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Philosophy, Mission and Vision

Philosophy:
We foster a love of literature through close reading that encourages all students to read, write, speak, listen
and think critically.  The function of the study of literature in the Toms River high schools is to help create
better human beings who understand the relevance of literature to our lives and to connect students to our
humanity so that they may become more empathetic human beings who are connected to their communities.

Vision:
Our instruction goes beyond the text and aligns literature with all the other disciplines.  Students go beyond
simply reading a text and are able to analyze literature through a variety of literary lenses (including literary
criticism and reader response theory).  Students become confident, and ethical readers, writers, speakers and
listeners who achieve at their highest potential.

Mission:
...to instill in ALL students a desire to read and an understanding of the importance of literature, to instill in
 ALL students the necessary skills for success and the understanding of their worth, to instill in  All students
an understanding of the value of  all human lives and a respect for differences, through safe, intellectually
rigorous spaces that cultivate a mindset that questions everything, and develops a curiosity about the world.

Course description and/or program overview: The Toms River Regional High School’s English department
is designed to encourage all students to reach their fullest potential in their English classes.  We hope to develop
all students in their ability to read, write, think, speak and listen critically, not just in English class but in life.
Our courses focus on developing a love of reading in our students and their own authentic voice in their writing.
We also work to develop information literacy so our students are able to navigate the constant influx of news
and information in their daily lives.  Courses approach all students as researchers and research opportunities are
woven into all units of study.  Finally, we foster the mindset that research is something we pursue regularly in
every course of study.  Students are given the opportunity for regular independent reading, journaling in their
reader’s and writer’s notebook, as well as talking about texts with their teachers and peers.  Students read
regularly and deeply across all genres so that they can achieve the highest levels of fluency, stamina and
comprehension in their reading.  All of our English classrooms with redesigned curricula have in-class libraries
to support growing our students as readers and communicators.  Our courses use a common language for close
reading, which is developed over the course of their experience in our program.  We offer Advanced Honors,
Honors,  and CP levels in grade 10 English.



UNITS PACING GUIDE

Unit 1: The Meaning of Morality 45 days

Unit 2: Fighting for Freedom 45 days

Unit 3: The Language of Love 45 days

Unit 4: The Search for Identity 45 days



Unit 1:  The Meaning of Morality
A Study in Gender, Class, and the Struggle For Power as it relates to Ancient Greeks,

Puritanical Beliefs and Modern Global Conflicts
“When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes powerful.” Malala Yousefzai

Unit Summary:
Merriam-Webster defines morality as “beliefs about what is right behavior and what is wrong behavior; the
degree to which something is right and good.”  However, we find evidence of immoral behavior throughout
history.  This is particularly important when the discussion is about gender and class inequality.  Is it human
nature to fight to become more powerful and to achieve equality when inequality exists? To what end will a
person fight in order to achieve this equity? Inequality leads to acts of injustice and violence.  Nelson
Mandela said, “We must work together to ensure the equitable distribution of wealth, opportunity, and power
in our society.” Gender and class inequality have been the focus of a great deal of study throughout literature
both past and present. In order to take action against inequality, we must examine diverse perspectives,
discuss them, and apply them using moral principles found in the literature we study. In this unit, we will
examine the connection between morality and inequality, discover how this influences gender and class
relations, as well as uncover how these actions affect the global world and society as a whole.

Enduring Understandings:
Characters in text become a vehicle of understanding in the relationship between morality, class, gender, and
power.
Reading various types of literary works allows students to gain a deeper understanding of diverse
perspectives.
The reading of literature offers valuable insights to individual systems of morality and that of society.
The struggle of morality is a universal and enduring pursuit.

Essential Questions:
What is the relationship between morality, class, gender, and power?
Is morality based on a universal understanding, or is morality based on the expectations of a culture?
What happens when an individual’s personal system of morality comes into conflict with society’s definition
of morality?
Why is the combination of power and ambition possibly dangerous when examined in the context of gender
and class?
What happens when a typically powerless group is given power?



Standards

Unit Plan 1 Grade 10

Unit 1 Reading Standards Unit 1 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong
and thorough textual
evidence and make
relevant connections to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferentially,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

RI.9-10.1. Accurately
cite strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g.,
via discussion, written
response, etc.) and make
relevant connections, to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferentially,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

· Make personal connections, make connection to
other texts, and or/make global connections where
relevant
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how they contribute to the meaning
· Identify explicit  and implicit textual evidence
· Distinguish the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Distinguish text that provides strong support from
unsupported, uncertain or insufficient text

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from the
text
· Use direct quotes, paraphrase and summarize
objectively

RL.9-10.2. Determine a
theme or central idea of a
text and analyze in detail
its development over the
course of the text,
including how it emerges
and is shaped and refined
by specific details, and
provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.9-10.2. Determine a
central idea of a text and
analyze how it is
developed and refined
by specific details;
provide an objective
summary of the text.

· Provide an objective summary of the text
· Evaluate a theme and central idea
· Analyze how details develop the theme/central idea
· Make inferences using implicit and explicit textual
evidence
· Use the text to draw conclusions about the
theme/central idea
· Formulate an objective (free of personal bias)
summary of the text
· Determine how the theme/central idea emerges and
is refined or strengthened through key details

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how
complex characters (e.g.,
those with multiple or
conflicting motivations)
develop over the course
of a text, interact with

RI.9-10.3. Analyze how
the author unfolds an
analysis or series of
ideas or events,
including the order in
which the points are

RL.9-10.3:
· Use strong textual support to demonstrate deeper
understanding of characterization
· Evaluate multiple/conflicting character motivations
through analysis of character dialog and actions
· Analyze character interactions as they develop plot



other characters, and
advance the plot or
develop the theme.

made, how they are
introduced and
developed, and the
connections that are
drawn between them.

· Evaluate simple and complex relationships and/or
events and the effects on plot development

RI.9-10.3:

· Understand the relationship between a series of
ideas or events that are connected
· Use strong textual support to demonstrate deeper
understanding of how a series of ideas or events are
connected and contribute to meaning
· Analyze how the author presents the ideas or events
and how the ideas are introduced, sequenced, and
developed to contribute to the overall purpose of the text
· Identify and analyze word choice  that comprise a
series of events or ideas and how these key words
advance the tension or events

RL.9-10.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in the text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the
language evokes a sense
of time and place; how it
sets a formal or informal
tone).

RI.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used
in a text, including
figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the
language of a court
opinion differs from that
of a newspaper).

· Identify key words and  evaluate figurative meaning
· Identify key words and evaluate connotative
meaning
· Critically examine how word choice impacts
meaning
· Critically examine how word choice impacts tone
· Evaluate cumulative impact of word choice
· Critically examine formal vs. informal tone

RL.9-10.6. Analyze a
particular point of view
or cultural experience
reflected in a work of
literature from outside
the United States,
drawing on a wide
reading of world
literature.

RI.9-10.6. Determine an
author's point of view or
purpose in a text and
analyze how an author
uses rhetorical devices to
advance that point of
view or purpose.

RL.9-10.6:
· Critically evaluate a particular point of view or
cultural experience reflected in a text from outside the
United States
· Evaluate multiple texts from world literature to
analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience
reflected in a text

RI.9-10.6:
· Critically examine the author’s overall purpose
· Evaluate how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose

Unit 1 Writing Standards Unit 1 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective

· Develop a strong formal style appropriate for the
task
· Maintain a tone that is free of bias
· Integrate multimedia when appropriate and effective



selection, organization, and analysis of content.
W.9-10.2.A. Introduce a topic; organize
complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and
distinctions; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
W.9-10.2.B. Develop the topic with
well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience's
knowledge of the topic.
W.9-10.2.C. Use appropriate and varied
transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
W.9-10.2.D. Use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.
W.9-10.2.E. Establish and maintain a style
and tone appropriate to the audience and
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for
academic writing) while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in
which they are writing.
W.9-10.2.F. Provide a concluding paragraph
or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented
(e.g., articulating implications or the
significance of the topic).

· Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions, details,
and quotes
· Use sources that are appropriate to task, audience,
and purpose
· Choose precise words and domain-specific
vocabulary
· Introduce a topic arranging ideas, concepts, and
information to show interrelationships
· Format effectively
· Develop a topic
· Organize graphics
· Provide multimedia when useful
· Use transitions to link together the major sections of
the text
· Write a concluding paragraph or section that
supports the information presented
· Choose a formal style and objective tone

· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task
· Incorporate facts, definitions, details, quotations and
other information as needed

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· Identify writing task type and its organizational
structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.

· Develop and use appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience

W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, publish, and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of
technology’s capacity to link to other information and
to display information flexibly and dynamically.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Choose and evaluate various platforms
· Link and cite multiple sources
· Use various technological platforms to create and
evaluate shared writing products



W.9-10.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions when
appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information

W.9-10.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of
each source in answering the research question;
integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and
following a standard format for citation  (MLA or APA
Style Manuals).

· Gather print and digital information
· Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize quotes within writing to further claims
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA, APA,
etc.)

W.9-10.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
nonfiction informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

W.9-10.9.A. Apply grades 9-10 Reading
standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how
an author draws on and transforms source
material in a specific work [e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from
mythology or the Bible or how a later
author draws on a play by Shakespeare]").

W.9-10.9.B. Apply grades 9-10 Reading
standards to nonfiction informational (e.g.,
"Delineate and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, assessing whether
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient; identify false
statements and fallacious reasoning").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 1 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 1 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills



SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL.9-10.1.A. Come to discussions prepared,
having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of
ideas.
SL.9-10.1.B. Collaborate with peers to set
rules for discussions (e.g. informal
consensus, taking votes on key issues,
presentation of alternate views); develop
clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g.
student developed rubric) and assign
individual roles as needed.
SL.9-10.1.C. Propel conversations by
posing and responding to questions that
relate the current discussion to broader
themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate
others into the discussion; and clarify,
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to
various perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and justify
own views. Make new connections in light
of the evidence and reasoning presented.

· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Collaborate with peers
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions in
a discussion or collaborative activity
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in friendly discussions and
decision-making activities
· Reflect, evaluate and respond to comments made by
peers during discussion
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with
ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each source

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying
any false reasoning or distorted evidence.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if any
of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading.
· Engage as an  active listener and participant
· Use text/source to show fallibility in speaker’s
reasoning

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings and
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.
The content, organization, development, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and concise perspective on a topic
or issue and amass evidence to support that perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in a
style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and logically



· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English. (See
grades 9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific
expectations.)

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English as necessary

Unit 1 Language Standards Unit 1 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

L.9-10.1.A. Use parallel structure.
L.9-10.1.B. Use various types of phrases
(noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses
(independent, dependent; noun, relative,
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and
add variety and interest to writing or
presentations.

· Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.; repeated
grammatical patterns, types of phrases, and types of
clauses) and how to use effectively
· Understand the differences between a phrase and a
clause and how to effectively use
· Identify and use various types of phrases and
clauses
· Vary sentence structure to convey specific meaning
and interest in writing and presentation

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

L.9-10.2.A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a
conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.
L.9-10.2.B. Use a colon to introduce a list or
quotation.
L.9-10.2.C.Spell correctly.

· Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to link two
or more closely related independent clauses
· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation
· Know and use standard English spelling
conventions

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make
effective choices for meaning, or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading, writing,
speaking or listening.

L.9-10.3.A. Vary word choice and sentence
structure to demonstrate an understanding of
the influence of language.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend more
fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and editing
a work

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.

L.9-10.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall

· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words



meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.9-10.4.B. Identify and correctly use
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g.,
analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,
advocacy) and continue to apply knowledge
of Greek and Latin roots and affixes.
L.9-10.4.C. Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., college-level
dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of
a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
L.9-10.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning (
connotation, denotation, word function and position)

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
L.9-10.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.
L.9-10.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning
of words with similar denotations.

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative language
within a text
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of words
with similar definitions (ex. saunter and walk)

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and
listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary
knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words
and domain-specific words into reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
Students will make personal connections, analyze, and draw conclusions about the central themes of gender,
class, and power.
Students will formulate an objective (free of personal bias) summary of the text analyzing  the theme of
oppression and power.
Students will identify and analyze diction that comprise a series of events or ideas and how these keywords
advance the tension or events.
Students will understand analysis through close reading strategies of various works of nonfiction and
contemporary journalistic literature.
Students will be able to understand simple and complex character relationships and interactions.
Students will develop annotation strategies while closely reading texts for literary elements like setting,
characterization motivation, plot development, tone, foreshadowing, and suspense.
Students will review numerous works of poetry using important literary devices (comparisons, point of view,
rhyme, etc.)  as it relates to power and justice. Students will identify key words and evaluate figurative and
connotative meaning.
Students will critically examine how word choice impacts meaning and  tone both formal and informal.
Students will evaluate the cumulative impact of word choice and diction.



Students will be able to properly use direct quotes, paraphrasing, and summarizing to support their ideas.
Students will apply acquired skills to produce a multifaceted  literary analysis that addresses the assigned
topic as a whole unit.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Summer Read:
How to Read Literature Like  A Professor (core) (To
be referenced throughout the year.)
The Glass Castle
In The Time of the Butterflies
And The Mountains Echoed
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan

Texts
Oedipus (background and/or excerpts) in addition to
Antigone (core text)
The Crucible (core text)
A Lesson Before Dying
A Thousand Splendid Suns (may use excerpts only)
The Handmaid’s Tale (may use excerpts only)

Short Stories
Hills Like White Elephants
Lambs To The Slaughter
The Yellow Wallpaper
Everyday Use
Good Country People
The Doll's House - Katherine Mansfield
A Rose For Emily
Blues Ain't No Mockin Bird
Marigolds - Eugenia Collier

Poetry
Half Hanged Mary - Margaret Atwood
To My Dear and Loving Husband - Anne Bradstreet
Upon The Burning Of Our House - Anne Bradstreet
Aunt Jennifer's Tiger
Ozymandias

Nonfiction
I am Malala - Malala Yousafzai
How to Give Orders Like A Man - Deborah Tanner
In Full Bloom - Alice Walker
If Men Could Menstruate- Gloria Steinem
Of Plymouth Plantation - William Bradford

Purdue Owl
Poetry Foundation
The Moth - The Art and Craft of Storytelling
Emma Watson HeforShe 2014 Speech to UN
Malala Inspirational Speech (full version)
To Solve The World's Biggest Problems, Invest In
Women and Girls (TED)
How I Work To Protect Women From Honor Killings
(TED)
I was abused as a child bride and this is what I
learned.-- Samra Zafar (TED)
Definition of Power (TED)
A Saudi Woman Who Dared To Drive (TED)
J.D. Vance: America's Forgotten Working Class
(TED)
Oxbridge Notes: Aristotle's essay on Tragedy
Ancient History Encyclopedia: Sophocles
Elisabeth Moss on The Handmaid's Tale
Lamb To The Slaughter (Summary & Analysis)
Listen: Good Country People
Listen: Lambs To The Slaughter
Thy Arthur Miller Wrote The Crucible (PBS)
What is McCarthyism? And How Did It Happen?
(TED)



Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God Sermon by
Jonathan Edwards
Speech in the Virginia Convention by Patrick Henry

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction
Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

Formative:
Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a minimum of 5 hours per week
outside of school
Reader’s response notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week combined
Students use transactional theory as they read
independently and collaboratively
Students identifying and analyzing personal
connections and themes as they read
Development of themes in relationship to the author's
craft
Research universal moralities as it relates to global
cultures
Development of analysis through the use of: theme,
mood,  dialogue, character, and sequencing

Writing with a focus on strengthening a student's
voice as an author
Implement emotional appeals when writing

Summative: Through a literary analysis of Antigone  ,
The Crucible , and the short stories, or media (TED
talks), or independent reading:

