
 

FROM THE DESK OF: PRINCIPAL MADIGAN 

 

Monday, October 9th, our district had a very productive professional development day. All staff attended and 
enjoyed interactive learning, hands on training and guest speakers. It was a very successful and beneficial day for all 
our professionals. 

DISTRICT NEWS 
      The link to Our Story, a comprehensive recap of district accomplishments over the past several years as well as 

current and future initiatives: http://www.trschools.com/docs/2017/09/2Our-Story.pdf 
  

       The district has been named 2017 Distinguished Organization of the Year by the Greater Toms River Chamber 
of Commerce: http://www.trschools.com/community/distinguishedorg 
  

       Toms River’s first NEA Big Read kicks off Oct. 2 and lasts throughout the entire month. For all information 
including a timeline of events, visit the Big Read Website: http://www.trschools.com/community/bigread 
  

       Toms River Regional Schools is on Instagram! Follow us @ tomsriverregionalschools. (And, if you haven’t 
already, ‘like’ and follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Toms-River-Regional-School-District-
130499970433878/?scrlybrkr. 
  
 
WEEK OF RESPECT OCTOBER 2-6        VIOLENCE AWARENESS WEEK OCTOBER 16-20 
 
In support of the "Week of Respect" October 2-6 and "Violence Awareness Week" October 16-20 here at 
Intermediate East, all students are participating in grade level activities. 6th grade students are completing a hand 
poster asking how they can prevent bullying at Intermediate East and the 7th and 8th grade students are designing a 
t-shirt with an anti-bullying theme. Submissions will be displayed in the cafeteria and a winner picked from each 
grade level. Students are also viewing the (6) 2-3 minute videos on the TRIE HIB Resources Google Classroom.  
 
Also, our 7th and 8th grade students will see a presentation from the prosecutor’s office by Mr. Rory Wells entitled 
“Making Good Choices” and our 6th grade students will enjoy a program giving by Thompson Healthcare called 
“Healthy Minds-Healthy Bodies. Teachers will also be presenting classroom lessons and making students aware of 
activities to enhance our school environment. 
 
Violence Awareness Week is a time when schools and parents together can teach values in all our children.  How 
can parents help prevent bullying/violence in schools? 
 

1. Think Out Loud. Let children hear how you evaluate arguments, challenge your own and others' ideas, and 
formulate worthy conclusions about your world.  

2. Practice The Rule of Two. Always note two distinct traits about a person, never just one (Jane is smart 
and beautiful) to steer students away from stereotyping.  

3. Call People Names - Their Own Names. Learn and use the names of people you regularly interact with 
(cafeteria staff, custodial staff, etc.) to remind children of the value of every individual.  

4. Cultivate Your Curiosity. Explore new places and cultures. Reach out to meet new people. Do not be 
afraid to ask questions. Assumptions based on ignorance hurt; questions that seek to uncover truth always 
help.  

5. Replace "Them" With "Us." When faced with an issue or situation that normally inspires you to say 
"Well, they should…" or "Well, those people always…" substitute we/us for them."  
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OUR FIRST SCHOOL DANCE October 13th All Grades are welcome, 6:00-8:00pm. Students are encouraged to 
wear red and white for school spirit but not required. They are also welcome to wear their uniform if they are on a 
school sports team.  Students can purchase a hand stamp for $5 on Friday, October 13th during lunches which will 
allow them into the dance. Refreshments will be sold. 

 

If your child is planning to try out for a winter sport, he/she must turn in a sports physical packet to the main office 
no later than October 20th. No student will be able to try out without a cleared physical. Sports physicals must be 
cleared by the school physician, which can take up to two weeks. Also there have been new state regulations and 
mandates in regards to the physical forms.  Only physicals that are signed, stamped and contain the cardiac 
assessment development module physician assigned number will be considered complete and valid.   
 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL 
Want to stay informed of Student Council fundraisers and Spirit Theme?  Sign up for Remind 101 by texting 
@trierocket to 81010.    
 
 

 
 
STUDENT INFORMATION 
Please make sure if your address, phone number or email has change that you notify the guidance office at 732-505-
5783.  It is very important that the information be kept up to date.  
 
 
YEARBOOK 
BACK TO SCHOOL promotion has been extended. It's never too early to purchase a yearbook. Full color 
yearbooks are returning for the 2017-2018 school year. The cost is $30 with FREE icons for a limited time. Pre-
order your yearbook today at the LOWEST price of the year. The price goes up after October 26th. **Please be 
sure to include your child's homeroom when ordering** 
Visit www.jostens.com, Select "Yearbooks" -->"Buy Your Yearbook" and search "Toms River Intermediate East".  
 
(Ad Orders message can stay the same) 
 
Here are a few things to help you stay connected to us: go to http://www.trschools.com/ieast/, then click on the 
tab on the left for “Parent Resources,” then go to “Rocketblast”. The Intermediate East Rocket Blast is updated 
each day after 11A.M. This lets you know which clubs, sports and other activities are taking place.  The Rocketblast 
is also streamed during lunches in the cafeterias on the TV screens. 
 
 
 
MAKE ANGELS.  MAKE HISTORY! 
Help set a Guinness World Record for the most sand angels to commemorate the 5th Anniversary of Superstorm Sandy.  
Please click on the attached flyer for more details.  
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CURRICULUM CORNER- WORLD LANGUAGE  
¡Hola! ¡Es octubre! ¡Es otoño! ¡Hace mucho viento y hay mucha lluvia!  

We are almost at the conclusion of Hispanic Heritage Month, celebrated from September 15-October 15 each year.  
Your children are learning about some famous Spanish-speaking people who have made a difference in art, music, 
literature, science, TV, movies and politics, just to name a few careers.  They have learned about where Spanish is 
spoken around the world and that many words in English are derived from Spanish.  They are also learning that 
many words, called COGNATES, are so similar, like information/información, that it is easy to figure out what 
they mean by seeing them or hearing them. Your children can locate many of these places on a map and name the 
country and its capital. 

During this month, there are multiple celebrations, one of which is Mexican Independence Day, celebrated on 
September 16th, NOT on Cinco de Mayo, which actually commemorates a victory over the large French army by a 
small group in Puebla, Mexico. (Puebla, by the way, is where there was a devastating earthquake last month, and 
many people in our local area originate from that part of Mexico.)  Another is this week on Monday, el Día de la 
Raza, which, in English, we call Columbus Day.   

In class, your 6th or 7th grader is learning to differentiate between what defines a legend versus a fable, and will be 
exposed to 2 or 3 stories during the marking period. They will learn about weather conditions, body parts, animal 
names and habitats, characters and how to describe them, and will, by the end of the quarter, be able to put the 
details of the story into a logical and chronological order and may even be asked to retell it with a different and 
original ending.  Their units connect across the curricula to English Language Arts, Science, Math, Music, Art, 
Social Studies and Geography throughout the quarter. 

The 8th graders will be learning about how to describe their family members by physical description, age and 
likes/dislikes as well as the relationship they have with them.  They may also create unique families, describe their 
pets and possibly even aliens or monsters for Halloween! 

To practice with your children, you can ask them about what a fable (fábula) or a legend (leyenda) is and if they 
remember learning any as a child.  Perhaps you may have one to share with them that you remember, like Paul 
Bunyan, Johnny Appleseed, Rip Van Winkle, etc. With the 8th graders, a good practice together would be to share a 
family photo and ask who the people in the picture/s are and how they are related to you or to your child, how old 
they think they might be and their eye and hair color, and any other descriptions they may want to practice saying.  
For example, “My mother is your grandmother. She is young in the picture and has dark hair.” (Mi madre es tu 
abuela. Es joven en la foto y tiene pelo moreno.) 

Last week in all classes and schools, we observed the Week of Respect.   In Spanish class, your child may have seen, 
read or listened to a video, article or presentation in Spanish with questions to ensure that they understand the 
underlying message of how important it is to respect ourselves and others and how to help others if we witness 
bullying or disrespectful behaviors. Throughout the week, there were discussions and information about bullies, 
victims and witnesses and how to help those in all 3 categories.  There are many resources you can access at home 
as well to learn more and be able to have a conversation with your child/children.  This topic is extremely important 
and sharing your thoughts on this theme with your children will open the door for many other valuable discussions 
as they mature into young adults. 

At the end of October, of course there is Halloween, which we celebrate the day before El Día de los Muertos is 
celebrated on November 1st and 2nd, when many cultures remember family members and friends who  are no longer 
with us by making altars at home with the person’s favorite foods, photos of them and flowers and decorations.  
Families visit the cemetery and remember their loved ones.  This is not a scary holiday but one which acknowledges 
the cycle of life.  Things in common with Halloween are spirits (espíritus), skulls (Calaveras) and skeletons 
(esqueletos/calacas) but NOT black cats (gatos negros) or witches (brujas).  The color orange (anaranjado) is 



present in the marigold flowers (cempasuchil) used to decorate, just as we have orange pumpkins (calabazas) and 
leaves (hojas). A good animated video from 2014 is “The Book of Life”, which very colorfully shows many of the 
cultural connections I just mentioned and is infused with many Spanish language terms they have learned and can 
listen for.  An additional movie about the Day of the Dead will debut this Thanksgiving and is called “COCO” and 
is also visually captivating.  In school, some of the teachers may share a short animated video as well, which I will 
attempt to attach here. (see below or look on You Tube for many trailer samples!) 

 ¡Adiós!  

Leslie Port, World Language Supervisor 

..\dia_de_los_muertos_1280x720.mp4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ya1rQRknfZ8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBw5YScs8iQ 

 

 
 
SAVE THE DATES 
 
SEPTEMBER 
1     Professional Day -  Staff Only 
4     School Closed -  Labor Day 
5     Opening Day -  Staff and Students 
21   School Closed - Rosh Hashanah 
25- 29   Book Fair 
25    Visit the School Night -  6th Grade   6:00 - 8:00 pm 
26    Visit the School Night -  7th & 8th Grades -  6:00 - 8:00pm 
27    Yearbook Photos-Individuals 
  
 
 
OCTOBER   
9     School Closed For Students - Columbus Day / Professional Day for Staff 
13   School Dance – All Grades - “School Spirit - Red and White” 6:00pm-8:00pm 
26   Early Dismissal for Students - 12:25pm (No Lunches Served) Professional Day Staff 
31   Halloween Dress Up - All Staff and Students 
 
NOVEMBER 
6-10    Closed for Election Day  /  NJEA Convention 
15       Yearbook Photo Retakes 
TBA   Quarterly Finals 
15       1st Marking Period Ends 
16       2nd Marking Period Begins 
22       Early Dismissal for Students and Staff - 12:25pm (No Lunches Served) 
23, 24 Closed for Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ya1rQRknfZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBw5YScs8iQ


DECEMBER  
5      Early Dismissal for Students - 12:25pm (No Lunches Served) Professional Day Staff 
4, 5  Winter Vocal / Orchestra Concert Dress Rehearsal 
6, 7  Winter Vocal / Orchestra Concert for Students 
7      Winter Vocal / Orchestra Night Concert - 6:00pm 
15    School Dance - All Grades - “Pajama Party”   6:00-8:00pm 
25-Jan 1   School Closed for Winter Break 
 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please call the main office at 732-505-5775 so we may help you.  


