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 The holiday season is quickly approaching and 
East is helping to spread the holiday cheer by giving 
back to the community. Located in the main office is 
the Salvation Army Angel Giving Tree.  If interested in 
participating, pick a tag for a child off the tree and 
bring back an unwrapped present.  
 The Freshman Academies are  
coordinating with the East Ambassadors for a  
Holiday Food Drive. To contribute, bring in non-
perishables to W33 or M26. “The Thanksgiving and 
holiday food drives are such a team effort from so 

many different people: administrators, students, mentors, mentees, Freshman 
Academy teams, and local organizations. It is so heartwarming to organize 
these food drives and give back to the East Community during this time of 
year,” Ambassador Advisor, Ms. Schultz said.  Paws is also doing a drive to 
collect food and toys for animals in need. The Interact Club, run by Ms. Ashley 
Fitzgerald held a blood drive in the Media Center on December 6 for any stu-
dent over the age of 17.   
 There are so many ways to give back, and these are only a few of the 
many charitable events occurring within our own school and community.  

Raiders Give Back 

By: Tiffany Quinby & Danielle Shaffery 

Mrs. Mahony:  

November Mentor of the Month 

Raiders ROCK Holiday Spirit  
Holiday Spirit in the  

Media Center 



The Raider Readout  Page 2 

Jack Goodall 
By: Kevin Shaffery 

Cady Diehl 
By: Tiffany Quinby 

Q: What activities are you involved in? 

A: Football, basketball, and baseball. 
Q: What teachers have influenced you the most dur-
ing your high school career? 
A: Mrs. Dziedzic and Mr. Peck. 
Q: What college do you plan on attending? 
A: Hopefully Rutgers. 
Q: What advice do you have for underclassmen? 

A: High school goes by fast, so get involved in as 
many things as you can. 
Q: What is something that you do for the  
community? 

A: I volunteer at St. Joseph’s Church. 
Q: If you could have any superpower, what would it 
be? 

A: To fly. 
Q: If you could switch lives with anyone, who would 
it be and why? 

A: I really can’t think of anyone, I’m loving life right 
now. 
Q: If you could change anything about your high 
school career, what would it be and why? 

A: I would join more clubs or activities, because I’m 
not involved in anything besides sports. 
Q: What motto or quote do you live by? 

A: “You miss 100% of the shots you don't take.”-
Wayne Gretzky 

Q: If you could live anywhere in the world, where 
would it be and why? 

A: New Jersey, because my family is all here and it’s 
pretty chill here, which I like.  

Q: Which teacher influenced you the most during 
your high school experience? 
A: Ms. Signorelli because she has taught me so 
much about computer science and the different job 
opportunities in the field. Taking her computer 
programming class showed me that it is what I 
want to do in the future. 
Q: What are your plans after high school? 
A: I would like to go to college to study computer 
science and become a computer programmer. My 
dream school is Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
Q: What types of qualities do you think the Senior 
of the Month should possess? 
A: They should be hardworking, responsible, and 
show character everyday. They should also be 
school spirited and love our school. 
Q: What is your favorite era in history? 
A: The 1980s because they have the best movies. 
Q: What is something on your bucket list? 
A: To go on a road trip across the country. 
Q: Do you have any advice for the underclassmen? 
A: Try hard in school but still have fun. Do your 
best in all of your classes and go to football games, 
dances, and join clubs. High school goes by fast so 
you have to make the most of these four years.  
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Ms. Chatten 

By: Mallory Tonra 

Q: What subjects and grade levels do you teach? 
A: I teach chemistry, and I teach mainly sopho-
mores and juniors. 
Q: If you won the lottery, what would you do 
first? 
A: I would pay off my student loans.  
Q: What do you like to do in your free time? 
A: Definitely sleep, hang out with my mom be-
cause my mom is pretty great, and go to the gym.  
Q: Who is your role model? 
A: Probably my mom, because she’s a really hard 
working individual, and she values education very 
much.  She’s always been very supportive of me 
and my dreams no matter what they were.  
Q: What’s your favorite holiday? 
A: Probably Thanksgiving because I just get to eat 
and eat and eat. 
Q: If you could travel anywhere, where would you 
go and what would you do? 
A: I would go to Spain because I speak Spanish 
and I want to practice it with actual Spanish 
speaking people. I want to run with the bulls and 
be immersed in the culture. 
Q: What is your favorite aspect of East? 
A: The community that we have here.  It’s very 
similar to what I had in high school. We had a lot 
of school pride, and supported each other and 
that’s what I love about it.  I’m not that far re-
moved from high school, so it’s like me being back 
at high school. We are one big family.  

