

-Graduation banners are still for sale. You can pick up the 

order forms in E3B. The banners are $55.  
-The pretzel and cookie sale sold 78 boxes. They’re still 

for sale and are $16 each.  
-Junior Prom is May 18, 2013. The color scheme is silver, 

turquoise, and white. 
-“Kiss a Senior Goodbye” is starting to be planned for 

graduation.  

Sophomore- Bob Gray: 

-The Winter Formal was a success. Great job! 

-Raider rags just came in. 

-Field Day will be planned soon. 

Freshman- Jenna Platen:  

-The Surf Taco fundraiser was a success. The freshman 

class raised almost $200. Thank you to all who came to 

support the freshman class.  

-Paintball Tournament is coming up on April 20th. Get 

your teams together and see a freshman class member for 

more details. 

-The Student vs. Faculty volleyball game is being planned 

out for the spring. 

Mr. TRE is almost here! This year, Mr. TRE will be 

held on May 9th in the Student Center. There are currently 

twenty-six seniors signed up for the event, but there is no set 

number of actual contestants yet. Practice dates are April 

16th, 23rd, 25th, 30th, and May 2nd, 6th, 7th, and 8th. 

 In order to compete, contestants needed to have 

their signed permission slips handed in by March 1st. As 

planning progresses, there will be more information about 

Mr. TRE. See Ms. Calicchio and Mr. Dishon for more 

information or if you have any questions. Good luck to 

everyone who is participating! 

 News Briefs 
By: Rhodasia Harris  
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Ice Hockey  
By: Morgan Orozco 

Girls Track  
By: Nicolette Faragalli  

Boys Swimming  
By: Miranda Greenberg 

Boys Track 
By: Kaitlin Lord 

Girls Swimming 
By: Michele Nann 

Girls Basketball 
By: Lindsey DeRosa 

Boys Basketball 
By: Rhodasia Harris  

Girls Bowling  
By: Miranda Greenberg 

Wrestling 
By: Jackie Rubino 

Winter Sports Wrap Up 

Chess 
By: Lindsey DeRosa  

Cheerleading 
By: Kaitlin Lord  

Coaches: Mr. Cerbone and Mr. Klaslo. 

Captains: Tom Gurskis, Eddy 

Kaminsky, and Kyle Stanley. 

Season Highlight: “We had a strong 

performance at the county meet,” Mr. 

Cerbone said. 

Coaches: Mr. Trumble, Mr. Roth, and 

Mr. Sandberg. 

Captains: Tristan Gieger, Brandon 

Goodwin, Gilligan Greenlow, Jeremy 

Nelson, Kyle Smyth, Chandler Stryker, 

and Anthony Tobia. 

Season Highlights: Third place at the 

Ocean County Relays and third place at 

the Ocean County Championships. 

Coach: Ms. Clark 

Captains: Jessica Petrecca and Jessica 

Westervelt. 

Highlights: A couple of girls scored over 

200 in their games, beating High School 

South and Lacey. We also had a fun 

senior day. 

Coaches: Mr. Reid, Mr. Allocca, Mr. 

Taylor, Mr. Iachabine, and Mr. Diaz. 

Captains: Armando Leonor, Rich Lewis, 

and Antonio Morales. 

Season Highlights: Although not reflected 

in team titles or wins, it was enjoyable to 

have a room of athletes who were 

committed to getting better with each 

passing day. This was apparent by 

performances of Yoseph Borai and 

Armando Leonor who medaled at the 

District 24 Champs. Richie Lewis took 

home the gold in dominating fashion. 

Congratulations to senior Richie Lewis 

who placed 3rd in the State Championships 

on March 10th. 

Coaches: Ms. Digiore and Ms. Tiazkun.  

Captains: Jaclyn DeMola, Olivia Iwaniuk, 

Jillian Jones, and Jackie Rubino. 

Season Highlight: “Bonding as a team and 

accomplishing major goals for the season,” 

said Ms. Digiore.   

Coaches: Ms. Schultz, Ms. Hand, and 

Mr. Dirk. 

Captains: Liz Kolesar, Kat Lamberti, 

Ally Pruchnik, Julia Schuler, Alexa 

Squirini, and Karina Wolff. 

