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Mission, Vision, and Values

Mission
It is the mission of the Toms River Regional School District’s English Language Learner (ELL) program to
provide all English Language Learners with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to be both communicatively
and academically successful while acquiring English language proficiency.  This will be accomplished by
providing a program that values the native language and culture of the ELL student, provides students with the
content knowledge and necessary background knowledge to meaningfully participate in the curricula, provides
district administrators and teachers with training on best practices and culturally responsive teaching, and
equips students with the English language skills that are the necessary tools for full participation in the K-12
education setting and future participation in the greater community.

Vision
The vision of the Toms River Regional School District’s English Language Learner (ELL) program is to
provide instruction advocating best-practice strategies for academic and linguistic competence, enabling
students to achieve on the same basis as native speakers of English. The program promotes instruction and
practice in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and awareness of American culture while encouraging
multiculturalism and multilingualism.  Cultures and languages of all students are supported and respected.  The
ultimate goal of the program is to have ELL students become independent and successful learners in the
mainstream setting.

Values and Guiding Principles:
● All English Language Learners can achieve high levels of academic success and personal growth.

● English Language Learners contribute a rich background of experiences and knowledge.

● Language immersion promotes cultural intelligence and curiosity.

● Different perspectives, practices, beliefs, and multicultural practices enable students to develop
relationships in a global society and successfully navigate a variety of sociocultural contexts.

● Diverse families are intentionally included and valued as participants in discussions and decisions about
how students' identities, assets and language development are incorporated into programs and services,
as well as curriculum and instruction.

● All English Language Learners have fair and equitable access to educational opportunities.

● All district stakeholders have high expectations and shared accountability for the academic
progress of English Language Learners.

● All District stakeholders are committed to building an inclusive learning environment.

Content Area: English as a Second Language



Course Title: ESL/ELA Grades 9-12 WIDA Grade Cluster:  9-12

Unit Plan 1
Changes and Challenging Choices

45 days
● Multicultural/Immigration Novel in Verse 25 days
● Multicultural/Immigration Short Story 5 days
● Multicultural Presentation 10 days
● Challenging Choices (poem/story/project) 5 days

Unit Plan 2
Human Nature

45 days
● Shakespeare Drama 30 days
● Cultural Story/Song/Film/Poem 15 days

Unit Plan 3
Heroic Leaders

45 days
● African American history- 10 days
● Women’s history- 10 days
● American history- 10 days
● Speech/Debate- 15 days

Unit Plan 4
Environmental and Societal Conflicts

45 days
● American Society/Class- 5 days
● World Conflicts- 20 days
● Natural Environment Presentation- 5 days
● SciFi/Myth/Legend- 10 days
● Folktales- Songs/Poems- 5 days

Date Created: June 6, 2018

Board Approved on: (When submitted to Board)

Toms River Regional Schools

English as a Second Language Curriculum

Grade Level  Cluster: Grade 9-12

Unit 1 Topic :   Changes and Challenging Choices                                                                    Pacing:   45 days

Unit Focus: The unit will develop language and content about changes that affect our lives, the challenges
we face, and the choices we make, so that students can effectively communicate ideas and information
with peers using academic language and content-related vocabulary. The unit provides ample
opportunities for students to engage in higher order thinking and to practice language. Language



development is defined through the three performance criteria of linguistic complexity, vocabulary usage
and language forms and conventions across the four language domains. The unit demonstrates how to
integrate these domains with NJSLS and WIDA ELD standards for English language learners.  Students are
exposed to a variety of materials that offer them opportunities to tap into prior knowledge or build
requisite background knowledge so they may engage with the various texts in the unit. Through the use of
authentic literature students will be exposed to different kinds of texts.  The different lessons and activities
will expose students to literature, informational text and technology as required in the NJSLS in order for
students to use the four domains of listening, speaking, reading and writing. The teacher scaffolds
language so students can engage in discourse and higher order thinking skills.

Primary Interdisciplinary Connections: https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/
ELA:
RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the
text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details and provide an objective summary of the
text.
RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the
course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the
United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.
RL.9-10.10. and RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade -, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.) and
make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific details; provide
an objective summary of the text.

W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well chosen
details, and well-structured event sequences. A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a
smooth progression of experiences or events. B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description,
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. C. Use a variety of techniques
to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. D. Use precise words and phrases,
telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course
of the narrative.
W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared writing
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly
and dynamically.

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively. A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g.
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment
criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. C. Propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate
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others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. D. Respond thoughtfully to various
perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in
light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. A. Use parallel structure. B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings
and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.
L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related
independent clauses. B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. C. Spell correctly.
L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase. B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy). C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. D. Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Math
HS.N.Q.A.1. Use units as a way to understand problems and to guide the solution of multi-step problems; choose and
interpret units consistently in formulas; choose and interpret the scale and the origin in graphs and data displays.
HS.N.Q.A.2. Define appropriate quantities for the purpose of descriptive modeling.
HS.N.Q.A.3. Choose a level of accuracy appropriate to limitations on measurement when reporting quantities.
2.MD.C.8.Solve word problems involving dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies, using $ and ¢ symbols
appropriately.
5.NBT.B.7. Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using concrete models or drawings and
strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction;
relate the strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used.
7.EE.B.3. Solve multi-step real-life and mathematical problems posed with positive and negative rational numbers in
any form (whole numbers, fractions, and decimals), using tools strategically. Apply properties of operations to
calculate with numbers in any form; convert between forms as appropriate; and assess the reasonableness of
answers using mental computation and estimation strategies.

Science
HS-LS3-3. Apply concepts of statistics and probability to explain the variation and distribution of expressed traits in a
population.

Social Studies
6.1.12.D.1.a Assess the impact of the interactions and conflicts between native groups and North American settlers.
6.1.12.D.5.d Relate varying immigrants’ experiences to gender, race, ethnicity, or occupation.
6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., art, food, music, and literature), and
practices in shaping contemporary American culture.
6.2.12.A.5.d Analyze the causes and consequences of mass killings (e.g., Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Somalia, Sudan), and evaluate the responsibilities of the world community in response to such events.
6.2.12.B.5.c Determine the impact of migration on the way of life (e.g., social,
economic, and political structures) in countries of origin and in adopted
countries.
6.2.12.D.3.b Explain how industrialization and urbanization affected class structure, family life, the daily lives of men,



women, and children, and the environment.

Technology
8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, achievements, and
career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources.
8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons to an original work.
8.1.12.D.5 Analyze the capabilities and limitations of current and emerging technology resources and assess their
potential to address personal, social, lifelong learning, and career needs.

Visual and Performing Arts
1.1.12.B.2 Synthesize knowledge of the elements of music in the deconstruction and performance of complex
musical scores from diverse cultural contexts.
1.1.8.D.2 Compare and contrast various masterworks of art from diverse cultures, and identify elements of the works
that relate to specific cultural heritages.
1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures throughout history.

