
Hello Pirate Parents! 

  

What a blast our Halloween celebrations were!  The kids 
looked great!  We hope our families who continued the 
celebration by trick-or treating had a great time as well!  

  

Several important reminders- Please mark your calendars: 

-School is closed next week, 11/5-11/9 

  

-There is an early dismissal at 1:25pm on Tuesday 13th- 
Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th for Parent/Teacher 
conferences. 

 *Conferences are for parents only, please review your 
appointment time and plan to arrive about 5-10 minutes early 
for your appointment time!   We look forward to seeing you!    

  

-This Friday, November 2nd, is Pirate Pride Day! 

  

-Monday, November 12th, dress in Red White and Blue in 
honor or Veteran’s Day! 

  

-There is an early dismissal on Wednesday 21st at 1:55pm, 
which is the day before Thanksgiving!  

  



-School is closed on Thursday 22nd and Friday 23th for the 
Thanksgiving holiday!  

  

ATTENTION GRADE 5 PARENTS:  We are cordially inviting 
you and your 5th grader to attend ‘UNBREAKABLE,’ an anti-
bullying forum held at RWJ Barnabas Health Arena, 
Thursday, Nov.15th, 6-8pm.  Please click on links at end of 
email and see permission slip/ticket order form sent home 
today as well!   Hope to see all 5th grade families there! 

  

Check out these important district links… 

  

HAVE YOU SIGNED? The state wants to strip our district of 
$70 million over the next six years, but we're fighting back for 
our students and community. The ‘Save Our Students!’ parent-
led petition needs your signature! Please take two minutes to 
sign if you have not already: 

https://tinyurl.com/SaveOurStudents-parentpetition   

  

District Leaders Testify About Funding Crisis at State 
Conference: 

http://www.trschools.com/community/district-leaders-testify-
about-funding-crisis-at-state-conference 

  

Students Undertake 'Kindness Challenge': 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Kt79XgqlA9qrJREZGlYFdg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0Q4aHR0cHM6Ly90aW55dXJsLmNvbS9TYXZlT3VyU3R1ZGVudHMtcGFyZW50cGV0aXRpb24lMjAlMjBXB3NjaG9vbG1CCgAARVTbW6-npZlSFWJyaWVsbHlAdHJzY2hvb2xzLmNvbVgEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/xlTRJSQxeVQO7Awkz0ETYw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0RkaHR0cDovL3d3dy50cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tL2NvbW11bml0eS9kaXN0cmljdC1sZWFkZXJzLXRlc3RpZnktYWJvdXQtZnVuZGluZy1jcmlzaXMtYXQtc3RhdGUtY29uZmVyZW5jZVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAABFVNtbr6elmVIVYnJpZWxseUB0cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/xlTRJSQxeVQO7Awkz0ETYw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0RkaHR0cDovL3d3dy50cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tL2NvbW11bml0eS9kaXN0cmljdC1sZWFkZXJzLXRlc3RpZnktYWJvdXQtZnVuZGluZy1jcmlzaXMtYXQtc3RhdGUtY29uZmVyZW5jZVcHc2Nob29sbUIKAABFVNtbr6elmVIVYnJpZWxseUB0cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB


http://www.trschools.com/community/students-undertake-
kindness-challenge 

From Mrs. O’Donnell, Supervisor of Instruction: 

  

Ready Math- 

Why does this math look different? Computations are only one 
part of mathematics. Mathematics is also about 
communicating, making connections, and finding ways to 
solve real-world problems. We need students who can 
persevere in thinking about a problem and attempting a 
solution, asking good questions, understanding that there are 
different ways to solve a problem, and communicating their 
solutions to others. 

Some instructional methods you are seeing in your student’s 
math materials may be unfamiliar to you. These newer 
methods are helping students make connections to concepts 
they have already learned to strengthen their understanding 
before we move on to something new. Research has shown that 
making these connections is an important step in developing 
strong mathematics foundations. 

  

Where to learn more- 

Each lesson in Ready includes a Family Letter explaining the 
mathematics concepts being taught that week. Read these 
letters and do the activities on the back with your student, as 
time allows. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/1w3XzoevqvUEfzJJZnjQgg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0RIaHR0cDovL3d3dy50cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tL2NvbW11bml0eS9zdHVkZW50cy11bmRlcnRha2Uta2luZG5lc3MtY2hhbGxlbmdlVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAEVU21uvp6WZUhVicmllbGx5QHRyc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/1w3XzoevqvUEfzJJZnjQgg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0RIaHR0cDovL3d3dy50cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tL2NvbW11bml0eS9zdHVkZW50cy11bmRlcnRha2Uta2luZG5lc3MtY2hhbGxlbmdlVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAEVU21uvp6WZUhVicmllbGx5QHRyc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~


Mathematics educator Graham Fletcher has developed some 
short videos that provide easy to understand explanations 
about the different strategies and models used in K–5 
mathematics. These short, engaging videos show how learning 
progresses from one grade to the next and explain less-
familiar strategies. 