Season Highlights: The team finished 

6th at the Indoor State Sectional, the 

sprint medley team of Ally Pruchnik, 

Sam Bombardiere, Karina Wolff, and 

Alexa Squirini qualified for the Indoor 

National Championships as well as 

Alexa individually for the 800m.  

Coaches: Mr. Cohen, Mrs. Anders, Ms. Zak, 

and Ms. Coppinger. 

Captains: Kristen Kennedy, Lindsay Shore, 

and Marykate Sullivan. 

Seasons Highlights: Winning 18 games, 

beating Cherokee in states, Kristen Kennedy 

tieing her single season record in steals with 

126, as well as breaking her career record in 

steals with 297. Also Marykate Sullivan 

broke the career free throw percentage with 

76% (156/205). 

Coaches: Mr. Konopka, Mr. Weber, Mr. 

Dempsey, and Mr. Goodman. 

Captain: David Lewis. 

Season Highlights: “We upset #3 seeded 

Manchester in the WOBM tournament. 

Senior Dave Lewis made the WOBM 

Christmas Classic all tournament 2nd 

team. The boys gave their best effort and 

competed in every game," head coach Mr. 

Konopka said. 
Coaches: Mr. Scallon and Mr.Koenigstein. 

Captains: Angelica Baricko, Katie Gillen, 

Brittany Hammell, and Amanda Udes. 

Season Highlights: “We finished in the 

top five at counties. Both our freestyle 

relays were top eight in Shore Conference. 

But the biggest highlight for me was seeing 

a lot of our younger girls gain experience 

which will help our team over the next 

couple of years,” Mr. Scallon said. 

Coach: Ms. Hartman. 

Captains: Sam Borai. 

Season Highlights: Securing first place 

in the Southern Division of the Shore 

High School Chess League by beating 

High School South 5-0. 

 Coaches: Mr. Kocenski, Mr. Morrison, 

and Mr. Zipfel. 

Captains: Charlie Mule and Mike 

Starace. Assistant captains Anthony 

Deblasio and Dan Hyde. 

Season Highlights: “We finished the 

season 11-10-3 and qualified for the 

state tournament for the first time since 

the 2006-2007 seasons,” Mr. Kocenski 

said. “Other accomplishments for this 

season were junior Charlie Mule and 

senior Michael Starace hitting the 100 

point milestone for their careers and 

winning our opening round State 

Tournament game with a 9-2 win over 

Hackensack.  
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 Sports Preview  

Boys Bowling  
By: Rhodasia Harris 

Weightlifting  
By: Morgan Orozco 

Boys Lacrosse 
By: Miranda Greenberg  

Boys Track 
By: Lindsey DeRosa  

Boys Golf 
By: Kaitlin Lord  

Girls Track 
By: Nicolette Faragalli  

Softball 
By: Kaitlin Lord 

Girls Golf 
By: Morgan Orozco  

Boys Tennis 
By: Jackie Rubino 

Girls Lacrosse 
By: Nicolette Faragalli 

Baseball 
By: Michele Nann  

Coaches: Mr. Peters, Mr. J. Shore, Mr. P. 

Shore, and Mr. Gudzak. 

Seniors: Peter Cagno, Anthony Correia, 

Kyle Diiorio, Mike Ford, Nolan Gottshall, 

Brandon Harrington, Matt Kalinowski, 

Chris Kiszka, Zack Roselli, Nick Stafford, 

and Dan Unger. 

Toughest Competition: Montgomery and 

Southern. 

Coach: Mr. Signorino. 

Senior: Kayla Avallone. 

Toughest Competition: Toms River 

North, Central, and Lacey. 

Coaches: Mrs. Schwartz, Mrs. Dziedzic, 

Mr. Kanarkowski, Ms. Olsen, and Ms. 

Coppinger.  

Seniors: Casondra Anderson, Sarah 

Bencivenga, Jodi Bruno, and Jordan 

Weed 

Toughest Competition: Immaculate 

Heart Academy, Calvery Academy, 

Middletown South, St. John Vianney, 

Toms River South, and Toms River 

North. 

Coaches: Ms. Schultz, Ms. Hand, Mr. 

Scallon, and Mr. Dirk. 

