












RESOLUTION  

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING NEW JERSEY ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 3196 AND NEW JERSEY SENATE BILL 2349 

WHEREAS, New Jersey Assembly Bill No. 3196 and New Jersey Senate Bill 2349, concern the administration of 

graduation assessments for high school students; and  

WHEREAS, New Jersey Assembly Bill No. 3196 and Senate Bill 2349, require the New Jersey State Board of 

Education to administer the New Jersey Graduation Proficiency Assessment as a field test for the high school 

class of 2023; and  

WHEREAS, New Jersey Assembly Bill No. 3196 and Senate Bill 2349 state, in relevant part, that under no 

circumstances shall the results of the New Jersey Graduation Proficiency Assessment be used as a prerequisite 

for graduation of students expected to graduate as part of the class of 2023; and  

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic, has greatly impacted students in the Toms River Regional Schools Board 

of Education and throughout the State; and  

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic, which necessitated remote and virtual learning, has led to a number of 

unique and pressing challenges for our students, in and beyond the classroom; and  

WHEREAS,  as students returned to in person learning, school officials are finding a significant drop in the 

number of students who are performing at grade level in key subject areas, including English language arts and 

math; and  

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has worsened the student mental health crisis with an increase in both the 

number of students being treated by emergency rooms across the state for mental health emergencies and 

those showing signs of anxiety or depression; and  

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted almost every aspect of our student’s lives and the lives of 

students across New Jersey; and  

WHEREAS, students do not need the additional anxiety and stress associated with taking a new and unproven 

assessment on which their entire academic career depends; and  

WHEREAS, our students and students across New Jersey need our support and encouragement; and  

WHEREAS, under New Jersey Assembly Bill No. 3196 and New Jersey Senate Bill 2349, the New Jersey 

Graduation Proficiency Assessment would not be used as a graduation requirement for the class of 2023; and  

WHEREAS, by administering the New Jersey Graduation Proficiency Assessment as a field test for the class of 

2023, the Toms River Regional Schools Board of Education and the State will be able to better understand the 

extent and severity of learning loss among students;  

WHEREAS, the Toms River Regionals Schools supports the passage of, New Jersey Assembly Bill No. 3196 and 

New Jersey Senate Bill 2349.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Toms River Regional Schools Board of Education finds that a 

substantial public purpose exists that compels the passage of New Jersey Assembly Bill No. 3196 and New 

Jersey Senate Bill 2349; and therefore, requests that the New Jersey State Legislature pass and Governor Phil 

Murphy sign, New Jersey Assembly Bill No. 3196 and New Jersey Senate Bill 2349 into law.  



RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to Senator James W. Holzapfel, Assemblyman 

John Catalano, Assemblyman Gregory P. McGuckin, Assembly Speaker Craig J. Coughlin, Senate President 

Nicholas P. Scutari, Governor Phil Murphy, and to the New Jersey School Boards Association.  

CERTIFICATION 

We the undersigned members of the Toms River Regional School Board of Education do hereby certify that 

the foregoing is a true copy of a resolution duly adopted at the Board of Education regular action meeting held 

on the 16th day of March, 2022. 
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