Health and Physical Education
2.1.12.A.1 Analyze the role of personal responsibility in maintaining and enhancing personal, family, community, and
global wellness.
2.1.12.C.3 Determine the emotional, social, and financial impact of mental illness on the family, community, and
state.
2.1.12.E.1 Predict the short- and long-term consequences of unresolved conflicts.
2.1.12.E.3 Examine how a family might cope with crisis or change and suggest ways to restore family balance and
function.
2.2.12.A.1 Employ skills for communicating with family, peers, and people from other backgrounds and cultures that
may impact the health of oneself and others.
2.4.12.A.1 Compare and contrast how family structures, values, rituals, and traditions meet basic human needs
worldwide.

21st Century Themes and Career Readiness:
21st Century Themes
9.1.12.A.3 Analyze the relationship between various careers and personal earning goals.
9.1.12.A.4 Identify a career goal and develop a plan and timetable for achieving it, including educational/training
requirements, costs, and possible debt.
9.1.12.A.8 Analyze different forms of currency and how currency is used to exchange goods and services.
9.1.12.A.9 Analyze how personal and cultural values impact spending and other financial decisions.
9.2.12.C.1 Review career goals and determine steps necessary for attainment.
9.2.12.C.2 Modify Personalized Student Learning Plans to support declared career goals.
9.2.12.C.5 Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require knowledge of world languages
and diverse cultures.

Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Learning Targets:  WIDA Standards



English Language Development Standards Essential Action

Standard 1: English language learners communicate for Social and Instructional purposes within the
school setting.
Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Language Arts.
Standard 3: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Mathematics.
Standard 4: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Science.
Standard 5: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Social Studies.

Language Domains Each standard encompasses four language domains that define how ELLs process and
use language: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

Essential Question:
What language do students need in order to
demonstrate comprehension and engage in the
topic of changes and challenging choices?

What language do students need in order to
demonstrate comprehension and engage in the
topics of culture, immigration, choice vs fate, key
decisions and alternate path?

What language do students need in order to
create and present an autobiographical project?

What reading skills are necessary for students to
monitor their own comprehension, activate prior
knowledge and make connections?

What reading and writing skills are necessary to
interpret and summarize information and
narrative text?

What reading and writing skills are necessary to
make predictions and write alternative endings?

What reading and writing skills are necessary to
write a story from a different perspective?

Enduring Understandings/Big Ideas:
● Listening, speaking, reading and writing about

changes and choices requires specific

academic language.

● Listening requires giving deliberate attention

to speakers in order to build on their ideas and

respond to their questions.

● Speaking requires the ability to present

information in a logical manner, to pose

questions and to challenge listeners.

● Reading requires the ability to monitor

comprehension by selecting the relevant

information and determining key points and

details.

● Writing summaries and narratives requires

comprehension, interpretation, organization,

and proper grammar and mechanics.

● Reading requires the ability to predict text and

cite evidence.

● Creating alternative endings and writing from

a different perspective requires imagination,

continuity, organization, and proper grammar

and mechanics.

● Creating autobiographies requires reflection,

organization, and proper grammar and

mechanics.

Learning Outcomes
Aligned with the WIDA Can Do Descriptors and Key Uses of Language Proficiency:

http://www.wida.us/standards/eld.aspx#essentialactions


Content Objectives
Students will learn…

Language Objectives
Students will use…

● Describe changes and choices
● Apply learned vocabulary to describe

topics such as heritage/culture,
immigration, choice vs fate, key decisions
and alternative paths

● Create and present an autobiographical
project

● Classify a variety of genres
● Classify parts of a story, main idea, and key

details
● Identify characters and their traits
● Identify the narrator and point of view
● Describe the setting
● Activate prior knowledge
● Monitor comprehension
● Make self to text connections
● Make predictions and cite evidence
● Develop the story from an alternative

perspective

● Develop oral language by presenting a project

● Ask and answer questions about information

from speakers

● Participate in oral presentations

● Share similarities and differences

● Respond to questions related to stories and

topics

● List using sequence and chronology
● Write summaries

● Create an alternative ending of a story
● Identify nouns and pronouns
● Identify singular vs plural and possessive

nouns
● Identify present tense verbs and use correctly

in sentences
● Create sentences with subject-verb agreement
● Determine complete sentences and fragments
● Determine the correct punctuation

Materials & Resources:
● Multicultural Lit (student choice)

Year A
● Under the Mesquite Guadalupe Garcia

McCall
● The Stolen Party Liliana Heker
● The Monkey’s Paw W. W. Jacobs
● Mending Wall Robert Frost
● The Road Not Taken Robert Frost
● “My Occupation” presentation

Year B
● Inside Out and Back Again Thanhha Lai
● The Joy Luck Club Amy Tan
● A Long Way Home Saroo Brierley
● Where Is My Country? Nellie Wong
● The Tell-Tale Heart Poe
● The Raven Poe
● “My Budget” presentation

Year C
● The House on Mango St. Sandra Cisneros
● It’s Our Story, Too Yvette Cabrera
● Identity Julio Noboa
● All Summer in a Day Ray Bradbury
● Don’t Go Gentle into that Good

Expressway Luis Rodriguez
● “My Name” presentation

Year D

Vocabulary: school objects, school personnel, school
subjects, routines, rules, autobiography, family
members, physical descriptions, types of homes,
leisure activities (clubs/sports), traditions,
celebrations, immigration, change, challenge, choice,
fate, decision, alternate, path, narrative, narrator,
point of view, perspective, character, characterization,
setting, plot, event, sequence, chronology, predict,
evidence, noun, pronoun, singular, plural, possessive,
subject, verb, fragment, period, comma, question
mark, exclamation point



● The Good Braider Terry Farish
● Looking for a Rain God Bessie Head
● The Lost Boys Sara Corbett
● Human Family Maya Angelou
● The Lottery Shirley Jackson
● Beware: Do Not Read This Poem Ishmael Reed

● “My Culture” presentation

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment:

● Oral presentation: Students will create and

present a project.   Students will be

assessed using the WIDA Speaking Rubric

based on linguistic complexity, language

control, and vocabulary usage.

● Summative Writing: Students will interpret

text, organize information and summarize

the story. Students will be assessed using

the WIDA Writing Rubric based on

linguistic complexity, language control, and

vocabulary usage.

● Narrative Writing: Students will write an

alternative ending to the story or students

will write the story from an alternative

perspective. Students will be assessed

using the WIDA Writing Rubric based on

linguistic complexity, language control, and

vocabulary usage.

