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By: Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Phillip, and Mrs. Tomitz 
 

     The kindergarten classes have been rapidly 
preparing for first grade. Many of the boys and 
girls are beginning to read and it is so exciting. 
They love bringing in a book they can read 
themselves.  Please continue to practice high 
frequency words daily. These words are very 
important for success with emergent reading 
skills. We will continue working on rhyming 
words and letter sounds. Please practice these 
at home also. 
     In math we are continuing to practice adding, 
counting to 100 and shapes. We have begun 
working on subtraction and they are doing great 
with these skills. Please help your child with 
identifying numbers up to 20. They will also 
need to be able to write those numbers to meet 
kindergarten standards. 
The children are looking forward to warmer 
weather and time spent using their imaginations 
out on the playground. We love exploring 
outside. They are always finding fun things like 
pine cones and branches in the playground. 
Please make sure they come dressed in layers 
and weather appropriate. They are constantly 
running around, so if it warms up they may not 
need a heavy coat!  
     In science we will be working on living and 
non-living things.  We hope to conduct many 
experiments and observe things that living 
things need to stay alive.We were awarded a 
grant that allows us to purchase chrysalids that 
will turn into butterflies this spring.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

by Ms. Silvestri, Grade 1 Teacher  
 

         Happy Birthday to Dr. Seuss!! The 
first graders are starting off the month of 
March with a special birthday celebration. 
We will celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday in a 
special way, by participating in  “Read 
Across America." We hope this special 
event will instill a love of reading in the 
children, by spending the day reading their 
favorite Dr. Seuss books. 
    As the warm weather approaches, we are 
truly amazed as we watch the first graders 
begin to bloom just like the flowers! There is 
a lot of impressive learning taking place in 
our classrooms during this time of year! 
     In reading, we will be starting Unit 5. The 
children will be reading various reading 
selections in their Anthology Books and 
then completing selection assessments 
independently for the first time. Please 
continue to read at home with your children, 
to further develop their reading fluency and 
comprehension skills. The Reading Log is a 
great way to keep track of the children's 
progress!  
     In math, we will be starting Unit 7. The 
children will be learning about various 
addition and subtraction fact strategies, 
attributes of shapes in geometry, telling time 
to the half-hour and with digital clocks, and 
solving addition and subtraction number 
stories. Please continue to practice the 
math facts at home each night (0-10) in 
both addition and subtraction!  
     The first graders have a lot to look 
forward to throughout the month of March. 
We will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and 
enjoy a “Spring Party” to welcome the first 
day of spring. In April, we will be hosting our 
annual “First Grade Academic Carnival.” 
Please look for invitations to be arriving 
home in early April. We hope you can join 
us, at this fun, educational, and most 
anticipated event!!! 

 
 

 

 
 

by: Mr. Osborn, Mrs. Bowes, and Mrs. Mauro 
 

Well, winter is finally behind us. Yet spring          
brought some snow that hopefully will be the        
last. March definitely left like a lion. When we         
weren’t freezing, blown over, or shoveling,      
classes visited Cattus Island County Park,      

learning about  
butterflies, snakes,  
bees, and fish. The    
boys and girls took    
guided tours and   
made a painted   
craft. They had a    
great time!  

We’re reading   
how places around the world are different. We’ll        
discover the world around us and our       
relationship with others. Classes are starting to       
learn more about number sense,     
measurement, graphing, fractions, and    
trade-first subtraction.  

In science, we are learning and exploring        
forces and states of matter. We’ll also be        
studying nature, plants and seeds, and the       
growth cycle of flora. Please remember to       
check homework logs and help organize and       
clean out folders. Encourage daily reading,      
word study, and basic subtraction and addition       
facts. 

So as you enjoy those spring afternoons        
outside together, take a few minutes later in the         
evening to enjoy a story together or play        
number games with a deck of cards. Read and         
discuss a book or count out change from the         
piggy bank. We have just closed out the third         
marking period. The last marking period of the        
year is here! Where has all the time gone?!! 
 
 



  

 
By: Ms. Seiler,, Grade 3 Teacher 

 
    The third grade students in Mrs. 
McCabe’s, Mrs. Seiler’s, and Ms. Fell’s 
classes continue to work hard on a daily 
basis!  We will continue to work with the 
program Words Their Way in Word Study. In 
Language Arts, we have been participating in 
book clubs, which allows the students to read 
a text in small groups and engage in a 
meaningful discussion about the book. We 
have also been preparing for the upcoming 
PARCC test by completing both electronic 
and paper and pencil practice tests. In 
Writer’s Workshop, we have been learning 
about personal narratives. The students have 
been practicing this format by creating 
personal narratives about a lunchroom 

experience.  In Math, we 
have been working on 
skills such as fractions, 
mastering multiplication 
facts, and recognizing 
division as the opposite 
of multiplication. Keep 
practicing multiplication 
facts at home!  In 

Science, we have been learning all about 
Plant Life Cycles and Traits. In this unit, 
students have learned about how and why 
flowers are pollinated, the parts of a flower, 
and how plants give us fruits. As we move in 
the the fourth marking period, we will begin 
focusing on representing data and place 
value in Math. In Language Arts, we will 
continue writing personal narratives as well 
as developing informative essays. 
 

 

 
By: Ms. Stahl, Special Education Teacher 

 
The students have been hard at work 
practicing for the Parcc. Please continue 
to check their planners and look for 
upcoming events in the grade levels 
K-5. Please keep the Parcc schedule on 
your refrigerator or bulletin board to 
remind you of when your child will be 
taking the test.  We are ready to Spring 
into  the fourth marking period. We are 
very proud of our students practicing our 
school expectations. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

by: Mrs. Steuer, Ms. Hankins and Mrs. Miraglia 
 

    Spring is in the air and our 5th graders 
are excited as they anticipate their transition 
into middle school.  Please continue to 
encourage school expectations each day. 
The 5th graders have an important role in 
setting the tone for positive leadership. 

     As we enter into our 
4th marking period, the 
5th grade will complete 
the novel, “City of Ember” 
and engineer cityscape 
projects.  In math, we are 
approaching chapter 7 
where problem solving 
with fractions is 
reinforced.  Please 

encourage your son/daughter to continue 
reading on a daily basis, which will help 
strengthen not only comprehension skills, 
but vocabulary and overall writing skills.  

 

 
By: Mrs Gallo, Title I Basic Skills Teacher  

The band students at Washington street 
have been hard at work preparing for our 
spring concert which will be held on 
Tuesday, June 5th at 6:00 P.M. for parents 
and Wednesday June 6th at 10:00 A.M. for 
students.   Notices will be sent home with 
more specific information in May. Our 
program will consist of a nice mix of classics 
and some newer pieces.  In band 
rehearsals, we have been practicing working 
as an ensemble which involves watching a 
conductor, listening across the band, 
keeping a steady tempo and of course, 
following directions!  The student's progress 
continues to astound me each week.  
 
I would also like to congratulate the following 
Washington Street Band members who 
were selected to participate in 2018 South 
Jersey Elementary Honors Band Festival on 
Saturday, April 28th: 
 
Marleigh - Bass Clarinet 
Eliza - Bass Clarinet 
Daniel - Alto Sax 
Madelyn - Flute 

 

 
 

by: Mrs. Seitz, Grade 4 Teacher 
 

Happy Spring! Our fourth graders have        
had an exciting third quarter. Mystery      
Science provided us the opportunity to study       
energy in the form of roller coasters, rubber        
band racers, and chain reaction machines.      
We learned that failing at our experiments is        
part of the fun! Reading and Social Studies        
brought us to the Northeast region where       
we learned about immigration and studied      
nonfiction text structure. Did you know that       
over forty percent of Americans can trace       
their ancestors back to Ellis Island? We       
learned this fact while analyzing research      
for a compare and contrast essay about       
Angel and Ellis Islands. Studying fractions      
and long division kept us busy in math this         
past quarter. PARCC testing begins April      
19th, and we are well prepared! Wishing       
you all a dry and sunny spring! 
 

Basic Skills 
Kindergarten & Grade 3 

 
By: Mrs Gallo, Title I Basic Skills Teacher 

 
     The children continue to gain success 
and confidence in their Language Arts 
Skills through the LLI program.  Working 
in small groups helps us to target specific 
skills such as reading fluency, 
comprehension, and writing.  Thank you 
for your continued support at home. 

Band Continued….. 
These students were selected out of nearly 
1000 students to represent Washington 
Street School and the Toms River School 
District in this select honors ensemble 
comprised of some of the most talented 5th 
and 6th grade band students in South 
Jersey.  They are required to prepare 
several extra pieces of band music in their 
own time in addition to what we are already 
learning in school and they are doing a 
wonderful job!  
 
Thank you to all of the band students and 
band parents for your continued effort and 
support!  Keep up the great work and I can't 
wait for our spring concert! 



 
by: Mrs. Citta, Gifted and Talented Education Teacher 

 
   Welcome to SPRING, Washington 
Street Elementary School families!  As we 
begin to witness buds on the trees and 
anticipate the blooms of flowering plants 
all around us, we are anxious to embark 
on yet another journey. Currently, our 
fourth and fifth grade students are setting 
out on a mission in becoming active 
participants as we create a sustainable 
global environment and society.  We will 
work to further develop our skills in 
literacy, technology, research, critical 
thinking and problem-solving. We are 
reading informational texts in order to build 
knowledge about environmental issues 
that affect the world and research current 
organizations that work to address these 
issues.  Based on the evidence we gather 
collectively, we will take personal action to 
become a “global citizen” in our local 
communities.  Also, students continue to 
navigate through 
http://learn.outofedenwalk.com/ as we 
examine closely our lives and how we 
connect to the past and to the rest of the 
world. The theme of careful looking and 
listening has been a class favorite.  
     Our third graders will be investigating 
Newton’s Laws of Motion during Science 
Discovery.  Together, we will take a closer 
look at how the universe works and how 
we understand things like gravity, motion 
and light. Although Isaac Newton was one 
inventor recognized for the branch of 
mathematics 
known as 
calculus, it can 
be inferred that 
he used math to 
explain the 
world (or at 
least some 
things about it). 
Students will be 
able to state 
details about 
the life of Sir 
Isaac Newton, 
become familiar with and describe 
Newton’s discoveries; such as the laws of 
gravity. 
If I am anything, which I highly doubt, I 
have made myself so by hard work. – 
Isaac Newton 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Gifted Education Continued……..  
 
     In the upcoming weeks, our first graders 
and kindergarteners will explore their 
curiosities in the world of Literacy as we 

engage in an 
interactive storytelling 
environment that 
encompasses the 
idea of unity through 
a  Book Club. Each 
week we will examine 
cross-curricular 
themes as we build 

relationships and foster an environment that 
exudes a passion and love for learning.  
 
Looking forward to our journey ahead... 

 

 
 

by: Mrs. Asch, Art  Education Teacher 

 

 

 

 
By :Nancy Arias RN, Certified School Nurse 

 
Attention all 5th grade  parents:  
Your child will be required to receive 
a Tdap and a Meningococcal 
vaccine prior to September 1, 2018. 
Please provide the nurse with the 
doctor’s script or a stamped 
immunization record from the 
doctor’s office with the documented 
immunizations.  Students who do 
not provide the proof of 
immunization will be excluded from 
attending Intermediate school on 
September 1st.  
 
SPORTS PROGRAM  
AT THE INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
GRADES: SIX, SEVEN AND EIGHT 
Fall Sports Include:  Girls’ Soccer, 
Boys’ Soccer, Field Hockey, Girls’ 
Cross Country, Boys’ Cross 
Country, Cheerleading, Girls’ 
Volleyball 
Winter Sports Include: Girls’ 
Basketball, Boys Basketball, 
Wrestling, Cheerleading 
Spring Sports Include:  Softball, 
Baseball, Girls’ Track, and Boys’ 
Track 
ALL INTRAMURALS SPORTS 
ALSO REQUIRE PHYSICALS  
 
In order to try out and participate in 
the Interscholastic Athletic Program 
every student must have an 
approved Sports Physical.  This 
physical is good for 1 year from the 
date of the physical. 
All sports physicals must be 
completed on the Toms River 
Schools Sports Packet.  The 
completed packet should be turned 
into the Nurses Office at least 2 
weeks prior to the sports try-outs. All 
physicals must still be signed off by 
the school doctor 
(N.J.A.C.6A:16-2.2).  This process 
takes 2 weeks, so keep this in mind 
if you wish to make the deadline for 
Sports try-outs.  No student shall 
try-out or participates in a sport or 
intramurals until the School Doctor 
has reviewed and signed off on it. 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 

 

 


