
 

FROM THE DESK OF: PRINCIPAL MADIGAN: 

September 12, 2018 

(Please Do Not Reply To This Email) 

 
Welcome back new Rockets and returning Rockets! Intermediate East students are off to a great start.  Here are a 
few things to help you stay connected to us: go to http://www.trschools.com/ieast/, and then click on “Rocket 
Blast” on the left. This is updated each day after 11A.M. This lets you know which clubs, sports and other 
happenings are taking place. This weekly newsletter is also on our website if you need to refer back to it. 
 
YELLOW EMERGENCY CARD – PLEASE DO IMMEDIATELY! 
Please note that the yellow emergency card will now be available to input your information through your parent 
portal. You will also be able to update your information throughout the school year.  
 
Our students had an assembly last Friday and were informed about school procedures, dress code, expectations and 
the HIB law. Please take a moment to talk with your child about some of the topics that were discussed at this 
assembly. 
 
 
Please click on the attached policy from the Toms River Regional School District.  
 
 

CARDIAC AND CONCUSSION SCREENINGS – Please click on the attached flyer. 

 

2018-2019 ANNUAL BOOKLET FOR TOMS RIVER REGIONAL SCHOOLS – Please click 

on attached link. 
 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL 
Want to stay informed on spirit day themes and student council sponsored activities?  Sign up for alerts through 
Remind 101.  Text  @trierocket  to 81010. 
 
 
 

 Paperwork will be coming home with regards to our “Visit the School Night”, September 25 & 26, 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Take a moment to go over your child’s schedule with him/her so you will be able to 
comfortably navigate through the building. Also look for paperwork for the upcoming yearbook pictures on 
September 26. 

 
 

 Late busses are Monday through Thursday at 3:00P.M. Please note that most of the sports teams practice 
until 4:00P.M., so when picking up your child on the gym side, please do not park along the yellow curb as it 
poses a safety hazard for the children.  

 
 

 If you need to call guidance and speak to your child’s guidance counselor, their assignments are as follows: 
A - E is Ms. Cannon, F - J is Mrs. Bateman, K - O is Mr. Huttemann, and P - Z is Ms. Moore.  

 
 To keep you informed and ease your worries, we are required to have two safety drills each month. These 

drills will include a fire and a security drill. 
 

http://www.trschools.com/ieast/


 Lastly, parents, when it comes to dropping off items that your child has forgotten, please be considerate of 
the learning environment that exists here at Intermediate East.  We need your assistance in making sure that 
your child has what he/she needs when they arrive at school and communicating the daily plans with them 
the night before. This will alleviate distractions from our academic day and teach our students organization 
and responsibility. However, on that rare occasion you do need to come into the building, please make sure 
you have ID on you. 
 

 
 
 

RESTORE STATE FUNDING 

New Jersey State Legislation passed a school funding “reform” bill known as S2 in June 2018. This plan forced 
Toms River Regional Schools to raise taxes every year while severely cutting funding. This formula is not only 
flawed but outdated. As a direct result of S2, Toms River Regional Schools will be forced to eliminate crucial 
programs for our students. Examples of the some of the potential cuts include clubs, activities, all intermediate 
school sports, freshman and junior varsity (JV) sports in our high schools, busing, full-day kindergarten or 
kindergarten altogether, and staff, including para-professionals. In addition, the growth of essential social skills and 
activities will be jeopardized while class sizes rapidly expand, making quality education difficult. 

Without these vital programs available to our students, gaining acceptance to a college, the military, or the 
transitional career is almost impossible. And without these social interactions, the personal development and the 
reinforcement of life-skills will become neglected for our students, making it extremely challenging for our students 
to stay involved.  

The Toms River Regional School district is one of the most efficient and fiscally responsible in the state. We have 
the fourth-lowest cost-per-student while striving to provide our students with an education to foster college and 
career readiness.  And we stick together. “Jersey Strong” is our motto, and perhaps nothing made that clearer in our 
community than Superstorm Sandy. More than five years later, Toms River is still experiencing the effects of the 
storm, along with many other Jersey Shore towns. The state should hold off reducing education aid until the value 
of property returns to pre-Sandy levels. Let’s continue to be Jersey Strong and fight for our students!  

To sign to petition, copy and paste the following link;  tinyurl.com/saveTRschools 

 
 
DEALING WITH CYBERBULLYING 
First, explain that what may seem like common online behavior can be cyberbullying. If friends post or share 
embarrassing photos or videos of others, classmates spread rumors on cell phones, or peers send hurtful messages 
via social media, that’s crossing a line. If done purposely and repeatedly, it’s considered cyberbullying.  Also, point 
out that what happens online may have serious, real-life consequences.  A humiliating photo gone viral could cause 
the victim to stay away from friends or hurt themselves.  The bully can get into trouble at home, at school, or even 
with the law.  If your teen receives a bullying email, text, or social media message, tell them not to respond.  That 
may make the situation worse.  Instead, have them save or print it to keep a record, block the sender, and tell you 
about it so you can decide what to do.  
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Being in school all day, every day helps your child get the most out of middle school.  Encourage good attendance 
with these ideas: 

 Point out that there is no substitute for being in class.  Your child needs to be present to hear teachers 
explain concepts, to participate in group projects and class discussions, and to ask questions. 

 Schedule doctor, dentist, and orthodontist appointments for before or after school hours whenever 
possible.  

http://tinyurl.com/saveTRschools


 It will be easier for your child to get up on time for school if they have had at least nine hours of sleep.  Set 
a reasonable bedtime, and make sure they put away electronic devices so they aren’t tempted to stay awake 
to read messages or play games. 

 
 
 
 
YEARBOOK 

It's never too early to purchase a yearbook for your child. Full color yearbooks are back for the 2018-2019 
school year! The cost is $35. Pre-order your yearbook today at the LOWEST price of the year. The price goes 
up after October 26. Visit: www.jostens.com, Select "Yearbooks" -->"Buy Your Yearbook" and search "Toms 
River Intermediate East". 
  
YEARBOOK ADS: 
Looking for a special and unique way to commemorate your child's time here at Intermediate East? Yearbook 
Ad sales are now available for purchase! Please visit the Jostens website for pricing and design information. 
Visit: www.jostens.com, Select "Yearbooks" -->"Order Your Yearbook Ad" and search "Toms River 
Intermediate East". 
  
CURRICULUM CORNER 
Greetings from the Curriculum Office! We are super excited to begin a new year with many exciting initiatives in 

grades 6-8. This past summer, teachers and administrators trained and worked hard as we present students with 

expanded offerings and continue to personalize learning. Trainings took place over the summer on the i-Ready 

math platform, Achieve3000 Language Arts program, Performance Matters Data Warehouse, Apex virtual 

classrooms and LATIC (learner-active, technology-infused classrooms.) As the names suggest, teachers will provide 

students with more tools to improve skills, reading aptitude and enrich their knowledge in areas of choice. 

Performance Matters is a brand new platform that provides teachers a detailed view of students’ assessment data 

and other important information to help them craft an individualized learning plan. Achieve3000 and i-Ready are 

platforms that personalize learning for students in reading and math respectively. These programs help students 

grow their reading Lexile and master math skills. Apex Virtual Learning is an online learning program. Toms River 

Schools is using this to offer a blended learning Spanish enrichment class to qualifying students. LATIC is an 

interdisciplinary, student-led learning model that is being used in the high school career academies. Some 

Intermediate teachers have begun training in this model, as well.  

 

The Curriculum office will continue to work with Supervisors, Building Administration and teachers to provide 

more learning opportunities for students. We look forward to a productive 2018-2019 school year! 

 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
SEPTEMBER 
4     Professional Day -  Staff Only 
5     Opening Day -  Staff and Students 
10   School Closed - Rosh Hashanah 
19   School Closed – Yom Kippur 
24 – 28 Book Fair 
25   Visit the School Night -  6th Grade   6:00 - 8:00 pm 
26   Visit the School Night -  7th & 8th Grades -  6:00 - 8:00pm 
26   Yearbook Photos-Individuals 
 
 
 

http://www.jostens.com/
http://www.jostens.com/


OCTOBER 
8     School Closed For Students - Columbus Day / Professional Day for Staff 
12   School Dance – All Grades - “School Spirit - Red and White” 6:00pm-8:00pm 
25   Early Dismissal for Students - 12:25pm (Lunches Served) Professional Day Staff 
31   Halloween Dress Up - All Staff and Students 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
5-9     Closed for Election Day  /  NJEA Convention 
14      Yearbook Photo Retakes 
TBA  Quarterly Finals 
16      1st Marking Period Ends 
19      2nd Marking Period Begins 
21      Early Dismissal for Students and Staff - 12:25pm (Lunches Served) 
22, 23 Closed for Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please call the main office at 732-505-5775 ext. 7 so we may help 
you.  