● Quarterly Exam

Benchmark Assessments
● Speaking/Writing/Reading/Listening Pre

and Post tests (September and May)
● Complete a cold read activity following

content-related topics and respond
through writing based on ELP level using
the WIDA Writing Rubric

Alternative Assessment:
● Listening assessments
● Speaking assessments
● Answer questions orally
● Retell a story orally
● Rehearsed skits
● Read aloud
● Portfolio assessment
● Language log and journal entries
● Gallery Walk

Formative Assessment:
● Can Do Profile Sheets
● Questioning Techniques: Provide students

with question stems (sentence starters) to use
to form questions; students can use these in a
turn-and-talk or think-pair-share; teacher can
use a rubric to evaluate students’ use of the
stems provided

● Class discussions
● Center monitoring
●  Observations: Observe students use of

academic language and sentence structure
●  Skill Checklist: Language Domains
● Anecdotal notes
●  Conferencing: Use speaking/writing rubric.
● Language Logs/Journals/Interactive Notebook
●  Graphic organizers: concept map, KWL chart,

Frayer Model, story map, main idea/details
chart, flow diagram, character map, Venn
Diagram

●  Goal chart/Checklist
●  Exit/Admit Tickets
● Self Evaluation



● Student choice

Performance Tasks/Use of Technology:
Google Suite Applications, Student video
presentations, FlipGrid Presentations and video
responses, EdPuzzle.com - edited movies with
questions marked, Video comic strips,
Kahoot.com, Quizlet.com, Busuu.com,
duolingo.com, Readtheory.com, Peardeck.com,
QR Code activities, BrainPop

Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, 504, At Risk, Gifted and Talented)

Special Education Students
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Utilize graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for reading and increase comprehension
● Assign peer tutor
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Seating arrangements to enhance teacher-student and student-student interactions and instruction

504 Students
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Utilize graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for reading and increase comprehension
● Assign peer tutor
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Seating arrangements to enhance teacher-student and student-student interactions and instruction

Gifted and Talented
● Extension activities
● Opportunities for Critical Thinking
● Problem Solving/Design Challenges
● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities
● Student Driven Activities



● Group Projects
● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bmpX28eZPAdSGhuPV7lRNPpm5pFH-6eoEu0gQe-z930/edit?usp=sharing

● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Use visual representations
● Allow use of first language
● Peer tutoring/partner work
● Repeated directions
● Limit number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure
●       Cooperative Learning groups
●       Multiple intelligences to meet all types of learners
●       Review and make necessary IEP modifications/504 plan
●       Whiteboards
●       TPR
●       Flexible Grouping
●       Graphic Organizer
●       Desk-Side Conferencing
●       Personal Agendas
●       Think/Pair Share
●       Open-Ended Activities
●       Games
●       Multiple Level Questions
●       Alternative Assessment
●       Flashcards
●       Listening Comprehension
●       Rubrics

Grade Level  Cluster: Grade 9-12

Unit 2 Topic :   Human Nature                                                                             Pacing:   45 days

Unit Focus: The unit will develop language and content for exploring universal themes of human nature
throughout literature and across cultures, so that students can effectively communicate ideas and
information with peers using academic language and content-related vocabulary. The unit provides ample
opportunities for students to engage in higher order thinking and to practice language. Language
development is defined through the three performance criteria of linguistic complexity, vocabulary usage
and language forms and conventions across the four language domains. The unit demonstrates how to
integrate these domains with NJSLS and WIDA ELD standards for English language learners.  Students are
exposed to a variety of materials that offer them opportunities to tap into prior knowledge or build
requisite background knowledge so they may engage with the various texts in the unit. Through the use of
authentic literature students will be exposed to different kinds of texts.  The different lessons and activities
will expose students to literature, informational text and technology as required in the NJSLS in order for
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students to use the four domains of listening, speaking, reading and writing. The teacher scaffolds
language so students can engage in discourse and higher order thinking skills.

Primary Interdisciplinary Connections: https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/
ELA:
RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the

language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).
RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel
plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise).
RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is
emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of
Icarus).
RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge)
how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or
topic from mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
RL.9-10.10. and RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade -, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course
of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an
objective summary of the text.
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure
and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
RL.11-12.7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or
recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (e.g., Shakespeare and other
authors.)
RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early twentieth-century foundational works of literature,
including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.

RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.) and
make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific details; provide
an objective summary of the text.
RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and
relevant and sufficient evidence. A. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence. B. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies, propaganda devices, and using
sound reasoning, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link
the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. D. Establish and maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/


norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. E. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that
supports the argument presented.
W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, wellchosen
details, and well-structured event sequences. A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a
smooth progression of experiences or events. B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description,
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. C. Use a variety of techniques
to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. D. Use precise words and phrases,
telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course
of the narrative.
W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared writing
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly
and dynamically.

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively. A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g.
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment
criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. C. Propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate
others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. D. Respond thoughtfully to various
perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in
light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. A. Use parallel structure. B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings
and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.
L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related
independent clauses. B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. C. Spell correctly.
L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase. B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy). C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. D. Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Math
HS.N.Q.A.1. Use units as a way to understand problems and to guide the solution of multi-step problems; choose and
interpret units consistently in formulas; choose and interpret the scale and the origin in graphs and data displays.
HS.N.Q.A.2. Define appropriate quantities for the purpose of descriptive modeling.
HS.N.Q.A.3. Choose a level of accuracy appropriate to limitations on measurement when reporting quantities.

Science



HS-ESS3-1. Construct an explanation based on evidence for how the availability of natural resources, occurrence of
natural hazards, and changes in climate have influenced human activity.

Social Studies
6.1.12.A.1.b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected political rights.
6.1.12.B.6.b Compare and contrast issues involved in the struggle between the unregulated development of natural
resources and efforts to conserve and protect natural resources during the period of industrial expansion.
6.2.12.D.3.b Explain how industrialization and urbanization affected class structure, family life, the daily lives of men,
women, and children, and the environment.

Technology
8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, achievements, and
career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources.

Visual and Performing Arts
1.1.12.B.1 Examine how aspects of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions are
organized and manipulated to establish unity and variety in genres of musical compositions.
1.1.2.C.1 Identify basic elements of theatre and describe their use in a variety of theatrical performances.
1.1.2.C.2 Express stage directions, areas of the stage, basic stage movements, and parts of a script using correct
theatre terms (e.g., setting, costumes, plot, theme, etc.).
1.1.5.C.3 Analyze the use of technical theatrical elements to identify how time, place, mood, and theme are created.
1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures throughout history.

Health and Physical Education
2.1.12.E.1 Predict the short- and long-term consequences of unresolved conflicts.
2.2.12.A.2 Demonstrate strategies to prevent, manage, or resolve interpersonal conflicts.

21st Century Themes and Career Readiness:
21st Century Themes
9.1.12.A.8 Analyze different forms of currency and how currency is used to exchange goods and services.
9.2.12.C.5 Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require knowledge of world languages
and diverse cultures.

Career Ready Practices
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Learning Targets:  WIDA Standards

English Language Development Standards Essential Action

Standard 1: English language learners communicate for Social and Instructional purposes within the
school setting.
Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Language Arts.
Standard 3: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Mathematics.
Standard 4: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Science.
Standard 5: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for

http://www.wida.us/standards/eld.aspx#essentialactions


academic success in the content area of Social Studies.

