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How to Read an IEP

IEPs are written:
● Once a year (annual review)
● More frequently if amendments/changes need to be made

Parental consent:
● Required for initial assessment/evaluation
● Required for the first/initial IEP
● After initial IEP, consent is not required.  IEP goes into effect in 15 days unless sign for 

earlier implementation
● Sought for additional assessment or re-evaluation testing

Reevaluation for Special Education and Related Services:
● Required every 3 years to determine continued eligibility

Legal: 
● Parental Rights in Special Education (PRISE) booklet posted on website



IEP draft vs finalized?

Draft: 
● Reviewed at IEP meeting (mailed home if parent/guardian does not attend in person)
● May include handwritten notes and changes that were discussed during the meeting  

Finalized: 
● Identical to draft
● Any hand written notes will be typed in
● This is the legal document
● Reminder: draft automatically becomes finalized in 15 days, no parent signature required



Let’s go through an IEP!

IEP REVIEW

PAGE BY PAGE



Page information:

● Demographics

● Testing, 
meeting, 
eligibility dates

● IEP quick 
summary

● Special alerts: 
often includes 
important 
medical 
information



Page information:
● Recent testing 

dates

● Strengths of 
student: based on 
teacher reports or 
CM input

● Concerns of the 
parent: parents 
have the right to 
include their 
concerns. Tell the 
CM if you would 
like to add

● Present levels: 
summary of 
current 
performance, 
teachers/service 
providers



Page information:

● Eligibility: why is the 
student eligible for 
services?

● Statement on how the 
disability affects the 
student in the general 
education classroom

● Communication, 
behavioral, or other 
special needs

● Needs: based on 
present levels



Page information:

● Needs con’t: 
Teacher PLAAFP 
driven

● Transition 
planning: 14yrs 
Student interests, 
high school 
course planning, 
post-graduation 
plans, possible 
work goals; 
requires student 
input



Page information:

● Information on 
available outside 
agencies 

● Post-graduation 
goals, if 
appropriate

● Behavioral 
interventions if 
behavior is 
impacting 
education; 
classroom/teacher 
plans do not have 
to be included 
here; must be 
student specific 
and data driven



Page information:
● Progress reporting: 

How often 
progress on IEP 
goals will be 
provided; posted 
online, Genesis 
parent portal

● Goals and 
objectives: Goals 
for the current IEP 
and how they will 
be monitored.  
Goals are driven by 
the “how disability 
affects”, teacher 
present levels, and 
needs statements



Page information:
● Modifications: what 

supports are needed to 
“level the playing field” 
due to the disability; 
can include general 
education and special 
education settings.

● Supplemental aides + 
services: additional 
services required to 
support the student 
due to disability ex. 
extra copy of books, 
social skills lunch 
group

● Assistive tech: devices 
needed to support the 
student’s 
communication in 
school



  Page information:
● Supports for school 

personnel: resources for 
staff to support the student 
(trainings, etc)

● Programming/related 
services: list of special ed 
classes and any related 
services for the length of 
the IEP; some subjects may 
not be listed as special 
education, based on 
disability and needs.

● Transportation needs, if 
required due to disability 

● Extended School Year:  
based on regression and 
recoupment of skills



Page information:
● LRE statement (least 

restrictive environment): 
Must be very clearly 
documented if the 
student is out of gen ed 
more than 20% of the 
day.  ALL students 
should be considered for 
general education at 
every IEP meeting; 
required by law.

● Rationale for removal 
explains why the 
student’s needs, goals, 
and accommodations 
cannot be met in the gen 
ed setting

● Must always consider 
general education first, 
then progress through 
the continuum 



Page information:
● Transition for OOD 

students: what is 
needed to bring 
student back to 
District; establish a 
plan for the future

● Eligibility for 
participation in 
extracurricular 
activities 

● School day length 
statement

● Transition planning 
into HS

● State/District testing 
(ex. PARCC) for the 
year and 
accommodations;  
must be required in 
classroom to be 
needed for testing



Page information:

● Graduation 
requirements: 
attendance, 
credits, state 
testing

● Notice 
requirements: 
details on the 
document creation 
(ex. annual review 
required by law, 
amendment to 
program)



Page information:

● Transfer of rights 
statement: when 
student turns 18, all 
IEP responsibilities 
go to the student

● Statement of 
parental rights and 
where to find 
additional 
information



Page information:

● Example of meeting 
attendance/sign in; not an 
agreement, just record of 
participation in meeting; 
participation via phone will be 
noted here

● Eligibility column: school staff 
determines eligibility due to 
code requirements



Page information:

● Top box: consent to implement 
initial/first IEP; parental 
consent required to begin 
services

● Bottom box: second and 
subsequent IEPs, optional; 
consent to implement IEP prior 
to the 15 day review period



QUESTIONS?



Sibshop 
workshop 
information


