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The Senior One Acts were held on April 26 at 7 p.m. Senior One Acts con-
sisted of a 20-40 minute “act”, which a Senior Thespian directs.  
 There were a total of five acts. The lineup was Outside In, Murder on 
32nd St., A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Food Court, The Wonders 
of Science, and Appley Ever After. The directors were Ben Petruk, Mallory Ton-
ra, Esmeralda Barajas, Brandon Byrnes, Joe Slevin, John Morris, and Lauren 
Rodgers.  
 In order to be in any One Act, there is an audition. The director(s) pro-
vided an excerpt from the script to audition with, and then posted the results. 
The lists of characters for each One Act was placed on the backstage door. 
 “I thought that this year’s Senior One Acts was great! The turnout was 
relatively good and the acts went smoothly throughout the night,” Sophomore 
Victoria Wiley said. 
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By: Kim Lamparello 

The Character Education Pillar for the month of May is Fairness. Fair-
ness can be defined as being impartial or the use of treatment or behavior with-
out favoritism and discrimination. 
 Demonstrating fairness is essential for the academic environment be-
cause it is important to keep an open mind when listening to the opinions of 
other people. 
 Students and staff can also demonstrate fairness by treating each other 
with respect. The behavior of the students and staff should remain mutual with 
no special treatment of any kind. Understanding the value of fairness is im-
portant to yourself and your peers. 
 Showing equality is important to you and others as it can help improve 
personal and authoritative relationships. “Life is fair, because it is unfair to eve-
ryone else.”- Unknown.  

Sophomore Julia Zulin & Senior Abbie Perez 
Sophomores Shaye Maxwell,  Jocelyn 

Ramirez, and Gianna Bimonte 
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Q: What qualities do you think a senior of 
the month should possess? 
A:  All the pillars of character, of course. 
Q:  What are you involved in at East? 
A: Lacrosse and Ambassadors. 
Q:  How long have you been playing la-
crosse? 
A: Since 5th grade. 
Q: What are your plans after graduation? 
A: Attend Rutgers University. 
Q: What advice would you give to incom-
ing freshman? 
A: Ultimate hot potato and Italian ice don’t mix. 
Q: What are some of your hobbies that 
you enjoy doing in your free time? 
A: Web spinning, construction, ghouls, small 
things, carbon fiber, and spelunking. 
Q: What is something that you would like 
people to know about yourself? 
A: My gamertag is Kohler Wagner. 
Q: What is your favorite quote? 
A: “Robachuckie?” — Nick Shortino  

 East’s Junior Prom took place on Saturday, 
May 19 from 6:30-10:30 p.m. The theme was The 
Captain’s Ball.  
 The prom court for king was as follows: Ahmir 
Cournier, Nik Ballaccomo, William Macnab, Mark 
Murtha, and Vincent Rotondo. The prom court for 
queen was as follows: Melanie Burdge, Carly Cataldo, 
Michaela Cicenia, Alexia Evgeniou, and Michelle 
Meyers. Nik and Michaela were crowned king and 
queen. 
 Prom was amazing, the students had a blast, 
and everyone looked beautiful and handsome in their 
formal wear. Mr. Ebert and I couldn’t be more proud 
of our awesome juniors,” Junior Class Advisor Mrs. 
Cosentino said. 

By:  JT Orozco By: Mackenzie Casais 

Captain: William Macnab 
 
Q: How many years have you been on the golf 
team? 
A : In 2015, my good friend Nick Lodato asked me to 
go play golf. After that day, I was hooked and haven’t 
stopped playing since. 
Q: Do you have any important advice for ath-
letes wanting to join the sport? 
A: My number one tip is just don’t get frustrated. 
Q: Do you plan on continuing the sport after 
high school? 
A: I do plan on going to college for golf: I see it as a 
good way for scholarship opportunities, as golf isn’t as 
popular as other sports. 
Q: How were tryouts for the first time? 
A: They were really interesting. It was probably my 
second time on a golf course, so I still was kind of lost. 
The kids and the coach made it a fun and comfortable 
experience. 
Q: Can you tell us about your coach? 
A: Coach Nemeth is one of the best coaches. His love 
for the game makes the experience for us a thousand 
times better. He also loves to buy us Wawa on our way 
to the matches.  

By: Mallory Tonra 
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Q: What do you teach? 
A: I teach special education. 
Q: What made you want to become a 
paraprofessional? 
A: At first, I couldn’t find a job right after student 
teaching, so I had to get my foot in the door 
somewhere. I wanted to teach senior history, but 
this is what I ended up doing, and I enjoy where 
my path led me. 
Q: What is your favorite part of East? 
A: I love the people I work with. Our principal is 
great, Mr. Thomas is doing an amazing job. He’s 
a great boss. 
Q: Where did you go to college? 
A: I went to OCC first, then Kean. I think this was 
the best route, especially because I saved a lot of 
money. 
Q: What was your major? 
A: Social Studies K-12 and students with disabili-
ties K-12. 
Q: Did you play any sports in high school/
college?   
A: I did not play team sports, but I am an avid 
skateboarder, snowboarder, and surfer. 
Q: If you could have lunch with anybody, 
dead or alive, who would you choose and 
why? 
A: I have always been intrigued by Salvador Dali. 
He was a freaky, goofy artist, different than other 
artists. 
Q: What is your favorite song? 
A: “Livin the Dream” by Sturgill Simpson. 
Q: What is your favorite era and why? 
A: I love the 60s. The counterculture was ex-
treme and it made for an interesting time period. 
Q: If you could use a color to describe your 
personality, what color would you choose 
and why? 
A: Green because the color reminds me of sum-
mertime and green grass. 

