
Hello Pirate Parents! 
  

We hope you had a wonderful extended weekend with family 
and friends!   
  

Please follow the links below (also found on our district webpage) 
for valuable district information!   We appreciate your taking a 
few moments to read!   
  

         The link to Our Story, a comprehensive recap of district 
accomplishments over the past several years as well as current 
and future initiatives: 
 http://www.trschools.com/docs/2017/09/2Our-Story.pdf 

  

         The district has been named 2017 Distinguished 
Organization of the Year by the Greater Toms River Chamber of 
Commerce: 
  http://www.trschools.com/community/distinguishedorg 

  

          Toms River’s first NEA Big Read kicked off Oct. 2 and will 
last throughout the entire month. For all information including 
a timeline of events, visit the Big Read Website: 
 http://www.trschools.com/community/bigread 

  

          School performance reports across the past several years 
reveal a marked improvement in AP participation and SAT 
scores:  http://www.trschools.com/community/apandsat 

  

          Toms River Regional Schools is on Instagram! 
Follow us @ tomsriverregionalschools.  And, if you haven’t 
already, ‘like’ and follow us on Facebook at 
 https://www.facebook.com/Toms-River-Regional-School-District-
130499970433878/?scrlybrkr . 
  

You are cordially invited to the third annual Jersey Shore 
Makerfest, a multi-experiential event organized and run by 
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Toms River Regional staff and students that has become famous 
across the state and beyond. It will be held at the Toms River 
Regional Schools Arena and High School North on Saturday, 
October 14, from 10AM to 4PM. The event is free, thanks to 
generous sponsors. Minors must be accompanied by a parent. 
For more information, please go to 
http://jerseyshoremakerfest.org and read the article on our 
webpage 
at: http://www.trschools.com/community/makerfest2017 

  

  

In the classrooms… 

  

Morning Meeting is happening every day at North Dover!  
Students in each classroom spends about 15 minutes at the start 
of the school day (including Special Subject teachers) formally 
greeting each other, sharing thoughts, ideas, stories, 
participating in a group activity, and setting goals for the day!  
Morning Meeting is a major part of ‘Responsive Classroom’ is an 
evidence-based approach to teaching that focuses on engaging 
academics, positive community, effective management, and 
developmental awareness!   Ask your kids about it! 
  

Miss DeMola’s Kindergarteners wrote their 1st book during 
Respect Week! They read many mentor texts to research what 
being respectful looks like in the classroom and at home. The 
class wrote and illustrated many ways to be respectful 
including: we can be polite, we can listen, we can be kind, and 
we can be fair. Miss DeMola’s class is also enjoying their daily 
reading and math centers. During Center Time, students rotate 
around the room to visit 5 learning centers each day. So far, the 
fan favorite center is small group reading time with Miss 
DeMola. We are off to a fabulous start here in Kindergarten, 
and can’t wait to see what’s in store for the remainder of 
October!  
  

https://mail.trschools.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=4GgKEMuEEeibA4nDrVvk9Ob6tJkvDJVstEgc111zg2h9ISvclBHVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2ff%2fa%2fnkXNxOUqPtpq931pafrRog%7e%7e%2fAAAAAQA%7e%2fRgRbv6hUP0EIAOzvIooHDSdXB3NjaG9vbG1YBAAAAABCCgAD1HTeWZhK8-dSFWJyaWVsbHlAdHJzY2hvb2xzLmNvbQlRBAAAAABEMGh0dHA6Ly93d3cudHJzY2hvb2xzLmNvbS9jb21tdW5pdHkvbWFrZXJmZXN0MjAxN0eqeyJzaGFyZGlkIjoiNCIsImN1c3RvbWVyaWQiOiI0NDU1IiwiZW1haWxTb3VyY2UiOiJDVVNUT01FUl9KT0IiLCJzZXF1ZW5jZSI6IjAiLCJwZXJzb25pZCI6IjE3NzI0IiwiZW52IjoicHJvZCIsImpvYmlkIjoiMzE5NDQiLCJ1c2VyaWQiOiI0NyIsInNlbnRUaW1lTXMiOiIxNTA3NzUxMTE3Nzk1In0%7e


Mrs. Gottlieb’s kindergarten- “Our class has been learning all 
about Christopher Columbus and the letter Aa. They have read 
books about his three ships and how he discovered America. In 
math students have been learning all about the ‘Coin Family.’ 
The students are excited to be able to identify the different coins 
and tell you how much they are worth. During Baymax, our 
students will be constructing the tallest tower out of dots and 
tooth picks. They are so excited to be engineers and conduct 
STEM activities.” 

  

Mrs. Grausso’s class- “In our class this week, we have finished 
learning lessons on the topic: Respect. The students worked hard 
to come up with words and have made a "heart chain of respect" 
that they displayed. We also are continuing to learn about how 
rivers flow through a fun hands-on Mystery Science lesson. In 
social studies we learned about Christopher Columbus and his 
voyage to what is now known as America. We are also starting 
to discuss more about the fall season and are starting writing 
prompts and art activities about this great season!” 

  

Ms. Hammer’s 3rd grade- “Our third grade students are enjoying 
the book ‘My Father's Dragon.’  We are also enjoying our daily 
Morning Meeting!” 

  

Mrs. Sclafani’s and Mrs. Clayton’s 3rd grade -“We are going to be 
conducting our first STEM activity after reading the book 
‘Twenty-One Elephants.’  The children will be building a bridge 
to hold up as many animals as possible!!” 

  

Mrs. Davey’s 4th grade- “We have been working on lines, line 
segments, rays and angles in Geometry. We are getting in the 
spirit of Halloween with Roald Dahl's, "The Witches" and 
studying characters and plot.  During social studies, we are 
learning about the Southeast region of the United States.” 

  



Ms. Doyle's 4th grade- “We have been enjoying the Steam Dream 
Lab.  The students are using snap circuits, Makey--Makey, 
creating songs on I-Pads, making designs using magnetic art, 
and having fun in our Reader's Theatre.  In Math, we are 
exploring different ways to estimate and round numbers.  In 
Language Arts, we are enjoying reading "Journey to the Center 
of the Earth" and becoming better writers.    Most importantly, 
we are getting to know each other better during our morning 
meetings and learning how to greet each other in different 
languages.  We are all off to a great year!” 

  

Mrs. Cascio’s class- “Mrs. Cascio's class is doing an excellent job 
adjusting to the new routines in our classroom!  Students just 
earned their first class reward for exhibiting good behaviors and 
they chose "party time" and enjoyed snacks, pizza, music and 
dancing. We're so proud of their hard work! Also, the students 
are taking such pride in their daily creative writing journals 
and improvements they're making in their grammar skill daily 
drill packets. We're so impressed at the growth they're showing 
with their writing skills too. We have been learning all about the 
importance of respect. The students made a beautiful class poster 
that included all their ideas and pictures of the various 
examples of respecting others, yourself, and/or the space (e.g. 
school, home). We have it on display in the hallway to show off 
their hard work. Lastly, the students came to the life 
skills/vocational skills class ready to learn and work hard. Mrs. 
Cascio, Mrs. Applegate, Mrs. Wenz and Mrs. DeRiggi loved the 
students’ attitudes and are excited to teach them new things at 
the workplace this school year!” 

  

Mrs. Saylor's 4th grade- “We published our first narrative 
writing pieces.  In reading we having been discussing/inferring 
the “Journey to the Center of the Earth.”  In math, we are almost 
finished with Unit 1 and will be having an assessment on all the 
concepts we learned: geometry, rounding, expanded form, 



estimating, addition, subtraction, and measurements.  During 
Social Studies, we learned a lot about the Southeast region of the 
United States.  We are going to start Science-we will be 
discussing volcanoes first.” 

  

Mrs. Gawalis- “Fifth graders are continuing to read and discuss 
realistic fiction novels.  Through our discussions, we are 
analyzing characters, determining theme, and thinking about 
how point of view changes the telling of a story.  In science, we 
continue to explore concepts related to food webs and energy 
pyramids.  In social studies, we are delving into European 
exploration and its impact on the land that is now the United 
States.  In math, we will soon be leaping into decimals and 
exploring various decimal concepts.”  
  

Mrs. Bowes’ Art- “In art class, students are starting to finish up 
their first projects of the year! Kindergarten and Grade 1 are 
finishing up their line and "dot" drawings where they used 
various media to print and paint. Grade 2 started their "Starry 
Night" collages that were inspired by the Expressionist artist, 
Vincent Van Gogh. In Grade 3, students are learning about 
Mexican folk art and are creating folk art mirrors! Grade 4 is 
continuing their Color Theory unit and will be finishing up their 
color wheels very soon! All students are doing a great job mixing 
and blending their colors to create new ones! Grade 5 are 
finishing up their Illumination projects! I can’t wait to see how 
each has turned out!” 

  

Our hallways are lined with students’ beautiful academic and 
art work!  Many bulletin boards are covered with poems and 
stories with the ‘Respect’ theme, which we are going to continue 
to promote throughout the year! 
  

Mark your calendars for the month of October: 

  

Friday 13th- Wear PINK in support of 



                    Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

  

Wednesday 18th and Friday 20th- School Pictures!!! 
  

Thursday 19th- SHADE OUT VIOLENCE- Wear sunglasses!! 
  

Thursday 26th- Early dismissal at 1:55pm for 

                    Teacher Professional Development 

  

Friday 27th- PTO Race for Education!   Students are invited to 
wear the following colors: 
                     Gr5- Red 

                     Gr4- Orange 

                     Gr3- Yellow 

                     Gr2- Green 

                     Gr1- Blue 

                     K- Purple 

  

Monday 30th- Halloween Dress up Day!  (please see memo coming 
home) 
  

As always, thank you for your support and cooperation!  
  

Ms. Colleen McGrath 

Principal 
 


