
 
February 11, 2021 
 
Dear Toms River Regional Schools staff: 
 
With your help, adaptability, and feedback, we’ve continued our planning and discussions about the 
next phase of our #TRSafeReturn. As you well know, our primary focus has remained centered upon 
offering the most significant amount of in-person learning safely for all staff and students, while still 
providing families the opportunity to select an all-virtual learning option. At this time, we are 
prepared to move forward with the next phase of our reopening plan. 
 
On Monday, March 1, our elementary schools will offer four in-person half days of instruction 
for all students, with Friday continuing as an all-virtual day of teaching and learning. Our 
students in grades 6-12 will shortly follow with this option beginning on Monday, March 15. 
This progression of our #TRSafeReturn plan still honors the all-virtual option for students.  
 
The NJDOE and local health department guidelines we’ve followed throughout this year continue to 
recommend social distancing protocols where practicable. We recognize, however, that the increase 
of in-person instructional time for students presents a challenge, and we must acknowledge scenarios 
whereby we will not be able to accommodate six feet of social distance among students. In such 
cases, staff and students will continue to wear the appropriate face coverings and, when appropriate, 
clear desk dividers will be available. Our building principals will continue to develop a schedule that 
staggers times for transitions and limits congregation in common areas like hallways. My leadership 
team and I will also continue to implement stringent cleaning protocols to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19; abide by guidelines regarding contact tracing; and continue to execute the effective 
screening procedures that have been in place since the start of in-person instruction.  
 
Later today, we will distribute a message to all of our parents and families alerting them to this news 
and encouraging them to access the parent portal and select their child’s preferred learning model by 
Feb. 16. 
 
We embark on this new phase cautiously, but with great hopes that it represents another step toward 
an eventual full return. Thank you for your hard work, flexibility, and dedication to your craft and to 
our students throughout this challenging but surely memorable school year. 
 
Regards, 
 
Thomas Gialanella 
 
Thomas Gialanella 
Interim Superintendent of Schools 
TG/tmd 