Mr. Cicalese 
By: Kim Lamparello 

Q: What subjects and grades do you teach? 
A:  I teach 10th grade English, Creative Writing, 
and 12th grade Communications. 
Q: If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be 
doing? 
A: I would be a game show host, local radio per-
sonality, or White house Press Secretary. 
Q: If you won the lottery what would you do first? 
A: Collect my money. 
Q: If you were stranded on an island, what three 
items would you bring? 
A: A boat, gasoline, and GPS. 
Q: What do you do in your free time? 
A: As much as I can. 
Q: What are your hobbies? 
A:  Working out...eating pizza...repeat. 
Q: Who is your role model? 
A: Ron Signorino. 
Q: If you could choose any superpower, what 
would it be? 
A: Eat whatever I want and never get sick or fat. 
Q: What is your favorite holiday? 
A: Thanksgiving. 
Q: What is your favorite part of High School 
East? 
A: Upper W. 
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 The annual Powder Puff game took place on November 15. When the juniors took on the seniors, the 
game ended with a score of 37-0, with the seniors taking the crown. Win or lose, all of the players had a blast. 
Junior Kim Lamparello said that she loved the cohesiveness of her team. “I loved running together as a team 
onto the field. It was funny because we ran onto the wrong side, but it was okay because we were all together. 
We may have lost the game, but we did not lose our spirit.” Senior Maddie Higgins, also loves the unity 
shown with her team. “All of the seniors worked so well together and were very supportive of each other 
throughout the game.” Whether the girls were active players or cheering on their team from the sidelines, 
they all brought special, unique qualities to benefit their team. The fun experience was something the girls 
will take with them throughout their lives. Mrs. Rankin added that the game was a huge success and raised 
thousands of dollars for the junior and senior classes. She, too, was delighted that everyone worked so well 
together and that it made for a “great atmosphere when everyone gets along and shows character.” 
 The boys also had a great time performing on the sidelines and during the halftime show. They com-
pletely transformed themselves into cheerleaders for the night, wearing wigs, skirts, and makeup, while  
learning complicated dances and stunts.  Junior Nik Ballaccomo voiced his opinion on the boys’ transfor-
mations, saying, “D-Train (Damon Clayton) looked the cutest.” Junior Patrick Keogh said, “That night, I fi-
nally gave my parents what they wanted—- another girl.” The boys worked so hard and it was obvious to all. 
Mrs. Rankin said that she was “so proud” of them. “The cheerleaders on both sides were awesome; their rou-
tines were hilarious and they looked beautiful.” All in all, Powder Puff was a great success- congratulations to 
all involved. 

By: Julia Zulin 
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The Naughty & Nice List 

By: Joseph Scott 

 The holiday season is a special time of the year 
— family is around, lovers are more loving, and the 
decor is enchanting and spirited.  However, Santa 
Claus does not discriminate his visits to just the resi-
dences of children — he comes down the chimney of 
the school as well!  The employees at High School 
East deserve presents too!  Santa stops in every room 
and places a gift in a desk drawer, so teachers, custo-
dians, and secretaries alike can enjoy the spirit of hol-
iday giving.   
 However, Mr. Thomas does not like the idea of 
a fat man in a red suit breaking and entering into his 
school, and who would?  That’s why he’s on the 
Naughty List.  His efforts to ban Santa from enter-
ing the school, however futile, are recognized by Jolly 
Old Saint Nicholas, and are the main reason his name 

is on the Naughty List.    Mr. Thomas is quoted, defending his mindset, 
as “Hey...school policy is school policy, and I need to 
see an ID!” It is presumed that Santa Claus does not 
have an Raider ID. That’s why the Sophomore Class 
has started a fundraiser to get Mr. Thomas to stop try-
ing to prevent Santa from entering the school on 
Christmas Eve. Please get out there and support, so 
Mr. Thomas can get off the Naughty List and on the 

Nice List! Happy Hanukkah, Happy Kwanzaa, Mer-
ry Christmas, and Happy Boxing Day to all!  
 
Disclaimer: This article is satire.  Satire is the use of humor or exag-

geration.  

