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Philosophy, Mission and Vision

Philosophy:
We foster a love of literature through close reading that encourages all students to read, write, speak, listen
and think critically. The function of the study of literature in the Toms River high schools is to help create
better human beings who understand the relevance of literature to our lives and to connect students to our
humanity so that they may become more empathetic human beings who are connected to their communities.

Vision:
Our instruction goes beyond the text and aligns literature with all the other disciplines.  Students go beyond
simply reading a text and are able to analyze literature through a variety of literary lenses (including literary
criticism and reader response theory).
Students become confident, and ethical readers, writers, speakers and listeners who achieve at their highest
potential.

Mission:
...to instill in ALL students a desire to read and an understanding of the importance of literature, to instill in
 ALL students the necessary skills for success and the understanding of their worth, to instill in  All students
an understanding of the value of  all human lives and a respect for differences, through safe, intellectually
rigorous spaces that cultivate a mindset that questions everything, and develops a curiosity about the world.

Course description and/or program overview: The Toms River Regional High School’s English department
is designed to encourage all students to reach their fullest potential in their English classes.  We hope to develop
all students in their ability to read, write, think, speak and listen critically, not just in English class but in life.
Our courses focus on developing a love of reading in our students and their own authentic voice in their writing.
We also work to develop information literacy so our students are able to navigate the constant influx of news
and information in their daily lives.  Courses approach all students as researchers and research opportunities are
woven into all units of study.  Finally, we foster the mindset that research is something we pursue regularly in
every course of study.  Students are given the opportunity for regular independent reading, journaling in their
reader’s and writer’s notebook, as well as talking about texts with their teachers and peers.  Students read
regularly and deeply across all genres so that they can achieve the highest levels of fluency, stamina and
comprehension in their reading.  All of our English classrooms with redesigned curricula have in-class libraries
to support growing our students as readers and communicators.  Our courses use a common language for close
reading, which is developed over the course of their experience in our program.  We offer Advanced Placement,
Honors, CP, and General Studies English courses in grade 11.



UNITS PACING GUIDE

Unit 1: The American Voice in
Literature-The American Hero

45 days

Unit 2: The Individual, Freedom
and the American Dream

45 days

Unit 3: Understanding Community
and Engaging with the World We
Live In

45 days

Unit 4: Goals, Dreams and the
Future

45 days



Unit 1 Overview: The American Voice in Literature / The American Hero
“My fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for

your country” - John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. President

Unit Summary:
From the Beginning of The American Tradition to Post-Modernism and beyond, those who live on this
beautiful land sought to define their experience in a variety of artistic ways. The current American
identity has been forged from a variety of struggles: the origins of and conflicts over Native traditions,
colonization, land expansion, civil war, the pursuit of happiness, religious ideology, dreams of
individuality, freedom, privacy, technological advancement, and more. These topics have been at the
forefront of the American Literary Tradition and they have remained pertinent up to the most recent
developments in our unfolding history. George Washington said to the Boston Selectmen on July 28,
1795, “The Constitution is the guide which I never will abandon.” Since then, there has been an
on-going debate on how the writers of the American Tradition have used their freedom of speech to
help the nation progress -- or even limit that progress -- and what it means to be “American.”

Enduring Understandings:
American identity is not fixed and changes with interpretation of policy and leadership literacy.
American writers have consistently grappled with what it means to be an American citizen.
Changes in political and cultural ideologies have both helped and hurt American expression.
Advancements in technology continue to provide new opportunities
for literacy but may have unexpected and unwanted consequences.
Literacy is the backbone of American identity.

Essential Questions:
What does it mean to be American?
How is the American voice distinct from other literary voices?
How have changing political and cultural ideologies affected the way Americans express themselves?
How have advancements in technology shaped the way Americans engage in literacy and public discourse?
How has literacy -- the ability to read, write, speak, and listen effectively -- helped create the
American Literary Tradition and our ability to understand and participate in the “American” identity?



Standards

Unit 1 Grade 11

Unit 1 Reading Standards Unit 1 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.11.12.1. Cite strong and
thorough textual evidence
and make relevant
connections to support
analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the
text, including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

RI.11-12.1. Accurately
cite strong and
thorough textual
evidence, (e.g., via
discussion, written
response, etc.), to
support analysis of
what the text says
explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from
the text, including
determining where the
text leaves matters
uncertain.

· Make personal connections, connections to other
texts, and/or global/historical connections when
relevant
· Analyze the text and identify explicit and implicit
textual evidence
· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Cite evidence and use  direct quotes, paraphrase,
objectively summarize (free of personal bias)
· Draw inferences using implicit and explicit text
evidence

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from the
text
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how they contribute to the meaning
of the text
· Identify the moments where the author is
inconclusive  or uncertain and allows the reader to draw
conclusions based on textual evidence

RL.11-12.2. Determine two
or more themes or central
ideas of a text and analyze
their development over the
course of the text,
including how they interact
and build on one another to
produce a complex
account, and provide an
objective summary of the
text.

RI.11-12.2. Determine
two or more central
ideas of a text and
analyze their
development and how
they interact to provide
a complex analysis;
provide an objective
summary of the text.

· Determine two or more themes or central ideas in a
text
· Recognize supporting details for themes/central
ideas
· Analyze themes/central ideas as it develops over
the course of the text
· Make inferences through the use of details, word
choice, and literary elements regarding the thematic
development
· Use the text to draw conclusions
· Examine how the interaction of themes/central
ideas create the overall meaning of the text ( and
provides depth and dimension)
· Construct an objective summary of the text

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the
impact of the author’s
choices regarding how to

RI.11-12.3. Analyze a
complex set of ideas or
sequence of events and

RL.11-12.3:
· Identify and analyze the choices made by the
author including the choice of setting, plot organization
and development, characterization and character



develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g.,
where a story is set, how
the action is ordered, how
the characters are
introduced and developed).

explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or
events interact and
develop over the course
of the text.

interaction
· Explain how the order in which each is presented
in the text impacts the overall text
· Analyze those choices as they pertain to the overall
story

RI.11-12.3:
· Identify and analyze the structure and sequence
(chronological, spatial, compare/contrast, etc) of the
text
· Explain why the structure of the text is ordered as
it is
· Explain how the choices of text structure impact
the meaning of the text

RL.11-12.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
the text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone, including words with
multiple meanings or
language that is particularly
fresh, engaging, or
beautiful. (e.g.,
Shakespeare as well as
other authors.)

RI.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in a text, including
figurative, connotative,
and technical
meanings; analyze how
an author uses and
refines the meaning of
a key term or terms
over the course of a
text (e.g., how Madison
defines faction in
Federalist No. 10).

· Assess figurative meaning
· Assess connotative meaning
· Determine and evaluate technical meaning (jargon)
· Identify tone of text
· Explain how word choice creates tone
· Explain how the tone supports the overall meaning
of the text

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case
in which grasping point of
view requires
distinguishing what is
directly stated in a text
from what is really meant
(e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony,
or understatement).

