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By: Mrs. Anderson, Kindergarten Teacher 

 
  Our first trimester of kindergarten was a 
success.  The boys and girls have done a 
great job adjusting to our daily routine.  We 
continue to review classroom rules and 
procedure as well as center rules and 
proper indoor voices. Please continue to 
encourage making good choices at school. 
Congratulations to all the kindergarteners 
who have been chosen so far for character 
traits each month.  
     Our readers workshop is up and 
running.   We are continuing to work on 
building stamina for read to self.  The 
students should be practicing their 
high-frequency words daily.  The words are 
listed on the Unit paper that comes home 
every couple of weeks.  If you would like 
ideas on how to practice these at home 
search kindergarten high frequency words 
online.  Please continue reading with your 
child at home.  
     Our writers workshop is up and running. 
We have been listening to stories and 
writing in our journals as well as on writing 
paper. Please remember a writing piece 
can be a picture, labels of letters, words, 
and a sentence.  Please try and discuss 
small moments that happen to your child or 
any ideas they love to share.  (Examples: 
Trip to the zoo, Birthday Party, Sleepover 
at Grandma, and Baking Cookies.) 
     Our math workshop is up and running. 
We have been working on counting and on 
shapes.  Please continue to reinforce 
shapes including trapezoid, hexagon, and 
a rhombus. We are also learning 3D 
shapes (cylinder, sphere, cone, and cube). 
Skip counting is also a new skill.   We will 
also cover coin recognition and value, 
measuring, and addition and subtraction 
number stories.  
     As well as academics, please practice 
zipping and buttoning coats along with 
tying shoes with your child at home.  As 
the weather gets cooler, please try to dress 
your child in layers.  
  

 

by Mrs. Schweitzer, Grade 1 Teacher  
 

         First Graders are Fabulous!  We have 
been working hard to finish Reading Unit 2 
by discussing how we can find our way 
around.  This has tied into our Writing and 
Social Studies lessons about finding “Me on 
the Map.” In Math we are learning about 
measurements and fun ways to measure 

things.  We are 
looking forward to 
our Winter 
Wonderland 
Program on 
January 23rd and 
our first grade field 

trip also in January to the Jay and Linda 
Grunin Center at Ocean County College to 
see Janet’s Planet: Tour of the Solar 
System!  You can start Watching Janet’s 
Planet on 144 public television stations. 
Keep an eye out for the permission slip to 
be sent home soon.  We wish you a happy, 
healthy New Year! 
 

 

 
by: Donna DiNardo, School Counselor 

 
      The new year is here!  What a great time 
for you to encourage your children to try 
different experiences.  Perhaps they could start 
a hobby, or develop a talent or interest that they 
would like to pursue.  Be sure they have free 
time to devote to these areas, and that they are 
things which THEY want to explore.  Praise 
their efforts.  Try to participate with them when 
appropriate.  Support them as they uncover 
their untapped abilities and strengths.  You may 
discover some wonderful things about your 
children – and YOURSELF!  Enjoy the journey.  

 

 
 

by: Mr. Osborn, Mrs. Bowes, and Mrs. Mauro 
 

December brought the anticipation and      
excitement of the holiday season and the end        
of 2017. We constructed winter projects, wrote       
letters to Santa, and made New Year       
resolutions. Old Man Winter arrived on the 21st        
bringing increasing daylight daily. We hope      
everyone had a Merry Christmas, a Happy       
Hanukkah, and will enjoy a healthy and       
prosperous 2018!  

The second graders have been looking       
forward to learning cursive writing and the time        
has finally come! We will begin to introduce the         
alphabet in cursive, using our handwriting      
book. However, we encourage the children to       
write their classwork and homework in print.       
The students are beginning to utilize the writing        
process with guidance. They are brainstorming,      
writing rough drafts, editing, and making final       
copies. Stories should include the following      
elements: characters, setting (where and     
when), events, details, a beginning, middle,      
and end.  

In Math, the second graders are learning        
place value, practicing with hundreds, tens, and       
ones. This will continue throughout the year       
and will be very helpful as we begin adding and          
subtracting two- and three- digit numbers.      
When adding two- and three- digit numbers, we        
will be using the method of “Partial Sums        
Algorithm” and for subtraction we will be using        
the “Trade-First” method. Step –by –step      
examples will be coming home to help you        
guide and practice the methods with your child.        
The students will also be introduced to       
geometry and different types of measurement.  

In Science, the second graders will be        
exploring units about the Earth, Animals, and       
the Solar System. In Social Studies, we will        
learn about economics and the government. 

We would like to thank our parents for their          
time, donations, and dedication to our busy       
second grade activities in December. Have a       
happy and safe 2018! 
 
