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By: Mrs. Coles, Grade 1 Teacher 

 
The first graders have settled into their        

classroom routines and have been very      
eager to learn. We have been reviewing       
alphabet sounds the first twenty one days       
of school. They are ready to move forward        
into the Wonders program and explore      
their new books. The teachers have been       
working on finding reading level for each       
student so they can choose their just right        
books. We are finishing our first unit in        
Everyday Math and preparing for our first       
Assessment. Learning math facts is a First       
Grade Common Core Curriculum standard.     
Please practice these at home as we will        
be working on facts all year in class.        
Students are currently learning about     
Sound waves and vibrations in Science. 

Reading is a very important part of        
homework. Please complete the green     
reading logs each week. Reading is      
enjoyable and gives the students a chance       
to show off their new skills. We are busy         
all day in class so it is important that your          
child goes to bed early and comes to        
school well rested and ready to learn. 
  
 We are looking   

forward to the   
annual “Pumpkin  
Patch” which will be    
Friday, October  
20th. Not only do    
we have fun picking    
pumpkins and  

playing games on the front circle, but we        
learn all about pumpkins through literacy      
and math. We will weigh and measure our        
pumpkins and finally paint our pumpkins in       
class.  A fun time for all! 
 

 
Don't Forget! Thursday, October 5 

PTO McDonald's Family Night 4:00 - 8:00  

 

   
 

by Mr. Osborn, Grade 2 Teacher  
 

        The second grade classes welcomed 
everyone back to Washington Street for a 
new school year. Everyone was eager to 
learn many new things as they tackle 
another school year. We’ve continued 
building our math skills by studying number 
sequence, addition, subtraction, geometry, 
and measurement. We’re reading and 
discussing a variety of stories and 
enhancing our writing skills.  
        October brings the anticipation of fall 
activities and Halloween.   Math lessons will 
include time, money, place value, and 
numbers. We’ll read and discuss stories 
about friendship, courtesy, and character. 
When reading together at home, discuss 
story elements, key details, and personal 
connections during Storytime. Every day we 
work on spelling and grammar to help 
develop complete ideas in sentences. 
Please reinforce placing name and dates on 
papers, forming letters neatly, and spacing 
words. We’ve observed weather and 
seasons and will begin learning about maps 
and where we live in our world. 
         We hope all will enjoy the cooler, drier 
weather of this colorful season. We’ll talk 
about Election Day and honoring our 
veterans, past and present. The teachers 
will be meeting parents again at November 
Conferences. We also hope families 
everywhere will celebrate a pleasant 
Thanksgiving.  
We’ll solve addition and subtraction stories, 
figure out frames-and-arrows, and write fact 
families, among other concepts. We’ll read 
and discuss additional stories of kindness, 
friendship, and families. Every week we 
work on usage, grammar, and mechanics to 
help form sentences and construct 
paragraphs.  
Please review the weekly spelling (sorts) 
lists, as well as vocabulary. The additional 
practice will help strengthen word meaning. 
The boys and girls shouldn’t forget to 
develop their printing and read aloud to 
family members. 
      If any family members would like, 
please inquire about coming to read at 
CARE time on Thursday afternoons or 

 

 
 

by: Mrs. McCabe, Grade 3 Teacher
 

The third grade students in Mrs.       
McCabe’s, Mrs. Seiler’s, and Ms. Fell’s      
classes are off to a great start! While        
adjusting to new routines and procedures,      
the students are developing skills and      
practicing previously taught concepts.  

In Language Arts, we are finishing the        
Launching Unit of Reader’s Workshop.     
We are currently building reading stamina,      
making connections to text, and     
responding to our reading using various      
strategies. We are also using writing      
“recipes” to develop different genres of      
writing with a introductory focus on      
friendly letters and paragraphs. As for      
Math, the first unit of our curriculum       
introduced such concepts as elapsed     
time, rounding, reading and recording     
data on graphs, and multiplication. Be      
sure to start practicing multiplication facts      
at home!  
     In Social Studies 
this past month, the 
students learned 
about map skills, 
such as how to read 
lines of latitude and 
longitude and where the continents and 
oceans reside geographically. Currently, 
we are in the process of starting a new 
unit in Science. This unit focuses on 
different types of weather, with cloud 
formations being the first topic of 
instruction. We are looking forward to a 
wonderful 2017-2018 school year. 
 
 

Grade 2 continued….. 
another convenient time. Additionally, 
please remember to save those Box Tops 
and send them in. 
 

 



 

 
by: Mrs. Arias,  Certified School Nurse 

 
     1) All medications, even over-the-counter 
medications (cough drops) used in school 
require a Doctor's order. NO STUDENT IS 
PERMITTED TO CARRY MEDICATION IN 
SCHOOL.  ASTHMATICS ARE ONLY 
PERMITTED TO CARRY THEIR INHALERS 
AND SELF-MEDICATE IF THERE IS AN 
ASTHMA ACTION PLAN ON FILE IN THE 
NURSE'S OFFICE.  IF YOUR CHILD HAS A 
CHRONIC CONDITION REQUIRING 
MEDICATION USAGE IN SCHOOL, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE NURSE'S OFFICE 
FOR A PERMISSION TO MEDICATE 
FORM.  THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED BY 
THE PARENT/GUARDIAN AND 
COMPLETED BY THEIR PHYSICIAN. 
2) If your child should become injured and 
require crutches, a Doctor's order for crutch 
use in school must also be provided. 
3) Only 3 Gym excuses with a parent 
note/school year are acceptable.  Any gym 
excuses lasting more than 3 days must be 
followed up with a doctor’s note. 
 4) Please keep your child home from school 
if they have a temperature of 100 or more, 
have an unidentifiable rash, an uncontrollable 
phlegm-laden cough, copious nasal 
discharge, vomiting, or diarrhea.  These 
guidelines will help to protect our school 
population from unnecessary sickness and 
help insure a productive school day for your 
child/children. Kindly send in a parent 
note/MD note (if applicable) with the reason 
for their absence. 
 5) Please notify the nurse if your child had 
acquired any contagious diseases.  For 
example:  chicken pox, measles, mumps, 
shingles, impetigo, strep throat, fifth disease, 
coxsackie or whooping cough.  Kindly notify 
the nurse of scabies and lice as well. 
 6) PLEASE UPDATE ME WITH ANY 
CHANGES IN YOUR CHILD'S HEALTH, 
(New Meds, New Diagnosis) SO THAT I 
MAY ADEQUATELY MEET THEIR HEALTH 
CONCERNS NEEDS.  Looking forward to a 
healthy, productive year with your 
child/children. 
 

Resource Room 
 

By: Ms. Dwyer,, Resource Room Teacher 
 

We are excited for our new school year. 
The students are working very hard to do 
their very best.  Be sure to check their 
planner’s for all homework assignments, 
upcoming quizzes and test.  Your support 
is welcomed to make your child come to 
school prepared to learn.  

 

 

 
by: Mrs. Finkelstein, Vocal Music Teacher 

 
WSS Vocal Music classes are filling our        

school with song. Students in Grades K – 5         
sing, move, and play a variety of classroom        
instruments in our music room! We started       
our year reviewing patriotic songs and are       
now singing seasonal songs in addition to       
learning songs from our music textbook      
“Making Music”. Everyone is working hard      
improving their musical listening skills which      
in turn will help improve listening skills in        
other subjects and at home. Encourage      
your child to listen to music at home and         
discuss what you hear. Listen, sing and       
move to music together-it’s an enjoyable      
subject to share with your child. 
     Our 4th and 5th grade students are 
starting rehearsals for our Winter Chorus 
Concert which will be on Dec. 19. 
Permissions slips will be accepted until Oct. 
6 for any interested 4th or 5th grader.  Join 
the fun-sing with our Chorus! We are looking 
forward to performing for our school and 
parents in December.  We hope to see you 
then. 

 

 
by: Mrs. Steuer, Fifth Grade Teacher 

 
     The 5th Grade Students take on a variety 
of roles this year. They are our leaders!First 
marking period focuses on 
Responsibility and Respect.  We 
discuss expectations in our morning 
meetings, and how important it is to 
follow the “Golden Rule.”  We 
encourage scientific study and problem 
solving skills that can benefit them as 
lifelong learners in all of our lessons. 
     Each one of our classrooms has 
received 5 Chromebooks for students 
to utilize during our lessons for 
research.  We continue to navigate 
through the Everyday Math series and 
are making great strides.  Practicing 
the skills taught each day and being 
prepared for the next lesson is a great 
way to start off the year. 
     Our students started the year off 
writing narratives, telling stories from 
their daily lives.  As we move forward, 
students will learn strategies to support 
their opinions in their writings. We are 
eager to begin our first class novel, Shiloh. 
Coming Soon! 
 

 

by: Dina O’Donnell, Grade 4 Teacher 
 

The fourth grade classes are off to a         
fantastic start. Now that our classroom      
expectations have been established,    
we are busy getting our routines in       
place for Readers’ and Writers’     
Workshop. Place value, addition,    
subtraction, and word problems have     
kept our minds busy in Math this       
month. We began our Social Studies      
unit on map skills by     
creating foldable  
books. Next month   
will be extra exciting    
as we will be    
launching Mystery  
Science!  

 
     Thank you to all those who were 
able to attend Back to School Night.  It 
was a pleasure for us to meet 
everyone.  
  

Basic Skills 
 

By: Mrs Healy, Basic Skills Title I Teacher 
 

     We’re off to a great start with our 
Leveled Literacy Intervention Program 
(LLI)  in Title I Basic Skills! Our small 
groups have been focusing on letter 
sounds, high frequency words, 
comprehension, and writing simple 
sentences.  Each student in the program 
has their own writing book which we use 
to respond to reading with a short 
sentence about the current story and 
they enjoy the opportunity to draw a 
picture to go along with their sentence. 
Students are working hard to complete 
these sentences on their own. Now 
would be a great time to start practicing 
commonly seen words with your children 
at home, whether it be a word game, 
computer game, or flashcards.  
  
 Please remember to   

read the homework   
book each night with    
your child, and it is     
important that these   
books are returned   
to school. As   
always, if you have    

any questions, please do not hesitate to       
call or email me! It is a pleasure working         
with your children each day! 
 
 
 
 



 

 
by: Mrs. Bailey, Advanced Math Teacher 

 
       This year Washington Street and 
the other Toms River elementary 
schools are piloting an Advanced Math 
program for fifth grade students. 
Students were selected for the program 
based on the iReady test they took in 
June, PARCC scores and report card 
grades.  Students in the Advanced Math 
program will work on both the fifth grade 
math standards, and the major clusters 

of the sixth grade 
standards.  

  
The Advanced 
Math class will 
meet every day 
as a replacement 
for the math 
instruction in their 

regular classroom.  We will be using the 
Ready Math program, and will utilize the 
fifth grade and sixth grade texts, as well 
as the online iReady program.  I am 
looking forward to a wonderful year! 

 

 
 

September Character Trait Winners: 
Responsibility 

Kindergarten 
Giavonna  

Julian  
Emma  

 
Grade 1 
Eliana  
Harper  

 Harrison  
 

Grade 2 
Sadie  
Troy  

Stanley  
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 3 
Cole  

Patricio  
Hunter  

 
Grade 4 
Jessica  

Ava  
 Michelle  

 
Grade 5   
Angelo  

Madelyn  
 Robert  

  

 
 

by: Mrs. Anderson, Kindergarten Teacher
 

  
   Our kindergarten classes are doing a great 
job adjusting to a full day. They are enjoying 
socializing and eating in the cafeteria and 
making new friends on the playground. 
Please reinforce expectations and school 
rules in all areas of the building. Please 
remember to label any money or notes sent 
to school with your child.  
     Fall is a busy time in our classrooms 
focusing on letter recognition, learning high 
frequency words, and finding rhyming 
patterns. They are listening to stories and 
recalling details, sequence of events, main 
characters, and concept of beginning and 
end of a story. In math we are counting, 
recognizing numbers, and learning shapes 
and graphs. The students love to play math 
games in their centers.  
     Everyone should continue to practice 
printing  their names, cutting, and coloring. 
Remember to read to your child each night 
to increase their vocabulary and interest. 
Each month we will continue to send a 
reading log. Please return this at the end of 
every month.  We look forward to discussing 
your child’s continued progress at 
parent/teacher conferences. 

 

 
by: Mrs. Rettino,  Media & Technology teacher 

 
    The students have been very busy in 
the Media Center and the new STEAM 
lab already.  Grades 3-5 have enrolled 
in typing club and are encouraged to 
keep practicing good keyboarding.  I 
have seen a difference in their 
accuracy already. They will be 
reviewing Google Apps and using 
Google Classroom, as well as learning 
about digital citizenship.   K-2 students 
have already brought home their first 
library book after much discussion 
about book care and the parts of the 
book.  They will be working on 
recognizing the difference between 
fiction and nonfiction in the next few 
weeks.  Please remind children to 
remember their books on library day! 
 

 

 
● Monday, October 9: PD Day 

for Staff/No School for 
Students 

● Friday, October 13: Genesis 
Portal Opens to Parents for 1st 
M.P. Progress 
Reports****WSS Spirit Day 

● Monday, October 16: School 
Violence Awareness Week  

● Thursday, October 19: PTO 
Fall Festival 6:00 - 7:30 P.M. 

● Monday, October 23: Red 
Ribbon Week 

● Thursday, October 26: P.M. 
Professional Development for 
Staff/Early Dismissal for 
Students 1:55 P.M. 

● Friday, October 27: WSS Spirit 
Day 

● Monday, October 30: 
Halloween Parade  

● Friday, November 3: LifeTouch 
pictures retake****PTO Pie 
Orders/Payment due to the 
Main Office**** 

● Sunday, November 5: Daylight 
Saving Time ends 

● Monday, November 6 - Friday, 
November 10: School Closed 

● Tuesday, November 7: 
Election Day 

● Saturday, November 11: 
Veterans Day 

● Thursday, November 16: PTO 
Family Night: Surf Taco 

● Friday, November 17: Genesis 
Portal open to parents for 1st 
Marking Period Report Cards 

● Tuesday, November 21: PTO 
Pie Pickup 3- 6pm Door # 1 

● Wednesday, November 22: 
Early Dismissal Students/Staff 
1:55 P.M. 

● Thursday, November 23: 
School Closed: Thanksgiving 

● Friday, November 24: School 
Closed 

● Saturday, December 2: PTO 
Jingle Run 9:00 

● Tuesday, December 5: Grade 
3 OTIS-LENNON 

● Friday, December 8: PTO 
School Store during all lunches 

● December 19: Winter Chorus 
Concert 9:45 A.M. 

● Thursday, December 21: 
Winter Begins! 

 

 

 



  

 