RI.11-12.6. Determine
an author’s point of
view or purpose in a
text in which the
rhetoric is particularly
effective, analyzing
how style and content
contribute to the power,
persuasiveness, or
beauty of the text.

RL.11-12.6:
· Identify and assess the point of view
· Determine what the text literally and figuratively
states
· Determine what the text actually means,
considering satire, sarcasm, irony, and understatement
· Explain the difference between the literal and the
actual meaning as it pertains to the author’s purpose

RI.11-12.6:
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose.
· Focus on both how the text is written and what the
text is about
· Explain how and why the author has made those
rhetorical decisions and how and why that contributes
to the overall effectiveness of the text



Unit 1 Writing Standards Unit 1 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

W.11-12.2.A. Introduce a topic;
organize complex ideas, concepts,
and information so that each new
element builds on that which precedes
it to create a unified whole; include
formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
W.11-12.2.B. Develop the topic
thoroughly by selecting the most
significant and relevant facts, extended
definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.
W.11-12.2.C. Use appropriate and
varied transitions and syntax to link
the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the
relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.
W.11-12.2.D. Use precise language,
domain-specific vocabulary, and
techniques such as metaphor, simile, and
analogy to manage the complexity of the
topic.
W.11-12.2.E. Establish and maintain a
style and tone appropriate to the
audience and purpose (e.g. formal and
objective for academic writing) while
attending to the norms and
conventions of the
discipline in which they are writing.
W.11-12.2.F. Provide a concluding
paragraph or section that follows from
and supports the information or
explanation presented (e.g., articulating
implications or the significance of the
topic).

· Effectively select, organize, and analyze content
· Determine how many facts, definitions, details,
quotations and other information are needed
· Use sources that are appropriate to task, audience,
and purpose Supply evidence in order to inform the
audience
· Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes
· Examine and communicate complex ideas,
concepts, or information clearly and accurately
· Develop a topic
· Introduce a topic by arranging ideas, concepts, and
information to show interrelationships
· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task Focus on syntax as it
creates effective writing
· Choose a formal style and objective tone

· Choose precise words, domain-specific vocabulary,
and figurative language, such as similes, metaphors,
and analogies
· Incorporate analysis of textual evidence to further
content
· Format effectively
· Organize graphics
· Provide multimedia when useful
· Use transitions and syntax to link together the
major sections of the text
· Write a concluding paragraph or section that
supports the information presented

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.

· Determine writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience (intended
reader) appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style
· Understand how structure, style and rhetorical
devices convey the purpose of writing



W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or
APA Style),focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.

· Create and use appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Understand writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience
· Determine what details and/or information is most
appropriate for a specific purpose

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, and update individual or shared writing
products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products
· Adapt writing according to feedback
· Respond to ongoing feedback utilizing digital
software
· Assess feedback from peers

W.11-12.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research
projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions
when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information from a
variety of sources achieving new insights
· Evaluate multiple sources and understand their
content

W.11-12.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose,
and audience; integrate information into the text
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA
Style Manuals).

· Gather print and digital information
· Consider the sources in terms of task, audience,
and purpose
· Assess the validity of each source as it pertains to
the specific task, purpose and audience
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize a variety of sources, not depending on one
specific source
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA, APA,
etc.)

W.11-12.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.11-12.9.A. Apply grades 11-12 Reading
standards to literature (e.g., "Demonstrate
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century foundational works
of literature, including how two or more

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
· Analyze in writing how multiple texts examine
similar themes or how multiple themes in one text
contribute to a larger theme
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research



texts from the same period treat similar
themes or topics").
W.11-12.9.B. Apply grades 11-12 Reading
standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
"Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in
seminal texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal
reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case
majority opinions and dissents] and the
premises, purposes, and arguments in works
of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist,
presidential addresses]").

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 1 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 1 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range
of collaborative discussions (one on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.

SL11-12.1.A. Come to discussions
prepared, having read and researched
material under study; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence from
texts and other research on the topic or issue
to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned
exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1.B. Collaborate with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions and
decision making, set clear goals and
assessments (e.g., student-developed
rubrics), and establish individual roles as
needed.
SL.11-12.1.C. Propel conversations by
posing and responding to questions that
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a
hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge
ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11.12.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and
teacher-led discussions
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions
in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in polite and democratic discussions
and decision-making activities.
· Self monitor the work and assign specific tasks as
needed
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· discuss and question the argument and evidence
· Make certain that a variety of possible arguments
have been heard
· Respond thoughtfully
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with



diverse perspectives; synthesize comments,
claims, and evidence made on all sides of
an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional
information or research is required to
deepen the investigation or complete the
task.

ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas as
well as through reflection and evaluation of others’
comments

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any
discrepancies among the data.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Utilize multiple sources of information in order to
make decisions
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice,
points of emphasis, and tone used.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if
any of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Use evidence from sources/text to prove fallibility
in speaker’s reasoning
· Engage as an active listener and participant
· Consider and assess the speaker, argument,
organization, diction, and tone

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.
The content, organization, development, and style are
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and distinct perspective on a
topic or issue and amass evidence to support that
perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Consider and address opposing viewpoints
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in a
style appropriate to the purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English as necessary

Unit 1 Language Standards Unit 1 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

· Recognize and use appropriate grammar and usage
in writing and speaking
· Understand that language and appropriate usage
changes



L.11-12.1. A. Apply the understanding that
usage is a matter of convention, can change
over time, and is sometimes contested.

· Utilize reference materials to help maintain
appropriate grammar and usage dependent on the
audience and situation

L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

L.11-12.2.A. Observe hyphenation
conventions.
L.11-12.2.B. Spell correctly.

· Adhere to appropriate writing conventions
including capitalization, punctuation including hyphens,
and spelling

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

L.11-12.3.A. Vary syntax for effect; apply an
understanding of syntax to the study of
complex texts.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend
more fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and editing
a work
· Write using a variety of different syntaxes

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.

L.11-12.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as
a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.11-12.4.B. Identify and correctly use
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g.,
conceive, conception, conceivable).
L.11-12.4.C. Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its
part of speech, its etymology, or its standard
usage.
L.11-12.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

L.11-12.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative language
within a text, particularly hyperbole and paradox
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of
words with similar definitions (ex: saunter and walk)



hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
L.11-12.5.B. Analyze nuances in the
meaning of words with similar denotations.

L.11-12.6:  Acquire and use accurately
grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words
and domain-specific words into reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
Understand how positive and negative leadership affects the American collective and individual identity.
Determine the elements of American identity.
Analyze the cause and effect relationships within American ideological expression.
Embrace the necessity of informed citizenship.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Novels:
- The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian
- The Scarlet Letter
- Huck Finn
- Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
- The Catcher in the Rye

Plays:
- The Crucible

Short Stories:
- The United States Constitution
- The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
- Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God
- Black Hawk’s Farewell
- The Surrender Speech of Chief Joseph
- The Bible as Literature
- The Devil and Daniel Webster

Poetry/ Song:
- “Let America Be America Again” / Langston
Hughes
- “America” / Allen Ginsberg
- “I Hear America Singing” / Walt Whitman
- “Autobiography” / Lawrence Ferlinghetti
- “We Didn’t Start the Fire” / Billy Joel
- “America the Beautiful” / Katherine Lee Bates
- “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” / Julia Ward
Howe
- “It’s the End of the World as We Know it” /

R.E.M.

