
Hello Pirate Parents~ 

  

Welcome back and we hope you enjoyed your week with 
family and friends! 

  

Thank you to all who attended our Parent/Teacher 
conferences!  It was great to see you, and please remember 
your child’s teacher is a phone call or email away.  I truly 
believe in the importance of the cooperative efforts and 
communication between the home and school to help each 
child reach his/her potential.  

  

In the spirit of being thankful and grateful, our Pirates had 
an opportunity to give a modified version of Pirates’ Gold to 
any staff members they chose!  Around the building you will 
see cut-out leaves and pumpkins, on which students wrote a 
‘thank you’ and explanation to a teacher, custodian, food 
service worker, support staff and/or administrator.   Our 
entire Pirate staff ‘treasured’ the experience and truly felt the 
gratitude from our young Pirates.   

  

Thank you, also, for your generous donations to our 4th grade 
food drive!  Tomorrow, 11/16, is our last collection date!  

  

* Early dismissal at 1:55pm on Wednesday, 11/21 



**Reminder that school is closed for Thanksgiving on 
Thursday, 11/22- Friday, 11/23.  

  

Tuesday, 11/20: Picture Make-up date 

                 

Tuesday, 11/27: Twisted Tuesday 

  

Thursday, 11/29:  PTO Holiday Shoppe (see flyer) 

                            3:30-6:30pm in NDE Cafeteria 

  

Peeking into December, some dates to remember….. 

Tuesday 12/4:      Early Dismissal at 1:55pm for 

                           Teacher Professional Development 

Wednesday, 12/5:  PTO School Store 

Friday 12/7:         Pirate Pride Day   

Mon 12/24-Tues 1/1:  School Closed for Winter Break 

Wednesday 1/2:   School Reopens 

  

In the classrooms… 

  



Mrs. Brown's Media/Tech classes have been discussing the 
engineering design process! We completed STEM/Maker 
activities and our second grade classes built Lego dog houses. 
During our Media lessons, we've been discussing library 
citizenship, book care, and checking out library books. For our 
Tech lessons students have been working on computer skills, 
familiarizing themselves with the Chrome books, and learning 
about digital citizenship and internet safety. We've been busy 
in the Media Center! 

  

Miss Kaye:  The beginning orchestral students are hard at 
work.  They have learned to play 8 notes and can recognize 
them when seen on a staff and now, they will begin using the 
bow!  In no time at all, your children will be playing lovely, 
recognizable nursery rhymes and holiday music!  

     The 5th grade advanced string players have started 
orchestra rehearsals for our upcoming holiday mini concert 
on Wednesday, 12/19 at 1:30pm in the gym.  Students have 
voted and pre-selected holiday favorites to play and are busy 
little "buzzing" bees learning and making beautiful 
music!  Please continue to reinforce positive practicing habits 
at home!       

  

Mrs. Pizzuto's class has been doing an amazing job utilizing 
the Handwriting Without Tears Program.  The students have 
been using their mats, wooden sticks, and chalk boards to form 
the letters of the alphabet. Everyone enjoys the lessons and we 
see progress on a daily basis!  We also have some wonderful 
readers emerging!  Our learners are proudly reading stories to 
the class from their PCI Reading Program.   We are looking 



forward to our discussions about the Thanksgiving Holiday 
and sharing what we are thankful for in our morning 
meetings. 

  

This week Mrs. Gottlieb’s students loved writing about the 
things they are thankful for. They also have been working 
hard blending and writing three letter words. In math, Mrs. 
Gottlieb is so proud that 11 students can write numbers 1-100! 
On Baymax Friday, these kindergartners are continuing with 
the theme of the letter Tt and doing a STEM activity called 
Thanksgiving Table. It has been a terrific week in Mrs. 
Gottlieb's class and we are so thankful! 

  

Mrs. Intintola’s first grade class has enjoyed reading some 
exciting stories about turkey adventures!  We have talked 
about how interesting it would be to have a turkey as a pet, 
and we wrote some terrific paragraphs about how we could 
make that happen! It was so much fun to design our own 
turkeys to go with our writing pieces. Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

The second grade students have been working with identifying 
predicates in sentences and using commas to offset signal 
words. They’re beginning to build solid paragraphs by crafting 
introduction and conclusion sentences, and connecting their 
thoughts with transition words. The children have also been 
reading about animal and human relationships. In their 
selections this week they've seen how people might care for a 
horse, whales, and a rhinoceros named Lola. They have been 
enjoying the mathematical discourse of Ready Math as they 
begin to explore arrays. 



  

The third graders have been very busy learning meaning of 
multiplication and division. In writing they have been 
working very hard at revising and editing their opinion 
essays and also writing thoughtful paragraphs about all that 
they are thankful for this Thanksgiving. 

  

Our fourth graders are finishing up their novel "Journey to 
the Center of the Earth” by Jules Verne.  They are really 
enjoying it!  They have been working on developing their 
summarizing skills by using the 5 finger rule.   The students 
have also been learning about internal and external traits 
and the difference between a round and flat character.   Our 
science curriculum, Mystery Science, is aligned with our 
reading program.  Students are currently learning about the 
Ring of Fire and mapping where most volcanoes occur in the 
world.  Additionally, students will explore ways in which 
tectonic plates move.  Our fourth graders are also looking 
forward to celebrating the Thanksgiving holiday with family 
and friends! 

  

The week before the fall break was fun for our 5th graders. 
The students all looked amazing and spooky in their 
Halloween costumes and enjoyed their class parties. In math, 
students have worked extremely hard in multiplying multi-
digit numbers in various ways. During language arts, 
students completed their first unit on “Building 
Relationships.” The students analyzed both fiction and 
nonfiction texts while working on a of literacy skills. The 
students are eagerly waiting to read our new novel “Wonder,” 



as part of our new unit, ‘Understanding the Importance of 
Tolerance.’ Students have worked efficiently while applying 
different writing skills to their opinion pieces about their 
favorite activity. Students are looking forward to a new week 
of learning adventures!! 

  

We are always super busy and grateful for our amazing 
teachers and support staff who work their magic every day to 
provide awesome educational experiences for our Pirates!   Of 
course, we are most thankful for the continued support and 
cooperation of our parents and guardians for helping and 
encouraging ‘our kids’ to always do their best!   

  

  

From our family to yours, wishing you all a wonderful 
Thanksgiving! 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Ms. Colleen McGrath 

Principal 

  

 