Language Domains Each standard encompasses four language domains that define how ELLs process and
use language: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

Essential Question:
What language do students need in order to
demonstrate comprehension and engage in the
topic of human nature?

What language do students need in order to engage
in the topics of essential truths and peril and
conflict?

What reading skills are necessary to analyze
nonfiction text features?

What reading and writing skills are necessary to
compare and contrast informational and narrative
texts and to cite evidence?

What writing skills are necessary to write analytical
essays?

What writing skills are necessary to write poetry?

Enduring Understandings/Big Ideas:
● Listening, speaking, reading and writing

about human nature requires specific
academic language.

● Listening requires giving deliberate attention
to speakers in order to build on their ideas
and respond to their questions.

● Speaking requires the ability to present
information in a logical manner, to pose
questions and to challenge listeners.

● Reading requires the ability to analyze
nonfiction text features.

● Analytical writing requires the ability to
compare and contrast informational and
narrative texts and to cite evidence.

● Analytical writing requires comprehension,
analysis, organization, and proper grammar
and mechanics.

● Writing poetry requires imagination,
organization, and proper grammar and
mechanics.

Learning Outcomes
Aligned with the WIDA Can Do Descriptors and Key Uses of Language Proficiency:

Content Objectives
Students will learn…

Language Objectives
Students will use…

● Describe human nature
● Apply learned vocabulary to describe topics

such as essential truths and peril/conflict
● Compare and contrast dialogue in a story to

dialogue in drama
● Analyze the conflict and resolution
● Analyze the themes of story
● Compare and contrast the universality of

themes throughout literature and across
cultures

● Visualize
● Describe the mood and imagery
● Identify foreshadowing and flashback
● Analyze the author’s use of symbolism and

allegory
● Describe the author’s tone and perspective
● Make text to text connections

● Develop oral language by analyzing themes
and discussing their universality and real
world applications

● Respond to questions related to stories and
topics

● Determine rhyme
● Identify and create examples of alliteration
● Classify rhythm and meter
● Construct poetry using rhyme, rhythm and

meter
● Write an analytical essay
● Identify future tense verb forms and use

correctly in sentences
● Identify adjectives and adverbs
● Classify comparative and superlative

adjectives and adverbs



Materials & Resources:
● Poetry Project

Year A
● A Christmas Carol Charles Dickens
● Julius Caesar OR Midsummer Night’s Dream

William Shakespeare
● My Heart Leaps Up William Wordsworth

Year B
● “Holiday” presentation
● The Tragedy of Hamlet William Shakespeare
● The Sun Mary Oliver

Year C
● The Necklace Guy de Maupassant
● Romeo and Juliet Shakespeare
● Walden Henry David Thoreau
● Poem on Returning to Dwell in the Country

T’ao Ch’ien
Year D

● The Gift of the Magi O. Henry
● Othello OR King Lear or Macbeth William

Shakespeare
● The Rose that Grew from Concrete Tupac

Shakur

Vocabulary: human nature, human connections,
dialogue, compare, contrast, conflict, resolution,
theme, visualize, mood, imagery, symbolism,
allegory, tone, alliteration, rhyme, rhythm, meter,
analyze, future, adjective, adverb, comparative,
superlative

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment:

● Analytical Writing: Students will analyze the
themes of the story by drawing conclusions,
citing evidence and explaining the
universality of those themes. Students will
be assessed using the WIDA Writing Rubric
based on linguistic complexity, language
control, and vocabulary usage.

● Narrative Writing: Students will write an
alternative ending to the story or students
will write the story from an alternative
perspective. Students will be assessed using
the WIDA Writing Rubric based on linguistic
complexity, language control, and
vocabulary usage.

● Creative Writing: Students will write their
own poems using rhyme, rhythm and meter.
Students will be assessed using the WIDA
Writing Rubric based on linguistic
complexity, language control, and
vocabulary usage.

● Quarterly Exam.
Benchmark Assessments

● Speaking/Writing/Reading/Listening Pre and

Formative Assessment:
● Can Do Profile Sheets
● Questioning Techniques: Provide students

with question stems (sentence starters) to
use to form questions; students can use
these in a turn-and-talk or think-pair-share;
teacher can use a rubric to evaluate
students’ use of the stems provided

● Class discussions
● Center monitoring
●  Observations: Observe students use of

academic language and sentence structure
●  Skill Checklist: Language Domains
● Anecdotal notes
●  Conferencing: Use speaking/writing rubric.
● Language Logs/Journals/Interactive

Notebook
●  Graphic organizers: concept map, KWL

chart, Frayer Model, story map, main
idea/details chart, flow diagram, character
map, Venn Diagram

●  Goal chart/Checklist
●  Exit/Admit Tickets
● Self Evaluation



Post tests (September and May)
● Complete a cold read activity following

content-related topics and respond through
writing based on ELP level using the WIDA
Writing Rubric

Alternative Assessment:
● Listening assessments
● Speaking assessments
● Answer questions orally
● Retell a story orally
● Rehearsed skits
● Read aloud
● Portfolio assessment
● Language log and journal entries
● Gallery Walk
● Student choice

Performance Tasks/Use of Technology:
Google Suite Applications, Student video
presentations, FlipGrid Presentations and video
responses, EdPuzzle.com - edited movies with
questions marked, Video comic strips, Kahoot.com,
Quizlet.com, Busuu.com, duolingo.com,
Readtheory.com, Peardeck.com, QR Code activities,
BrainPop

Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, 504, At Risk, Gifted and Talented)

Special Education Students
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Utilize graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for reading and increase comprehension
● Assign peer tutor
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Seating arrangements to enhance teacher-student and student-student interactions and instruction

504 Students
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words



● Utilize graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for reading and increase comprehension
● Assign peer tutor
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Seating arrangements to enhance teacher-student and student-student interactions and instruction

Gifted and Talented
● Extension activities
● Opportunities for Critical Thinking
● Problem Solving/Design Challenges
● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities
● Student Driven Activities
● Group Projects
● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bmpX28eZPAdSGhuPV7lRNPpm5pFH-6eoEu0gQe-z930/edit?usp=sharing

● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Use visual representations
● Allow use of first language
● Peer tutoring/partner work
● Repeated directions
● Limit number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure
●       Cooperative Learning groups
●       Multiple intelligences to meet all types of learners
●       Review and make necessary IEP modifications/504 plan
●       Whiteboards
●       TPR
●       Flexible Grouping
●       Graphic Organizer
●       Desk-Side Conferencing
●       Personal Agendas
●       Think/Pair Share
●       Open-Ended Activities
●       Games
●       Multiple Level Questions
●       Alternative Assessment
●       Flashcards
●       Listening Comprehension
●       Rubrics

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bmpX28eZPAdSGhuPV7lRNPpm5pFH-6eoEu0gQe-z930/edit?usp=sharing


Grade Level  Cluster: Grade 9-12

Unit 3 Topic :   Heroic Leaders                                                                                 Pacing:   45 days

Unit Focus: The unit will develop language and content about heroic leaders, both past and present, that
have influenced our world, so that students can effectively communicate ideas and information with peers
using academic language and content-related vocabulary. The unit provides ample opportunities for
students to engage in higher order thinking and to practice language. Language development is defined
through the three performance criteria of linguistic complexity, vocabulary usage and language forms and
conventions across the four language domains. The unit demonstrates how to integrate these domains
with NJSLS and WIDA ELD standards for English language learners.  Students are exposed to a variety of
materials that offer them opportunities to tap into prior knowledge or build requisite background
knowledge so they may engage with the various texts in the unit. Through the use of authentic literature
students will be exposed to different kinds of texts.  The different lessons and activities will expose
students to literature, informational text and technology as required in the NJSLS in order for students to
use the four domains of listening, speaking, reading and writing. The teacher scaffolds language so
students can engage in discourse and higher order thinking skills.