- Critical Approaches to Literature
- Types of Literary Criticism
- Common Lit
- Library of Congress
- Project Gutenberg
- American Literature
- Center of American Progress
- Transformation of American Politics (Progressivism)
- The Constitution
- Purdue Writing Lab- Owl
- Newsela
- Technically Speaking: Why All Americans need to know

more about tech
- Video:  Comparing the Effects of the CivilWar on

American National Identity

- Video:  The Changing Face of America: A More
Diverse Union

- Video:  The Emerging American Identity

- Video:  The Danger of a Single Story



Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction
Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of

Formative:

❏ Link It! Diagnostic
❏ Reader/Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week combined
❏ At least two timed writing tasks modeling text dependent
questions
❏ Students using various approaches to literary theory / literary
criticism lenses as they read independently and collaboratively
(ALSO SEE UNITS 2-3).
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or graphic
representations analyzing the development and interaction of
two or more themes within each literary work in relationship to
author’s craft  ( ie: through the author’s use of settings, plot
development, character development, narrative point of view,
and language to create literal, connotative, and figurative levels
of meaning as well as various tones, irony, satire, ambiguity /
uncertainty, etc).
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or graphic
representations analyzing the development and interaction of
two or more concepts, events, and/or individuals within each
informational / explanatory / analytical text in relation to
author’s craft  ( ie: through the author’s use of rhetorical
strategies, structure, and language to convey denotative,
connotative, and figurative levels of meaning, including
determination of the author’s point of view and purpose).
❏ Students incorporating accurate, strong, and thorough citation

of and relevant connections between what the text states

explicitly and reasonable inferences drawn from what the text

implies, as well as ambiguities and uncertainties within 

the text.

❏ Students writing informational / explanatory / analytic texts

that organize complex ideas into a unified whole including an
effective introduction / thesis and conclusion supported by
significant, relevant information with cohesive, logical
transitions and sophisticated, complex language appropriate to
the task, purpose, and audience.
❏ Socratic circle discussions in which students share and

defend their interpretations of the text(s) being considered.

❏ 50 Alternatives to the Book Report

❏ 40 Alternatives to the Formative Assessment

❏ 25 Reading - Graphic Organizers



responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

❏ 10 Writing - Graphic Organizers

❏ READING RESPONSE: Fiction & Non-Fictio n

Summative:

Write a literary analysis essay on at least two literary works you
read this marking period addressing the interaction and
development of two or more themes over the course of each
work; the author’s use of settings, plot development, character
development, and narrative point of view; the use of language to
create literal, connotative, and figurative levels of meaning,
tone, irony, satire; etc.

AND / OR

Write an informational / explanatory essay connecting at least
one new nonfiction source with at least one nonfiction text or
literary text that you have read or explored within this unit,
including textual references and evidence of research.

Common Summative Assessment:
Literary Analysis Task

In this unit students may also develop:
❏ Various projects designed to specifically demonstrate
understanding and application of the concepts and principles of
unit. This will be a performance based assessment that is
student driven. For example:
❏ students might research and present 3-way /

multi-sided debates ❏ Debate Forms
❏ visual presentations reflecting multiple perspectives on

specific themes from the unit, eg:
❏ Collage
❏ Original Artwork (photography)
❏ Venn diagrams
❏ Multi-section charts
❏ Tri-fold posters

❏ rewrite a scene or chapters from a different perspective

Teachers may apply multiple approaches to learning and
assessment, such as
❏ Project-Based Learning (PBL)
❏ Problem-Based Learning



Unit 2 Overview: The Individual, Freedom, and the American Dream
“Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string.” - Ralph Waldo Emerson

Unit Summary:
On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence which states,
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Since then, American writers have explored these truths as they apply to all Americans. While Jefferson
claimed that “all men are created equal,” not all Americans have been treated as equals.

Enduring Understandings:
-The meaning of the "American Dream" has changed over the course of history, and includes both
personal components (such as career, creativity, family, home ownership, upward mobility, etc.) and a
community-based global vision.
- Independence is a required component of free thought and enables humans to determine and define
life, liberty, and happiness.
- Americans respond with speeches, essays, active-protest, poetry, journalism, memoir, drama, novels,
art, film, amendments, and even war to express their individual values and creativity, including the
creation and expression of their rights as well as in circumstances when their so-called “unalienable
Rights” are violated.
- The way an individual pursues life, liberty, and happiness in our current society is changing in
relation to technological advancement and other cultural developments.

Essential Questions:
- What is The American Dream?
- How are independence and individual dreams related?
- When “unalienable Rights” are violated, how have Americans responded in the Literary Tradition?
- How might an individual pursue life, liberty, and happiness in our current American society?



Standards

Unit 2 Grade 11

Reading Standards Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.11.12.1. Cite strong
and thorough textual
evidence and make
relevant connections to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn
from the text, including
determining where the
text leaves matters
uncertain.

RI.11-12.1. Accurately cite
strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g., via
discussion, written
response, etc.), to support
analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the
text, including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

· Make personal connections, connections to other
texts, and/or global/historical connections when
relevant
· Analyze the text and identify explicit and implicit
textual evidence
· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Cite evidence and use  direct quotes, paraphrase,
objectively summarize (free of personal bias)
· Draw inferences using implicit and explicit text
evidence

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from
the text
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how they contribute to the meaning
of the text
· Identify the moments where the author is
inconclusive  or uncertain and allows the reader to
draw conclusions based on textual evidence

RL.11-12.2. Determine
two or more themes or
central ideas of a text
and analyze their
development over the
course of the text,
including how they
interact and build on one
another to produce a
complex account, and
provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.11-12.2. Determine two
or more central ideas of a
text and analyze their
development and how they
interact to provide a
complex analysis; provide
an objective summary of
the text.

· Determine two or more themes or central ideas in
a text
· Recognize supporting details for themes/central
ideas
· Analyze themes/central ideas as it develops over
the course of the text
· Make inferences through the use of details, word
choice, and literary elements regarding the thematic
development
· Use the text to draw conclusions
· Examine how the interaction of themes/central
ideas create the overall meaning of the text ( and
provides depth and dimension)
· Construct an objective summary of the text

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the RI.11-12.3. Analyze a RL.11-12.3:



impact of the author’s
choices regarding how to
develop and relate
elements of a story or
drama (e.g., where a
story is set, how the
action is ordered, how
the characters are
introduced and
developed).

complex set of ideas or
sequence of events and
explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or
events interact and
develop over the course of
the text.

· Identify and analyze the choices made by the
author including the choice of setting, plot organization
and development, characterization and character
interaction
· Explain how the order in which each is presented
in the text impacts the overall text
· Analyze those choices as they pertain to the
overall story

RI.11-12.3:
· Identify and analyze the structure and sequence
(chronological, spatial, compare/contrast, etc) of the
text
· Explain why the structure of the text is ordered as
it is
· Explain how the choices of text structure impact
the meaning of the text

RL.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in the text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings;
analyze the impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone,
including words with
multiple meanings or
language that is
particularly fresh,
engaging, or beautiful.
(e.g., Shakespeare as
well as other authors.)