The series includes these videos (each video is less than 5 
minutes in length): 

Early Number and Counting (Gr Pre K-
K) https://vimeo.com/210115211 

Addition and Subtraction (Gr K-
2) https://gfletchy.com/2016/03/04/the-progression-of-
addition-and-subtraction/ 

Multiplication (Gr 2-4)  https://gfletchy.com/2015/12/18/the-
progression-of-multiplication/ 

Division (Gr 3-4)  https://gfletchy.com/2016/01/31/the-
progression-of-division/ 

Fractions (Gr 1-5) https://gfletchy.com/2016/12/08/the-
progression-of-fractions/ 

  

  

In our classrooms… 

  

Mr. Rielly's Technology classes have been learning how to be 
both safe and respectful while using the internet. We have 
been learning about what information is not safe to share 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/1qudW7yArAVgXNyXyRpIsg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0QeaHR0cHM6Ly92aW1lby5jb20vMjEwMTE1MjExJTIwVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAEVU21uvp6WZUhVicmllbGx5QHRyc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/y9XNX4K7IOnfER3YU7OfIg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0RPaHR0cHM6Ly9nZmxldGNoeS5jb20vMjAxNi8wMy8wNC90aGUtcHJvZ3Jlc3Npb24tb2YtYWRkaXRpb24tYW5kLXN1YnRyYWN0aW9uLyUyMFcHc2Nob29sbUIKAABFVNtbr6elmVIVYnJpZWxseUB0cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/y9XNX4K7IOnfER3YU7OfIg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0RPaHR0cHM6Ly9nZmxldGNoeS5jb20vMjAxNi8wMy8wNC90aGUtcHJvZ3Jlc3Npb24tb2YtYWRkaXRpb24tYW5kLXN1YnRyYWN0aW9uLyUyMFcHc2Nob29sbUIKAABFVNtbr6elmVIVYnJpZWxseUB0cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/SxDmXARG9_VprXl3S3ZTaQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0RFaHR0cHM6Ly9nZmxldGNoeS5jb20vMjAxNS8xMi8xOC90aGUtcHJvZ3Jlc3Npb24tb2YtbXVsdGlwbGljYXRpb24vJTIwVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAEVU21uvp6WZUhVicmllbGx5QHRyc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/SxDmXARG9_VprXl3S3ZTaQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0RFaHR0cHM6Ly9nZmxldGNoeS5jb20vMjAxNS8xMi8xOC90aGUtcHJvZ3Jlc3Npb24tb2YtbXVsdGlwbGljYXRpb24vJTIwVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAEVU21uvp6WZUhVicmllbGx5QHRyc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ik7HYJjE474l-2avqNOjRw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0Q_aHR0cHM6Ly9nZmxldGNoeS5jb20vMjAxNi8wMS8zMS90aGUtcHJvZ3Jlc3Npb24tb2YtZGl2aXNpb24vJTIwVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAEVU21uvp6WZUhVicmllbGx5QHRyc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ik7HYJjE474l-2avqNOjRw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0Q_aHR0cHM6Ly9nZmxldGNoeS5jb20vMjAxNi8wMS8zMS90aGUtcHJvZ3Jlc3Npb24tb2YtZGl2aXNpb24vJTIwVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAEVU21uvp6WZUhVicmllbGx5QHRyc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/cOUYOY6-K9NiSu2s6U4KmA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0Q9aHR0cHM6Ly9nZmxldGNoeS5jb20vMjAxNi8xMi8wOC90aGUtcHJvZ3Jlc3Npb24tb2YtZnJhY3Rpb25zL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAABFVNtbr6elmVIVYnJpZWxseUB0cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/cOUYOY6-K9NiSu2s6U4KmA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0Q9aHR0cHM6Ly9nZmxldGNoeS5jb20vMjAxNi8xMi8wOC90aGUtcHJvZ3Jlc3Npb24tb2YtZnJhY3Rpb25zL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAABFVNtbr6elmVIVYnJpZWxseUB0cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB


over the internet, how to deal with cyberbullies and much 
more. Please visit www.digitalpassport.org/ for more 
information and activities. 