Primary Interdisciplinary Connections: https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/
ELA:
RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other
authors.)
RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.) and
make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific details; provide
an objective summary of the text.
RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the
language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).
RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).
RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetorical
devices to advance that point of view or purpose. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RI.9-10.7. Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and
multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.
RI.9-10.8. Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and reasoning.
RI.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge)
documents of historical and literary significance, (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address,
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of Man and
Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), including how they relate in terms of themes and
significant concepts.
RI.9-10.10. and RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade -, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level
text-complexity above with scaffolding as needed.

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/


RI.11-12.8. Describe and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. and global texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and
the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).
RI.11-12.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge)
documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes and rhetorical features, including primary
source documents relevant to U.S. and/or global history.

W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections
and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia
when useful to aiding comprehension. B. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic. C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. D. Use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. E. Establish and maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that
supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).
W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new
approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared writing
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly
and dynamically.
W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively. A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g.
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment
criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. C. Propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate
others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. D. Respond thoughtfully to various
perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in
light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any false
reasoning or distorted evidence.
SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.



SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in
presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English.

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. A. Use parallel structure. B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings
and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.
L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related
independent clauses. B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. C. Spell correctly.
L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, and to comprehend more
fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an
understanding of the influence of language.
L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase. B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy). C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. D. Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. A.
Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text. B. Analyze
nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Math
HS.N.Q.A.1. Use units as a way to understand problems and to guide the solution of multi-step problems; choose and
interpret units consistently in formulas; choose and interpret the scale and the origin in graphs and data displays.
HS.N.Q.A.2. Define appropriate quantities for the purpose of descriptive modeling.
HS.N.Q.A.3. Choose a level of accuracy appropriate to limitations on measurement when reporting quantities.

Science
HS-ESS3-1. Construct an explanation based on evidence for how the availability of natural resources, occurrence of
natural hazards, and changes in climate have influenced human activity.

Social Studies
6.1.12.A.1.b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected political rights.
6.1.12.B.1.a Explain how geographic variations (e.g., climate, soil conditions, and other natural resources) impacted
economic development in the New World.
6.1.12.C.1.a Explain how economic ideas and the practices of mercantilism and capitalism conflicted during this time
period.
6.1.12.C.1.b Determine the extent to which natural resources, labor systems (i.e., the use of indentured servants,
African slaves, and immigrant labor), and entrepreneurship contributed to economic development in the American
colonies.
6.1.12.A.2.a Assess the importance of the intellectual origins of the Foundational Documents (i.e., Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution, and Bill of Rights) and assess their importance on the spread of democracy around
the world.
6.1.12.D.2.a Analyze contributions and perspectives of African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the
American Revolution.
6.1.12.D.2.d Analyze arguments for new women’s roles and rights, and explain why 18thcentury society limited



women’s aspirations.
6.1.12.D.2.e Determine the impact of African American leaders and institutions in shaping free Black communities in
the North.
6.1.12.A.4.a Analyze the ways in which prevailing attitudes, socioeconomic factors, and government actions (i.e., the
Fugitive Slave Act and Dred Scott Decision) in the North and South (i.e., Secession) led to the Civil War.
6.1.12.A.4.b Analyze how ideas found in key documents (i.e., the Declaration of Independence, the Seneca Falls
Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the Gettysburg Address)
contributed to demanding equality for all.
6.1.12.A.4.c Judge the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments in obtaining citizenship and equality
for African Americans.
6.1.12.D.6.c Analyze the successes and failures of efforts to expand women’s rights, including the work of important
leaders (i.e., Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul, and Lucy Stone) and the eventual ratification of
the 19th Amendment.

6.1.12.D.8.b Assess the impact of artists, writers, and musicians of the 1920s, including the Harlem
Renaissance, on American culture and values.
6.1.12.D.12.d Compare and contrast American public support of the government and military during the Vietnam
War with that of other conflicts.
6.1.12.C.13.a Explain how individuals and organizations used economic measures (e.g., the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, sit downs, etc.) as weapons in the struggle for civil and human rights.
6.1.12.D.13.b Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X during the
Civil Rights Movement, and evaluate their legacies.
6.3.12.D.2 Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and historical perspectives, examining
strategies, and presenting possible actions.

Technology
8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual worlds to discuss a
resolution to a problem or issue.
8.1.12.C.1 Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with peers and experts,
and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online community.
8.1.12.D.5 Analyze the capabilities and limitations of current and emerging technology resources and assess their
potential to address personal, social, lifelong learning, and career needs.
8.1.12.E.1 Produce a position statement about a real world problem by developing a systematic plan of investigation
with peers and experts synthesizing information from multiple sources.

Visual and Performing Arts
1.1.12.B.1 Examine how aspects of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions are
organized and manipulated to establish unity and variety in genres of musical compositions.
1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures throughout history.

Health and Physical Education
2.2.12.D.1 Plan and implement an advocacy strategy to stimulate action on a state, national, or global health issue.
2.1.12.E.1 Predict the short- and long-term consequences of unresolved conflicts.

21st Century Themes and Career Readiness:
21st Century Themes
9.1.12.A.8 Analyze different forms of currency and how currency is used to exchange goods and services.
9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of economic resources to achieve societal
goals and provide individual services.
9.2.12.C.5 Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require knowledge of world languages
and diverse cultures.

Career Ready Practices
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.



CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Learning Targets:  WIDA Standards

English Language Development Standards Essential Action

Standard 1: English language learners communicate for Social and Instructional purposes within the
school setting.
Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Language Arts.
Standard 3: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Mathematics.
Standard 4: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Science.
Standard 5: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Social Studies.

Language Domains Each standard encompasses four language domains that define how ELLs process and
use language: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

Essential Question:
What language do students need in order to
demonstrate comprehension and engage in the
topic of heroic leaders?

What language do students need to participate in
a debate?

What reading and writing skills are necessary to
analyze text, make inferences, and cite evidence?

What reading skills are necessary for students to
conduct research?

What reading skills are necessary for students to
evaluate author’s purpose and perspective and to
parse fact and opinion?

