
TOMS RIVER REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TOMS RIVER, NEW JERSEY 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A DISTRICT-OPERATED PUBLIC SEPARATE 
SCHOOL 

FOR THE 2027–2028 SCHOOL YEAR 

  

WHEREAS, the Toms River Regional School District (“the District”) is responsible for providing a free 
appropriate public education (“FAPE”) to students with disabilities in accordance with the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. §1400 et seq., N.J.S.A. 18A:46-1 et seq., and N.J.A.C. 6A:14; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.1(a) requires each district board of education to provide educational 
programs and related services for students with disabilities as required by the IEPs of students for whom 
the district board of education is responsible; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:46-13 provides that it shall be the duty of each board of education to provide 
suitable facilities and programs of education for all children who are classified as children with disabilities, 
and that the absence or unavailability of a special class facility in any district shall not relieve a board of 
education of this responsibility; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:46-14(a) authorizes special classes within the district, N.J.S.A. 18A:46-14(b) 
authorizes special classes in the public schools of another district, and N.J.S.A. 18A:46-14(c) authorizes 
joint facilities by agreement between one or more school districts, collectively providing the statutory basis 
for a district-operated public separate school that may accept students from other districts; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.1(d) requires each district board of education to provide a system of free, 
appropriate special education and related services to students with disabilities age three through twenty-
one, provided at public expense, under public supervision, and with no charge to the parent; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.2 requires placement in the least restrictive environment, and N.J.A.C. 
6A:14-4.3(b) enumerates the full continuum of alternative placements, which includes a special class 
program in the student’s school district and a special education program in another school district; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.7 establishes program criteria for special class programs, including 

instructional group sizes, staffing ratios, staff certification requirements, and curriculum standards; and 

WHEREAS, 34 CFR §300.115 requires each public agency to ensure that a continuum of alternative 
placements is available, including instruction in regular classes, special classes, special schools, home 
instruction, and instruction in hospitals and institutions; and 

WHEREAS, 34 CFR §300.114(a)(2) requires that removal from the regular educational environment 
occur only when the nature or severity of the disability is such that education in regular classes with 
supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily; and 

WHEREAS, the District has identified students with intensive academic, behavioral, communication, 
medical, sensory, physical, social-emotional, and adaptive needs who require highly specialized 
programming that cannot be fully addressed through the District’s existing in-district programs; and 



WHEREAS, some of these students currently attend out-of-district programs, including approved private 
schools for students with disabilities, at significant cost to the District, and establishing a district-operated 
public separate school would expand the District’s continuum of services and allow more students to 
remain within their home district and community; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed school will provide individualized academic and functional instruction, 
behavioral and social-emotional supports, communication services, assistive technology, adaptive 
equipment, related services, nursing support, daily living instruction, vocational training, community-based 
instruction, and transition services based on each student’s Individualized Education Program (“IEP”); 
and 

WHEREAS, placement in the proposed school will be determined individually by each student’s IEP team 
after consideration of the full continuum of placement options and the student’s right to be educated in the 
least restrictive environment, consistent with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.2 and 34 CFR §300.114; and 

WHEREAS, the District will provide appropriate opportunities for students enrolled in the public separate 
school to interact with non-disabled peers and participate in academic, extracurricular, vocational, 
recreational, and community-based activities consistent with their IEPs; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:38-19, when pupils of any school district attend public school in 
another district, the receiving district’s board of education shall determine a tuition rate to be paid by the 
sending district, subject to approval by the Executive County Superintendent; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5.2 provides enhanced State support ratios for nonconforming facility 
spaces that house regional special education programs, including programs that allow for the return or 
retention of students with disabilities from private facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the District will use the 2026–2027 school year to obtain all required approvals, prepare the 
facility, develop programming, recruit and train staff, and establish the systems necessary for an 
anticipated opening in September 2027; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Toms River Regional School District Board of 
Education hereby authorizes the District to pursue the establishment of a district-operated public separate 
school at the Intermediate North site for the 2027–2028 school year, pursuant to the authority vested in 
the Board by N.J.S.A. 18A:46-13, 18A:46-14, and 18A:46-15, and in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.1 
and all applicable federal law; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Superintendent of Schools, Director of Special Education, School 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary, and their designees are hereby authorized to prepare and 
submit all required applications, assurances, program descriptions, facility plans, staffing plans, and 
supporting documents to the New Jersey Department of Education through the office of the Executive 
County Superintendent, and any other agency having jurisdiction; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District is authorized to accept students with disabilities from other 
school districts on a tuition basis pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:38-19, with tuition rates to be established 
annually and submitted for approval by the Executive County Superintendent as required by law; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all staffing, expenditures, contracts, and facility improvements 
requiring separate Board approval shall be presented to the Board in accordance with applicable law and 
Board policy; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed school shall comply with all requirements of N.J.A.C. 
6A:14, including but not limited to general program requirements at N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.1(a) and (b), least 



restrictive environment provisions at N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.2, continuum of placements at N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.3, 
and special class program criteria at N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.7; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed school shall not begin operating until all required 
approvals have been received and the District has confirmed that the facility, staffing, programs, and 
services comply with all applicable federal, State, and local requirements. 

  

Adopted by the Toms River Regional School District Board of Education at its public meeting held on 
________________, 20___. 