❏ Demonstrate an understanding of the
relationship between morality, class, gender
and power

❏ Demonstrate an understanding of personal
systems of morality and its complexities

❏ Experience empathy and an understanding of
the struggle for equality and power.
❏ Integrate multiple facts from reading and
research
❏ Independently integrate numerous literary

texts in a literary simulation and/or analysis

Benchmark Assessments:
Link It! Diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Common Assessment



English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

Writing Portfolios



Unit 2: Fighting For Freedom
A Study in Fighting Oppression and the Struggle for Freedom comparing Ancient Rome,

America in the Great Depression, and Civil Rights
“The secret to happiness is freedom. . . And the secret to freedom is courage.” Thucydides

Unit Summary: The pursuit of freedom is as crucial to humans now as ever before; it has been said that the
history of liberty, “might be made the central thread of all history.” What freedoms are prized more than
others?  How have different societies sought their freedom?  Is an individual’s freedom inextricably tied to
cultural norms and if so, what is the impact of society’s expectations on individual freedoms? How is
personal, societal and cultural freedom and progress made? A deeper understanding of diverse perspectives
illustrates for readers how the struggle for freedom is a part of the human condition across time and culture.
Nelson Mandela states, “It always seems impossible until it is done,” and characters in literature offer
valuable insights into the determination and degree of these struggles. To examine diverse works of literature
allows us to find a deeper understanding and a way to apply our acquired knowledge.  In this unit, we will
examine the varying pursuits of freedom, the impact of this global pursuit and how it has shaped history and
our lives. We will research which freedoms are most valued, why these pursuits are necessary and how both
big and small acts of courage facilitate these freedoms.  We will combine this information to create a research
simulation task in which you compare texts to discover which approach and methods to overcome persecution
and bring about the most positive outcomes personal, cultural and societal.

Enduring Understandings:
Freedom is a complex state, difficult to define and to  maintain.
Characters and conflicts illustrate the complexity of freedom.
Reading various types of literary works allows students to gain a deeper understanding of diverse
perspectives, and cultures; thus developing their own sense of empathy. The reading of literature offers
valuable insights to living freely with appreciation, respect and honor for others.  The struggle for
freedom is a global and enduring pursuit.

Essential Questions:
What is freedom?
What freedoms do people value most?
Under what circumstances are people willing to sacrifice their freedom?
How do people pursue freedoms and how are they most successful?
How might the pursuit of liberty be a common theme throughout history?



Standards

Unit 2 Grade 10

Unit 2 Reading Standards Unit 2 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and
thorough textual evidence
and make relevant
connections to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as
inferentially, including
determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

RI.9-10.1. Accurately
cite strong and
thorough textual
evidence, (e.g., via
discussion, written
response, etc.) and
make relevant
connections, to support
analysis of what the
text says explicitly as
well as inferentially,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

· Make personal connections, make connection to
other texts, and or/make global connections where
relevant
· Analyze the text for inferred and literal meanings
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how these details contribute to the
meaning of the text
· Identify explicit  and implicit textual evidence
· Distinguish the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Distinguish text that provides strong support from
unsupported, uncertain or insufficient text

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from
the text
· Use direct quotes, paraphrase and summarize
objectively

RL.9-10.2. Determine a
theme or central idea of a
text and analyze in detail its
development over the course
of the text, including how it
emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details,
and provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.9-10.2. Determine a
central idea of a text
and analyze how it is
developed and refined
by specific details;
provide an objective
summary of the text.

· Provide an objective summary of the text
· Evaluate a theme and central idea
· Analyze how details develop the theme/central
idea
· Make inferences using implicit and explicit
details
· Use the text to draw conclusions about the
theme/central idea
· Formulate an objective (free of personal bias)
summary of the text
· Determine how the theme/central idea emerges
and is refined  or strengthened through key details

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how
complex characters (e.g.,
those with multiple or
conflicting motivations)
develop over the course of a
text, interact with other
characters, and advance the

RI.9-10.3. Analyze
how the author unfolds
an analysis or series of
ideas or events,
including the order in
which the points are
made, how they are

RL.9-10.3:
· Use strong textual support to demonstrate deeper
understanding of characterization
· Evaluate multiple/conflicting character
motivations through analysis of character dialog and
actions
· Analyze character interactions as they develop



plot or develop the theme. introduced and
developed, and the
connections that are
drawn between them.

plot
· Evaluate simple and complex relationships and/or
events and the effects on plot development

RI.9-10.3:

· Use strong textual support to demonstrate deeper
understanding of how a series of ideas or events are
connected
· Analyze how the author presents the ideas or
events and how the ideas are introduced, sequenced,
and developed to contribute to the overall purpose of
the text
· Identify and analyze word choice that comprise
of a series of ideas or events and how these key words
advance tension or plot

RL.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone
(e.g., how the language
evokes a sense of time and
place; how it sets a formal or
informal tone).

RI.9-10.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in a text,
including figurative,
connotative, and
technical meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning
and tone (e.g., how the
language of a court
opinion differs from
that of a newspaper).

· Identify key words and evaluate figurative
meaning
· Identify key words and evaluate connotative
meaning
· Critically examine how word choice impacts
meaning
· Critically examine how word choice impacts tone
· Evaluate cumulative impact of word choice
· Critically examine formal vs. informal tone

RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an
author’s choices concerning
how to structure a text, order
events within it (e.g., parallel
plots), and manipulate time
(e.g., pacing, flashbacks)
create specific effects (e.g. as
mystery, tension, or surprise.

RI.9-10.5. Analyze in
detail how an author’s
ideas or claims are
developed and refined
by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger
portions of a text (e.g.,
a section or chapter).

RL.9-10.5:
· Evaluate and critically examine how an author
has chosen to structure a text and order events within
it
· Critically examine  and evaluate how the author’s
choices to structure a text and manipulate time can
create mystery, tension, or surprise for the reader

RI.9-10.5:
· Use strong textual support to analyze how an
author structures the text and develops ideas
· Critically examine and evaluate how the structure
of a text and order of ideas or claims within it affect
the overall purpose of the text and how they are
developed and shaped by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or longer portions of a text



RL.9-10.6. Analyze a
particular point of view or
cultural experience reflected
in a work of literature from
outside the United States,
drawing on a wide reading of
world literature.

RI.9-10.6. Determine
an author's point of
view or purpose in a
text and analyze how
an author uses
rhetorical devices to
advance that point of
view or purpose.

RL.9-10.6:
· Critically evaluate a particular point of view or
cultural experience reflected in a text from outside the
United States
· Evaluate multiple texts from world literature to
analyze a particular point of view or cultural
experience reflected in a text and how culture impacts
that point of view

RI.9-10.6:
· Critically examine the author’s overall purpose
· Evaluate how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose

RI.9-10.7. Analyze
various perspectives as
presented in different
mediums (e.g., a
person's life story in
both print and
multimedia),
determining which
details are emphasized
in each account.

· Evaluate the similarities and differences between
various accounts of a subject are told in multiple
different mediums
· Critically examine how the details emphasized in
each account of a subject told in different mediums
affect the overall message

RI.9-10.8. Describe
and evaluate the
argument and specific
claims in a text,
assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and
the evidence is relevant
and sufficient; identify
false statements and
fallacious reasoning.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning an author uses is
logical/ legitimate and if the evidence that is used is
relevant to the argument or provides enough proof
· Use strong textual support to pinpoint any
statements that are false and judge if any of the
author’s reasoning is misleading
· Evaluate what a reliable source is and what
makes one questionable
· Identify and understand the argument presented
by the author

RI.9-10.9. Analyze and
reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge,
historical/cultural
context, and background
knowledge) documents
of historical and literary
significance, (e.g.,
Washington’s Farewell
Address the Gettysburg
Address, Roosevelt’s
Four Freedoms speech,

· Study and evaluate multiple influential U.S.
documents especially how they deal with similar
themes and concepts



King’s “Letter from
Birmingham Jail”,
Declaration of the
Rights of Man and
Citizen, U.N. Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights, etc.), including
how they relate in terms
of themes and
significant concepts.