RI.11-12.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze how an
author uses and refines the
meaning of a key term or
terms over the course of a
text (e.g., how Madison
defines faction in
Federalist No. 10).

· Assess figurative meaning
· Assess connotative meaning
· Determine and evaluate technical meaning
(jargon)
· Identify tone of text
· Explain how word choice creates tone
· Explain how the tone supports the overall
meaning of the text

RI.11-12.5. Analyze and
evaluate the effectiveness
of the structure an author
uses in his or her
exposition or argument,
including whether the
structure makes points
clear, convincing, and
engaging.

· Investigate how an author structures the text and
develops ideas
· Analyze how the structure of a text and order of
ideas or claims within it affect the overall purpose of
the text and how they are developed and shaped by the
larger text
· Evaluate how the form effectively follows the
function of the text

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a
case in which grasping
point of view requires
distinguishing what is
directly stated in a text

RI.11-12.6. Determine an
author’s point of view or
purpose in a text in which
the rhetoric is particularly
effective, analyzing how

RL.11-12.6:
· Identify  and assess the point of view
· Determine what the text literally and figuratively
states
· Determine what the text actually means,
considering satire, sarcasm, irony, and understatement



from what is really
meant (e.g., satire,
sarcasm, irony, or
understatement).

style and content
contribute to the power,
persuasiveness, or beauty
of the text.

· Explain the difference between the literal and the
actual meaning as it pertains to the author’s purpose

RI.11-12.6:
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose.
· Focus on both how the text is written and what the
text is about
· Explain how and why the author has made those
rhetorical decisions and how and why that contributes
to the overall effectiveness of the text

RI.11-12.7. Integrate and
evaluate multiple sources
of information presented
in different media or
formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively) as well as
in words in order to
address a question or solve
a problem.

· Compare and contrast how various accounts of a
subject are told in multiple mediums
· Analyze how the details emphasized in each
account of a subject told in different mediums affect
the overall message
· Use references to the different media to answer a
question or to solve a problem

RI.11-12.8. Describe and
evaluate the reasoning in
seminal U.S. and global
texts, including the
application of
constitutional principles
and use of legal reasoning
(e.g., in U.S. Supreme
Court majority opinions
and dissents) and the
premises, purposes, and
arguments in works of
public advocacy (e.g., The
Federalist, presidential
addresses).

· Evaluate the rationale used in a text
· Understand and explain how text connects to the
principles determined by the Constitution
· Understand and explain how it connects to
established laws and practices
· Determine and explain the idea, reason, and logic
behind public advocacy texts (like a presidential
address)

RI.11-12.9. Analyze
seventeenth-, eighteenth-,
and nineteenth-century
foundational U.S.
documents of historical
and literary significance
(including The Declaration
of Independence, the
Preamble to the
Constitution, the Bill of
Rights, and Lincoln’s

· Study and evaluate influential U.S. documents
· Identify and explain the themes and purposes
· Identify and explain their rhetorical features such
as diction, imagery, details, figurative language, and
syntax



Second Inaugural
Address) for their themes,
purposes, and rhetorical
features, including primary
source documents relevant
to U.S. and/or global
history.

Unit 2 Writing Standards Unit 2 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

W.11-12.3.A. Engage and orient the reader
by setting out a problem, situation, or
observation and its significance, establishing
one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters;
create a smooth progression of experiences
or events.
W.11-12.3.B. Use narrative techniques, such
as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
and multiple plot lines, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.
W.11-12.3.C. Use a variety of techniques to
sequence events so that they build on one
another to create a coherent whole and build
toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a
sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or
resolution).
W.11-12.3.D. Use precise words and
phrases, telling details, and sensory language
to convey a vivid picture of the experiences,
events, setting, and/or characters.
W.11-12.3.E. Provide a conclusion that
follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over the
course of the narrative.

· Convey experiences, real or imagined
· Use time as the deep structure of the narrative
· Form or structure based on a progression of events
that build upon each other
· Use effective details using precise language
· Create clear point(s) of view established through a
narrator, provide characters, and present a situation
· Apply narrative techniques including dialogue,
description, and plot in order to develop experiences,
events, and/or characters choosing words that create
vivid pictures
· Provide a conclusion to the events they set out at
the beginning of their narrative
· Include techniques for rhetorical effectiveness like
the creation of tone, the plot of the narrative, and the
overall coherence of the text

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.

· Determine writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience (intended
reader) appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style
· Understand how structure, style and rhetorical
devices convey the purpose of writing

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
· Create and use appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques



planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or
APA Style),focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.

· Understand writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience
· Determine what details and/or information is most
appropriate for a specific purpose

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, and update individual or shared writing
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new
arguments or information.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products
· Adapt writing according to feedback
· Respond to ongoing feedback utilizing digital
software

W.11-12.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research
projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions
when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information from a
variety of sources achieving new insights
· Evaluate multiple sources and understand their
content

W.11-12.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose,
and audience; integrate information into the text
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA
Style Manuals).

· Gather print and digital information
· Consider the sources in terms of task, audience,
and purpose
· Assess the validity of each source as it pertains to
the specific task, purpose and audience
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize a variety of sources, not depending on one
specific source
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA, APA,
etc.)

W.11-12.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.11-12.9.A. Apply grades 11-12 Reading
standards to literature (e.g., "Demonstrate
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century foundational works
of literature, including how two or more
texts from the same period treat similar
themes or topics").
W.11-12.9.B. Apply grades 11-12 Reading

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
· Analyze in writing how multiple texts examine
similar themes or how multiple themes in one text
contribute to a larger theme
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection,
and research



standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
"Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in
seminal texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal
reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case
majority opinions and dissents] and the
premises, purposes, and arguments in works
of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist,
presidential addresses]").

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 2 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 2 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and
Skills

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range
of collaborative discussions (one on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.

