
“I Do, I Do” Love The Drowsy Chaperone 
By:  Melanie Fernandez and Erika Pedersen 

 On February 6th, 7th, and 8th the Eastside Theatre Company put on their production of The Drowsy Chaperone. Senior Dean Ramos said, 

“I feel nervous, but ecstatic. That’s the point of this. I feel alive.” First-time-director Ms. Netis said she was “amazed” by the talented students and 

their team effort. Parents, teachers, and students from all three Toms River High Schools, as well as East, alumni gathered in the Student Center to 

cheer on the cast.  

 The curtain opens to senior Billy Caruso as the Man in Chair, breaking down the fourth wall from the very beginning. He speaks of a 

record he has from a Broadway musical entitled The Drowsy Chaperone. As he plays the record, the story unfolds right in front of our eyes. 

 Mrs. Tottendale, played by senior Amy Finkelstein and Underling played by freshman Michael Fobian enter discussing a wedding that is 

to take place later on in the day. In this scene, we are introduced to all of the characters with a lively dance number about a fancy dress. The plot 

revolves around two intertwined sequences of events. The Chaperone, senior Alexa Gioello, has to keep apart the engaged couple of Janet Van de 

Graff (senior Taylor Wallace) and Robert Martin (senior Dean Ramos). The second part of the plot is Mr. Feldzieg, the producer played by junior 

Paul DiGregorio, is threatened by the gangsters, seniors Frank Noto and Stephanie Schieder. He must stop the wedding in order to keep Janet as his 

star. Janet is a "glamorous showgirl" who has to make the decision of what she wants more: to become Mrs. Robert Martin or to "show off." Mr. 

Feldzieg attempts to solve his problem by bringing in the "King of Romance," Aldolpho, who is played by senior Anthony Somma. Aldolpho's job 

is to seduce the bride but this plan backfires when the Chaperone convinces him that she is the bride.  

 The play takes an interesting turn when Robert is skating around blindfolded and is saved by "Mimi from France." Mimi is really Janet 

and the two of them re-enact when they first met. Janet is in disguise when they kiss and calls off the wedding because Robert kisses "a strange 

French girl" on his wedding day.  

 The first act is ended with Mr. Feldzieg trying to save himself by getting the gangsters to start an energetic dance number that ends up 

including the entire cast. It was a real "Toledo Surprise." 

Act Two of The Drowsy Chaperone begins as a record that the Man in the Chair’s monthly housekeeper has mistakenly switched. He 

quickly changes the record, and the correct music begins to play. We see Janet sadly singing over the “infidelity” of Robert, and it then evolves 

into her deciding if she truly wants to leave show business and get married. Mrs. Tottendale and Underling are sharing their own musings of love, 

when Man in Chair’s phone rings again, which he subsequently rips out of the wall.  

After this, Underling and Adolpho announce their rushed engagements to Mrs. Tottendale and and the Chaperone, leaving George to be 

angered that everyone but the bride and groom are to be married. Janet asked the Chaperone for advice, which is rendered inaudible due to the 

condition of the record. After listening to it numerous times, the Man never seems to figure out what the Chaperone said. Even so, Janet turns to 

Robert and decides the wedding is back on. George is relieved, until he realizes he forgot the most important part of the wedding: the minister. 

 Luckily, Trix the Aviatrix, played by senior Desiree Gibson, appears, and all of the brides and grooms board the plane. Suddenly, the 

power cuts, and the Man is inconsolable, as the record stopped right before the final note. The landlord of the man’s apartment appears, saying he 

was doing repairs in the basement. He turns on the power, the scene is ready to go on, and the final note is able to be sung. 

 The Drowsy Chaperone was a culmination of talented performers, dedicated crew members, and a skilled director that brought the two 

together wonderfully. Former  play director, Mrs. Harper said, “Ms. Netis’ new tenure as director is off to a great start. The new and old folded 

together seamlessly, it really showcased the talent. Another hit for the Eastside Theatre Company.” 
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News Briefs 
By: Melanie Fernandez 

Teacher of the year-Mrs. DeLucci 
By: Melanie Fernandez 

Winter Formal Highlights 
By:  Morgan Hoopengardner 

 We all know that the Compass of Excellence always 

points East. This is because as a community we all work together 

to promote hard work, a positive attitude, and our best efforts. On 

Friday, February 28th, a teacher who possesses the epitome of 

these characteristics was recognized as the Teacher of the Year. 

Mrs. Kristin DeLucci was presented with this honor.  

 Mrs. DeLucci has been teaching at High School East for 

12 years. Before that she also taught at South Toms River Ele-

mentary, Pine Beach Elementary, and Hooper Avenue Elemen-

tary. Here at HSE, she teaches Concert Choir, Chorale, Master 

Choir, Music of Broadway and Exploring Music. Outside of the 

classroom, Mrs. DeLucci partakes in Festival Chorus which trav-

els and competes as well as runs the annual Talent Expo. She is 

also the musical director for the school play. She loves music and 

loves spreading her passion to students.  

 Mrs. DeLucci attended The College of New Jersey with 

a major in Music Education. She acquired her Bachelors degree 

in Music Education as well as a Masters degree in Music Perfor-

mance, which she considers one of her greatest achievements. 

Her other biggest accomplishments include becoming a wife, 

mother, and directing one of her "dream shows," Sweeney Todd. 

She hopes to direct Les Miserables next. 