Seniors: Anna Alio, Taylor Backer, 

Carlie Cattafi, Danielle Ciufia, Brianna 

Diskin, Celine Evans, Katie Frank, Kat 

Lamberti, Maureen McGivern, Taylor 

Pivano, Ally Prucknik, Caitlin Skulitz, 

and Alexa Squirina, and Chesnina 

Walker. 

Toughest Competition: Toms River 

North,  Toms River South, Southern, 

Jackson, and Lacey. 

Coaches: Ms. Clark, Ms. Piper, Mr. 

Alfieri, Ms. Digiore, and Mrs. Anders. 

Seniors: Angelica Baricko, Samantha 

Campbell, Alexis Clark, Cassidy Galler, 

Brittany Hammell, Jillian Jones, Joanna 

Kupper, Alexis Lopez, Molly O’Brien, 

Lindsay Shore, and Paige Tappert. 

Toughest Competition: Toms River 

North. 

Coaches: Mr. Frank, Mr. Biscotti, Mr. 

Wedding, and Mr. Coleman.  

Seniors: Brandon Bloodgood, Christian 

Danyo, Tyler Defilippo, Peter Hanson, 

Nick Hoeppner, David Lewis, Shawn 

Lightbody, Angelo Manzo, Paul Schifilliti, 

and Robert Spillane. 

Toughest Competition: High School 

North and Jackson. 

Coach: Mr. Baumeister 

Seniors: Eric Bergstrom, James Keogh, 

Kyle Sommer, and Mike Yeager. 

Toughest Competition: Toms River 

North. 

Coaches: Mr. Malagiere and Mr. M. 

Rutter. 

Seniors: Sam Borai, James Boyd, Steven 

Cudia, Kevin DeMario, Lingfei Huang,  

Martin Silang, Jon Trimblett, and Brandon 

Woolley. 

Toughest Competition: Toms River 

North. 

Winter Sports 

Spring Sports 

Coaches: Mr. Sandberg, Mr. Roth, and 

Mr. R. Tierney, and Mr. Draesel. 

Seniors: Kevin Anderson, John Bianco, 

Mike DeBonis, John Francisco, Tristan 

Geiger, Brandon Goodwin, Jonathan 

Karkoska, Jeremy Nelson, Joe Pizzuto, 

Justin Resetar, Chris Rosemiller, Kyle 

Smyth, Miles Stafford, Chandler Stryker, 

Anthony Tobia, Evan Tortorelli, David 

Vasquez, Mike Veneziano, and Johnny 

Villarini. 

Toughest Competition: Toms River 

North and Toms River South. 

The weight room is an after 

school program that is open to any High 

School East student to workout Monday 

through Friday. “In the past we have had 

some students participate in a power lifting 

competition in the spring.  We are hoping 

to do that again,” said Mr. Diskin. 

Coach: Mr. Kanarkowski. 

Captains: Tyler Brooks and Ryan Klem. 

Season Highlights: 3rd Place Finish in the 

Toms River South Roll with the Indians 

Tournament and Tyler Brooks had a high 

game for that Tournament with a score of 

298. 
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Senior of the Month-February 

Raider Spotlights  

Jeremy Nelson 
By: Kaitlin Lord 

Katie Fruedenburg 
By: Rhodasia Harris 

Q: Why do you think you were chosen for Senior of the Month? 

A: I am a very hard working Raider. 

Q: What activities are you involved in at East? 

A: I am the president of Spanish Honor Society, I am in NHS, 

TEAM, REBEL, the School Improvement Team, and many 

more. 

Q: What qualities should the Senior of the Month have? 

A: The Senior of the Month should be dedicated, motivated, 

hard working, and involved in the school.  

Q: What teacher has influenced you the most? Why? 

A: Hands down Ms. Penna; taking AP Bio as a junior was the 

best decision I ever made, Ms. Penna taught me just as much 

about life as she did about biology, and I really wish she hadn’t 

retired. East needs the “Pennatentiary.” 

Q: Where are you planning on going to college? 

A: I’m not entirely sure yet, but definitely out of state.  

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: I plan on majoring in Chemical/Molecular Engineering, 

Biochemical Engineering, Biology, or Biochemistry. It all 

depends on which college I go to.  

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East?  

A:  My favorite aspect about East would be the faculty. I have 

been lucky to get some really awesome teachers all four years. 