Unit 2 Writing Standards Unit 2 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.9-10.1.A. Introduce precise claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization
that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
W.9-10.1.B. Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims avoiding common logical
fallacies, propaganda devices, and using sound
reasoning, supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.
W.9-10.1.C. Use transitions (e.g. words,
phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships between claim(s) and reasons,
between reasons and evidence, and between
claim(s) and counterclaims.
W.9-10.1.D. Establish and maintain a style and
tone appropriate to the audience and purpose
(e.g. formal and objective for academic
writing) while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are
writing.
W.9-10.1.E. Provide a concluding paragraph
or section that supports the argument
presented.

· Use concise and effective language that supports
the organization of the argument
· Associate and correlate claim(s), counterclaim(s),
reasons, and evidence
· Maintain an appropriate style and tone for the
task – omitting personal bias
· Conclude with a paragraph or section that
supports the
· Write argumentative texts that examine and
communicate complex ideas, concepts, or information
clearly and accurately
· Understand how much evidence is needed to
satisfactorily support a point
· Treat claims and counterclaims equitably taking
into account what the audience knows as well as what
concerns they might have
· Develop unity and consistency with words and
structure
· Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes
· Use sources that are appropriate to task,
audience, and purpose
· Choose  precise words and domain-specific
vocabulary
· Introducing a topic arranging ideas, concepts, and
information to show interrelationships
· Format effectively
· Develop a topic
· Organize graphics
· Provide multimedia when useful
· Use transitions to link together the major sections
of the text
· Write a concluding statement that supports the
information presented
· Choose a formal style and objective tone
· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task
· Determine how many facts, definitions, details,
quotations and other information are needed



· Use text evidence to develop analysis and
enhance content of argument

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards
1–3 above.)

· Determine writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience
appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant
for a specific purpose and audience.

· Develop and use appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience

W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s
capacity to link to other information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Choose and evaluate various platforms
· Link and cite multiple sources
· Use various technological platforms to create and
evaluate shared writing products

W.9-10.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research
projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions
when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information

W.9-10.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of
each source in answering the research question; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard
format for citation  (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

· Gather print and digital information
· Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize quotes within writing to further claims
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA,
APA, etc.)

W.9-10.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
nonfiction informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

W.9-10.9.A. Apply grades 9-10 Reading
standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an
author draws on and transforms source
material in a specific work [e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from
mythology or the Bible or how a later author

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection,
and research



draws on a play by Shakespeare]").

W.9-10.9.B. Apply grades 9-10 Reading
standards to nonfiction informational (e.g.,
"Delineate and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant
and sufficient; identify false statements and
fallacious reasoning").

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 2 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 2 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and
Skills

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.

SL.9-10.1.A. Come to discussions prepared,
having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1.B. Collaborate with peers to set
rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus,
taking votes on key issues, presentation of
alternate views); develop clear goals and
assessment criteria (e.g. student developed
rubric) and assign individual roles as needed.
SL.9-10.1.C. Propel conversations by posing
and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger
ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge
ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to various
perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and justify own views.
Make new connections in light of the evidence
and reasoning presented.

· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Collaborate with peers
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions
in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in friendly discussions and
decision-making activities
· Reflect upon, evaluate and respond to comments
made by peers during discussion
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with
ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas



SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning,
and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any false
reasoning or distorted evidence.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if
any of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Engage as an active listener and participant
· Use text/source to show fallibility within the
speaker’s argument

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings and supporting
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and concise perspective on a
topic or issue and amass evidence to support that
perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in
a style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g.,
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Engage audience and enhance their
understanding of  findings, reasoning, and evidence
by incorporating digital media such as textual,
graphical, audio, visual, or interactive elements

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English. (See
grades 9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific
expectations.)

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English as necessary

Unit 2 Language Standards Unit 2 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

L.9-10.1.A. Use parallel structure.
L.9-10.1.B. Use various types of phrases (noun,
verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses
(independent, dependent; noun, relative,
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add
variety and interest to writing or presentations.

· Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.;
repeated grammatical patterns, types of phrases, and
types of clauses) and how to use effectively
· Understand the differences between a phrase and
a clause and how to effectively use
· Identify and use various types of phrases and
clauses
· Vary sentence structure to convey specific
meaning and interest in writing and presentation



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

L.9-10.2.A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a
conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
L.9-10.2.B. Use a colon to introduce a list or
quotation.
L.9-10.2.C.Spell correctly.

· Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to link
two or more closely related independent clauses
· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation
· Know and use standard English spelling
conventions

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices for meaning, or style, and to comprehend more
fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.

L.9-10.3.A. Vary word choice and sentence
structure to demonstrate an understanding of the
influence of language.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend
more fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and
editing a work

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range
of strategies.

L.9-10.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.9-10.4.B. Identify and correctly use patterns
of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze,
analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy) and
continue to apply knowledge of Greek and
Latin roots and affixes.
L.9-10.4.C. Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., college-level
dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word
or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its
part of speech, or its etymology.
L.9-10.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning
in context or in a dictionary).

· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words
· Use context clues to derive word meaning (
connotation, denotation, word function and position)

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative
language within a text
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of
words with similar definitions (ex. saunter and walk)



L.9-10.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
L.9-10.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of
words with similar denotations.

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at
the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension
or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words
and domain-specific words into reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
Students will define freedom using several examples through close reading in order to support inferences.
Students will successfully integrate paired works that illustrate
parallelism through understanding characters and conflicts.  Students
will use rhetorical devices like ethos, pathos, and logos to analyze
original speeches.
Students will use text/sources to show fallibility within the speaker’s argument.
Students will identify and utilize different persuasive techniques when writing an argument such as correlate
claim(s), counterclaim(s), reasons, and evidence.
Students will analyze poetry for the author's use of poetic devices like allusion, symbolism, and
imagery in order to connect to the theme of the search for freedom. Students will utilize digital media
such as textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements.
Students will be able to adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose.
Students will apply acquired MLA formatting knowledge in order to produce an analytical research
simulation task.
Students will draw relevant and reliable information from both primary and secondary sources when
conducting research.
Students will independently integrate numerous literary texts through writing a persuasive/argumentative
research simulation task.
Students will engage an audience and enhance their understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
through the presentation of  a persuasive speech that connects the writing task to contemporary issues.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Texts
Julius Caesar (excerpts) (core text)
A Raisin In The Sun paired with Of Mice and Men
(core text)
Their Eyes Were Watching God

Non-Fiction Text
Savage Inequalities
Nickel and Dimed: on (Not) Getting by in America
(core text, independent read)

Short Stories
Harrison Bergeron by Kurt Vonnegut
The Bet by Anton Chekhov

Purdue Owl
Poetry Foundation
Self/Peer Edit Checklist
Global Oneness Project
The Moth - The Art and Craft of Storytelling
Stirring Up Justice (from Educational Leadership)
Rhetorical Devices
Rhetorical Analysis Tutorial Handout
Persuasive speaking strategies
6 Public speaking tips to hook any audience
Inside The Egyptian Revolution (TED)
Trevor Timm: How Free is Our Freedom Of the
Press? (TED)
Fighting With Nonviolence (TED)



Chee's Daughter by Juanita Platero and Siyowin
Miller

Speeches
The Speech To The Virginia Convention - Patrick
Henry
The Crisis - Thomas Paine
Declaration of Independence
I Have A Dream
I Have Been To The Mountaintop Speech

Three Myths
About
Corruption
(TED) The
Surprising
Truth About
Freedom
(TED)
Shakespeare
Hip Hop :
The Lottery Analysis
Raisin in The Sun and housing discrimination - NY
Times

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●

Formative: Minimum of 45 minutes per week of
independent reading in class and a minimum of 5
hours per week outside of school
Reader’s response notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week combined
Class will open the unit by defining freedom and
continue to develop this definition throughout the
study of the unit

In the varying texts, students will trace the
development of characters/people in relationship to
conflict as it relates to the struggle for freedom
Trace rhetorical devices in key speeches, analyzing
use of persuasive techniques and using them in their
own writing

Development of themes in relationship to the author's
craft
Research oppression and the various struggles for
freedom
Development of analysis through the use of: theme,
mood,  dialogue, character, and sequencing
Writing with a focus on strengthening the author's
voice
Implement emotional appeals when writing.