 Her goals as an educator include introducing, rehearsing 

and performing many different types of music with her choirs, 

seeing a Broadway performance with her Music of Broadway 

classes and having her Exploring Music students get hands on 

experience learning, performing and understanding music.  

 Mrs. Delucci's biggest influence is her mom. She said, 

"She was so involved musically with a community choir and 

church choir. She motivated me toward auditioning for college: 

music education." Mrs. DeLucci said that by receiving Teach-

er of the Year, she is feeling the greatest "pat on the back" 

ever and is a very proud Raider.  

 Congratulations Mrs. DeLucci. The Raider commu-

nity is honored to have you as Teacher of the Year.  

Junior Prom Preview 
By: Morgan Hoopengardner 

The  Class of 2015 Junior Prom will be held in the 

Student Center on May 17th from 6 p.m.-10 p.m. The theme is 

“Once Upon a Prom” with different colors of pink, white, and 

purple.  DJ Funicelli will be the DJ for the night.  

King and queen nominations will be decided the 

night of the dance and the menu has not been decided on yet. 

Junior Erika Pedersen said, “I am so excited for prom and to 

see all my friends all dressed up!” All of the juniors are look-

ing forward to this amazing night. Bids are on sale now.  

-The French Club will be holding its annual French Coffee Shop 

from 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. on May 1st in the Student Center. 

There will be refreshments as well as entertainment. 

-The Yearbook Staff is collecting pictures for the senior slide 

show. Email your pictures to: TREYEARBOOK14@gmail.com 

-The Spring Animal Shelter Drive has started and they are look-

ing to collect donations of pet items for the local shelters. Look 

for posters around the school or see Ms. Patterson in M05 with 

any questions.  

-The History Club went going to Washington, D.C. on April 6th. 

-Spanish classes started a fundraiser called "Dinero for Dictionar-

ies" to help support Spanish speaking children in need.  

-The “Word of the Day” contest is a way to expand your vocabu-

lary while being placed in a raffle to win different prizes. Log on 

to the website “Number2.com” and write the word of the day, part 

of speech, definition and drop your entry into the “Word of the 

Day” box in either Guidance or Media Center for a chance to win. 

-NHS tutors are available after school in the Media Center Mon-

day thru Thursday and can help with any subject. 

-The Writing Center is open to students who need help with writ-

ing assignments on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school in W25.  

-Awaken Student Ministries and Bible Study meet on Thursdays 

after school in room M08. 

-The Computer Science Club meets the first Thursday of every 

month in room S33. 

-The FBLA is collecting can tabs for The Ronald McDonald 

House children. Drop your tabs in a container in the cafeteria, to 

Mrs. Morrissey (S31), or Mrs. Aulisi (E12). 

 

 Even with the Winter Formal date being moved due to 

inclement weather, the event was a huge success for the sophomore 

class. “I thought the decorations fit the theme perfectly,” sopho-

more Sydney Bodziak said.  

 The theme of Winter Formal was “Hollywood” with mov-

ie roles, a red carpet, and flashing lights. Luigi’s  catered the event 

and the DJ was Ryan Subers, who is a former student of High 

School East. To add to the fun of the evening, a Winter Formal 

prince and princess were crowned; congratulations to seniors Bren-

dan Bianchi and Gabby Ball.  

 Overall the evening was a huge success and all that attend-

ed this star studded event had an amazing time.  

https://mail.trschools.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=Ng-giRwT30SNvfi3ZOZ3Kl35PofrJdEIj_VLNVNj7iGkvWeV4HuJgOXb1Pcw464jG4uGax6WDhk.&URL=mailto%3aTREYEARBOOK14%40gmail.com
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Guidance News 
By: Kortney Kerico 

Environmental News 
By: Melanie Fernandez 

Mr. TRE 
By: Katie Greco 

Prom Fashion Show  
By: Ashley Davidson 

Senior Prom Preview 
By: Ashley Davidson 

- Please visit the Guidance Office for information on job and vol-

unteer opportunities. 

- Any student who is interested in attending the College Fair at 

First Energy Park on May 8th must sign up in the Guidance Office 

by Friday, April 25th.  They will also receive a free ticket to enjoy 

the baseball game that night against the Kannapolis Intimidators 

(Chicago White Sox affiliate).  

- The New Jersey Biology Competency Test is on May 20th-21st. 

- Juniors - The next SAT is on May 3rd.  Visit 

www.collegeboard.com for registration and practice tests. 

- Seniors - Scholarships are still available.  Please visit the East 

Guidance website for additional information. 

-Community Service- Hours should be logged into the Guid-

ance Office regularly.  Students can drop them off as they com-

plete them using the green card or bringing in a letter from 

their club advisor/organization with an advisor signature. 

 Students who accumulate 40 plus hours will receive an      

invitation to the annual community service recognition break-

fast, but only if hours are logged into Guidance. Students can 

find some ideas in the Guidance Office binder/bulletin board if 

they wish to accumulate more hours. 

 With spring quickly approaching there are many ways 

to contribute to the environment. Plant a garden, use sunlight on 

nice days, and conserve water. Another great way to help your 

environment is to join Environmental Club on their Beach 

Cleanup. It will take place on Saturday, April 26th from 9 a.m.-

12 p.m. Signups will be outside of N27.  See Ms. McCarthy for 

more information.  