SL11-12.1.A. Come to discussions prepared,
having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1.B. Collaborate with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions and
decision making, set clear goals and
assessments (e.g., student-developed
rubrics), and establish individual roles as
needed.
SL.11-12.1.C. Propel conversations by
posing and responding to questions that
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a
hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge
ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11.12.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to
diverse perspectives; synthesize comments,
claims, and evidence made on all sides of an
issue; resolve contradictions when possible;

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and
teacher-led discussions
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions
in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in polite and democratic discussions
and decision-making activities.
· Self monitor the work and assign specific tasks as
needed
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· discuss and question the argument and evidence
· Make certain that a variety of possible arguments
have been heard
· Respond thoughtfully
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with
ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and



and determine what additional information
or research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.

responding to questions that connect to broader ideas
as well as through reflection and evaluation of others’
comments

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any
discrepancies among the data.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Utilize multiple sources of information in order to
make decisions
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points
of emphasis, and tone used.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if
any of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Use evidence from sources/text to prove fallibility
in speaker’s reasoning
· Engage as an active listener and participant
· Consider and assess the speaker, argument,
organization, diction, and tone

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.
The content, organization, development, and style are
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and distinct perspective on a
topic or issue and amass evidence to support that
perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Consider and address opposing viewpoints
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in a
style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g.,
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Engage audience and enhance their understanding
of findings, reasoning, and evidence by incorporating
digital media such as textual, graphical, audio, visual,
or interactive elements

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English as necessary

Unit 2 Language Standards Unit 2 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

· Recognize and use appropriate grammar and
usage in writing and speaking
· Understand that language and appropriate usage



L.11-12.1. A. Apply the understanding that
usage is a matter of convention, can change
over time, and is sometimes contested.

changes
· Utilize reference materials to help maintain
appropriate grammar and usage dependent on the
audience and situation

L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

L.11-12.2.A. Observe hyphenation
conventions.
L.11-12.2.B. Spell correctly.

· Adhere to appropriate writing conventions
including capitalization, punctuation including
hyphens, and spelling

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

L.11-12.3.A. Vary syntax for effect; apply an
understanding of syntax to the study of
complex texts.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend
more fully when reading, listening, or speaking.

· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and
editing a work
· Write using a variety of different syntaxes

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

L.11-12.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.11-12.4.B. Identify and correctly use
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g.,
conceive, conception, conceivable).
L.11-12.4.C. Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its
part of speech, its etymology, or its standard
usage.
L.11-12.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning
in context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative
language within a text, particularly hyperbole and
paradox



meanings.
L.11-12.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
L.11-12.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning
of words with similar denotations.

· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of
words with similar definitions (ex: saunter and walk)

L.11-12.6:  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or
expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words
and domain-specific words into reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
-Understand, analyze, and appreciate the complexity of a core American value.
-Analyze and evaluate a plan for independence.
-Analyze and synthesize at least 2 separate responses to the
creation or violation of “unalienable Rights.”
-Understand and analyze the fluid nature of individuality and
the effects of technological and cultural developments upon it

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Novels:
- The Great Gatsby
- Their Eyes Were Watching God
- Catcher in the Rye
- Into the Wild
- We Were Liars (GS)
- The Book of Unknown Americans
- A Place to Stand
- This Boy’s Life

Plays:
- Death of a Salesman/The Crucible
- Streetcar Named Desire/The Glass

Menagerie
Short Stories:

- Declaration of Independence
- Speech at the Virginia Convention
- Self - Reliance - Emerson
- From Walden Pond - Thoreau
- The Devil and Tom Walker
- My Bondage My Freedom
- Winter Dreams

Poetry/ Song:
- Ragged Old Flag / Johnny Cash

Audio: The Great Gatsby
Movie Clip: The Great Gatsby 1974 (Meeting Tom
and Daisy)
Audio: Their Eyes Were Watching God (By Chapter)
Movie: Their Eyes Were Watching
Audio: The Catcher in the Rye
Movie: Into the Wild
Audio: Death of a Salesman
Movie: Death of a Salesman
Movie: Streetcar Named Desire
Audio: The Declaration of  Independence
Audio: Complete Works of Emerson
Audio: The Devil and Tom Walker
Audio: Winter Dreams
Resources: Reciting
Ted Talk: The New American Dream
EdX: Poetry in America: Whitman
Slam Poetry and Spoken Word Poetry



- America / Claude McKay
- Fruit Cocktail in Light Syrup / Amy

Gerstler
- The Star Spangled Banner / Francis

Scott Key
- A Red Man’s Thoughts / Tso-le-oh-woh
- Still I Rise / Maya Angelou
- The New Colossus / Emma Lazarus
- Her Kind / Anne Sexton
- Lady Lazarus / Sylvia Plath
- Exquisite Politics / Denise Duhamel
- Half-Hanged Mary/ Margaret Atwood

*The above list of suggestions can be modified to
teacher and student choice.

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize

Formative:
❏ Link It! Diagnostic
❏ Reader/Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week combined
❏ At least two timed writing tasks modeling text dependent
questions
❏ Students using various approaches to literary theory / literary
criticism lenses as they read independently and collaboratively
(ALSO SEE UNITS 2-3).
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or graphic
representations analyzing the development and interaction of
two or more themes within each literary work in relationship to
author’s craft  ( ie: through the author’s use of settings, plot
development, character development, narrative point of view,
and language to create literal, connotative, and figurative levels
of meaning as well as various tones, irony, satire, ambiguity /
uncertainty, etc).
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or graphic
representations analyzing the development and interaction of
two or more concepts, events, and/or individuals within each
informational / explanatory / analytical text in relation to
author’s craft  ( ie: through the author’s use of rhetorical
strategies, structure, and language to convey denotative,
connotative, and figurative levels of meaning, including
determination of the author’s point of view and purpose).
❏ Students incorporating accurate, strong, and thorough citation

of and relevant connections between what the text states

explicitly and reasonable inferences drawn from what the text



graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

implies, as well as ambiguities and uncertainties within 

the text.

❏ Students writing informational / explanatory / analytic texts

that organize complex ideas into a unified whole including an
effective introduction / thesis and conclusion supported by
significant, relevant information with cohesive, logical
transitions and sophisticated, complex language appropriate to
the task, purpose, and audience.
❏ Socratic circle discussions in which students share and

defend their interpretations of the text(s) being considered.

❏ 50 Alternatives to the Book Report

❏ 40 Alternatives to the Formative Assessment

❏ 25 Reading - Graphic Organizers

❏ 10 Writing - Graphic Organizers

❏ READING RESPONSE: Fiction & Non-Fictio n

Summative:

Write a well-developed dramatic script, fictional story, poem, or
personal memoir narrative text to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen
details, and well-structured event sequences revised through
multiple drafts in relation to self-, family-, peer-, community-,
and teacher-evaluation / feedback as well as in relation to
academic and professional resources (e.g., writing or style
guidebooks, MLA or APA formatting guidelines, etc).

AND / OR

Write a comparative critical analysis essay on multiple
interpretations or renditions of at least two literary works you
read this marking period, including at least one play by an
American dramatist (eg: various performances of a full-length
play, plus either varied recitations of a poem or audio / film
presentations of a short story or novel) applying
Reader-Response, Mythological, and Psychological /
Psychoanalytical literary criticism lenses while demonstrating
knowledge of foundational works of American literature and
considering how two or more texts from the same period treat
similar themes or topics.