________________________________________ 

President, Board of Education 

 ________________________________________ 

School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

  

CERTIFICATION  

I certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Toms River Regional School District Board 
of Education at a properly noticed public meeting held on ________________, 20___, at which a quorum 
was present, and that the resolution has not been amended or rescinded. 

________________________________________ 

School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Memorandum of Understanding 

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) serves to define the roles and responsibilities of  

YMCA of the Jersey Shore  

Counseling & Social Services  

  

and  

 

Toms River Regional Schools 

 

as we work in collaboration to provide children’s mental health services to special needs and 

emotionally challenged youth during the 2026-2027 School Year.  This MOU will become effective 

upon execution with an expiration date of June 30, 2027. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities of YMCA of the Jersey Shore (YJS) 

1. YJS has the responsibility to hire, train, supervise and compensate all staff providing the 

specified service. The staff will be considered YJS employees. 

2. The YJS supervisor and management staff will ensure that all services are delivered in a 

professional manner commensurate with licensing and accrediting body standards as well as 

YJS personnel policies and practices. 

3. YJS will conduct background checks on all employees. The review process will meet licensing 

and accreditation standards and will include pre-employment drug screening. 

4. YJS will maintain the required malpractice insurance coverage for all staff. 

5. YJS shall provide a liaison to assist with any administrative or scheduling issues that may 

arise. 

6. YJS shall adhere to the hours of operation of Toms River Regional Schools and to the 

agreed upon room use schedules.  

7. YJS and Toms River Regional Schools shall meet jointly after as needed to review space, 

employee, or any issues that may be pertinent.    

 

Roles and Responsibilities of Toms River Regional Schools 

1. Toms River Regional Schools will provide adequate private space, tables and chairs as 

agreed upon for individual and group sessions. Rooms, days and times available shall be 

maintained on the agreed upon schedule.  

2. Toms River Regional Schools will provide Wi-Fi access to YJS staff for access to the 

electronic health record while working in the School District.   

3. Identified School Contacts of Toms River Regional Schools will act as a liaison to assist 

the YJS staff with building issues that arise during scheduled hours. 

4. Identified School Contacts of Toms River Regional Schools will notify YJS 

administrative staff immediately of any concerns regarding staff conduct. 

 

YMCA of the Jersey Shore and Toms River Regional Schools agree to work collaboratively in 

supporting the children and families served by our mutually agreed upon programs that 

emphasize skill building and development of healthy coping skills to facilitate positive behavior 

and growth in school, home and the community. 



 

 

 

Either party may request changes to this Memorandum of Understanding.  Any changes, 

modifications, revisions or amendments to this agreement which are agreed upon by the parties 

shall be incorporated by written instrument, and effective when executed and signed by both 

parties.  This agreement once fully signed remains in effect. However, it can be terminated by 

either party with or without cause, with 30 days written notice.   

 

 

Location, Contact Info & Fees 

 

High School East 

1225 Raider Way 

Toms River, NJ 08753  

Contact:   

  

Joseph A. Citta Elementary School 

2050 Lakewood Road 

Toms River, NJ 08755 

Contact:   

  

East Dover Elementary School 

725 Vaughn Avenue 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact:   

  

Walnut Street Elementary School 

60 Walnut Street 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact:    

 

High School North  

1245 Old Freehold Road 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact: 

 

High School South  

55 Hyers Street 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact: 

 

Intermediate East 

1519 Hooper Avenue 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact: 

 

Intermediate North  

150 Intermediate N Way 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact: 

 

Intermediate South 

1675 Pinewald Road 

Beachwood NJ 08722 

Contact: 

 

Beachwood Elementary 

901 Berkeley Avenue 

Beachwood, NJ 08722 

Contact: 

 

Cedar Grove Elementary 

173 Cedar Grove Road 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact: 

 

Hooper Avenue Elementary 

1517 Hooper Avenue 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact:  

 

North Dover Elementary 

1759 New Hampshire Avenue 

Toms River, NJ 08755 

Contact: 

 

Pine Beach Elementary  

101 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Pine Beach, NJ 08741 

Contact: 

 

Silver Bay Elementary 

100 Silver Bay Road 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact: 

 

South Toms River Elementary 

419 Dover Road 

Toms River, NJ 08757 

Contact: 

 

Washington Street Elementary 

500 W Earl Court 

Toms River, NJ 08753 

Contact: 

 

West Dover Elementary 

50 Blue Jay Drive 

Toms River, NJ 08755 

Contact: 

 



 

 

YMCA of the Jersey Shore  

Counseling & Social Services  

166 Main Street 

Matawan, NJ 07747 

Contact: Taryn Hogan, LPC 

732-290-9040 x415 

 

 

Administrative Counseling Fees: 

The administrative counseling fees will be waived for the eighteen established licensed school-

based counseling sites for the 2026-2027 school year.  The YMCA of the Jersey Shore and the 

Toms River School District are agreed to partner to find funding for the 2027-2028 school year.  

 

 

 

Toms River Regional Schools        

Michael Citta        ____________________________________      

Superintendent of Schools     Signature       

 

____________________________________ 

            Date 

   

 

YMCA of the Jersey Shore       

Jennifer Dunn      ____________________________________       

Chief Operating Officer   Signature 

                

____________________________________      

      Date 

 

 

 


