Q: What outside activities are you involved in? 

A: Outside of school I work as an activities aid at Bey Lea 

Nursing Home. I also volunteer with my church.  I will also be a 

Junior Girls State Counselor and counselor at the Titusville 

Academy in Trenton this summer.  

Q:Who has been your greatest influence? 

A:  The people who have influenced me most are the residents 

at the nursing home I work at. The 70+ gap does not really 

matter; I am very close with them and they love to share their 

wisdom with me (even when I don’t ask for it). 

Q. Do you have any advice for the underclassmen?  

A. Balance, young grasshoppers, balance…  Also, stay classy 

and don’t let opportunities pass you by.  

Q. What are your plans for your future? 

A. I plan to go to college, then go to grad school, and then get a 

job as a bioengineer for a company in the Research Triangle in 

NC, researching Alzheimer’s disease. Then, when I retire, I 

want to open a bed- and –breakfast in the mountains of 

Vermont. I hope all of my plans work out, but I guess I’ll have 

to wait and see.   

Q: What qualities should the Senior of the Month have? 

A: Respect, honesty, and a positive outlook on everything. 

Q: Why do you think you were chosen for Senior of Month? 

A: I believe my leadership skills and involvement in my 

community led to Senior of the Month.  

Q: What qualities should the Senior of the Month have?  

A: They should have respect, honesty, and a positive outlook on 

everything.  

Q: Do you have advice for underclassmen? 

A: Never settle. Keep learning and improving yourself, and 

however you do it stay creative. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A: I enjoy the positive teacher student connections, it makes school 

a lot more enjoyable.  

Q: What teacher influenced you the most and why?  

A: Mr. Trumble, he taught me to put all of my effort into 

everything I do. 

Q: Where are you going to college? 

A: I applied to a couple colleges in London and Norway, but so far 

Penn State. 

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: I am not one hundred percent sure yet, but something involving 

science. 

Q: What are some activities you are involved in? 

A: Boys Cross Country, Track, Peer Leadership, ESL, and Cattus 

Island Junior Naturalist. 

Q: Who is your greatest influence? 

A: My two older brothers 

Q: What is your favorite quote? 

A: “Do one thing a day that scares you,” –Eleanor Roosevelt 

Q: What are your plans for the future? 

A: Graduate from college, and then travel the world living 

paycheck to paycheck. 

Q: If you could switch lives with anyone who would it be? 

A: Filmmaker Casey Neistat. 

Q: What is your favorite TV show? 

A: Workaholics. 

Q: What are your favorite movies? 

A: Lords of Dogtown and Clockwork Orange. 
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 McDonald’s Crew Person of the Year: Melissa Frank 
By: Rhodasia Harris  

Raider Spotlights  

 Chess Team 
By: Miranda Greenberg 

The East Chess Team continues to have successful 

seasons. Seniors on the team were Sam Borai, who was also the 

captain, Kevin DeMario, Martin Silang and David Sumeriski. 

Underclassmen on the team were Chris Cairone, Jameson 

Healy, Will Lockwood, Erin Russell, Jared Wrath, and Jess 

Zellerkraut. The team practiced every Monday through 

Wednesday. The toughest competition for the East chess team 

was CBA and High-Tech High School. 

Some of the team’s season highlights were the 3-2 

victory over High School North and winning 1st place in their 

district again, which is 11 times out of 12 seasons. Raider chess 

also secured first place in the Southern Division of the Shore 

High School Chess League by beating South 5-0.   

The team also was also successful in the State 

Championship. “We placed second in states as a team, but we 

didn’t make the conference championships,” senior Martin 

Silang said. Sam Borai placed 5th, Jared Wrath placed 14th, 

and Jameson Healy placed 12th at states.  

Congratulations to the Raider Chess team on another 

successful season. 

 Polar Bear Plunge-German Club 
By: Morgan Orozco 

Congratulations to East senior Melissa Frank for receiving the McDonald’s Crew Person of the Year Award. This is an 

annual performance based award that recognizes the top performing McDonald’s employees or “crew” in the country. This award 

was established to honor hardworking crew employees. The Crew Person of the Year Award honors the top McDonald’s crew 

employee in each of McDonald’s 22 regions across the United States.  

