
Hello Pirate Parents! 

  

The PTO fundraiser at SkyZone for tonight has been postponed 
due to the potential of inclement weather.  Pre-purchased 
tickets will be honored at the rescheduled date which has yet 
to be determined. 

  

Thank you, once again, to those parents who have 
participated in our 2nd Annual ‘Career Month’- the feedback 
continues to be so positive and we know our students are 
learning and enjoying it so much! 

  

As a reminder: 

In the event of school delayed openings or cancellations, the 
following resources are available to you: 

-         Robo-call from the district (please listen and follow the 
prompts to hear important messages) 

-         TRschools.com (our school website) 

-         ChTV21  (Ch26 FIOS) 

-         WOBM 92.7 / WRAT 95.9 / WJRZ 100.1 

*In a delayed opening, school begins at 10:55am at North 
Dover.  

*In a delayed opening, Door 17 opens at 10:35am for drop off. 

**Never leave your child unattended at Door 17.  



**Always follow ferry lane drop-off procedure. If you park in 
a spot, you must walk your child to Door 17, as children do not 
cross in the parking lot alone. 

**In a delayed opening, school buses will arrive to pick up 90 
minutes from the normal scheduled time 

**AM Y-Kids is canceled in a delayed opening 

** PM Y-kids is canceled with a weather-related or PM 
emergency closing 

*Please inform the Main Office asap in the event your contact 
information has changed.  

  

*Kindly check your child’s backpack for dangling, decorative 
items and please consider removing them.  Although most 
‘keychain-type’ items may not appear harmful, they may have 
a potential to cause injury.  We do appreciate your support 
and cooperation in our continuous efforts of safety! 

  

**Please check our Lost and found for missing items! 

  

This Friday is Football Jersey Day, in honor of the Super 
Bowl!  Pirates are invited to wear their favorite football (or 
team) jersey!   

  

In the classrooms… 



In Mrs. Bowes's art classes, students are busy creating projects 
about contemporary artist, Chris Uphues. Kindergarten and 
2nd grade are working on beautiful heart motifs and using 
him as inspiration! They are also experimenting with a new 
way to add color to their projects. 1st and 3rd grade are 
learning about pop artist, Jim Dine. Look out for their Pop 
Art Hearts coming home soon! 4th grade is continuing their 
foreshortening lesson and are experimenting with ways to 
create perspective on a two-dimensional flat surface. And 
finally, 5th grade is hard at work learning about the art of 
Illuminations. These letters will be filled with symbols about 
them and are starting to come together very nicely!  Mrs. 
Bowes is learning so much more about our Pirates while 
watching them create these images! 

  

This week Mrs. Gottlieb’s class is learning all about the letter 
Ee. They are reading long and short Ee words in their leveled 
books and every morning with their fluency and fitness 
routine. They read the story ‘Elephant Families,’ by Arthur 
Dorros. This book is an informative but accessible nonfiction 
book for young children. It also goes along with our science 
unit about animals.  Students were interested to learn that 
young elephants have babysitters and elephants can peel 
oranges with their trunks!  These savvy kindergartners are 
learning estimation and have had fun trying to estimate how 
many eggs are in the jar!  It is going to be an excellent week in 
Mrs. Gottlieb’s class! 

  

First graders are preparing for their show - Pajama Party 
which will premiere on Thursday, February 7 in the 



cafeteria.  They are learning songs and practicing speaking 
parts.  

Students are busy learning long vowels sounds and spellings, 
writing sentences relating to one topic, and understanding 
teen numbers.  As always, we are very busy in first grade! 

  

Mrs. Pizzuto's class has been enjoying exploring shadows in 
preparation for Groundhog's Day.    We hope our predictions 
will be accurate that he will not see his shadow and spring is 
near!!  Also in science we have been reviewing what a plant 
needs to grow and the parts of a plant.  Using an Aerogarden 
we are growing basil, parsley, dill, and thyme in the 
classroom.  It is exciting to observe our garden grow in the 
middle of winter!  Students have been reading short stories 
and learning to identify story elements, such as main 
character and settings.  Students have also begun to proudly 
display their skills by reading to our Principal, Ms. McGrath, 
who is very proud of their progress! 