Common Summative Assessment:
Narrative Task (Dramatic Script)

Benchmark Assessments:
Link It! Diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Writing Portfolios



Alternative Assessments:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits
Presentations
I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences

Unit 3 Overview: Understanding Community and Engaging with the World We Live In

Unit Summary:

When rugged transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau wrote Walden (1854), he stated, “We do not ride
on the railroad; it rides upon us.” Thoreau’s criticism of the technological development of
transportation can be applied to communication. In an effort to reject all conventional communication
and simplify his life, he tells his readers that he went to live in the woods to live life on his own terms.
Thoreau’s message to “simplify” stands in stark contrast to the way many Americans choose to
communicate and engage in the world that they currently live in. Nearly 85 years later, after quitting a
fast-paced job at the New Yorker, E.B. White wrote a satirical letter Walden (June 1939) to the deceased
Thoreau explaining that the beauty and simplicity of Walden Pond has been since turned into a
conventional consumerist tourist attraction. In the same breath, one might argue that the invention of
the internet and the devices we consume to support it are no longer serving the interests under which
we purchased them. Are Americans riding the waves of technology as they seek to understand and
communicate with the world they live in...or are they drowning in them?

Enduring Understandings:
-Individuals and groups can communicate unique ideas, claims, or arguments to solve a problem or express
their point of view without disrespecting others’ positions or perspectives.
-There is space within a complex, changing world for many different kinds of people to live respectfully
within a vibrant, healthy, interdependent culture.
-Studying the evolution of communicative technologies in relation to American Literature reveals the
relationships that American cultures develop in understanding, communicating, and engaging with the world
they live in.
-Both primitive and cutting edge technologies are still shaping the way American cultures, religions, and
races live and communicate with the world.
-Freedom of speech, the dynamics of gender, race, and class, as well as religious beliefs have played a role in
how Americans engage with the technologies they are encouraged to consume.
-Technology is defined as the application of scientific knowledge for practical purposes, especially in
industry, but some groups see technology as becoming less practical in terms of communication.
-Americans can ride the waves of technology by becoming consciously informed consumers.



Essential Questions:

1. How is it possible for individuals and groups from many different cultural backgrounds and
perspectives to understand and respect each other while communicating their own points of
view?

2. Why is it important to study the evolution of communication in relation to American literature?
3. How have technologies (primitive or cutting edge) shaped the way American cultures

understand, communicate, and engage in the world in which they currently live?
4. How did the various cultures within America play a role in shaping the technologies of the past?
5. Are consumer technologies becoming increasingly paradoxical?
6. How can American cultures ride the wave of technology without getting lost in the undertow?

Standards

Unit 3 Grade 11

Unit 3 Reading Standards Unit 3 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.11.12.1. Cite strong and
thorough textual evidence
and make relevant
connections to support
analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the
text, including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

RI.11-12.1. Accurately
cite strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g.,
via discussion, written
response, etc.), to support
analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from
the text, including
determining where the
text leaves matters
uncertain.

· Make personal connections, connections to other
texts, and/or global/historical connections when
relevant
· Analyze the text and identify explicit and
implicit textual evidence
· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Cite evidence and use  direct quotes, paraphrase,
objectively summarize (free of personal bias)
· Draw inferences using implicit and explicit text
evidence

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from
the text
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how they contribute to the
meaning of the text
· Identify the moments where the author is
inconclusive  or uncertain and allows the reader to
draw conclusions based on textual evidence

RL.11-12.2. Determine two
or more themes or central
ideas of a text and analyze
their development over the

RI.11-12.2. Determine
two or more central ideas
of a text and analyze
their development and

· Determine two or more themes or central ideas
in a text
· Recognize supporting details for themes/central
ideas
· Analyze themes/central ideas as it develops over



course of the text, including
how they interact and build
on one another to produce a
complex account, and
provide an objective
summary of the text.

how they interact to
provide a complex
analysis; provide an
objective summary of the
text.

the course of the text
· Make inferences through the use of details, word
choice, and literary elements regarding the thematic
development
· Use the text to draw conclusions
· Examine how the interaction of themes/central
ideas create the overall meaning of the text ( and
provides depth and dimension)
· Construct an objective summary of the text

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the
impact of the author’s
choices regarding how to
develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g.,
where a story is set, how the
action is ordered, how the
characters are introduced
and developed).

RI.11-12.3. Analyze a
complex set of ideas or
sequence of events and
explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or
events interact and
develop over the course
of the text.

RL.11-12.3:
· Identify and analyze the choices made by the
author including the choice of setting, plot
organization and development, characterization and
character interaction
· Explain how the order in which each is
presented in the text impacts the overall text
· Analyze those choices as they pertain to the
overall story

RI.11-12.3:
· Identify and analyze the choices made by the
author including the choice of setting, plot
organization and development, characterization and
character interaction
· Explain how order in which each is presented in
the text impact the overall text
· Analyze those choices as they pertain to the
overall story

RL.11-12.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings;
analyze the impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including
words with multiple
meanings or language that is
particularly fresh, engaging,
or beautiful. (e.g.,
Shakespeare as well as other
authors.)

RI.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in a text, including
figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings;
analyze how an author
uses and refines the
meaning of a key term or
terms over the course of
a text (e.g., how Madison
defines faction in
Federalist No. 10).

· Assess figurative meaning
· Assess connotative meaning
· Determine and evaluate technical meaning
(jargon)
· Identify tone of text
· Explain how word choice creates tone
· Explain how the tone supports the overall
meaning of the text

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how
an author’s choices
concerning how to structure
specific parts of a text (e.g.,
the choice of where to begin

RI.11-12.5. Analyze and
evaluate the effectiveness
of structure an author
uses in his or her
exposition or argument,

RL.11-12.5:
· Identify the structure of the text (ex. en media
res, flashbacks, tragic elements)
· Describe how an author has chosen to structure a
text and order events within it
· Explain why the author chose that structure and



or end a story, the choice to
provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its
overall structure and
meaning as well as its
aesthetic impact.

including whether the
structure makes points
clear, convincing and
engaging.

how it enhances the work as a whole
· Analyze how sequence contributes to the
meaning and aesthetic impact

RI.11-12.5:
· Investigate how an author structures the text and
develops ideas
· Critically examine how the structure of a text
and order of ideas or claims within it affect the
overall purpose of the text and how they are
developed and shaped by the larger text
· Evaluate how the form effectively follows the
function of the text

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case
in which grasping point of
view requires distinguishing
what is directly stated in a
text from what is really
meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm,
irony, or understatement).

RI.11-12.6. Determine an
author’s point of view or
purpose in a text in
which the rhetoric is
particularly effective,
analyzing how style and
content contribute to the
power, persuasiveness, or
beauty of the text.

RL.11-12.6:
· Identify the point of view
· Determine what the text literally states
· Determine what the text actually means,
considering satire, sarcasm, irony, and
understatement
· Explain the difference between the literal and
the actual meaning as it pertains to the author’s
purpose

RI.11-12.6:
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose.
· Focus on both how the text is written and what
the text is about
· Explain how and why the author has made those
rhetorical decisions and how and why that
contributes to the overall effectiveness of the text

RL.11-12.7. Analyze
multiple interpretations of a
story, drama, or poem (e.g.,
recorded or live production
of a play or recorded novel
or poetry), evaluating how
each version interprets the
source text. (Include at least
one play by Shakespeare
and one play by an
American dramatist.)