Established in 2002, the award spotlights the contributions McDonald’s crew employees make to the business by 

delivering exceptional customer satisfaction. One employee per region was chosen this year to receive the Crew Person of the 

Year Award, an honor that comes with a cash prize, plaque, pin and more.  

“I was really surprised that I won McDonalds’s Crew Person of the Year Award,’’ says Melissa Frank, “I was very 

honored and privileged, too.”  

Donna and Kevin Belbey, Owner/Operators of two Toms River locations, said that they were thrilled to honor Melissa 

Frank with the Crew Person of the Year Award. Melissa has worked at the Fischer Boulevard McDonald’s for two years as a 

valued employee and has established a solid customer base in which she knows what they want before they even walk in the door. 

She makes the customers feel welcome and special. 

Not only is Melissa an outstanding employee, but she is also dedicated to community service. Melissa is a volunteer Peer 

Leader at Harbor House, which is an organization that provides children a safe haven to escape from broken homes. Melissa leads 

group sessions giving kids someone they can relate to. In addition to her volunteer work with Harbor House, after Hurricane 

Sandy, Melissa brought food and clothes to East, which quickly became a shelter. She helped with the organization of the shelter, 

played with the children, and took pets for walks.  

Congratulations on your prestigious award.  

 

The 20th Annual Polar Bear Plunge was held on 

Saturday, February 23rd. This event is held each year to raise 

money for the New Jersey Special Olympics. Many 

participants travel from all over the tri-state to participate in 

this fun and charitable event. The plunge is run by the Law 

Enforcement Torch Run, a volunteer effort by the Law 

Enforcement Community of New Jersey to raise funds and 

awareness for Special Olympics New Jersey. Special 

Olympics New Jersey provides year-round sports training and 

Olympic-type competition in 24 sports for more than 22,000 

children and adults with intellectual disabilities, all 

completely free of charge. 

 This was the second time the German National 

Honor Society participated in the Polar Bear Plunge. They 

raised an estimated $2,000 for the Special Olympics of New 

Jersey.  Seniors Brandon Goodwin, Kyle Schnering, Mike 

Yeager and juniors Eric Doran, Tyler Ferriero, Amy 

Finkelstein, Josh Greiner, and Erika Szumel, along with 

German Club Advisor, Mr. Tourjee all “took the plunge” for a 

great cause. 

 “We stood on the beach all morning in drizzling rain 

to jump into the 38 degree water of the Atlantic Ocean. We 

had a great time and are aiming to raise $3,000 next year,” 

Mr. Tourjee said. 
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Coming up in the Spring Edition:  

-March-June Seniors of the Month 

-East News 

-Guidance News 

-Prom Features 

-Summer Features 

HOROSCOPE 
By: Lindsey DeRosa 

Aries (March 21 - April 20) 

This month will stimulate your intuition and an interest in 

technology. You'll sense future trends and want to own all the latest 

gadgets. Connecting with others will be important, and you could get 

involved in humanitarian projects and causes. You'll inspire your 

friends and acquaintances with your experiences. Your mind will be 

sharp and you'll have the ability to hold the attention of others.   

Taurus (April 21 - May 20)  

You might feel frustrated, irritable, or tense this month. The area of 

your life that will be most affected is school and reputation. You may 

have a lot of goals and plans, but you may fail to see how you can 

reach them. You'll feel unfocused and pulled in too many directions 

to be effective. This energy will bring the need to have an open mind 

and recognize possibilities.  
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Spring Features 
By: Kaitlin Lord  

-Fun Spring Activities- 

-Walking your dog 

-Visiting the beach 

-Going to the park 

-Spring cleaning 

-Spring shopping 

-Walking/Running outside 

-Visiting the Easter Bunny 

-Soaking in the sun 

-Preparing for prom 

-Preparing for summer 

 

Roving Reporter: What is your favorite 

part about spring? 

-Sophomore, Brittany Ferrante said, “I love 

spring because of the weather and the flowers.” 

 

-Senior, Chesnina Walker said, “Spring is great 

because it’s just a step closer to summer.”  

 

-Senior, Danielle Ciufia said, “My favorite 

thing about spring is driving around with the 

windows down!” 

The Raider Readout Staff 
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