What writing skills are necessary to write
informative and explanatory essays?

What writing skills are necessary to compose a
speech?

Enduring Understandings/Big Ideas:
● Listening, speaking, reading and writing about

heroic leaders requires specific academic
language.

● Listening requires giving deliberate attention
to speakers in order to build on their ideas and
respond to their questions.

● Speaking requires the ability to present
information in a logical manner, to pose
questions and to challenge listeners.

● Reading requires the ability to analyze text and
make inferences with evidence.

● Reading requires the ability to evaluate the
author’s purpose and perspective and to parse
fact and opinion.

● Research requires the ability to analyze
primary sources, interpret text, and evaluate
information.

● Informative and explanatory writing requires
comprehension, interpretation, organization,
and proper grammar and mechanics.

● Participating in a debate requires the ability to
justify, defend, and support a position.

● Composing a speech requires imagination,
organization, and proper grammar and

http://www.wida.us/standards/eld.aspx#essentialactions


mechanics.

Learning Outcomes
Aligned with the WIDA Can Do Descriptors and Key Uses of Language Proficiency:

Content Objectives
Students will learn…

Language Objectives
Students will use…

● Describe heroic leaders
● Apply learned vocabulary to describe

topics such as U.S. and World history,
African American history, and women’s
history

● Evaluate author’s purpose and perspective
● Parse fact and opinion
● Compare and contrast informational and

narrative texts
● Analyze text, make inferences and cite

evidence
● Develop a thesis for a speech or debate
● Analyze and evaluate viewpoint, argument

and evidence
● Justify, defend, and support position in a

debate
● Make self to text connections
● Make text to text connections

● Develop oral language by responding to
questions related to stories and topics

● Ask and respond to questions related to
stories and topics

● Identify nonfiction text features
● Evaluate primary sources
● Identify simile, metaphor and rhetorical

devices
● Develop oral language by presenting a speech

or participating in a debate
● Prepare arguments for a debate
● Compose a speech using rhetorical devices,

simile and metaphor
● Ask and answer questions about information

from speakers

● Identify past tense verb forms and use
correctly in sentences

● Explore the different uses of prepositions
● Create sentences with wh- questions

Materials & Resources:
● Biography (student choice)
● https://www.archives.gov/education
● newsela.com
● timeforkids.com

Year A
● What to the Slave is the 4th of July?

Frederick Douglass
● On Being Brought from Africa to America

Phyllis Wheatley
● Gettysburg Address Abraham Lincoln
● Lincoln poem
● An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge

Ambrose Bierce
● Opposing Viewpoints Database (debate)

Year B
● Declaration of Sentiments Seneca Falls

Conference
● Women’s Rights to Suffrage Susan B.

Anthony
● The Story of My Life Helen Keller
● Speech

Vocabulary: heroic leaders, slavery, freedom, civil
rights, suffrage, racism, segregation, assassinate,
biography, memoir, source, fact, opinion, viewpoint,
simile, metaphor, rhetorical devices, purpose,
argument, persuade, thesis, cite evidence, debate,
speech, informative, explanatory, interpet, synthesis,
evaluate, preposition



Year C
● Thank You, M’am Langston Hughes
● I, Too (Sing America) Langston Hughes
● Strange Fruit and Emmett Till
● Where Have You Gone, Charming Billy?

Tim O’Brien
● Tim O’Brien: The Naked Soldier
● The American Promise Lyndon B. Johnson
● Opposing Viewpoints Database (debate)

Year D
● Rosa Rita Dove
● from Rosa Parks Douglas Brinkley
● I Have a Dream Martin Luther King Jr.
● Letter From Birmingham Jail MLK
● Speech

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment:

● Oral Presentation: Students will deliver a
speech. Students will be assessed using
the WIDA Speaking Rubric based on
linguistic complexity, language control,
and vocabulary usage.

● Performance Assessment: Students will
debate a topic. Students will be assessed
using the WIDA Speaking Rubric based on
linguistic complexity, language control,
and vocabulary usage.

● Informative/Explanatory Writing: Students
will prepare for a debate or compose a
speech. Students will be assessed using
the WIDA Writing Rubric based on
linguistic complexity, language control,
and vocabulary usage.

● Quarterly Exam.
Benchmark Assessments

● Speaking/Writing/Reading/Listening Pre
and Post tests (September and May)

● Complete a cold read activity following
content-related topics and respond
through writing based on ELP level using
the WIDA Writing Rubric

Alternative Assessment:
● Listening assessments
● Speaking assessments
● Answer questions orally
● Retell a story orally
● Rehearsed skits
● Read aloud

Formative Assessment:
● Can Do Profile Sheets
● Questioning Techniques: Provide students with

question stems (sentence starters) to use to
form questions; students can use these in a
turn-and-talk or think-pair-share; teacher can
use a rubric to evaluate students’ use of the
stems provided

● Class discussions
● Center monitoring
●  Observations: Observe students use of

academic language and sentence structure
●  Skill Checklist: Language Domains
● Anecdotal notes
●  Conferencing: Use speaking/writing rubric.
● Language Logs/Journals/Interactive Notebook
●  Graphic organizers: concept map, KWL chart,

Frayer Model, story map, main idea/details
chart, flow diagram, character map, Venn
Diagram

●  Goal chart/Checklist
●  Exit/Admit Tickets
● Self Evaluation



● Portfolio assessment
● Language log and journal entries
● Gallery Walk
● Student choice

Performance Tasks/Use of Technology:
Google Suite Applications, Student video
presentations, FlipGrid Presentations and video
responses, EdPuzzle.com - edited movies with
questions marked, Video comic strips,
Kahoot.com, Quizlet.com, Busuu.com,
duolingo.com, Readtheory.com, Peardeck.com,
QR Code activities, BrainPop

Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, 504, At Risk, Gifted and Talented)

Special Education Students
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Utilize graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for reading and increase comprehension
● Assign peer tutor
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Seating arrangements to enhance teacher-student and student-student interactions and instruction

504 Students
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Utilize graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for reading and increase comprehension
● Assign peer tutor
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Seating arrangements to enhance teacher-student and student-student interactions and instruction

Gifted and Talented
● Extension activities
● Opportunities for Critical Thinking
● Problem Solving/Design Challenges
● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities



● Student Driven Activities
● Group Projects
● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bmpX28eZPAdSGhuPV7lRNPpm5pFH-6eoEu0gQe-z930/edit?usp=sharing

● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Use visual representations
● Allow use of first language
● Peer tutoring/partner work
● Repeated directions
● Limit number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure
●       Cooperative Learning groups
●       Multiple intelligences to meet all types of learners
●       Review and make necessary IEP modifications/504 plan
●       Whiteboards
●       TPR
●       Flexible Grouping
●       Graphic Organizer
●       Desk-Side Conferencing
●       Personal Agendas
●       Think/Pair Share
●       Open-Ended Activities
●       Games
●       Multiple Level Questions
●       Alternative Assessment
●       Flashcards
●       Listening Comprehension
●       Rubrics

