
 
Aug. 25, 2026 
 
To our Toms River Regional Schools staff, parents, and families: 
 
Nothing we say holds any weight if we don’t act on it. It’s part of my role here to communicate often– at board 
meetings, various public events, one-on-one, through these very letters– but if I don’t follow through, eventually 
everyone is going to tune it all out. 
 
I hope, pray, and trust that our team here at Toms River Regional Schools has established a track record of following 
through and holding fast to promises made. It’s that confidence that brings me genuine excitement to, with the help 
of everyone here, enact and integrate an annual theme to each school year. 
 
What might otherwise be seen as charming but surface is something we take super seriously– we don’t say things 
just to say them. Years ago, our “I show up, I count” initiative improved attendance drastically. Our Kindness 
Campaign positively impacted student behaviors, and last year was littered with true-life examples of students and 
staff being ALL IN. We retain those ideals while growing and striving for more. 
 
Our slogan for the 2026-2027 school year– Where passion meets purpose– is, to this point, the pinnacle of our entire 
mission, and something I’m supremely proud to share and strive to embody along with everyone here. As I 
mentioned to our district leaders a few weeks ago, “Passion is the heart we bring to our profession … But passion 
alone is not enough … Our purpose is ensuring every student grows academically, socially, emotionally, and 
personally.” 
 
Like words are not enough without action, passion is nullified without purpose. Our goal is that this upcoming 
school year becomes the most purpose-driven year yet, marked by growth, action and, ultimately, results, and 
undergirded by an obvious love for what we do and who we’re doing it for and with. 
 
As you re-enter our buildings or walk into a new school for the first time this 
week, you will see the signs and the logo, and throughout the year you will read 
the words and hear it said about this district: Where passion meets purpose. 
Charming? Yes. Meaningful? Also yes. Because you will discover there is weight 
behind those words, and that it’s our promise to live out that mantra every day, 
and to grow and advance this district to where it needs to be for our kids and 
families, now and in the years to come. 
 
So welcome back. Thanks for showing up. Remember to stay kind and remain all 
in, and we’ll provide the passion and purpose. The rest will take care of itself. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Citta 
Superintendent of Schools 