By: Riley Van Deventer 

Never Fade  
By: Alexandra Bracken 

  
 Never Fade, the second installment to the 
Darkest Minds trilogy written by Alexandra Bracken, 
is an action packed dystopian novel based on young 
children. At an early age, these children are sorted 
into different color groups based on their abilities. 

The novel follows main character Ruby and 
her quest to terminate the program that has ruined 
the lives of thousands of children and their families. 
In the first book, Ruby starts out as a young girl dis-
covering the terror and tragedy that she can cause. In 
succession, she wipes the memory of herself from her 
parents’ minds. When she tries to get back into the 
house, her father tells her to sit in the garage. This is 
the moment when she realizes that she made a mis-
take and that there is no going back. When Ruby sees 
the garage door open and men dressed in black uni-
forms, she knows that she will never see her parents 
again. 
 Never Fade focuses where the last book left 
off, with Ruby’s path for vengeance against the IAAN 
(Idiopathic Adolescent Acute Neurodegeneration). 
After wiping  away the memory of her lover, Liam 
Stewart, Ruby tells him to forget about her and go 
somewhere safe. The main focus of the novel shifts to 
Ruby attempting to find Liam again. She has been 
entrusted on a special operation located near where 
he was last seen. Ruby is running out of time. 
 This book is intense and suspenseful. It is def-
initely one of those novels where once you pick it up, 
you can’t put it down. The storyline will keep you en-
grossed and begging for the third and final book in 
the series. The plot is full of twists and turns. When 
you think you know what is going to happen next, 
you find out that you are wrong and the unexpected 
happens. I would absolutely recommend this book to 
anyone would loves to read and wants to immerse 
themselves in a high fantasy novel and feel like they 
are in the novel themselves. 
 

By: Cheyenne Bamburak 
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May 29: Freshman transition 4:30-8:30 
p.m.   
June 1: Driven To Excellence 
June 1: Senior Prom 
June 5: Ensemble Concert 
June 6: Jazz Band Concert 
June 7: Senior Choral Showcase 
June 11: Senior Night 
June 14-18: Senior Quarterlies 
June 19-22: Half days/Quarterlies 
June 22: Last Day of School  
June 22: Graduation: 3 p.m. 

 According to Mental Health America, one in five adults in America suffer from some sort of mental health 
issue, yet more than 50 percent do not receive treatment. There are many stereotypes that surround these people 
and have a serious and harmful impact on their lives. 
 Mentally ill people are discriminated against quite frequently because of common myths. One of the most 
prevalent stereotypes is that these people are violent and dangerous. This is due to many reasons, but today this 
can be related to the media. People who struggle with mental health are often portrayed as insane or dangerous in 
the media, which adds to the misconception. To add, the news often relates mental health to violence and danger. 
Sadly, when it comes to mental health, these beliefs are beyond detrimental. According to the Mental Health Foun-
dation, research has shown that stereotypes and stigmas can worsen one’s mental health and lead to isolation. 
 In reality, almost everyone in the entire world will experience some sort of mental health issue in their life. 
Over nine million people in the United States suffer from suicidal ideation. That is just in the United States and 
just from the people who actually reported it. Of the people who suffer from any mental health condition, 56 per-
cent did not receive treatment. These two statistics alone show just how much of a problem this is in our country. 
 Mental Health America reported that people who suffer from conditions relating to mental health are more 
likely to struggle with a substance abuse problem (Side Note: this is actually a stigma that addicts and alcoholics 
face). The isolation, stress, and other negative feelings that come with these illnesses do take a toll, especially with-
out any help or counseling. Some family members of mine actually struggled with drugs and alcohol because they 
were facing their mental illness alone and did not know how to handle it. 
 Another issue is the insensitivity toward mental health. People will say that these are just excuses to get out 
of doing something or people are being overdramatic. Even in the school environment, students shame others who 
can’t do presentations or have to take a day off because they become sad, anxious, or overwhelmed. In defense of 
these people who suffer from mental illnesses, if a person breaks their arm, they are comforted and consoled be-
cause the pain is visible. When someone says they are in pain, but the pain isn’t visible, people tend to ignore or 
shrug off the issue. This shows the unfair, yet common practice in today’s society. 
 As cliché as it sounds, you really never know what someone is going through. Mental illnesses don’t just 
strike a specific group of people. It can be your mom, your brother, your cousin, or your best friend. It can be any-
one.  Be willing to listen when needed and have a kind heart.  
 If you are struggling, please don’t be afraid to ask for help. 

By: Mallory Tonra 

 Peer Leadership is an activity based club where 
students are encouraged to express their communica-
tion, collaboration, and problem solving skills. All 
members work together to discuss issues and engage in 
fun exercises that work on interpersonal skills.  
 The peer leaders to coordinate and manage stu-
dent activities like Freshman Academy activities and 
events, among other things.  
 “This program breaks students out of their shell 
and helps us with our communication skills. Before I 
joined Peer Leadership, I didn’t really like public 
speaking, but I’ve gotten much better,” Sophomore 
Peer Leader Isabella Romana said.  
 Students can join Peer Leadership starting as 
sophomores.  If you are interested in joining please 
contact English Teachers Mrs. Nadeau (W27) or Mrs. 
Hay (W37)  for more information.  

By: Talia  Calabrese 

By: Mackenzie Vaz 