Toms River Regional Schools

English as a Second Language Curriculum

Grade Level  Cluster: Grade 9-12

Unit 4 Topic :  Environmental and Societal Conflicts                                                    Pacing:  45 days

Unit Focus: The unit will develop language and content about the environment and society in conflict, so
that students can effectively communicate ideas and information with peers using academic language and
content-related vocabulary. The unit provides ample opportunities for students to engage in higher order
thinking and to practice language. Language development is defined through the three performance
criteria of linguistic complexity, vocabulary usage and language forms and conventions across the four
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language domains. The unit demonstrates how to integrate these domains with NJSLS and WIDA ELD
standards for English language learners.  Students are exposed to a variety of materials that offer them
opportunities to tap into prior knowledge or build requisite background knowledge so they may engage
with the various texts in the unit. Through the use of authentic literature students will be exposed to
different kinds of texts.  The different lessons and activities will expose students to literature, informational
text and technology as required in the NJSLS in order for students to use the four domains of listening,
speaking, reading and writing. The teacher scaffolds language so students can engage in discourse and
higher order thinking skills.

Primary Interdisciplinary Connections: https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/
ELA:
RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the
United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.
RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is
emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of
Icarus).
RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge)
how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or
topic from mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
RL.9-10.10. and RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade -, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text
from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.) and
make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific details; provide
an objective summary of the text.
RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
RI.9-10.7. Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and
multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.
RI.9-10.8. Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and reasoning.
RI.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge)
documents of historical and literary significance, (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address,
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of Man and
Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), including how they relate in terms of themes and
significant concepts.

W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections
and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia
when useful to aiding comprehension. B. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic. C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create
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cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. D. Use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. E. Establish and maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that
supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, wellchosen
details, and well-structured event sequences. A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a
smooth progression of experiences or events. B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description,
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. C. Use a variety of techniques
to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. D. Use precise words and phrases,
telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course
of the narrative.

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new
approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared writing
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly
and dynamically.
W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).
W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
A. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on and
transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid
mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”).
B. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to nonfiction informational e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning”).
W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively. A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas. B. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic
discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed rubrics), and establish
individual roles as needed. C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives;
synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and
determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.



SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance,
premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in
presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and is sometimes
contested.
L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. A. Observe hyphenation conventions. B. Spell correctly. Knowledge of Language
L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. A. Vary syntax for
effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts.
L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase. B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. D. Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. A.
Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. B. Analyze nuances
in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Math
2.MD.A.1.Measure the length of an object by selecting and using appropriate tools such as rulers, yardsticks, meter
sticks, and measuring tapes.
7.G.A.1. Solve problems involving scale drawings of geometric figures, including computing actual lengths and areas
from a scale drawing and reproducing a scale drawing at a different scale.
7.EE.B.3. Solve multi-step real-life and mathematical problems posed with positive and negative rational numbers in
any form (whole numbers, fractions, and decimals), using tools strategically. Apply properties of operations to
calculate with numbers in any form; convert between forms as appropriate; and assess the reasonableness of
answers using mental computation and estimation strategies.
7.SP.A.1. Understand that statistics can be used to gain information about a population by examining a sample of the
population; generalizations about a population from a sample are valid only if the sample is representative of that
population. Understand that random sampling tends to produce representative samples and support valid
inferences.
7.SP.A.2. Use data from a random sample to draw inferences about a population with an unknown characteristic of
interest. Generate multiple samples (or simulated samples) of the same size to gauge the variation in estimates or
predictions.

Math
HS.N.Q.A.1. Use units as a way to understand problems and to guide the solution of multi-step problems; choose and



interpret units consistently in formulas; choose and interpret the scale and the origin in graphs and data displays.
HS.N.Q.A.2. Define appropriate quantities for the purpose of descriptive modeling.
HS.N.Q.A.3. Choose a level of accuracy appropriate to limitations on measurement when reporting quantities.

Science
HS-ESS1-3. Communicate scientific ideas about the way stars, over their life cycle, produce elements.
HS-ESS2-1. Develop a model to illustrate how Earth’s internal and surface processes operate at different spatial and
temporal scales to form continental and ocean-floor features.
HS-ESS3-1. Construct an explanation based on evidence for how the availability of natural resources, occurrence of
natural hazards, and changes in climate have influenced human activity.

Social Studies
6.1.12.D.8.b Assess the impact of artists, writers, and musicians of the 1920s, including the Harlem Renaissance, on
American culture and values.
6.1.12.B.9.a Determine how agricultural practices, overproduction, and the Dust Bowl intensified the worsening
economic situation during the Great Depression.
6.1.12.D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during
the Holocaust.
6.1.12.A.15.c Evaluate the role of diplomacy in developing peaceful relations, alliances, and global agreements with
other nations.
6.1.12.D.15.b Compare the perspectives of other nations and the United States regarding United States foreign
policy.
6.1.12.A.16.a Examine the impact of media and technology on political and social issues in a global society.
6.1.12.D.16.b Explain how and why technology is transforming access to education and educational practices
worldwide.
6.2.12.D.4.k Assess the cultural impact of World War I, the Great Depression, and World War II by analyzing the
values and social ideas in the arts.
6.2.12.D.3.b Explain how industrialization and urbanization affected class structure, family life, the daily lives of men,
women, and children, and the environment.

Technology
8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual worlds to discuss a
resolution to a problem or issue.
8.1.12.C.1 Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with peers and experts,
and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online community.
8.1.12.D.5 Analyze the capabilities and limitations of current and emerging technology resources and assess their
potential to address personal, social, lifelong learning, and career needs.
8.1.12.E.1 Produce a position statement about a real world problem by developing a systematic plan of investigation
with peers and experts synthesizing information from multiple sources.

Visual and Performing Arts
1.1.12.B.1 Examine how aspects of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions are
organized and manipulated to establish unity and variety in genres of musical compositions.
1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures throughout history.

Health and Physical Education
2.1.12.E.1 Predict the short- and long-term consequences of unresolved conflicts.



21st Century Themes and Career Readiness:
21st Century Themes
9.1.12.A.8 Analyze different forms of currency and how currency is used to exchange goods and services.
9.2.12.C.5 Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require knowledge of world languages
and diverse cultures.

Career Ready Practices
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Learning Targets:  WIDA Standards

English Language Development Standards Essential Action

Standard 1: English language learners communicate for Social and Instructional purposes within the
school setting.
Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Language Arts.
Standard 3: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Mathematics.
Standard 4: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Science.
Standard 5: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for
academic success in the content area of Social Studies.

Language Domains Each standard encompasses four language domains that define how ELLs process and
use language: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

Essential Question:
What language do students need in order to
demonstrate comprehension and engage in the
topic of environmental and societal conflicts?

What language do students need in order to
demonstrate comprehension and engage in the
topics of society and class, U.S. and world history,
and the natural environment?