· Read and/or view different versions of the same
text, recordings, film, and/or  live performances
· Compare and contrast the multiple versions
· Explain the differences between the multiple
versions
· Focus on significant changes to structure, order,
plot, and/or character
· Analyze how changes to structure, order, plot or
character impact meaning of different versions of
same text

RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate
knowledge of eighteenth-,
nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century
foundational works of

· Recognize when an author draws on and then
transforms source material (such as a theme or topic)
from another text
· Recognize foundational and canonical American
texts
· Identify and explain how different texts from the



American literature,
including how two or more
texts from the same period
treat similar themes or
topics.

same era/genre approach the same theme/topics

Unit 3 Writing Standards Unit 3 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and
relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.11-12.1.A. Introduce precise,
knowledgeable claim(s), establish the
significance of the claim(s), distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims,
and create an organization that logically
sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons,
and evidence.
W.11-12.1.B. Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying
the most relevant evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and limitations of
both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values,
and possible biases.
W.11-12.1.C. Use words, phrases, and clauses
as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and
reasons, between reasons and evidence, and
between claim(s) and counterclaims.
W.11-12.1. D. Establish and maintain a formal
style and objective tone while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in
which they are writing.
W.11-12.E. Provide a concluding statement or
section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

· Effectively select, organize, and analyze content
· Use the most relevant and sufficient facts,
definitions, details, and quotes Examine and
communicate complex ideas, concepts, or
information clearly and accurately
· Determine how many facts, definitions, details,
quotations and other information are needed to
effectively craft an argument
· Use sources that are appropriate to task,
audience, and purpose
· Understand how much evidence is needed to
satisfactorily support a point
· Develop a topic
· Learn how to introduce argument(s) clearly and
accurately with regard to counterclaims
· Understand and establish why the claim is
important
· Structure arguments so that there is an
association and correlation between the claim(s),
counterclaim(s), reasons, and evidence
· Treat claims and counterclaims equitably taking
into account what their audience knows as well as
what concerns they might have
· Develop unity and consistency in writing with
words and structure, paying attention to the
relationships created between the claims,
counterclaims, evidence, and reason
· Maintain an appropriate style and tone for the
task,  omitting personal bias
· Consider and anticipate the audience’s
education, beliefs, and feelings about the subject
· Choose precise words and domain-specific
vocabulary
· Introduce a topic arranging ideas, concepts, and
information to show interrelationships
· Format effectively
· Organize graphics and provide multimedia when
useful
· Use transitions to link together the major
sections of the text
· Use varied syntax
· Choose a formal style and objective tone
· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task



· Write a concluding statement that supports the
information presented

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

· Determine writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience (intended
reader) appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style
· Understand how structure, style and rhetorical
devices convey the purpose of writing

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant
for a specific purpose and audience.

· Create and use appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Understand writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience
· Determine what details and/or information is
most appropriate for a specific purpose

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new
arguments or information.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products
· Adapt writing according to feedback
· Respond to ongoing feedback utilizing digital
software
· Assess feedback from peers

W.11-12.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question (including
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research
projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions
when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information from a
variety of sources achieving new insights
· Evaluate multiple sources and understand their
content

W.11-12.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and
limitations of each source in terms of the specific task,
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation.

· Gather print and digital information
· Consider the sources in terms of task, audience,
and purpose
· Assess the validity of each source as it pertains
to the specific task, purpose and audience
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize a variety of sources, not depending on
one specific source



· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA,
APA, etc.)

W.11-12.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.11-12.9.A. Apply grades 11-12 Reading
standards to literature (e.g., "Demonstrate
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century foundational works of
literature, including how two or more texts
from the same period treat similar themes or
topics").
W.11-12.9.B. Apply grades 11-12 Reading
standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
"Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in
seminal texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal
reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case
majority opinions and dissents] and the
premises, purposes, and arguments in works of
public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist,
presidential addresses]").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
· Analyze in writing how multiple texts examine
similar themes or how multiple themes in one text
contribute to a larger theme
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection,
and research

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 3 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 3 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and
Skills

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.

SL11-12.1.A. Come to discussions prepared,
having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and
teacher-led discussions
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion



referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1.B. Collaborate with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions and
decision making, set clear goals and
assessments (e.g., student-developed rubrics),
and establish individual roles as needed.
SL.11-12.1.C. Propel conversations by posing
and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a
full range of positions on a topic or issue;
clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions; and promote divergent and
creative perspectives.
SL.11.12.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims,
and evidence made on all sides of an issue;
resolve contradictions when possible; and
determine what additional information or
research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.

· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in polite and democratic discussions
and decision-making activities.
· Self monitor the work and assign specific tasks
as needed
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion
or collaborative activity
· discuss and question the argument and evidence
· Make certain that a variety of possible
arguments have been heard
· Respond thoughtfully
· Summarize where others agree and disagree
with ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas
as well as through reflection and evaluation of
others’ comments

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any
discrepancies among the data.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Utilize multiple sources of information in order
to make decisions
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning,
and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance,
premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of
emphasis, and tone used.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if
any of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Use evidence from sources/text to prove
fallibility in speaker’s reasoning
· Engage as an active listener and participant
· Consider and assess the speaker, argument,
organization, diction, and tone

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.  The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to the
task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and distinct perspective on a
topic or issue and amass evidence to support that
perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Consider and address opposing viewpoints
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in
a style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact



· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g.,
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Engage audience and enhance their
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
by incorporating digital media such as textual,
graphical, audio, visual, or interactive elements

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command
of formal English as necessary

Unit 3 Language Standards Unit 3 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

L.11-12.1. A. Apply the understanding that
usage is a matter of convention, can change
over time, and is sometimes contested.

· Recognize and use appropriate grammar and
usage in writing and speaking
· Understand that language and appropriate usage
changes
· Utilize reference materials to help maintain
appropriate grammar and usage dependent on the
audience and situation

L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

L.11-12.2.A. Observe hyphenation conventions.
L.11-12.2.B. Spell correctly.

· Adhere to appropriate writing conventions
including capitalization, punctuation including
hyphens, and spelling

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

L.11-12.3.A. Vary syntax for effect; apply an
understanding of syntax to the study of
complex texts.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend
more fully when reading, listening, or speaking

· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and
editing a work
· Write using a variety of different syntaxes

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range
of strategies.

L.11-12.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.11-12.4.B. Identify and correctly use patterns

· Use context clues to derive word meaning
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words



of word changes that indicate different
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive,
conception, conceivable).
L.11-12.4.C. Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part
of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.
L.11-12.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning
in context or in a dictionary).

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

L.11-12.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
L.11-12.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning
of words with similar denotations.