Summative:
1. Independently integrate numerous literary

texts through writing a
persuasive/argumentative research simulation
task



Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction
Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

and

2. Develop and present a persuasive speech that
connects this writing task to contemporary
issues that:
❏ Demonstrate an understanding of the struggle
for freedom and its complexities
❏ Experience empathy for victims and
survivors of oppression
❏ Integrate multiple facts from reading and
research
❏ Utilize proper MLA documentation with all
cited information

Benchmark Assessments:
Link It! Diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Common Assessment
Writing Portfolios



Unit 3: The Language of Love
Power and Powerlessness: A study of the paradox we call of love

“Medicine, law, business, engineering, these are noble pursuits and necessary to sustain life. But poetry,
beauty, romance, love, these are what we stay alive for." -Dead Poets’ Society by Tom Schulman

Unit Summary: Human behavior is often dictated and influenced by emotion, and one of the most powerful
emotions is love. Love and trust are often inextricably interwoven and are reliant upon each other. Stephen
Chbosky states,  “We accept the love we think we deserve.”  Love exists in many forms and on many levels,
and can lead to ultimate success or utter failure. The power love wields over our lives often controls our
thoughts and actions. Using literature, non-fiction, film,  and drama, we will examine the paradox between
love and trust. Through close reading, analysis, and performance, we will study various aspects of love within
the texts and closely analyze the impact love and trust have on individual happiness.

Enduring Understandings:
Characters in text become a vehicle of different understandings of love and trust.
Reading various types of literary works allows students to gain a deeper understanding of diverse
perspectives in life.
The reading of literature offers valuable insights into how love influences personal behaviors and cultural
norms.
Love is a universal need which exerts tremendous power over human behavior.
Love often creates a paradox in which one struggles to understand and make decisions.

Essential Questions:
What is love?
What are the different types of love?
What is the relationship between love and trust?
How do the many different kinds of love influence our actions?
How does love impair human judgment and rationality?
How does one’s sense of self worth influence his/her ability to love and be loved?



Standards

Unit 3 Grade 10

Unit 3 Reading Standards Unit 3 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and
thorough textual evidence
and make relevant
connections to support
analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferentially, including
determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite
strong and thorough textual
evidence, (e.g., via
discussion, written
response, etc.) and make
relevant connections, to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferentially,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

· Make personal connections, make connection to
other texts, and or/make global connections where
relevant
· Analyze the text for inferred and literal
meanings
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how it contributes to the
meaning of the text
· Identify explicit and implicit textual evidence
· Distinguish the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Distinguish text that provides strong support
from unsupported, uncertain or insufficient text

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from
the text
· Use direct quotes, paraphrase and summarize
objectively

RL.9-10.2. Determine a
theme or central idea of a
text and analyze in detail
its development over the
course of the text,
including how it emerges
and is shaped and refined
by specific details, and
provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.9-10.2. Determine a
central idea of a text and
analyze how it is developed
and refined by specific
details; provide an
objective summary of the
text.

· Provide an objective summary of the text
· Evaluate a theme and central idea
· Analyze how details develop the theme/central
idea
· Make inferences using explicit and implicit text
evidence
· Use the text to draw conclusions about the
theme/central idea
· Formulate an objective (free of personal bias)
summary of the text
· Determine how the theme/central idea emerges
and is refined  or strengthened through key details

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how
complex characters (e.g.,
those with multiple or
conflicting motivations)
develop over the course of
a text, interact with other
characters, and advance

RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the
author unfolds an analysis
or series of ideas or events,
including the order in
which the points are made,
how they are introduced
and developed, and the

RL.9-10.3:
· Use strong textual support to demonstrate
deeper understanding of characterization
· Evaluate multiple/conflicting character
motivations through analysis of character dialog and
actions
· Analyze character interactions as they develop
plot



the plot or develop the
theme.

connections that are drawn
between them.

· Evaluate simple and complex relationships
and/or events and the effects on plot development

RI.9-10.3:

· Use strong textual support to demonstrate
deeper understanding of how a series of ideas or
events are connected
· Analyze how the author presents the ideas or
events and how the ideas are introduced, sequenced,
and developed to contribute to the overall purpose of
the text
· Analyze and evaluate word choice  that
comprise a series of ideas or events and how those
key words advance tension or plot

RL.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
the text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g.,
how the language evokes a
sense of time and place;
how it sets a formal or
informal tone).

RI.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g.,
how the language of a court
opinion differs from that of
a newspaper).

· Evaluate figurative meaning
· Evaluate connotative meaning
· Critically examine how word choice impacts
meaning
· Critically examine how word choice impacts
tone
· Evaluate cumulative impact of word choice
· Critically examine formal vs. informal tone

RL.9-10.5. Analyze how
an author’s choices
concerning how to
structure a text, order
events within it (e.g.,
parallel plots), and
manipulate time (e.g.,
pacing, flashbacks) create
specific effects (e.g. as
mystery, tension, or
surprise.

RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail
how an author’s ideas or
claims are developed and
refined by particular
sentences, paragraphs, or
larger portions of a text
(e.g., a section or chapter).

RL.9-10.5:
· Evaluate and critically examine how an author
has chosen to structure a text and order events
within it
· Critically examine how the author’s choices to
structure a text and manipulate time can create
mystery, tension, or surprise for the reader

RI.9-10.5:
· Use strong textual support to analyze how an
author structures the text and develops ideas
· Critically examine how the structure of a text
and order of ideas or claims within it affect the
overall purpose of the text and how they are
developed and shaped by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or longer portions of a text

RL.9-10.6: Analyze a
particular point of view or
cultural experience
reflected in a work of

RI.9-10.6: Determine an
author's point of view or
purpose in a text and
analyze how an author uses

RL.9-10.6:
· Critically evaluate a particular point of view or
cultural experience reflected in a text from outside
the United States



literature from outside the
United States, drawing on
a wide reading of world
literature.

rhetoric to advance that
point of view or purpose.

· Evaluate multiple texts from world literature to
analyze a particular point of view or cultural
experience reflected in a text and how culture
impacts that point of view

RI.9-10.6:
· Critically examine the author’s overall purpose
· Evaluate how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose

RL.9-10.7. Analyze the
representation of a subject
or a key scene in two
different artistic mediums,
including what is
emphasized or absent in
each work (e.g., Auden's
"Musée des Beaux Arts"
and Breughel's Landscape
with the Fall of Icarus).

· Evaluate the similarities and differences
between various accounts of a subject are told in
multiple different mediums
· Critically examine how the details emphasized
in each account of a subject told in different
mediums affect the overall message

RL.9-10.9. Analyze and
reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge,
historical/cultural context,
and background
knowledge) how an author
draws on and transforms
source material in a
specific work (e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a theme
or topic from mythology
or the Bible or how a later
author draws on a play by
Shakespeare).

· Use strong textual support to analyze when an
author draws on and then transforms source material
(such as a theme or topic) from another text
· Identify allusions
· Compare and contrast use of common
ideas/topics between texts or allusions within texts

Unit 3 Writing Standards Unit 3 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

W.9-10.3.A. Engage and orient the reader by
setting out a problem, situation, or observation,
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view,
and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
create a smooth progression of experiences or
events.
W.9-10.3.B. Use narrative techniques, such as

· Convey experiences, real or imagined
· Use time as the deep structure of the narrative
· Form or structure based on a progression of
events that build upon each other
· Use effective details using precise language
· Create clear point(s) of view established
through a narrator, provide characters, and present a
situation
· Apply narrative techniques including dialogue,
description, and plot in order to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters choosing



dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences,
events, and/or characters.
W.9-10.3.C. Use a variety of techniques to
sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent, complete, and
comprehensive piece.
W.9-10.3.D. Use precise words and phrases,
telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting,
and/or characters.
W.9-10.3.E. Provide a conclusion that follows
from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the
narrative.

words that create vivid pictures
· Provide a conclusion to the events they set out
at the beginning of their narrative

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations
for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· Determine  writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience
appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant
for a specific purpose and audience.

