
Hello Pirate Parents! 

  
Happy (almost) October!  Our first month of school seems to have gone by in a blink!  

All of our students appear to have settled in to our new school year routine very well, 

and their work displayed in the hallways demonstrates that!  October will continue to be 

full of fun learning experiences for our students! 

  
October represents 3 very important weeks in many facets of Character Education, in 

which our entire school will be participating in learning experiences and various 

activities! 

  
During Week of Respect, 10/2-10/6, students will sign our Anti-bullying Pledge, create 

RESPECT acrostic poems, and participate in Health lessons focusing on respect.  

Additionally, each morning, an announcement will be read about respect and discussed 

during Morning Meeting.  

  
Please wear blue on Monday, October 2

nd

, to observe World Anti-bullying Day!  

  
October 16-20th represents School Violence Awareness Week, and October 23-30th is 

Red Ribbon Week.  More information will follow in upcoming weeks with regard to 

details about activities.  

  
School is closed for students on Monday, October 9

th

, in observance of Columbus Day 

and for teacher professional development. 

  
This week Mrs. Gottlieb’s class is learning all about Johnny Appleseed. They are 

graphing what apple tastes the best, counting apples, and reading the Dr. Seuss book 10 

Apples Up On Top. They are also so excited for their class pet to arrive at the end of 

the week. They tried to predict what animal it would be by writing a sentence on what 

animal they wanted as a class pet. They are so excited to see! 

  
Our first graders also learned about Johnny Appleseed and enjoyed sampling 

homemade applesauce!  

  
The second grade students have been busy visualizing. They have identified many key 

details that are important when creating mental images while reading. They have been 

able to make text-to-self connections as we make our way through stories about 

friendships. An additional favorite activity has been a Words Their Way "speed" sort. 

They love to challenge themselves. 

  
Mrs. Craig's second graders collaborated with Mrs. Gold's second grade class and Mr. 

Brown's fifth graders to complete a STEM activity. Together, the students used apples 



and toothpicks, along with their ingenuity, to create an apple raft that would float in a 

pan of water. It was a fun and engaging science activity! 

  
Mrs. Sclafani’s 3

rd

 grade students are enjoying the novel My Father’s Dragon and have 

begun writing personal narratives!  

  
Our fifth graders are kicking off the school year with a plethora of engaging activities.  

In Reader's Workshop, students are reading Shiloh and analyzing various literary 

concepts.  In Writer's Workshop, students are drafting opinion paragraphs that will 

soon develop into opinion essays.  In math, students are critically examining concepts 

related to multiplication, place value, and exponential notation.  We are starting to 

explore food chains and ecosystems in science.  Keep up the great work fifth graders! 

  
This week, Mrs. Cascio’s class worked with our Kitchen Manager, Mrs. DeRiggi, to 

create a scrumptious ‘Cookies and Cream Fudge’ to sample!   

  
Mr. Mackey has begun lessons with his fourth and fifth grade band students, as well as 

band practice for the advanced fifth grade students! Everyone is doing a fantastic job so 

far making those sweet first sounds on trumpets, flutes, clarinets, and other band 

instruments. If your son or daughter would like to give band a try, it's not too late - 

please contact Mr. Mackey for more information. 

  

  

  

  
Upcoming Events: 

October 2
nd

- Wear blue for World Anti-bullying Day 
October 4

th

- School Store 
October 6th- Pirate Pride Day!   

                  
*October 18th- Picture Day 
*October 20

th

 - Picture Day   

                     

  
Please remember our annual Perfect Attendance Incentive begins October 2nd! 

  
Thank you, as always, for your support and cooperation!  

  
Ms. Colleen McGrath 
Principal 



Please click on link for 2017-18 District Testing Schedule Parental Notification of 

Standardized Assessments 2017-18.doc  

Please click on link for Make Angels/ Make History Event make Angels%2c Make 

History flyer.pdf  
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