 



 
By: Ms. Fell, Grade 3 Teacher 

 
     The third grade students in Mrs. 
McCabe’s, Mrs. Seiler’s, and Ms. Fell’s 
classes have been working very hard! 
     We will be continuing to work with 
the program Words Their Way in Word 
Study. In Language Arts, we are 
finishing the      Nonfiction Unit of 
Reader’s Workshop.  
We have been 
learning about 
different types of 
biographies and 
reading our class 
novel, Harriet 
Tubman. In 
addition, we have 
been practicing 
responding to our 
reading. In Writer’s Workshop, we have 
been learning about persuasive/opinion 
writing. The students have been 
practicing this format by writing 
persuasive letters to Santa, convincing 
him to hire them for a certain job at the 
North Pole.  
     In Math, we have been working on 
skills such as reading and interpreting 
different types of graphs, solving 
number stories, and multiplication. Keep 
practicing facts at home! In Social 
Studies these past few weeks, the 
students have been studying Native 
Americans. We have been discussing 
how they lived long ago and identifying 
the Four Corner states. 
     In the new year, we will be starting a 
new unit in Science; Force and Motion. 
In this unit students will learn about the 
invisible push and pull forces around us. 
In Math we will be starting fractions and 
enhancing our division skills. In 
Language Arts, we will be starting our 
Informational writing unit.  
     It was so nice to see all of you at 
conferences and thank you so much for 
coming to hear the third graders read 
their letters to Santa. We are excited to 
continue with a wonderful 2017-2018 
school year! 
 
 

 
by: Mr. Jaeger, Physical Education and Health Teacher 

 
Things are moving along in the world        

of P.E. and Health! The students have       
been working hard to increase their      
strength and endurance as 3rd, 4th,      
and 5th Graders participate in the      
FitnessGram Physical Fitness Tests,    
which will begin towards the end of       
February. Everyone needs to make     
sure they are getting lots of exercise       
not just in P.E. but at home as well!         
The 3rd Grade classes will begin      
collecting donations for the “Jump     
Rope for Heart” fundraiser to raise      
money for the American Heart     
Association, while the 5th Grade will      
add some competition as they     
participate in a similar “Hoops for      
Heart” event, both of which will be held        
during the P.E. classes closest to      
Valentine’s Day. We look forward to      
seeing these students get lots of      
exercise as they support a great cause!       
Keep moving and keep smiling! 

 

 Basic Skills 
1st & 2nd Grade 

 
By:  Mrs. Kennedy, Local Basic Skills Teacher 

 
    BRRRRRR!!!!! You can tell it’s winter 
because these basic skills lessons are 
getting cooler and cooler. Mrs. Kennedy’s 
students continue to work on those ever 
challenging high frequency and CVC words, 
but some long vowel spelling words have 

been flurrying into the 
mix as well. Let’s not 
forget those blizzards 
of blends and 
downfalls of digraphs! 
Mrs. Sieler’s third 
graders are powering 
through paragraph 
writing! On the math 

front, some students have already begun 
Prodigy while younger snow bunnies 
continue to practice the many ways to hop 
up and down on a number grid. Second 
graders are festively focused on time and 
coins, while third grade is mastering 
multiplication! Keep up all the practice at 
home 

by: Mrs. Seitz, Grade 4 Teacher 
 

Grade four students had a busy       
start to the second quarter! We      
continue to read our fiction novel,      
Journey to the Center of the Earth,       
while applying newly learned skills and      
strategies to our just right books.      
Mystery Science wrapped up with the      
Birth of Rocks unit. Students enjoyed      
the activities associated with each of      
the mysteries and were able to tie in        
what they discovered about volcanoes     
with our class novel. In math, we have        
been working on breaking down a      
number story and using variables. Our      
writing included writing about a favorite      
holiday or activity and how to use the        
writing process to produce a final      
essay. This month begins our     
exploration of the Northeast region in      
Social Studies. We are looking forward      
to a smooth start this January and wish        
you all a Happy New Year!  
 

Basic Skills 
3rd-5th Grade 

 
By: Mrs Ventura, Local Basic Skills Teacher 

 
      Ms. Ventura’s third, fourth, and fifth 
graders keep skating though their 
lessons! Third graders are building their 
writing skills by creating whimsical, 
winter writings. They recently wrote job 
applications to Santa for a position in his 
workshop! They are also enjoying a flurry 
of multiplication arrays! In grade 4, we 
have  been sledding into solving 
multi-step number stories. We learned 
how to use a bar model to represent our 
operations, and we have just learned 
how to solve using variables! In 
Language arts, we are finishing Journey 
to the Center of the Earth. We have been 
working on summarizing and identifying 
character traits. We even made our very 
own selfies. In grade 5, we have been 
working hard on decimals, and long 
division! We are doing great and getting 
ready for upcoming lessons on fractions!! 
In language arts, we continue to work on 
summarizing grade-level texts.  We are 
progressing in our writing skills and 
skating into  essays... All basic skills 
math students are encouraged to 
practice Prodigy at home! 