· Develop and use appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose or audience

W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity
to link to other information and to display information
flexibly and dynamically.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Choose and evaluate various platforms
· Link and cite multiple sources
· Use various technological platforms to create
and evaluate shared writing products

W.9-10.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more sustained
research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research
projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions
when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information

W.9-10.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each
source in answering the research question; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format

· Gather print and digital information
· Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize quotes to further claims
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA,



for citation  (MLA or APA Style Manuals). APA, etc.)

W.9-10.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
nonfiction informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

W.9-10.9.A. Apply grades 9-10 Reading
standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an
author draws on and transforms source material
in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats
a theme or topic from mythology or the Bible or
how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]").

W.9-10.9.B. Apply grades 9-10 Reading
standards to nonfiction informational (e.g.,
"Delineate and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant
and sufficient; identify false statements and
fallacious reasoning").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection,
and research

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 3 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 3 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and
Skills

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.

SL.9-10.1.A. Come to discussions prepared,
having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1.B. Collaborate with peers to set rules
for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking
votes on key issues, presentation of alternate
views); develop clear goals and assessment

· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Collaborate with peers
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Establish goals and roles for group members
and adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in friendly discussions and
decision-making activities
· Reflect upon, evaluate and respond to
comments made by peers during discussion
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a



criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and
assign individual roles as needed.
SL.9-10.1.C. Propel conversations by posing
and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or larger
ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas
and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to various
perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and justify own views. Make
new connections in light of the evidence and
reasoning presented.

discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion
or collaborative activity
· Summarize where others agree and disagree
with ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader
ideas

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning,
and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any false
reasoning or distorted evidence.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses
is logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if
any of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading.
· Engage as an  active listener and  participant
· Use text to show fallibility in speaker’s
argument

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings and supporting
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and concise perspective on a
topic or issue and amass evidence to support that
perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation
in a style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual,
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in
presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Engage audience and enhance their
understanding of  findings, reasoning, and evidence
by incorporating digital media such as textual,
graphical, audio, visual, or interactive elements

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English. (See grades
9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command
of formal English as necessary



Unit 3 Language Standards Unit 3 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

L.9-10.1.A. Use parallel structure.
L.9-10.1.B. Use various types of phrases (noun,
verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent,
dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey
specific meanings and add variety and interest to
writing or presentations.

· Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.;
repeated grammatical patterns, types of phrases, and
types of clauses) and how to use effectively
· Understand the differences between a phrase
and a clause and how to effectively use
· Identify and use various types of phrases and
clauses
· Vary sentence structure to convey specific
meaning and interest in writing and presentation

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

L.9-10.2.A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a
conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
L.9-10.2.B. Use a colon to introduce a list or
quotation.
L.9-10.2.C.Spell correctly.

· Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to link
two or more closely related independent clauses
· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation
· Know and use standard English spelling
conventions

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices for meaning, or style, and to comprehend more
fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.

L.9-10.3.A. Vary word choice and sentence
structure to demonstrate an understanding of the
influence of language.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend
more fully when reading, listening, or speaking

· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and
editing a work

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.

L.9-10.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as clue
to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.9-10.4.B. Identify and correctly use patterns of
word changes that indicate different meanings or
parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis,
analytical; advocate, advocacy) and continue to
apply knowledge of Greek and Latin roots and
affixes.
L.9-10.4.C. Consult general and specialized

· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words
· Use context clues to derive word meaning (
connotation, denotation, word function and position)



reference materials (e.g., college-level
dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part
of speech, or its etymology.
L.9-10.4.D. Verify the preliminary determination
of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary).

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
L.9-10.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
L.9-10.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of
words with similar denotations.

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative
language within a text
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of
words with similar definitions (ex. saunter and walk)

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the
college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension
or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic
words and domain-specific words into reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and
career readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
Students will read a variety of core texts from world literature in order to examine the author’s structure and
order of events.
Students will be able to evaluate the similarities and differences between various accounts of a subject in
multiple different mediums.
Students will be able to use time as the deep structure of narrative writing.
Students will be able to use strong textual support to analyze when an author draws on and then transforms
source material (such as a theme or topic) from another text.  Students will critically examine how the
structure of a text and order of ideas or claims within it affect the overall purpose of the text and how they are
developed and shaped by particular sentences, paragraphs, or longer portions of a text.
Students will be able to identify and utilize the technique of allusion to comprehend complex characters,
plots, and themes.
Students will analyze poetry for the author's use of poetic devices like allusion, symbolism, and imagery in
order to connect to the theme of the search for freedom.
Students will apply acquired skills to produce a personal narrative that incorporates dialogue, description, and
plot in order to develop experiences, events, and characters. Students will review numerous works of poetry
using important literary devices (comparisons, point of view, rhyme, etc.)  as it relates to the topic of love.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Text
The Taming of the Shrew/ Othello (core)
Pride and Prejudice or Emma or The Picture of
Dorian Gray (Core)

Lin Manuel Miranda
Love Sonnet
Shakespeare Hip Hop :



The Glass Menagerie/ A Streetcar Named Desire
The Great Gatsby
Our Town
The Picture of Dorian Gray

Short Stories
“Like The Sun”
“Shoofly Pie”

Poetry
“Sonnet 18” - William Shakespeare
“Sonnet 130” - William Shakespeare
“Song of a Second April” - Edna St. Vincent Millay
“What My Lips Have Kissed, and Where and Why” -
Edna St. Vincent Millay
“Dirge Without Millay” - Edna St. Vincent Millay
“How Do I Love Thee” - Elizabeth Barrett Browning
“To You” - Walt Whitman
“The Bridal Veil” - Alice Cary
“Modern Love I” - George Meredith
“Meeting at Night” - Robert Browning
“How Falling in Love is like Owning a Dog” - Taylor
Mali

Non-Fiction
Young Love - Tiffany Sharples
If You Had One Day with Someone
Who's Gone - Mitch Albom
The Last Lecture
Randy Pausch, 47, Dies; His ‘Last Lecture’ Inspired
Many to Live With Wonder

Ted: Shakespearean insults
Shakespeare Summarized: Taming of the Shrew
A Better Way To Talk
About Love (TED)
The Last Lecture
(TED)
power of self love and self esteem (TED)
Inspirational Quotes/Visuals
To Thine Own Self Be True - psychology today
A Streetcar Named Desire Analysis--Katie Bickham
My So Called Life--Our Town final scene with Claire
Danes

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal

Formative:
Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a minimum of 5 hours per week
outside of school
Reader’s response notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week combined
Development of themes in relationship to author’s
craft
Research differing forms of love and its struggles
Development of analysis through the use of: theme,
mood, dialogue, character, and sequencing
Writing with a focus on strengthening author’s voice
Implement emotional appeals when writing

Summative:



instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple

Publish a collection of narrative(s)
and poems that demonstrate:

❏ An understanding of love and
its complexities
❏ Experience empathy for the various struggles for
love
❏ Integrate multiple facts from reading and research
❏ Incorporates dialogue, description, and plot in
order to develop experiences, events, and characters
❏ Use art to add meaning to their narratives and
poems

Benchmark Assessments:
Link It! Diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Common Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternative Assessments:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits
Presentations
I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences



Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension



Unit 4: The Search for Identity
A study of Self Awareness in the context of an Individual’s Connection with Culture, Society, and Nature 

“Never forget what you are, for surely the world will not. Make it your strength. Then it can never be your
weakness.  Armour yourself in it, and it will never be used to hurt you.”

