
Hello Pirate Parents! 

  

Happy October!  Our first month of school seems to have gone 
by in a blink!  All of our students appear to have settled in to 
our new school year routine very well, and their work 
displayed in the hallways demonstrates that!  October will 
continue to be full of fun learning experiences for our 
students! 

  

October represents 3 very important weeks in many facets of 
Character Education, in which our entire school will be 
participating in learning experiences and various activities! 

  

During this week, Week of Respect, 10/1/18-10/5/18, students 
created RESPECT acrostic poems, participate in Morning 
Meeting and Health lessons focusing on respect, and had fun 
with our ‘spirit days.’  

  

October 15-19th represents School Violence Awareness Week, 
and October 23-30th is Red Ribbon Week.  More information 
will follow in upcoming weeks with regard to details about 
activities.  

  

**School is closed for students on Monday, October 8th, in 
observance of Columbus Day and for teacher professional 
development. 



  

Thank you to our PTO and supporters for sponsoring ‘The 
Raptor Project’ which brought owls, falcons, and the Bald 
Eagle to our gym last week!  We learned a lot about the 
raptors and their way of life! 

  

Just a reminder - we are still collecting items for Children's 
Specialized Hospital in Toms River.  Fall scented lotions, 
Chap-stick, oils for a diffuser, plastic craft pumpkins, artificial 
leaves, pumpkin or apple cake mixes would be 
appreciated.  The collection ends on Friday, October 12th. 
Thank you for your participation! 

  

In the classrooms… 

  

Mrs. Cascio's class is doing an excellent job adjusting to the 
new routines in our classroom! They just earned their first 
class reward for good behaviors and they chose to watch a 
movie. We're so proud of their hard work! The students have 
been doing a nice job learning all about money in Math and 
practicing their reading comprehension and phonics skills 
during Reading & Language Arts. They have been doing an 
excellent job learning the rotations of our learning centers too! 
The students just finished learning all about the phases of the 
moon with Ms. Datz and did a fun culminating projects with 
Pringles chips to show the different phases of the moon, as well 
as, making their own art projects too. In Social Studies, we 
learned about Johnny Appleseed and created our own mini 
books about him. Also, we taste tested different apples and 



created a bar graph to determine the class favorite. The 
golden delicious apple was the winner. :) Lastly, the students 
came to the life skills/vocational skills class ready to learn and 
work hard. All of their teachers loved the students’ attitudes 
and are excited to teach them new things at the workplace 
this school year! 

  

This week, Mrs. Gottlieb's class has been learning about the 
letter Mm.  Students have counted, sorted, graphed, and made 
patterns with M&Ms.  They have read ‘If You Give a Moose a 
Muffin’ and circled Mms with smelly markers. On Baymax 
Friday, these kindergarteners will be learning about what an 
engineer does, and they will even take a virtual field trip to 
experience what a carpenter, architect, and paramedic does 
every day!  It is going to be a marvelous week in Mrs. 
Gottlieb's class!  

  

The first graders had a fun day on Wednesday, September 
26th.  They celebrated Johnny Appleseed's birthday by making 
homemade applesauce.  Thanks to the first grade parents for 
peeling and cutting the apples.  The students added their apple 
to a crock pot and the first grade teachers added cinnamon, 
sugar, brown sugar and water.  After cooking for a couple of 
hours, the applesauce was done.  The children all enjoyed it 
and it made the hallway smell wonderful.  :) 

  

Mrs. McGreevey's class has been learning about the three 
ways to read a book.  Ms. McGrath joined our class for a 
lesson on how the text of a book has meaning. She read ‘The 
Book with No Pictures.’   The students discussed how they 



made pictures in their minds while she was reading.  The book 
is always a big hit with the first graders! 

  

  

Our 5th graders were hard at work this past week. In 
Language Arts, students have continued to analyze the 
realistic fiction novel “Shiloh.” 5th graders have shown 
tremendous skill identifying literary elements such as: tone 
and mood, comparing and contrasting, and identifying 
figurative language. In math, our students continue to make 
discoveries about place value concepts. Lastly, the students 
witnessed an amazing assembly called the Raptor Project. 
Students were able to connect the assembly to their learning of 
food chains during our recent Mystery Science lessons. It was 
another strong week for the 5th grade. 

  

Mr. Mackey has begun lessons with his fourth and fifth grade 
band students, as well as band practice for the advanced fifth 
grade students! Everyone is doing a fantastic job so far 
making those sweet first sounds on trumpets, flutes, clarinets, 
and other band instruments. If your son or daughter would 
like to give band a try, it's not too late - please contact Mr. 
Mackey for more information. 

  

  

Upcoming Events: 

Monday, October 8th- School Closed in observance of Columbus 
Day and for Teacher Professional Development 



  

Wed., October 17th-Thurs., October 18th- School Picture 
Days!                    

  

Friday, October 19th:  PTO Fall Festival!   

                        (please see flyer coming home)       

  

Thursday, October 25th:  Early Dismissal at 1:55pm 

                     for Teacher Professional Development!                

  

Please remember our annual Perfect Attendance Incentive 
began October 1st!   

  

Thank you, as always, for your support and cooperation!  

  

Ms. Colleen McGrath 

Principal 

  

 

 


