
Hello Pirate Parents! 

  

Even though winter is still in the air… 

Spring Pictures are tomorrow, Thursday, March 7th!  Our 
Pirates are encouraged to wear their best smile  

  

March Madness is in full swing at North Dover Elementary, 
iReady March Madness that is.  All month long classes will be 
going up against each other to see who can achieve a higher 
average of iReady lessons passed for the week. The winning 
classes advance to the next round until a winner is 
crowned.  The iReady March Madness Champion will earn an 
extra period of recess!  Don’t worry, once a class is out, 
students can still participate.  The top ten students with the 
most lesson passed during March will earn an extra recess 
period too.  Login to iReady and let the tournament begin! 

  

Thank you to our Media Specialist, Mrs. Brown, for arranging 
Alane Adams, one of our visiting authors for our Literature 
Month of March to speak to our Pirates today!   Our students 
were enthralled by her presentation, animation/character 
skills, and story plots.  They learned a lot about being an 
author! 

  

A Special Announcement from Mrs. Strouse: 

Fifth Graders Anthony Del Presto, Mia Fitzgerald, Kadin 
Healy, 



Alessia LoBello, Gabriella Rizzo and Parker Stizza were 
selected to represent North Dover Elementary in the South 
Jersey Elementary Honors Choral Festival. Since mid-
January, they have been rehearsing, both independently, and 
with Mrs. Strouse. They have mastered some very challenging 
music, sung not only in English, but also in Spanish, Swahili 
and Arabic, too!  This past Saturday, these students were a 
part of a larger chorus, made up of approximately 200 
students from 46 elementary schools all over South Jersey. 
Under the direction of composer and guest conductor Jim 
Papoulis, the students’ performance included the world 
premiere of the piece “Only I,” composed by Mr. Papoulis 
specifically for these students to sing, as a part of this concert! 

I am very proud of these students for their outstanding 
commitment and perseverance!  Congratulations on your 
tremendous accomplishment; you made us proud, North 

Dover Pirates! 

  

Mrs. Craig's Second Grade students, Mrs. Craig and Mrs. 
Strouse would like to say a BIG "THANK YOU" to all of the 
North Dover Pirates - both staff and students - that 
demonstrated KINDNESS during the month of February, by 
donating items to the Toms River Animal Shelter!  Many of 
the items from the shelter's "wish list" were donated, including 
40 boxes of dog and cat treats, (because what dog or cat 
doesn't like a treat?!?)  19 containers of food, 31 toys for the 
animals to play with as they wait for their "forever homes," 
and miscellaneous items including towels, leashes, collars, 
harnesses, bowls, beds and peanut butter.  WOW!!  When we all 
work together, we can make amazing things happen here at 
North Dover!!  



                         Remember - if you can be anything, BE KIND. 

  

Mrs. Gold’s and Mrs. Craig’s classes had a great time 
reviewing unit 2 math concepts. Students did place value 
surgery and read “x-rays” to identify numbers in standard 
form. Additionally, they solved word problems and 
“diagnosed” patients using numbers to identify values. At the 
end they celebrated by creating four scoop ice cream cones 
and bowling to add multiple numbers! A fun time was had by 
all! 

  

Mrs. Cascio’s class has been hard at work this past month! The 
students continue to improve upon their reading and writing 
skills during centers. All the groups have moved up reading 
levels and we are so proud of their hard work. The class made 
predictions on a graph and wrote about what team was going 
to win the Superbowl. We collaborated with Mrs. McEwan’s 
class and discussed the importance of being kind and ways 
that we can make others day by being nice and helpful. The 
students then broke off into groups and wrote down their 
ideas. In the end, they created a beautiful tree with all their 
random acts of kindness. It looks awesome! In Math, the 
students have been making improvements with their ability to 
add and subtract various problems. In Social Studies, the 
students have been learning all about important figures for 
Black History Month. In addition, they learned about George 
Washington and Abraham Lincoln and did a fun craft and 
trivia game to go with it. Lastly, in Science class they have 
been watching videos and completing activities all about the 
life cycle/animal food chain. 



  

The 5th grade students have been working hard on completing 
various tasks in all subject areas.  In math, we have deeply 
delved into fraction computation, and we will be culminating 
our fraction unit with fraction division.  Fifth grade students 
are reminded to strive to successfully complete 2-3 iReady 
lessons per week in order to further develop math 
comprehension.  In writing, students are becoming pros at 
writing creative narratives and thoughtful essays.  Our new 
writing curriculum has provided students with a formula for 
paragraph writing that has been especially useful.  Reading 
and Social Studies have merged this trimester as we have read 
various historical fictions.  Students have enjoyed learning 
about courageous fictional and nonfictional characters 
throughout the course of history who have demonstrated 
courage when faced with extraordinary tasks.  In science, we 
will soon be starting our next unit, entitled Watery 
Planet.  Great things continue to happen in 5th grade!   

  

  

Reminder dates: 

Thursday, 3/7:    Spring Pictures 

              And PTO sponsored K-2 Snowflake Formal 5:30-
7:30pm 

Sunday, 3/10:  PTO sponsored Applebee’s Pancake Fundraiser 

                                            8am-10am 

Monday, 3/11:  Youth Art Month Kick-off at OC Library 6pm 



  

Thank you, as always, for your support and cooperation! 

  

Ms. Colleen McGrath 

Principal 

 