― George R.R. Martin, A Game of Thrones 

Unit Summary: Society influences how we perceive ourselves and others. There can be rewards or
consequences for not adhering to societal expectations. Those who are  trying to understand their identity look
to society and their environmental surroundings to shape their beliefs. Others, however, truly find their
identity through detaching themselves from society. Ralph Ellison states, “When I discover who I am, I’ll be
free.”  Is it better to allow society to influence our identity, or are there other ways in which we can find
ourselves on the periphery? If so, what strategies can be used and how is the individual valued in different
cultures?  Through the reading of texts, we will examine the various dynamics of identity and development of
self. In addition, through the discovery of different cultural and global perspectives, the individual develops
through interactions in the environment, and through internal and external conflicts within society. In this unit
we will examine the connections between man and nature, discover the influences of nature vs. nurture, as
well as the impact man’s identity has on the world in which we live.

Enduring Understandings:
It is human nature to want to “fit in” and be accepted by society/our peers.
Social expectations dictate human behavior.
Those who do not conform to society’s rules, do so at their own peril; they may achieve great success or
immense failure.
It is deeply controversial and difficult to deviate from what is expected in your culture.

Essential Questions:
What is identity?
How is identity influenced by our environment?
What are the rewards or consequences for differing from societal expectations?
How obligated are we to conform to society’s ideals when defining ourselves?
Are rule breakers more valuable to society?
How does the individual impact the world in which we live?
How can we develop individuality within the confines of cultural expectations?



Standards

Unit Plan 4 Grade 10

Unit 4 Reading Standards Unit 4 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong
and thorough textual
evidence and make
relevant connections to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferentially,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

RI.9-10.1. Accurately
cite strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g.,
via discussion, written
response, etc.) and make
relevant connections, to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly
as well as inferentially,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

· Make personal connections, make connection to
other texts, and or/make global connections where
relevant
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how it contributes to meaning of text
· Identify explicit and implicit  textual evidence
· Distinguish the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Distinguish text that provides strong support from
unsupported, uncertain or insufficient text

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from the
text
· Use direct quotes, paraphrase and summarize
objectively
· Analyze text for inferred and literal meanings

RL.9-10.2. Determine a
theme or central idea of a
text and analyze in detail
its development over the
course of the text,
including how it emerges
and is shaped and refined
by specific details, and
provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.9-10.2. Determine a
central idea of a text and
analyze how it is
developed and refined
by specific details;
provide an objective
summary of the text.

· Provide an objective summary of the text
· Evaluate a theme and central idea
· Analyze how details develop the theme/central idea
· Make inferences using implicit and explicit text
evidence
· Use the text to draw conclusions about the
theme/central idea
· Formulate an objective (free of personal bias)
summary of the text
· Determine how the theme/central idea emerges and
is refined or strengthened through key details

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how
complex characters (e.g.,
those with multiple or
conflicting motivations)
develop over the course
of a text, interact with
other characters, and
advance the plot or
develop the theme.

RI.9-10.3. Analyze how
the author unfolds an
analysis or series of
ideas or events,
including the order in
which the points are
made, how they are
introduced and
developed, and the
connections that are

RL.9-10.3:
· Use strong textual support to demonstrate deeper
understanding of characterization
· Evaluate multiple/conflicting character motivations
through analysis of character dialog and actions
· Analyze character interactions as they develop plot
· Evaluate simple and complex relationships and/or
events and the effects on plot development

RI.9-10.3:



drawn between them.
· Use strong textual support to demonstrate deeper
understanding of how a series of ideas or events are
connected
· Analyze how the author presents the ideas or events
and how the ideas are introduced, sequenced, and
developed to contribute to the overall purpose of the text
· Identify and analyze word choice  that comprise a
series of events or ideas and how these key words
advance the tension or plot

RL.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used
in the text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g.,
how the language evokes
a sense of time and place;
how it sets a formal or
informal tone).

RI.9-10.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in a text, including
figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the
language of a court
opinion differs from that
of a newspaper).

· Evaluate figurative meaning
· Evaluate connotative meaning
· Critically examine how word choice impacts
meaning
· Critically examine how word choice impacts tone
· Evaluate cumulative impact of word choice
· Critically examine formal vs. informal tone

RL.9-10.5. Analyze how
an author’s choices
concerning how to
structure a text, order
events within it (e.g.,
parallel plots), and
manipulate time (e.g.,
pacing, flashbacks) create
specific effects (e.g. as
mystery, tension, or
surprise.

RI.9-10.5. Analyze in
detail how an author’s
ideas or claims are
developed and refined
by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger
portions of a text (e.g., a
section or chapter).

RL.9-10.5:
· Evaluate and critically examine how an author has
chosen to structure a text and order events within it
· Critically examine how the author’s choices to
structure a text and manipulate time can create mystery,
tension, or surprise for the reader

RI.9-10.5:
· Use strong textual support to analyze how an author
structures the text and develops ideas
· Critically examine how the structure of a text and
order of ideas or claims within it affect the overall
purpose of the text and how they are developed and
shaped by particular sentences, paragraphs, or longer
portions of a text

RL.9-10.6: Analyze a
particular point of view or
cultural experience
reflected in a work of
literature from outside the
United States, drawing on
a wide reading of world
literature.

RI.9-10.6: Determine an
author's point of view or
purpose in a text and
analyze how an author
uses rhetoric to advance
that point of view or
purpose.

RL.9-10.6:
· Critically evaluate a particular point of view or
cultural experience reflected in a text from outside the
United States
· Evaluate multiple texts from world literature to
analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience
reflected in a text and how culture impacts that point of
view

RI.9-10.6:



· Critically examine the author’s overall purpose
· Evaluate how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose

RL.9-10.9. Analyze and
reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge,
historical/cultural context,
and background
knowledge) how an
author draws on and
transforms source
material in a specific
work (e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a
theme or topic from
mythology or the Bible or
how a later author draws
on a play by
Shakespeare).

RI.9-10.9. Analyze and
reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge,
historical/cultural
context, and background
knowledge) documents
of historical and literary
significance, (e.g.,
Washington’s Farewell
Address the Gettysburg
Address, Roosevelt’s
Four Freedoms speech,
King’s “Letter from
Birmingham Jail”,
Declaration of the
Rights of Man and
Citizen, U.N. Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights, etc.), including
how they relate in terms
of themes and
significant concepts.

RL.9-10.9:
· Use strong textual support to analyze when an
author draws on and then transforms source material
(such as a theme or topic) from another text

RI.9-10.9:
· Study and evaluate influential U.S. documents
· Evaluate the theme and significant concepts as
these are relevant to the historical context and
background knowledge

RL.9-10.10. By the end of
grade 10, read and
comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas,
and poems, at grade level
or above.

RI.9-10.10. By the end
of grade 10, read and
comprehend literary
nonfiction (see
Appendix A) at grade
level text-complexity
(see Appendix A) or
above.

· Closely read various forms of literature
independently and fluently, including stories, dramas,
and poems
· Demonstrate comprehension of various forms of
literary text
· Make connections among ideas and between texts
· Consider a wider range of textual evidence
· Become more sensitive to inconsistencies,
ambiguities, and poor reasoning in texts
· Monitor comprehension
· Determine when comprehension is not occurring,
and subsequently employ appropriate reading and
note-taking strategies and/or ask for help in order to
understand portions of a difficult text



Unit 4 Writing Standards Unit 4 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

W.9-10.2.A. Introduce a topic; organize
complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and
distinctions; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
W.9-10.2.B. Develop the topic with
well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience's
knowledge of the topic.
W.9-10.2.C. Use appropriate and varied
transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
W.9-10.2.D. Use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.
W.9-10.2.E. Establish and maintain a style
and tone appropriate to the audience and
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for
academic writing) while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in
which they are writing.
W.9-10.2.F. Provide a concluding paragraph
or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g.,
articulating implications or the significance
of the topic).