 



 

 
by: Mrs. Citta, Gifted and Talented Education Teacher 

 
   Currently, the fourth and fifth graders 
are interacting globally through Out of 
Eden Learn. The First Core Learning 
Journey 1 is entitled: The Present and the 
Local. Students were able to introduce 
themselves to their walking parties and 
research more about their neighborhoods 
and communities through weekly 
Footsteps.  The children are engaged, 
inspired, and eager to learn more about 
this interactive platform. Furthermore, our 
students have had the opportunity to meet 
their walking parties through Seesaw.me, 
which is a learning journal set up by 
educators. Our goal is to link, connect, and 
interact globally with other learning 
communities.   From Dakar and Senegal 
to Oregon and Colorado, these 
connections have been quite magnificent! 
Very soon, we are preparing to launch 
walking parties for Core Learning Journey 
2: The Past and the Global.  
     Our third graders are very anxious to 
begin their author study featuring Chris 
Van Allsburg.  Students will use their 
creative sides and solve mysteries based 
on their interpretations and what they 
Notice and Note.  Our youngsters will 
provide insight into or raise questions 
about literary elements such as character, 
setting, conflict, and theme.  A class 

favorite, perhaps, 
might be…The 
Sweetest Fig by Chris 
Van AllsburgIn this 
lesson, students will 
learn about character 
traits through the 
mnemonic STEAL 

(Speech, Thoughts, Effect on others, 
Actions,  and Looks).  Children will 
certainly have fun meeting the character of 
Tibot!  We will have to wait and see if this 
is a class favorite! 
     Our second graders have been very 
busy working with Dr. Xargle as scientists. 
Students explore, observe, and make 
inferences using the mystery samples 
collected from planet earth.  Students will 
continue to use their senses, rely on the 
scientific process, and make new findings 
about mass, matter, magnetism, and 
more.  Best of all, students will uncover 
and reveal the mystery behind our study! 
Our next mission involves Albert Einstein.  

 

 
 

by: Mrs. Steuer, Ms. Hankins and Mrs. Miraglia 
 

     As we welcome in the New Year students 
at Washington Street Elementary School are 
reminded of the importance of "Good 
Character” and School Expectations!  Fifth 
graders will participate in the GREAT 
program presented by the Ocean County 
Prosecutor's office.  Students learn the 
importance of communication, respect, and 
decision making.  The focus this marking 
period will be on nonfiction reading units and 
learning about courageous men and women 

from history.  We 
encourage scientific 
study and problem 
solving skills that can 
benefit them as 
lifelong learners in the 
classroom and in the 
STEAM LAB.  Our 
classes have fun 

learning through the Mystery Science Units 
with hands on experiments.  Please 
continue to stress the importance of reading 
each night and practicing math facts.  Fifth 
graders are excited and look forward to this 
year’s annual Spelling Bee!  Good Luck to 
all participants! 
 

Gifted Education Continued…… 
We as readers, will travel along with 
Einstein on a journey full of curiosity, 
laughter, and scientific discovery...stay 
tuned!  
     During Social Studies Enrichment, 
students have been studying major 
biomes and how animals and organisms 
depend on their surroundings for survival. 
Our students had fun experimenting with 
different types of bird beaks as they 
made connections with behavioral and 
physical adaptations.  Very soon, we will 
examine animals that are unable to 
survive in their climates.  What will 
happen then?  Or, can some animals 
adapt over time due to change in climate, 
such as pollution?  The story of the 
peppered moth and the history behind it 
should definitely intrigue our second 
graders, raise an eyebrow,  and  make 

for some fun 
conversations! 
Looking forward 
to our learning 
journey ahead 
 

 
 

 By: Mrs. Brecher, Speech Teacher 
 

  ConverStations is a way to incorporate 
language and articulation into everyday 
topics. It encourages students and their 
speech helpers to take time to engage in 
conversation and gives them something 
interesting to talk about, motivating 
students to habituate the good speech 
and language they are capable of 
producing.  Speech/language is a 
real-life skill and when students have 
acquired the ability to produce the 
desired speech behaviors independent of 
the therapist, they must apply these skills 
in real life.  It allows students to become 
more and more accountable for their own 
speech/language success. 
ConverStations:  Winter Watch 
    1. Discuss the topics below with a 
member of your family. 
2. As you speak, monitor speech 
production and correct errors.  
    -Name all the things you can think of 
that are white.   Do you like winter?  Tell 
why or why not.   Tell how the winter 
season differs from the autumn season. 
Describe how your neighborhood would 
look after a snowfall. Discuss some of 
the dangers of ice and snow. 

 

 
By: Ms.DeLucca, Resource Room Teacher 

 
     This has been a busy time for our 
students!  They have all worked very 
hard to find their way with many 
transitions.  All grades have been 
furiously working on their writing 
structures, reading comprehension 
strategies and Mathematics skills and 
strategies.  As always, the students are 
prompted to read independently or with a 
family member and to practice all 
Mathematics skills at home. We are 
looking forward to moving forward 
successfully in the new year!  Enjoy a 
safe and happy holiday season and New 
Year! 

http://learn.outofedenwalk.com/party/731/activity/6/
http://learn.outofedenwalk.com/party/731/activity/6/
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_item?item_id=item.aa79f438-a90d-4824-8d65-6070ff94e308&share_token=DsszCKJ5SA6LvnbwWMPx-Q&mode=share
https://outofeden.s3.amazonaws.com/OOEL_CLJ2_thepastandtheglobal.pdf
https://outofeden.s3.amazonaws.com/OOEL_CLJ2_thepastandtheglobal.pdf


 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 