 The East Student Center was filled with laughter as the 

Class of 2014 took their turn in the annual Mr. TRE competition 

on Thursday, March 13, 2014. Mr. TRE, which is similar to a 

beauty pageant, but for boys, was hosted by seniors MaryAnn 

DeRiggi and Billy Caruso. There were 23 boys who competed, 

which is the largest group to date. The contestants participated in 

five events: the opening video and opening act in which everyone 

performed together, follow by casual wear, formal wear, and the 

question and answer portion. At the end of the contest, a winner, a 

1st runner up, and Mr. Congeniality were announced. A big con-

gratulations to Mr. TRE 2014 Dean Ramos, 1st-runner up Jack 

Subers, and Mr. Congeniality Brandon Bennett. "Wow. I’m sur-

prised. I didn't expect it but it feels great," Dean Ramos said upon 

him winning MR.TRE 2014. 

 The Mr. TRE contestants included: Paulie Aliseo, Shawn 

Bengali, Brandon Bennett, Joe Clark, Jimi DeLucci, Stefan Diaz, 

Storm Goncalvs, Brandon Gonzalez, Josh Greiner, Matthew 

Gudzak, Eric Weck, Chris Higham, Dylan Jusino, Ryan Mitchell, 

Brian Murphy, Riley O'Neill, Dean Ramos, Zach Rosengrant, 

Tyler Salter, Nick Sarnowski, Jack Subers, and Zach Sylvester. 

The lovely escorts include: Allie Alonso, Alex Charletta, Sam 

Colucci, Amanda Conklin, Lindsey DeRosa, Georgette Galeana, 

Katie Gillen, Alexa Gioello, Melissa Hoffman, Emily Korner, 

Jenna LoBello, Nolle Maples, Cindy Mulholland, Mrs. Michelle 

Murphy, Veronica Niland, Hana Non, Reganne O'Donnell, Brielle 

Pearson, Sam Stecher, Nicole Tice, Katrina Vltiello, and Lexi 

Wickel. 

  

The Prom Fashion Show was held on March 5, 2014 at 

6:30 p.m. It was sponsored by the Student Council. The hosts of 

the show were seniors Dean Ramos and Georgette Galeana. The 

female models were Morgan Blusewicz, Sam Colucci, MaryAnn 

DeRiggi, Nicolette Faragalli, Erica Maire, Marissa Nitti, Hana 

Non, Claudia Noto,  Brielle Pearson, and Meaghan Sullivan. The 

male models were Brandon Bennett, Stephan Diaz, Matt Gudzak, 

Dylan Jusino, Kyle Keough, Charlie Mule, DeVante Rodriguez, 

Justin Romano,  Zach Rosengrant, and Lorenzo Scala.  

The main contributors for the fashion show were The Per-

fect Dress, Chazmatazz Formal Wear, Accents by Narcissus Flo-

rals, Face to Fase, and A Cut Above. The raffles were donated by 

Driftwood Deli, Charlie’s Pizza, Got Sun, AMC Theatres, Mrs. 

Walker’s Ice Cream, Dairy Queen, Surf Taco, C&G Country Café, 

Yellow Brick Road Ice Cream Shops, Brasas Barbeque, Alterations 

by Elene Zaczkiewicz, Bahama Breeze, and Simply Sun Tanning. 

Other prizes included a senior prom bid donated by the Class of 

2014, a junior prom bid donated by the Class of 2015, and a year-

book which was donated by the Yearbook Staff.  

The Class of 2014 Senior Prom will be held on     

Friday, May 30th at The South Gate Manor in Freehold. The 

prom will be held from 7 p.m.-11 p.m.  

The colors chosen for the prom are peach and sea 

foam green. Seniors selected their song,  “I Lived” by One 

Republic. The DJ will be Ryan Subers. 

The prom king and queen will be voted on at the 

prom by the seniors that attend the prom. There will not be 

any nominations prior to the prom, so that everyone has a po-

tential chance for a nomination.   

Another special part of the senior prom will be a cup-

cake display provided by Sadie Cakes as part of the dessert.  
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Seniors of the Month-February  

Shawn Bengali 
By: Max Lasky 

Susan Wong 
By: Emily Schiabor 

Q: Why do you think you were chosen for 

Senior of the Month? 

A: The rigorous courses I take, the activities I 

am involved in, and my devilishly good 

looks. 

Q: What activities are you involved in at 

East? 

A: Captain of the boys winter track team, 

Founder of Youth 4 Truth, Ambassadors, 

Student Council, the Writing Center, and the 

History Club. 

Q: What qualities should the Senior of the 

Month have?  

A: Perseverance, dedication, and resiliency. 

Q: Which teachers have influenced you the 

most?  

A: Mr. Cohen and Mr. Weidenbush. They 

have taught me that if you enjoy the subject 

you are learning, you will have more success.  

Q: Do you have any advice for the under-

classmen? 

A: Enjoy your high school years because they 

will be the best years of your life.  

Q: Where are you planning on going to col-

lege? 

A: I will be attending Penn State in the fall. 

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: Economics 

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A: The East track team. 

Q: What outside activities are you involved 

in?  

A: I used to volunteer at the hospital and I 

intern for a few political campaigns.  

Q: Who has been your greatest influence?  

A: My dad because he grew up in India near 

poverty and came to America to live the 

American dream. 

Q: What is your favorite quote, one that re-

flects your beliefs/goals?  

A: “When you come to a fork in the road, 

take it.”- Yogi Berra 

Q: What are your plans for your future?  

A: To go into business and maybe one day 

run for political office. 

Q: If you could switch lives with anyone, 

living or dead, who would it be and why?  

A: Derek Jeter because he is a true stud. 

Q: What are your favorite television shows?  

A: That 70’s Show and Saturday Night Live. 

Q: What are your favorite movies? 

A: Anchorman, Forrest Gump, and Apollo 

13. 

Q: Why do you think you were chosen for 

Senior of the Month? 

A: My involvement in various East activi-

ties, and my positive attitude toward my 

peers and teachers as well as toward my 

school work. 

Q: What activities are you involved in at 

East? 

A:  Interact and Key Club, NHS, TEAM, 

Peer Leadership, Asian Culture Club, Am-

bassadors, Writing Center, ETC, and Girls 

Tennis. 

Q:  What qualities should the Senior of the 

Month have? 

A:  They should be involved, respectful, 

and driven. 

Q: What teacher has influenced you the 

most and why? 

A:  Mrs. Burke has influenced me the most 

because by being the advisor of the Asian 

Culture Club, she has really helped to cre-

ate a second home for the members. 

Q: Do you have any advice for the under-

classmen? 

A:  Work hard and have fun with your ex-

perience at East because time will go by 

fast. 

Q: Where are you planning on going to 

college?  

A:  I am still deciding, but I have already 

been accepted by schools such as Rutgers, 

Rowan, and Drexel. 

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A:  I plan on majoring in Bio-Chemistry. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A:  The people in it, the students and the 

teachers. 

Q: Who have been your greatest influ-

ences? 

A:  My parents have been my greatest in-

fluences. 

Q:  What is your favorite quote, one that 

reflects your beliefs/goals? 

A:  “Shoot for the moon, even if you miss, 

you’ll land among the stars”-Norman Vin-

cent Peale. 

 

March 

Dean Ramos 
By: Erika Pedersen 

Q: Why do you think you were chosen for 

Senior of the Month? 

A: Because I am Dean Ramos.  

Q: What activities are you involved in at 

East? 

A: Varsity Football, Peer Leadership, 

Eastside Theatre Company, NHS, Gay-

Straight Alliance, and TEAM.  

Q: What qualities should the Senior of the 

Month have? 

A: Know how to preserve, be respectful, and 

be kind.  

Q: Where are you planning on going to col-

lege?  

A: Columbia University in New York City. 

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: Engineering. 

Q: What teacher has influenced you the 

most? Why? 

A: Mr. Peck, because he teaches me about 

life. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A: The teachers are the best.  

Q: What outside activities are you involved 

in. 

A: I work at the courthouse.  

Q: Who has been your greatest influence? 

A: Nina Simone and Harvey Milk.  

Q: What is your favorite quote, one that 

reflects your beliefs/goals? 

A: “We live to make the impossible possible. 

That is our focus” –Lightning, Final Fantasy 

XIII. 

Q: What are your plans for your future? 

A: To be building buildings, bridges, and 

parks in New York City and abroad.  

Q: If you could switch lives with anyone 

living or dead, who would it be and why? 

A: Beyoncé, because she can dance dirty 

and still be classy.  

Q: What are your favorite television shows? 

A: Battlestar Galactica and Ugly Betty.  

Q: What are your favorite movies? 

A: The Help and The Wolf of Wall Street. 
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Raider’s Got Talent 
By:  Melanie Fernandez 

Want to Write for  
the Raider Readout? 

By:  Nick DeVito 

  Journalism is a CP elective class at East. In this class, students 

learn all about different article types, different styles of writing, and the 

best part of the class is writing articles for The Raider Readout. The 

class does current events, and is a very fun, social, and interactive class. 

Mrs. Daniel is the teacher and advisor. She majored in Journalism at 

Rutgers University.  

 Journalism student, junior Drew Williams said, “This class is 

very fun and informative. Anyone who wants to go in the field of jour-

nalism or just learn more about it should definitely take this class.” An-

other journalism student, senior Jessica Rij said, “This class is very 

different from the regular English class. I enjoy writing for The Raider 

Readout, and having a great teacher like Mrs. Daniel.” As you schedule 

for next year, ask your Guidance Counselor about taking Journalism. 

 The annual Toms River East Talent Expo took place on March 

21st at 7 p.m. in the Student Center. The hosts were seniors Desiree 

Gibson and Anthony Somma. Auditions were held on March 6th and 

from the many students who auditioned, 18 acts were chosen. The cate-

gories were dance, vocal instrumental, vocal solo, and bands. 

 Under the dance category there were performances from sen-

iors Deana Przygocki, Erika Szumel and Kaila Van Brummelen, junior 

Sam Collina and freshmen duo Kierstyn Elliot and Katarina Jones. In 

the vocal instrumental category, seniors Jimi DeLucci, Amy Finkel-

stein, Kellen Gall, and duo Kathleen Macalalag and George Carancho. 

Vocal soloists included seniors Claudia Noto and Chelsea Rutt, junior 

Stephanie Russell, sophomore Kristin Lister and freshman Alexandra 

Ryan. Bands that performed included 8-bit Pistola, Chapter Four, The 3 

Amigos, and A Divine Riot.  

 After a night of wonderful performances and comedic hosts 

the judges had some very difficult decisions to make. The winners of 

this year’s Talent Expo are Kaila Van Brummelen,  duo Kathleen 

Macalalag and George Carancho, Claudia Noto, and The 3 Amigos.

   

Kathleen Macalalag 
By: Jessica Rij 

March 

Q:  Why do you think you were chosen for Senior of the 

Month? 

A:  I have shown dedication toward my education and extra-

curricular activities. I am always glad to lend a helping hand 

to whoever needs one.  

Q:  What activities are you involved in at East?  

A: Interact and Key Club, NHS, Spanish NHS, Math 

League, Science League, Ambassadors, ETC, Writing Cen-

ter, and TEAM.   

Q: What qualities should the Senior of the Month have? 

A:  To be dedicated to their education and extracurricular 

activities. Also, to constantly strive to be the best they can 

be.  

Q: What teacher has influenced you the most? Why? 

A: Mrs. Burke, she has taught me to never give up and that 

anything can be accomplished as long as you put your mind 

to it.  

Q: Do you have any advice for the underclassmen? 

A:  Be true to yourself. Always have a positive attitude and 

never give up.  Also, appreciate every moment because high 

school goes by much faster than expected.  

Q: Where are you planning on going to college?  

A:  University of the Sciences.  

Q:  What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: A six year pharmacy program.  

Q:  What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A:  The supportive faculty.  

Q:  What outside activities are you involved in. 

A:  I have a part-time job. I also play the piano, sing, and 

dance.   

Q:  What is your favorite quote, one that reflects your be-

liefs/goals? 

A: “Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss you’ll land among 

the stars” -Norman Vincent Peale. 

Q:  What are your plans for your future? 

A: To become a pharmacist, to have a family, to leave a pos-

itive effect on others’ lives, and to be happy.  

Q:  What are your favorite television shows? 

A: Brain Games, Pretty Little Liars, and Long Island Medi-

um.  

Q:  What are your favorite movies? 

A: Grease, The Polar Express, Elf, and Forrest Gump.   
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HSPA Race Recap 
By: Mary Knight 

Mega Moody’s Math Challenge 
By: Drew Williams 

Spring and Gardening Fun 
By: J.T. Burdge 

February 27th was East’s 4th Annual Great Amaz-

ing HSPA Race.  The race is used to get students ready for 

the HSPA. The race takes students through 20 different 

locations in the school.  Students must answer a math 

question correctly at each location in order to move on. 

They also must make it through the obstacles which make 

the race harder. At each location students can win tickets 

to get prizes that are donated by the Raider community.  

This year 52 teams competed in the Great Amazing HSPA 

Race. The winners were the “Real Rasslers,” the team 

included juniors John Hrabar and Joey Borai.             

“We want to do something fun that will get the 

kids excited,” Assistant Principal Mr. Thomas said, 

“HSPA’s are a very stressful time for juniors and for the 

teachers.  It is very important not to put too much stress 

on the students and make sure they can relax.”  The 

HSPA’s took place on March 4th-6th.   

 With the ground frozen, the special education 

classes have not been able to continue to grow their garden. 

However, they have been teaming up with Mrs. Seeland's 

Art class to make bird feeders.  

 Guidance secretary Mrs. White was kind enough 

to get a local business to donate squirrel proof bird feeders 

for their garden. Mr. Ebert’s, Mrs. Cowan’s, and Mr. 

Lindstrom’s Special Education classes have also collabo-

rated with the Environmental Club run by Ms. McCarthy to 

learn about the different winter birds that they might see by 

their garden. Once the weather gets nicer, they will be go-

ing outside to do some bird watching and clean the garden. 

National Art Honor Society Trip  
By: Max Lasky 

             On Saturday, March 29th, the National Art Honor Society 

(NAHS) went to New York City to visit the Museum of Modern Art. 

 “It was an exciting urban experience for all who went,” East 

Art Teacher Mrs. Seeland said.  

 The NAHS is responsible for much of the artwork around the 

school. They have painted a mural in the library and the signage over 

the outside of the entrance door. They have also created a great mural 

at the Nature Center in Island Beach State Park, along with a three di-

mensional sculptural piece. The NAHS is a great program to get in-

volved with and all students are welcome and encouraged to join.  

 East’s brightest math students participated in a math modeling 

competition on March 8th and 9th. The five student math team consisted 

of seniors William Caruso, Christopher Higham, Carolyn Kearney, 

Cassidy Olsen, and Jared Wrath. This contest is annually set up by the 

Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM) and it aims for 

the contestants to solve real-time, real-world issues while applying the 

fundamentals they learned in school. The team has 14 hours to study 

the issue assigned, work together, gather data, and put together mathe-

matical models and report their findings in a solution paper. 

 “It was a long day filled with math, fun, food, and a lot of 

problem solving,” senior William Caruso said,   

 There were 1,152 teams that had viable solution papers and 

200 teams were selected to advance to the second round of judging and 

the East team was chosen. Although they did not win, their dedication 

and hard work are both admirable and impressive. Great job to Wil-

liam, Christopher, Carolyn, Cassidy, Jared, and Mrs. Signorelli for all 

of your hard work! 

“Prom” 
By:  Melanie Fernandez & Jessica Rij 

 

 This year, the “Special Prom” will take place on Monday, May 19th during 5th through 8th period. There are usually around 75-

100 students that attend. The “Special Prom” was started in 2011 by Mrs. Crowell's junior classes with encouragement from retired English 

teacher, Mr. Madden.  

 The juniors built off the sophomore collaboration of Ceasarfest and decided they wanted to do something special for the cogni-

tively impaired and autistic students. Now this event is run by Mr. McCloskey and Mrs. Crowell, with help from Mr. Lindstrom and Mrs. 

Cowan. Although these are the faculty members involved, Community Action Program (CAP) students are chosen to organize everything 

and collaborate with Mrs. Crowell's classes. This year, the students in charge are seniors Miranda Donnini and Justina Lameo.  

 The decorations from junior prom are recycled for their use. Entertainment is taken care of by volunteer DJ's from Mr. Nichol to 

recently Billy, a graduate from High School North's Special Education Program. Luigi's and Naples have been used for catering along with 

student contributions. The flowers are donated by Narcissus. Last year, there was a grant awarded from Teacher's Insurance.  

 Volunteers are pulled together from National Honor Society, Spanish National Honor Society, Peer Leadership, CAP students, 

and Mrs. Crowell's students. Many times, the juniors who enjoy this event end up becoming CAP students in their senior year. "We have 

some very wonderful, caring and compassionate students who have benefited from working with our special classes," Mrs. Crowell said.  
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School Safety Presentation 
By: Nicolette Faragalli 

School IDs & Safety 
By: Ashley Davidson & Morgan Hoopengardner 

On Thursday, March 13th East welcomed detectives from 

the Ocean County Prosecutors office, as well as representatives from 

the organization Shared Hope. They presented to the Ambassador 

Safety Team, and the health and physical education classes. The 

presentation focused on sex trafficking, drug abuse, and stressed re-

porting sexual assault, along with other crimes.  

Karen and Scott Fenkart, members of Shared Hope, informed 

the student body about the dangers of sex trafficking. They showed a 

video telling the story of two young girls coerced into a life of sex 

trafficking, and taught the students how to recognize the common 

signs. They were able to show that sex trafficking can happen to any-

one, and that the danger is extremely high. Detective Melissa Mathews 

talked to the students about reporting sexual assault. She told true   

stories that she encountered while working, and stressed that telling the 

police is necessary if you have been sexually assaulted. Detective 

Renee Navyoks, informed the students on drug abuse in Toms River, 

which concluded the presentation. She showed a video produced by the 

prosecutor’s office that explained the scenarios’ of drug abuse.  

The presentation was given to educate students on the dan-

gers that come with the use of drugs. Detective Navyoks used true 

stories and showed real pictures. The Ocean County Prosecutors Office 

is working hard to keep High School East and Ocean County a safe 

environment. They will continue to make a strong effort by teaming up 

with the school and kicking drug abuse to the curb.  

 Student Council News 

By: Drew Williams 

 East’s main goal is to keep the students and faculty safe, 

while providing the best education possible. Students can help 

make this easier by “visibly” wearing their IDs. Safety Officer 

Mrs. Baumeister said, “Wearing ID’s is important so we can differ-

entiate who belongs in the building and who doesn’t.” The admin-

istration has already been proactive in making the school a safer 

place.  A buzz-in system at Door 4 has been implemented along 

with a camera to see who is entering the building; Security guards, 

Mrs. Baumeister, and Mr. Kayler, know who is coming in and 

leaving the building at all times, thus keeping the staff and students 

safe. 

 Students who come to school without an ID should 

promptly report to the Main Office and will be given a temporary 

ID for the day. A student’s first or second time will be free, but the 

third will result in a purchase of a new ID and detention. Students 

should get in the habit of wearing them every day. All the students 

should make an effort to follow the rules by wearing their IDs.  

 “High School East students, for the most part, do a great 

job complying with the requirement. Our goal is to have all stu-

dents in compliance, without the need for disciplinary consequenc-

es,” Principal Mrs. Baldi said. 

 

 Every year, the juniors take the High School Profi-

ciency Assessment (HSPA). This was the last year juniors 

took the HSPA, and starting next year in place of the HSPA 

will be the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for Col-

lege and Careers (PARCC). 

 The PARCC will test students in the same subjects as 

the HSPA did, but there are a few differences. The HSPA 

only tested juniors in English and each subject in math, which 

includes Algebra I, Algebra II and Geometry. The PARCC 

will be testing all students from grades 9 to 11. 

 "Students will be tested in the subject that they are 

currently enrolled in. Say that you are a junior in Geometry 

and have not taken Algebra 2 yet, you will not have to worry 

about doing bad because you will only be tested in Geometry 

and not Algebra 1 or Algebra 2," Guidance Coordinator Mrs. 

SantaMaria said. 

 Unlike the HSPA, the PARCC will be a computer 

based test, meaning that students will take the test on the com-

puter instead of on paper. Students will not be able to access 

the internet while taking the test. The test will take place in 

March. 

 Seniors are not required to take the PARCC test. Alt-

hough any junior who took the HSPA this year and does not 

pass, will be enrolled in a HSPA prep class in the fall and will 

have to retake the HSPA.  

 The PARCC test will be administered for the first 

time in March of 2015. Good luck to all students who will be 

taking the PARCC test next year! 

PARCC 
By:  Katie Greco 

Seniors- Billy Caruso 

-Chipotle battle versus High School North and High School 

South; free catering for the winner. 

 

Juniors- Josh Sommerer 

-Surf Taco and Burger 25 fundraisers. 

-New t-shirts coming soon. 

 

Sophomores- Jenna Platten 

-Chipotle fundraiser. 

-Battle of the Classes. 

 

Freshmen- Rhiannon Vaz  

-T-shirt orders forms and due letters have been mailed out. 

-The Teacher Pageant is postponed.  
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RAIDER WINTER SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS 

Girls Basketball 
By:  Kortney Kerico 

Boys Winter Track 
By:  J.T. Burdge 

Girls Winter Track 
By:  Max Lasky 

Girls Swimming 
By:  Morgan Hoopengardner 

Boys Swimming 
By:  Erika Pedersen 

Chess 
By:  Kortney Kerico 

Boys Bowling 
By:  Nick DeVito 

Cheerleading 
By:  Katie Greco 

Wrestling 
By:  Ashley Davidson 

Coaches: Mr. Kanarkowski and Mr. Tkac. 

Captain: Ryan Connor. 

Season Highlights: The team finished 4th in South Jersey Group 

IV State Sectionals. Justin Sauers finished 2nd in all of South Jersey 

and 26th in the entire state. Sauers also finished 20th in the Shore 

Conference. Ryan Doyle finished 2nd overall in the Shore Confer-

ence Individual Championships. 

Coaches: Mr. Cohen, Mr. Anders, Ms. Zak, and Ms. Coppinger. 

Captains: Meaghan Sullivan and Cassie Varvaro. 

Season Highlights: Beating Brick Memorial in overtime and beating 

Central. 

 This season, the Toms River East Competition Cheer-

leading team consisted of 14 dedicated and enthusiastic cheerlead-

ers. They were led by four returning seniors and this year's captain, 

Lindsey DeRosa, Emily Szalkowski, Nicole Tice, and Monica 

Tucker. "This team is incredibly talented," Coach Mrs. DiGiore 

said. 

 The highlight of the season was the National Champion-

ship win at the Battle of the Boardwalk competition held in Atlantic 

City, where the team had the highest score out of the entire varsity 

advanced teams in the competition.  

Coaches: Mr. Reid, Mr. Priest, and Mr. Coiro.  

Volunteers: Mr. Iacobone, Mr. O’Arey, and Mr. Brynes.  

Captain: Yoseph Boari.  

Season Highlights: After having a disappointing year, they finally 

realized that they have to do a lot more during the off season to be 

successful for next year. Plus, we had two more wins than last year.  

Coach: Ms. Hartmann. 

Captains: Jameson Healy and Jared Wrath. 

Season Highlights:  We won the first-round League playoffs and advanced 

to the final rounds. We were 2nd in our division, 8th in the League, and 3rd 

in the States Individuals; trophy winners at States were junior Chris 

Cairone, junior Jameson Healy, freshman Kyril Kavetsky, and sophomore 

Will Lockwood. 

Coach: Mr. Scallon. 

Senior Leaders: Melanie Corblies, Georgette Galeana, Katie Gillen, Tori 

Surrette, and Lexi Wickel. 

Season Highlights:  “Athletics show one’s character and this year’s team, 

especially the senior’s character, was impeccable,” Mr. Scallon said. There 

were no particular season highlights. However, Mr. Scallon is extremely 

proud because of how hard the girls worked despite starting out the season 

rocky. 

Coaches: Mr. Dirk, Mrs. Scala, and Ms. Schultz.  

Captains: Morgan Blusewicz, Samantha Bombardiere, Christina Caches, 

Carly Franco, Julia Schuler, and Karina Wolff. 

Season Highlights: The freshman team won several championships and the 

team had quite a few members place among the varsity athletes in other 

meets. Also, Julia Schuler jumped a 10’00’’ in the pole vault which earned 

her a spot in the Meet of Champions. She placed 6th in the State Group 

Meet. “It has been a while since we have seen an athlete during winter qual-

ify to the Meet of Champions.  That was a very exciting time for her, the 

team, and the coaches,” Ms. Schultz said. 

Coaches: Mr. Trumble, Mr. Roth, and Mr. Sandberg.  

Captains: Shawn Bengali, Joe Clark, Eric Doran, Gilligan Greenlow, Tyler 

King, and Zach Sylvester. 

Season Highlights: Having four athletes’ qualify for the Group IV State 

Championships, 3rd place at the Ocean County Relays and 2nd place at the 

All-World Championships. Dan Gilligan qualifying for the Meet of Champi-

ons and breaking the 32 year old sophomore class shot put record which was 

previously held by his father, Jim Gilligan. Joshua Laprise breaking a 19 

year old freshman class record in the 3200 meter run. 

Coaches: Mr. Cerbone and Mr. Nycz. 

Seniors/Captains: Ryan Dubicki, Thomas Irwin, Jake Lewandowski, 

Sean Ostrander, and Cody Schultz. 

Season Highlights:  The team finished 9th at Shore Conference, and 

junior Dan Betts made Individual States and finished 12th in the 200 

Freestyle. 

Girls Bowling 
By:  Ashley Davidson 

Coach: Ms. Clark. 

Captain: Danielle Robleski. 

Season Highlights: All the girls on the team improved their averages and 

ended the season on a high note. 
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RAIDER SPRING SPORTS 

Boys Basketball 
By:  J.T. Burdge 

Ice Hockey 
By:  Drew Williams 

Baseball 
By:  Jessica Rij 

Softball 
By:  Mary Knight 

Boys Track 
By:  Nick DeVito 

Girls Track 
By:  Katie Greco 

Boys Tennis 
By:  Jessica Rij 

Boys Lacrosse 
By:  Morgan Hoopengardner 

Girls Lacrosse 
By:  Emily Schiabor 

Boys Volleyball 
By:  Erika Pedersen 

Coaches: Mr. Frank, Mr. Biscotti, and Mr. Wedding. 

Seniors: Brendan Bianchi, J.T. Burdge, Ron Calatoni, Noah Clark, Jeff Can-

nova, Jerry Caporale, Anthony DeBlasio, C.J. Hirschy, Max Lasky, Vincent 

Maconi, Charlie Mule, and Tommy Vincent.  

Toughest Competition: TR North, TR South, Jackson, and Brick in the load-

ed “A” South Conference.  

Coaches: Mr. Malagiere and Mr. Rutter. 

Seniors: Matt Palmieri. 

Toughest Competition: TR North. 

Coaches: Mr. Gudzak, Mr. Peters, Mr. C. Shore, and Mr. J. Shore. 

Seniors: Dante Avignone, Joe Balsamo, Billy Caruso, Dakota 

Greco, Matt Gudzak, Kevin Kennedy, T.J. Monica, Brian Murphy, 

Zach Rosengrant, Tyler Salter, Nick Sarnowski, Jack Subers, Dyl-

an Jusino, and Rich Wajda. 

Toughest Competition: HS North and HS South.  

Coaches: Ms. Wood, Mr. Kanarkowski, Ms. Coppinger, and Ms. Fitzgerald. 

Seniors:  Gianna Depalma, Valerie Hirschfeld, and Cassie Varvaro. 

Toughest Competition: TR North, Lacey, and Brick Memorial. 

Season Expectations:  “Work hard to be solid competitors in the Shore con-

ference all season and in States at the end.  We want to be a top contender for 

the “A South” conference and hope to still be playing in big games in June,” 

head varsity coach Ms. Wood said. 

Coaches: Mr. Trumble, Mr. Roth, Mr. Sandberg, and Mr. Draesel. 

Seniors: Jonathan Allicchio, Shawn Bengali, Darryll Carter, Joe Clark, Eric 

Doran, AJ Gant, Jake Garcia, Nick Goglia, Gilligan Greenlow, Tyler King, 

Devante Rodriguez, and  Zach Sylvester.  

Toughest Competition: TR North and TR South.  

Coaches: Mr. Lang and Mr. Maskale. 

Seniors: Andrew Amico, Josh Greiner, Johnny Iwanowski, Joshua 

Johansson, and Frank Noto. 

Season Expectations: To qualify for the Shore Conference and State 

tournaments.  

Toughest Competition: Southern Regional. 

Coaches: Mr. Kocenski and Mr. Zipfel 

Captains: Anthony DeBlasio, Dan Hyde, and Charlie Mule. 

Season Highlights: Season Record: 10-9-3, 3rd Straight Shore 

Conference Appearance, 2nd Straight NJSIAA State Tournament 

Appearance, Charlie Mule eclipsed the 200 Point, 100 goal and 

100 assists milestones, and led the Shore Conference in scoring 

with 49, goals, 30 assists for 79 points. Charlie Mule was select-

ed as the Coaches MVP for the Shore A South Division and has 

been selected to the Asbury Park Press 2nd team All-Shore 

Team, Dan Hyde was selected as a Shore A South Coaches 

Honorable Mention Selection in producing 43 points, and soph-

omore, Zachary Noble also had a strong season tallying 44 

points. 

Coaches: Ms. Schultz, Mr. Dirk, Mr. Scallon, and Ms. Scala. 

Seniors: Angelina Berardi, Morgan Blusewicz, Christina Caches, 

Meesha Carter, Valerie Casalino, Julie Chrzanowski, Alex Florke, 

Carly Franco, and Karina Wolff. 

Toughest Competition: Everyone.  

Coaches:  Ms. Clark, Ms. Piper, Ms. Kox, and Mrs. Anders. 

Captains: Nicolette Faragalli, Jackie Schwartz, and Meaghan Sullivan.  

Toughest Competition:  Jackson Memorial, TR South, and TR North. 

Season Expectations:  We would like to stay competitive in our confer-

ence and also do well in the post season tournaments, while enjoying the 

sport. 

Coaches: Mr. Dempsey, Mr. Goodman, Mr. McCloskey, 

and Mr. Weber.    

Captains: Nat Amadeo and C.J. Hirschy.    

Season Highlights: Beating Wall High School in the 

WOBM Christmas Tournament. They were a 15 seed out 

of 16 teams who beat the 2nd seed Wall. 
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By: Emily Schiabor 
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Welcome the Warmth of Spring 

By: Katie Greco 
 

We have endured our time in winter 

With cold nights and violent winds 

The snow here has fallen 

And we sure have had enough of it 

But now the winds of winter have come and gone 

The snow has melted away 

    We say our goodbyes to winter      

And we welcome the warmth of spring.  

 

 After having an absurdly cold winter here in New Jersey, it is safe to say that everyone is tired of 

looking at the snow on the ground. Everyone is all tired of all the cold nights, delayed openings, and of course, 

the dreaded shoveling. With spring on its way, we can look forward to the warmer weather that will have us 

trading in our heavy winter coats for light spring jackets and spring colors. The spring season is a good time for 

camping trips, gardening, scavenger hunts, riding bikes, having  picnics, going to the park, and more. Spring is a 

time of many wonderful things, so put down your phone, turn off the television, get off the computer and go 

outside to enjoy the warm weather. 

 

 

Taurus -April 20-May 20 
It's time for you to settle a debt -- or at least get 
started on it. You may have been putting this 
off for a better time, but there's actually no 
time like the present for this kind of thing. 
Source: http://shine.yahoo.com/horoscope/

http://www.funlava.com/spring-pictures/  

http://www.sxc.hu/photo/996984 