  

In Mrs. Bowes's art classes, students are learning about art 
history as well as different cultures. 3rd and 5th grades are 
finishing up their Dia de los Muertos projects and will be 
bringing home calavera masks and collages. Kindergarten 
and 1st grade even helped with the bright marigold flower 
additions! 2nd grade is completing their Starry Night collages 
inspired by Vincent Van Gogh. These projects look beautiful 
when uploaded into Artsonia, our online art gallery. And 
finally, 4th grade is finishing up their bright color wheels! 
Each color wheel is unique and different from the next! I hope 
you enjoy all the projects as much as the students enjoyed 
creating them! 

  

Mrs. Cascio’s class had such a fun time celebrating Halloween 
with Mrs. Grausso & Mrs. Pizzuto’s classes this week! The class 
made a delicious Halloween dessert called “Witches Hats” 
with Mrs. DeRiggi and the classroom staff last week. 
Everyone has been doing an awesome job following the steps of 
the recipe with little to no assistance, maintaining proper 
safety procedures in the kitchen and working together as a 
team. In addition, the students enjoyed doing a writing 
prompt that focused on what they love about the fall season 
and they made beautiful paintings to go with them too. They 
continue to make improvements and work hard during the 
Words Their Way, guided reading and sight words learning 
centers. In Math, we have been focusing on money skills and 
the students have been completing various hands-on activities 

http://www.digitalpassport.org/


and games. Lastly, in Social Studies we have been reading all 
about the history of Halloween and made our own pumpkins 
too. 

  

Mrs. Gottlieb's class was excited to see a tractor at our Trick 
or Treat celebration to celebrate Tt week. They talked all week 
about different types of transportation you can take. Their 
favorite book they read this week was Cars and Trucks and 
Things That Go By, written by Richard Scary. The class has 
been working very hard writing simple sentences and reading 
small books with our sight words. In math Mrs. Gottlieb's class 
learned about tally marks. Mrs. Gottlieb is so proud that her 
kindergarten class can count, make and decompose tally 
marks. On Baymax Friday, they are continuing with the 
theme of the Letter Tt and doing a STEM activity called 
Thanksgiving Table. It is going to be a terrific week in Mrs. 
Gottlieb's class. 

  

The 5th graders would like to say thank you to all of their 
parents for contributing to our BOO-tiful Halloween 
celebrations!  We had a Spooktacular morning eating, playing 
games and making festive crafts.  When we return from our 
November break, we will begin reading the novel “Wonder,” 
which is always a favorite amongst our students and 
teachers.  The themes of kindness and acceptance in the novel 
provide us with countless opportunities for discussions about 
how we can make a positive impact with our actions.  

  

  



Thank you, as always, for your support and cooperation!  

  

Have a great week! 

  

Ms. Colleen McGrath 

Principal 

  

  

5th grade Kindness Challenge   

 https://letsallbekind.com/take-the-kindness-challenge/ 

  

5th Grade Information about ‘UNBREAKABLE’ 

http://www.trschools.com/docs/2018/10/uNBREAKABLE-1022.pdf 

  

Additional copy of 5th Grade Permission Slip/Ticket Order for 
‘UNBREAKABLE’ 

Unbreakable.ltr.doc  

 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/DaFxOnjF6jNnaQTu-mRZng~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0Q2aHR0cHM6Ly9sZXRzYWxsYmVraW5kLmNvbS90YWtlLXRoZS1raW5kbmVzcy1jaGFsbGVuZ2UvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAEVU21uvp6WZUhVicmllbGx5QHRyc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ARCJHUc6jK9X8dP5vmNWGA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0Q6aHR0cDovL3d3dy50cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tL2RvY3MvMjAxOC8xMC91TkJSRUFLQUJMRS0xMDIyLnBkZlcHc2Nob29sbUIKAABFVNtbr6elmVIVYnJpZWxseUB0cnNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/KhfpctkfN37rZOdfpY2lgQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRdvIfFP0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPVE4TzV2MHpaM2RRJm1hbD0xNzIxMjU1NWFmNzQwNjg2ZmEwMjJhMjMzYmIyMTc1NDgyOTY3NDcyNjZhZGFmM2E3ZmE5MWNkMjljMmJiMjM1VwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAEVU21uvp6WZUhVicmllbGx5QHRyc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~