· Develop a strong formal style appropriate for the
task
· Maintain a tone that is free of bias
· Integrate multimedia when appropriate and
effective
· Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes
· Use sources that are appropriate to task, audience,
and purpose
· Choose precise words and domain-specific
vocabulary
· Introduce a topic arranging ideas, concepts, and
information to show interrelationships
· Format effectively
· Develop a topic
· Organize graphics
· Provide multimedia when useful
· Use transitions to link together the major sections
of the text
· Write a concluding paragraph or section that
supports the information presented
· Choose a formal style and objective tone

· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task
· Determine how many facts, definitions, details,
quotations and other information are needed

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards
1–3 above.)

· Determine writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.

· Develop and use  appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience



W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s
capacity to link to other information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Choose and evaluate various platforms
· Link and cite multiple sources
· Use various technological platforms to create and
evaluate shared writing products

W.9-10.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions when
appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information

W.9-10.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of
each source in answering the research question;
integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and
following a standard format for citation  (MLA or APA
Style Manuals).

· Gather print and digital information
· Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize quotes to further claims
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA, APA,
etc.)

W.9-10.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
nonfiction informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

W.9-10.9.A. Apply grades 9-10 Reading
standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how
an author draws on and transforms source
material in a specific work [e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from
mythology or the Bible or how a later author
draws on a play by Shakespeare]").

W.9-10.9.B. Apply grades 9-10 Reading
standards to nonfiction informational (e.g.,
"Delineate and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, assessing whether
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient; identify false
statements and fallacious reasoning").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time



of tasks, purposes, and audiences. frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 4 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 4 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.

SL.9-10.1.A. Come to discussions prepared,
having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1.B. Collaborate with peers to set
rules for discussions (e.g. informal
consensus, taking votes on key issues,
presentation of alternate views); develop
clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g.
student developed rubric) and assign
individual roles as needed.
SL.9-10.1.C. Propel conversations by posing
and responding to questions that relate the
current discussion to broader themes or
larger ideas; actively incorporate others into
the discussion; and clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to
various perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and justify
own views. Make new connections in light
of the evidence and reasoning presented.

· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Collaborate with peers
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions
in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in friendly discussions and
decision-making activities
· Reflect upon, evaluate and respond to comments
made by peers during discussion
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with
ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each source

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying
any false reasoning or distorted evidence.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if any
of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Move from passive listener to active participant
· Use text/source to show fallibility in speaker’s
reasoning



SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings and supporting
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and concise perspective on a
topic or issue and amass evidence to support that
perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in a
style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g.,
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Engage audience and enhance their understanding
of findings, reasoning, and evidence by incorporating
digital media such as textual, graphical, audio, visual, or
interactive elements.

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English. (See
grades 9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific
expectations.)

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English as necessary

Unit 4 Language Standards Unit 4 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

L.9-10.1.A. Use parallel structure.
L.9-10.1.B. Use various types of phrases
(noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses
(independent, dependent; noun, relative,
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and
add variety and interest to writing or
presentations.

· Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.; repeated
grammatical patterns, types of phrases, and types of
clauses) and how to use effectively
· Understand the differences between a phrase and a
clause and how to effectively use
· Identify and use various types of phrases and
clauses
· Vary sentence structure to convey specific meaning
and interest in writing and presentation

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

L.9-10.2.A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a
conjunctive adverb) to link two or more
closely related independent clauses.
L.9-10.2.B. Use a colon to introduce a list or
quotation.
L.9-10.2.C.Spell correctly.

· Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to link two
or more closely related independent clauses
· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation
· Know and use standard English spelling
conventions

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make
effective choices for meaning, or style, and to

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations



comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking
or listening.

L.9-10.3.A. Vary word choice and sentence
structure to demonstrate an understanding of
the influence of language.

· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend more
fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and editing
a work

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.

L.9-10.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.9-10.4.B. Identify and correctly use
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g.,
analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,
advocacy) and continue to apply knowledge
of Greek and Latin roots and affixes.
L.9-10.4.C. Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., college-level
dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of
a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
L.9-10.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words
· Use context clues to derive word meaning (
connotation, denotation, word position and function)

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
L.9-10.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
euphemism, oxymoron) in context and
analyze their role in the text.
L.9-10.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning
of words with similar denotations.

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative language
within a text
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of words
with similar definitions (ex. saunter and walk)

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and
listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary
knowledge when considering a word or phrase

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words
and domain-specific words into reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level



important to comprehension or expression.

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology

Unit Objectives:
Students will study and evaluate influential U.S. documents.



Students will study/analyze both fiction and non-fiction (documentary) examples of people who chose to
avoid/spurn societal expectations.
Students will evaluate the theme and significant concepts as these are relevant to the historical context and
background knowledge.
Students will annotate texts for literary elements like point of view conflict, setting, characterization, tone,
and suspense.
Students will review the literature themes and apply these ideas to contemporary global issues through
Socratic and literary circle discussions.
Students will analyze rhetorical devices that advance the plot such as Ethos, Pathos, and Logos through the
variety of mediums offered in this unit’s curriculum.
Students will become more sensitive to inconsistencies, ambiguities, and poor reasoning in texts.
Students will participate in a PBL and be able to create a strong product of their choosing that demonstrates
their knowledge of self identity.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Text
Into The Wild
Walden (excerpts)
Dawn
A Farewell To Manzanar
A Separate Peace
Death of Salesman

Documentary
“Grizzly Man” Werner Herzog, Director

Short Stories
“Babycakes” by Neil Gaiman (Graphic novel format)
“Desiree's Baby” by Kate Chopin
“All Sum mer in a Day” by Ray Bradbury
“A&P” by John Updike
“The Interlopers”
“An Occurrence At Owl Creek Bridge”
“The Devil and Tom Walker” by Washington Irving

Poetry
“The Name” (Billy Collins)
“Song Of Myself” (Walt Whitman)
“Invictus” (W.E. Henley)
“Still I Rise” (Maya Angelou)
“Piano” (D.H. Lawrence )
“Fifteen” (William Stafford)

Non-Fiction
The Geeks Shall Inherit The Earth

Purdue Owl
Poetry Foundation
Global Oneness Project
The Moth - The Art and Craft of Storytelling
Maya Angelou reading of Still I Rise (youtube visual)
Still I Rise- Maya Angelou (Youtube)
Arthur Miller's essay on Tragedy and the Common
Man
 3 Ways The Brain Creates Meaning (TED)
Create Your Own Identity (Inspirational)
Search and Development of Self (TED)
Pictures of Beautiful Things
Why I'm Done Trying to Be "Man Enough" -- Justin
Baldoni (TED)
Looks Aren't Everything (TED)
To This Day-- Shane Koyczan (TED)
Babycakes by Neil Gaiman (Video)
The Danger of a Single Story by
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
(TED)
Do schools kill creativity? (TED)
Walden from Civil Disobedience by Henry David
Thoreau
Mini-films exploring cultural identity



Body Ritual Among the Nacirema- Horace Miner
A View From The Bridge by Cherokee Paul
McDonald

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension
●Provide extended time ● Simplify written and
verbal instructions ● Seating arrangements to
enhance teacher-student and student-student
interactions and instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction
Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration

Formative:
Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a minimum of 5 hours per week
outside of school
Reader’s response notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week combined
Students identifying and analyzing literary elements
as they read
Development of themes in relationship to author’s
craft
Research the search for identity globally
Development of analysis through the use of: theme,
mood,  dialogue, character, and sequencing
Writing with a focus on strengthening student voice
as an author
Implement emotional appeals when writing

Summative:
Students will participate in a PBL (project based
learning) and be able to create a strong product of
their choosing that:
❏ Demonstrate an understanding of the search
for identity and its complexities.
❏ Experience empathy and understanding.
❏ Integrate multiple facts from reading and
research.

Students will present their PBL in an authentic
context.

Benchmark Assessments:
Link It! Diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Common Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternative Assessments:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits
Presentations



● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences


