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By law, all New Jersey public school districts use the Student Safety Data System (SSDS) to report 
incidents of violence, vandalism, weapons, and substance abuse, as well as harassment, intimidation, 
and bullying (HIB). These reports fulfill state and federal requirements and are presented 
semi-annually for the periods of July 1-December 31 and January 1-June 30. The SSDS replaces the 
Electronic Violence and Vandalism Reporting System (EVVRS) in use prior to this school year and is 
in addition to the HIB reporting system. The following information has been collated for the reporting 
period of January 1 to June 20, 2019. In the latter half of last school year, there were reported: 
 

75 Acts of violence (fight, assault, threat) 

19 Damage to Property (arson, theft, trespass, false public alarm) 

8 Weapons  

51 Substance abuse 

45 HIB confirmed* 

198 TOTAL 

*HIB alleged: 128 
 
These behaviors can obviously have a strong affect on a child’s academic achievement, their lives 
outside school, and their future readiness. Reducing incidents and addressing the issues behind them 
continues to be a priority for our 2400 teachers, support staff, administrators, guidance counselors, 
SACs, and school resource and safety officers within our schools, as well as families, mental health 
professionals, local law enforcement, and other members of our community. We have fostered several 
partnerships supporting this work. Last year the district helped found the Communities That Care 
coalition to address the impact of addiction. An agreement with the township added safety officers to 
cover every building. A partnership with the YMCA is bringing counselors to every school, funded by 
grants from the Hirair and Anna Hovnanian Foundation.  
 
Each month the Board reviews SSDS data. In addition to that information, district staff look at 
relationships among student performance, demographic, and school climate survey data with student 
safety, conduct, and social emotional indicators, an area the Board has made a focus of district goals 
for the past two years. We must also factor in influences in our community and larger society, 
including addiction, poverty, bias, exposure to violence, mental illness, and negative social and 
political discourse. Wellness, character building, and HIB-reduction have always been part of our 
health curriculum and are increasingly being incorporated into other areas. Schools have put 
interventions programs in place like Responsive Classrooms and Positive Behavioral Support systems. 
These efforts are highlighted district wide through dozens of activities during the Week of Respect, 
Red Ribbon Week, School Violence Awareness Week, and Child Assault Prevention Week. And we 
are effectively engaging students to be a part of the solution, through elementary leadership training 
and secondary student organizations like TEAM, Impact, Interact, LEADERS, Character Club, 
Captain’s Crew, Tribe Vibe, and peer mentors.  