Dominican Republic Trip 
By: Elena Barroqueiro  

 During the November break, a group of stu-
dents went on a trip to help build houses in the Do-
minican Republic. In order to raise money to travel 
to the Dominican various  fundraisers were held.  
 On this trip, the students were given the op-
portunity to experience and learn about different 
cultures. They were also able to help families in 
need. Senior Destinee Vehock said, “This trip hum-
bled me so much and made me so much more 
thankful for everyday resources we take for grant-
ed.”  
 Experiences like these show how grateful we 
should be for all of the readily available resources 
that we may 
take for grant-
ed. Destinee 
also shared 
that, “Having 
friends there 
made the trip 
more fun, but 
having them 
there wasn’t 
necessary to 
experience this 
life-changing 
trip.”  

Humility is the act of being free from pride and arrogance, and is the state or quality of being  
humble. Someone who possess humility puts other people’s needs or happiness above their own. Students at 
East demonstrate humility by being open to the opinions of their peers, and admitting their faults when they 
have made a mistake. Being humble is a very important aspect of humility. Being humble means that you  
demonstrate modesty.  
 Stephen M.R. Covey once said, “A humble person is more concerned about what is right than about 
being right, about acting on good ideas than having good ideas, about embracing new truth than defending 
outdated position, about building the team than exalting self, about recognizing contribution, than being 
recognized for making it.” This means that the humble person does not care about the attention drawn to 
themselves for doing a great thing, but they care more about the great thing happening.  
 Humility is a positive trait to find in a person, and we have many humble students and staff here at 
East, making the school community an even better place for everyone. 

Character Education: Humility 
By: Briele Wallace & Julia Zulin  
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 The Diviners by Libba Bray is a mys-
tery young adult novel with a historical 
flare . The more you submerge yourself into 
this novel, the more it will keep you wonder-
ing what the characters are going to do next, 
especially with the added twist of supernatu-
ral powers. 
 The novel follows a 17-year old girl 
by the name of Evangeline (Evie) O’Neill 
who is exiled from her hometown to live 
with her Uncle Will in New York City. This 
occurred following a fight she had with her 
parents after she threw a party at her 
parent’s house and conjured up a ghost 
named “Naughty John.”   
 There is something special about 
Evie though. She has the ability to touch and 
concentrate on an object and gather infor-
mation about the owner’s memories and 
thoughts. There are few other people with 
this ability and they have been given the 
name, “diviners.” 
 Bray’s novel follows Evie’s time in 
New York City and the obstacles she faces 
when she tries to find out who is behind a 
chain of murders in the city. Evie tests her 
relationships with friends, family, and even 
some bystanders. As her journey comes to a 
close, Evie realizes that she needed to treat 
the people that she loved with more respect.  
 The Diviners is the first book in a 
four book series, Lair of Dreams, Before the 
Devil Breaks You.  The fourth book will be 
released next year and has yet to be titled.  
 A quote from Evie: “Today, I will get 
it right. I won’t be such an awful mess of a 
girl. I won’t lose my temper or make unkind 
remarks. I won’t go too far with a joke and 
feel the room go quiet with disapproval. I’ll 
be good and kind and sensible and patient. 
The sort that everyone loves.”  

The Diviners 

A Book Review 
By: Cheyenne Bamburak 

Hispanic Heritage Club 

By: Mackenzie Casais  

 The Hispanic Herit-
age Club is a group dedicat-
ed to Latino students cele-
brating and proudly em-
bracing their culture 
through various activities. 
This club serves as a safe 
environment for any Latino 
students who feel intimidat-
ed or alone. However, this 
club is open to all students 

who wish to join, in hopes of creating an environment in 
which “other ethnicities are welcomed along with their differ-
ent backgrounds and cultures,” Advisor Mrs.  
Rodriguez said. The Hispanic Heritage Club aims at enhanc-
ing the community, while simultaneously expanding their 
comfort level communicating Spanish and interacting with 
others outside the classroom. 
 On Thursday, Nov. 16, the Hispanic Heritage Club 
held their fourth annual Family Thanksgiving Dinner in the 
media center. Each family brought a delicious meal charac-
teristic of their ethnicity to share. Club members and family 
members, administrators, teachers, and members of Raiders 
in Service attended this dinner. Raiders in Service spoke of 
their service trip to the Dominican Republic. Alex Sanchez 
played guitar and sang Mexican songs to entertain. A 
slideshow played with numerous pictures of Hispanic Herit-
age Club events.  
 “This dinner serves as a bridge between the Hispanic 
families and the school community helping the students to 
feel safe and a part of their school. The Family Thanksgiving 
Dinner was an amazing experience for all who attended,” 
Mrs. Rodriguez said.  
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For this holiday season, here is a DIY’ 
that can make great gifts for your friends and 
family: 
 

 The festive ornament wreath:  
 
Materials: 18-inch straw wreath form, two 20-foot 
lengths of two-inch wide tinsel garland, U pins, 120 
2-in. to 3 1/2-in. Ornaments, 20-gauge wire and a 
wire cutter.  
 
-The first step is to create a loop or multiple by 
wrapping the 20 gauge wire around the wreath and 
twisting. Then you can wrap the tinsel garland 
around the wreath. Using the U pins you can secure 
the beginning, halfway and end of the wreath all on 
the back side.  
-Next, by color evenly disperse the ornaments 
around the wreath, start to pin bulbs using the U 
pins. If the cap of the ornaments are not secure 
enough use a little bit of hot glue or just regular glue 
on the ornament.  
-Lastly start on the most inside of the wreath and 
then around to the other edge, tightly yet  
comfortably against one another. 

Gabby Anema (East Manager):  
Q: Who are the captains? 
A: South: Declan Mullin 
East: Alex Waldron and Zander Taaffe 
Assistant Captain: Owen Donovan (East) 
Q: What are some of the goals the players have for 
the season? 
A: The goal in the beginning of the season was to 
beat North and we accomplished that. We also 
have the goal of making it to playoffs. 
Q: How do all of the managers and team players 
feel about teaming up with a “rival school?” 
A: At first the idea was hard to swallow for the 
players and even managers, but when the season 
began, kids started to bond on the ice and the 
managers began to get close. Now we all enjoy be-
ing with each other and hang out all of the time. 
 
Gabby Service (South Manager):  
Q: How has your season been going so far? 
A: Our season has been great. As a new team, our 
first game was not the best. We lost to Howell. The 
next game, we played against our cross-town rival 
North. North has always had slightly more skill 
than both of our schools, so they were predicted to 
win. With hard work, we beat them 4-3. The big 
win gave us motivation, and then we beat Lacey in 
the next game. 
Q: Why have South and East Hockey come togeth-
er? 
A: Both teams came together because we didn’t 
have enough players for us each to have our own 
team. Now combined, we have a perfect team. 
Q: What are the manager’s hopes for the team? 
A: The manager’s hopes for the team are for the 
boys to get along as a team, learn to play together, 
and hopefully make the playoffs. 

Ice Hockey Teams Merge 
By: Riley Van Deventer 

Holiday DIY 
By: Talia Calabrese & Gabi Tighe 

 Favorite Holiday Song: 
         All I Want for Christmas Is You: 63%

    Jingle Bell Rock: 18% 

  Santa Baby: 18% 

       Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer: 1% 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the Raider Publishing Co. for posting 

the poll! 
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The Raider Readout Staff 

wishes everyone a safe and 

happy holiday season and a 

very happy new year. See 

you all in January! 

 Most people make New Year’s Resolutions, but end up not following through. Being realistic about 

resolutions is one way to ensure success. Here are some ideas the Readout Staff came up with for New Year’s 

Resolutions:  

Build more experiences, use your phone less, explore someplace new, make a new friend, find a new hobby, 

make less excuses, find more “me” time,  find passion in a cause, don’t complain as much, make one positive 

change a week, break one bad habit, take studies more seriously, find out facts before making assumptions, 

and make healthier choices both physically, mentally and emotionally.  

 Most people set themselves up to fail because they don’t ease into their resolution, or are overly  

ambitious, and burn out; this happens a lot with fitness resolutions. Write the New Year’s Resolution down, 

and be realistic. Change takes time and will not happen overnight. Be positive about the resolution, and be 

positive and supportive to others. Encourage friends and family members with resolutions. And remember, 

it doesn’t have to be a new year to make a positive change in your life OR in other peoples’ lives. Happy New 

Year Raiders! 

 

“I would like to be nicer to my brother,” sophomore Jess Italiano. 

“To spread love and positivity to everyone I know,”  junior Elaine Amico 

““I want to take life slowly and enjoy it more,” sophomore Ryan Holt said.  

“I want to treat myself to more ‘me’ time,” freshman Hayley Campbell said.  

“I want to stop settling for what I don’t deserve,” freshman Emma Norris said.  

New Year’s Resolutions 