  

The second graders are beginning to learn to write how-to 
essays. They are having fun practicing the steps of procedures 
to make sure they have all the steps. Soon they will be 
planning out their essays and including transition 
words.  Second grade students have also been busy working 
with finding the main idea and supporting details as well as 
working to identify singular and plural possessive nouns. They 
have become very familiar with place value and will start to 
compare, add, and subtract two three-digit numbers. Please 
continue to reinforce addition and subtraction facts up to 20 
with your student to increase their mathematical 



fluency.  Additionally, students are learning about numbers 
into the hundreds and are manipulating base-ten blocks to 
gain a better understanding of place value.  Wow are they 
busy!  

  

Mrs. Sclafani's and Ms. Hammer's classes are just finishing up 
their first personal narratives.  They are also very busy 
working on multi-step word problems, using all four 
operations! 

  

Mrs. Cascio's class has been hard at work since the start of 
2019. The class has been working on their writing skills 
through various projects related to creating New Year’s 
resolutions for themselves, writing a creative story about a 
day in the life of a snowman who came to life and talking 
about what their dream is for the world after we learned 
about Martin Luther King Jr. In math, they have been 
working hard on their addition and subtraction skills and 
we're so proud of them. Recently in science class, they have 
been learning all about earthquakes and mountains as well as 
floating and sinking. They have done some really neat 
experiments with Ms. Datz in which they simulated an 
earthquake in small groups. Additionally, they made 
predictions about what common objects would sink or float in 
a basin of water and tested their theories to discover the 
characteristics of which objects tend to float. Lastly, the 
students have really been enjoying making new friends during 
our Pirate Pals club and had a fun time playing an academic 
review game on "Kahoot It" with the 5th graders who visited 
our classroom last Friday. They have been doing a great job 
working on their social skills during Pirate Pals! 



  

Mrs. Grausso's class started a social studies lesson on Chinese 
New Year and the students had fun finding their birth year 
animal based on the Chinese zodiac. We are also learning 
about predictions and outcomes. The class is going to be voting 
and making predictions about Groundhog Day and if the 
groundhog will or will not see his shadow. We are also making 
a prediction about the Superbowl on Sunday and what team is 
predicted to win. We will talk about the outcomes of our 
predictions on Monday. In science, the class is excited about 
trying to make a cloud using cold and hot water and hoping 
we get the outcome we expect.  

  

Grade 4 students have been learning about immigration 
through reading a historical fiction text called ‘Orphan of Ellis 
Island.’  They have also completed scavenger hunts for text 
features of nonfiction texts!  4th graders are enjoying the 
Ready Math program and recently have been working hard 
on long division! 

  

The fifth grade students are ending the month on a high 
note.  We have entered new units in each academic area, and 
the students continue to demonstrate curiosity and 
perseverance in tackling more complex subject matter.  In 
reading, students have especially enjoyed learning about the 
historical context featured in Number the Stars.  In 
developing an initial understanding of the Holocaust, students 
are learning that ordinary citizens demonstrated tremendous 
courage and humanity in helping those who were facing 
persecution.  Their high interest has led to them asking 



thought provoking questions on the topic.  In science, the 
students were fascinated when they observed that salt and 
vinegar can change the appearance of a copper penny. (Did 
you know that pennies made prior to 1982 were made of 
copper?  After 1982, they were made with a copper 
plating.)  In our next mystery, students will be learning about 
acids and bases.  What fun!  

  

Additional Important dates… 

  

Wednesday, February 6th:  PTO School Store 

Friday, February 8th:         PTO BINGO 

Door 17 opens at 5pm 

Proper ID please 

Children are not to be left unattended at any time! 

  

Thank you, as always, for your cooperation and support! 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Ms. Colleen McGrath 

Principal 

 