What reading skills are necessary for students to
identify cause and effect connections?

What reading skills are necessary for students to
conduct research?

What reading and writing skills are necessary to
analyze text, draw conclusions and cite evidence?

What reading and writing skills are necessary to
analyze text, draw conclusions, and cite evidence?

Enduring Understandings/Big Ideas:
● Listening, speaking, reading and writing about

the investigation and discovery requires
specific academic language.

● Listening requires giving deliberate attention
to speakers in order to build on their ideas and
respond to their questions.

● Speaking requires the ability to present
information in a logical manner, to pose
questions and to challenge listeners.

● Reading requires the ability to identify cause
and effect connections.

● Reading requires the ability to analyze text and
draw conclusions with evidence.

● Research requires the ability to analyze
primary sources, interpret text, and evaluate
information.

● Writing a research paper requires
comprehension, synthesis, organization, and
proper grammar and mechanics.

http://www.wida.us/standards/eld.aspx#essentialactions


What writing skills are necessary to write a
research paper?

Learning Outcomes
Aligned with the WIDA Can Do Descriptors and Key Uses of Language Proficiency:

Content Objectives
Students will learn…

Language Objectives
Students will use…

● Describe environmental and societal
conflicts

● Apply learned vocabulary to describe
topics such as society and class, U.S. and
world history, and the natural
environment

● Identify cause and effect connections
● Draw conclusions and cite evidence
● Develop a thesis for a research project
● Select and analyze sources
● Create a research project
● Make self to text connections
● Make text to text connections

● Develop oral language by responding to
questions related to stories and topics

● Ask and respond to questions related to
stories and topics

● Develop oral language by presenting a
research project

● Ask and answer questions about information
from speakers

● Identify nonfiction text features
● Evaluate primary sources
● Classify personification and hyperbole
● Write an informative/explanatory essay
● Identify conjunctions and use correctly in

sentences
● Create sentences that are compound and

complex
● Identify interjections
● Create sentences using command form

Materials & Resources:
● Realistic/Historical fiction (student choice)
● Science Fiction/Fantasy (student choice)
● Myth/Folktale/Legend
● kids.nationalgeographic.com

Year A
● Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck
● Huckleberry Finn Mark Twain
● U.S. State research and presentation
● The Last of the Mohicans James F. Cooper
● Jabberwocky Lewis Carroll

Year B
● Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry Mildred D. Taylor

● I am Malala Malala Yousafzai
● Anne Frank (play)/Life is Beautiful
● Crane Wife The Decemberists

Year C
● The Outsiders S.E. Hinton
● Refugee Alann Gratz
● World Geography research and presentation
● The Odyssey Homer
● Demeter’s Prayer to Hades Rita Dove

Vocabulary: environment, society, class, peril, conflict,
natural disasters, geography, country, state,
astronomy, explorers, research, myth, folktale, legend,
fantasy, cause, effect, personification, hyperbole,
conjunction, compound, complex



Year D
● To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee
● Night Elie Wiesel
● Hope, Despair and Memory Elie Wiesel
● Refugee Boy (play) Benjamin Zephaniah
● Hazards of Love The Decemberists

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment:

● Oral presentation: Students will analyze
information for research and complete a
research project. Students will be assessed
using the WIDA Speaking Rubric based on
linguistic complexity, language control,
and vocabulary usage.

● Informative/Explanatory Writing: Students
will synthesize information for research
and complete a research project. Students
will be assessed using the WIDA Writing
Rubric based on linguistic complexity,
language control, and vocabulary usage.

● Narrative Writing: Students will write an
alternative ending to the story or students
will write the story from an alternative
perspective. Students will be assessed
using the WIDA Writing Rubric based on
linguistic complexity, language control,
and vocabulary usage.

Benchmark Assessments
● Speaking/Writing/Reading/Listening Pre

and Post tests (September and May)
● Complete a cold read activity following

content-related topics and respond
through writing based on ELP level using
the WIDA Writing Rubric

Alternative Assessment:
● Listening assessments
● Speaking assessments
● Answer questions orally
● Retell a story orally
● Rehearsed skits
● Read aloud
● Portfolio assessment
● Language log and journal entries
● Gallery Walk
● Student choice

Performance Tasks/Use of Technology:
Google Suite Applications, Student video

Formative Assessment:
● Can Do Profile Sheets
● Questioning Techniques: Provide students with

question stems (sentence starters) to use to
form questions; students can use these in a
turn-and-talk or think-pair-share; teacher can
use a rubric to evaluate students’ use of the
stems provided

● Class discussions
● Center monitoring
●  Observations: Observe students use of

academic language and sentence structure
●  Skill Checklist: Language Domains
● Anecdotal notes
●  Conferencing: Use speaking/writing rubric.
● Language Logs/Journals/Interactive Notebook
●  Graphic organizers: concept map, KWL chart,

Frayer Model, story map, main idea/details
chart, flow diagram, character map, Venn
Diagram

●  Goal chart/Checklist
●  Exit/Admit Tickets
● Self Evaluation



presentations, FlipGrid Presentations and video
responses, EdPuzzle.com - edited movies with
questions marked, Video comic strips,
Kahoot.com, Quizlet.com, Busuu.com,
duolingo.com, Readtheory.com, Peardeck.com,
QR Code activities, BrainPop

Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, 504, At Risk, Gifted and Talented)

Special Education Students
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Utilize graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for reading and increase comprehension
● Assign peer tutor
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Seating arrangements to enhance teacher-student and student-student interactions and instruction

504 Students
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Utilize graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for reading and increase comprehension
● Assign peer tutor
● Provide clear and specific directions
● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Seating arrangements to enhance teacher-student and student-student interactions and instruction

Gifted and Talented
● Extension activities
● Opportunities for Critical Thinking
● Problem Solving/Design Challenges
● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities
● Student Driven Activities
● Group Projects
● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bmpX28eZPAdSGhuPV7lRNPpm5pFH-6eoEu0gQe-z930/edit?usp=sharing

● Provide clear and specific directions
● Allow for alternate forms of responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge

when you are not specifically assessing writing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bmpX28eZPAdSGhuPV7lRNPpm5pFH-6eoEu0gQe-z930/edit?usp=sharing


● Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to preview material and increase comprehension
● Provide extended time
● Simplify written and verbal instructions
● Allow the use of an online dictionary to look up the definition and hear the pronunciation of unknown words
● Use visual representations
● Allow use of first language
● Peer tutoring/partner work
● Repeated directions
● Limit number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure
●       Cooperative Learning groups
●       Multiple intelligences to meet all types of learners
●       Review and make necessary IEP modifications/504 plan
●       Whiteboards
●       TPR
●       Flexible Grouping
●       Graphic Organizer
●       Desk-Side Conferencing
●       Personal Agendas
●       Think/Pair Share
●       Open-Ended Activities
●       Games
●       Multiple Level Questions
●       Alternative Assessment
●       Flashcards
●       Listening Comprehension
●       Rubrics