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative
language within a text, particularly hyperbole and
paradox
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of
words with similar definitions (ex: saunter and walk)

L.11-12.6:  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words
and domain-specific words into reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
-Interpret, analyze, and express multiple points of view to demonstrate respect for oneself and others while
strengthening and improving our complex American and global culture.
-Understand the cause and effects of consistently evolving technologies on American Literature.
-Analyze, synthesize, and evaluate the way technologies shape the way an author, narrator, and/or character
grapples with the world in an American setting.
-Analyze, synthesize, and evaluate how technology is consumed when affected by freedom of speech, the
dynamics of gender, race, and class, or religious ideals in an American setting.
-Analyze the paradoxical relationships developing as a result of newer communicative ideologies.
-Formulate an argument for practical consumption of communicative technologies.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Novels:
- Beloved
- Farewell to Manzanar

Critical Approaches to Literature
The Voices of Twitter



- Kindred,by Octavia Butler
- Call of the Wild
- How it Went Down
- We Beat the Streets
- The Things They Carried
- Nickel and Dimed
- The Marrow Thieves
- There, There
- SlaughterHouse Five
- Station 11
- The Jungle
Plays:
- Death of a Salesman
- Brighton Beach Memoirs

Time Mag: The Past/Present/Future Gender Norms
Teaching Feminism
Teaching Tolerance
Teaching Tolerance: Race and Ethnicity
Teaching
Tolerance:
Immigration
Teaching
Satire: SNL
Clips
Audio: Farewell to Manzanar
Audio: Call of the Wild
Play: Our Town
Text: The Fat Girl

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer

Formative:
❏Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a minimum of 5 hours per week
outside of school
❏ Reader/Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
❏ At least two timed writing tasks modeling text
dependent questions
❏ Students using various approaches to literary
theory / literary criticism lenses as they read
independently and collaboratively, including
application of multiple critical lenses to the
interpretation of literary texts (Unit 2:
Reader-Response, Mythological, Psychological /
Psychoanalytic; Unit 3: Sociological, Gender 
Studies, Multicultural Studies) 
( NOTE: Builds on and extends from Grade 9
Rosenblatt / transactional theory of reading and
Beers & Probst /  Notice and Note as well as Grade
10 transactional theory and Foster /  How to Read
Like a Professor; to be strengthened and expanded
upon through Grade 12 (e.g., Feminist 
Approaches, Marxist Approaches,
Post-Colonialism, Ecocriticism, etc.)❏ Students
extending Units 1-2 literary and rhetorical analysis
skills (i.e., text citations supporting interpretation of
two or more themes or arguments in relation to
various aspects of the author’s craft) , with special
attention to expressing relevant connections
between what the text states explicitly and
reasonable inferences drawn from what the text



tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

implies, including addressing  ambiguities and 
uncertainties within the text. 
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or
graphic representations to demonstrate their analysis
of cases in which grasping the point of view and
purpose of the author, narrator, or character requires
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony,
hyperbole, understatement, etc) as well as
determining the  various tones and attitudes reflected 
in the language, considering the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words
with multiple meanings or language that is
particularly fresh, engaging, artistically beautiful,
and/or rhetorically effective.
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or
graphic representations to demonstrate their analysis
of the impact of the author’s choices regarding how
to develop and relate elements of a literary or
rhetorical text (e.g., the historical, cultural, or
geographic setting(s) of a story, argument, or
supporting example; the sequencing of plot events,
argumentative claims, or evidence; how characters,
source texts, or counterclaims are introduced and
developed; etc),  evaluating the

Summative:

Write a well-developed, research-based
argumentative / persuasive speech, letter, poem, or
song revised through multiple drafts to present an
effective argument in response to a question or as a
solution to a problem (which may be a self-generated
question or problem) , utilizing effective rhetorical
and literary strategies while synthesizing multiple
authoritative print and digital sources (including
primary sources) to respond to and demonstrate an
understanding of the subject under investigation,
 avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one
source and following a standard format for citation .

AND / OR

Write an argumentative essay or blog (or produce a
video based on a script you develop) incorporating
rhetorical analysis as well as Sociological, Gender
Studies, and/or Multicultural Studies literary
criticism lenses to respond to the arguments and
themes presented within at least two different works



read this marking period , including at least one
argumentative / persuasive nonfiction text and at
least one literary text. Learning partners or groups
may choose to present these together in a multi-sided
debate or poster presentation format.

Common Summative Assesssment:
Research Simulation Task

Teachers may apply multiple approaches to learning
and assessment, such as:
❏ Project-Based Learning (PBL)
❏ Problem-Based Learning
❏ Standards-Based Grading (SBG)
❏ Socratic Seminars
❏ Writing the Argumentative Essay
❏ Argumentative Format

Benchmark Assessments:
Link It! Diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternative Assessments:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits
Presentations
I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences



Unit 4 Overview: Goals, Dreams and the Future

Unit Summary: In  The Philosophy of History, George Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel wrote, “America is
therefore the land of the future, where, in the ages that lie before us, the burden of the World’s History shall
reveal itself.” Hegel is not alone in considering the unraveling of the future to be burdensome. However, some
see the creation of the future as a blessing and a privilege to take part in. There is seemingly no end in sight to
the continual crisis that the American public is tasked to play a role in solving; and yet, many derive great
pleasure in helping their fellow man. The political opinions of Americans on how to handle these issues have
presented themselves in a variety of mediums often based on cultural upbringing, age, and /or other
socio-economic factors. These controversial opinions may drive the vehicle of human progress to its next
destination. When George Washington stated, "If the freedom of speech is taken away, then dumb and silent
we may be led, like sheep to the slaughter," he was speaking to every American citizen (of every generation)
to use their uniquely opinionated voice to help solve domestic issues. In order to create goals and prepare for
the future, this unit will focus on students choosing a personal mission topic  to research for public speaking
and career related purposes. 

Enduring Understandings:
-Literacy and the ability to express oneself is not only a critical component for building
relationships but for building an educated national identity.  -The future is seen as both a
blessing and a burden.
-Philosophical perspective can enrich or diminish the quality of human life.
-Fear is a primary emotional obstacle that can impede expression, but with practice can also be overcome for
healthy communication.
-The medium of an author’s expression is important as the trends, methods, and preferences of audience
consumption change.
-All accomplished goals begin with a plan of action that is best developed from effective research and
analysis.

Essential Questions:
-Is literacy the vehicle for creating a better future?
-Is the future a blessing or a burden?
-How can a person’s philosophical perspective
enrich or diminish the quality of human life?
-What obstacles impede the desire to engage in
self-expression?
-Why is an author’s choice of medium (the format in which they express themselves) important in an
ever-evolving technological world?
-Why is research analysis a critical skill for shaping our American dreams?



Standards

Unit 4 Grade 11

Unit 4 Reading Standards Unit 4 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.11.12.1. Cite
strong and thorough
textual evidence and
make relevant
connections to support
analysis of what the
text says explicitly as
well as inferences
drawn from the text,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

RI.11-12.1. Accurately
cite strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g.,
via discussion, written
response, etc.), to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn
from the text, including
determining where the
text leaves matters
uncertain.

· Make personal connections, connections to other texts,
and/or global/historical connections when relevant
· Analyze the text and identify explicit and implicit
textual evidence
· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Cite evidence and use  direct quotes, paraphrase,
objectively summarize (free of personal bias)
· Draw inferences using implicit and explicit text
evidence

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from the
text
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and implicit
details and how they contribute to the meaning of the text
· Identify the moments where the author is inconclusive
or uncertain and allows the reader to draw conclusions
based on textual evidence

RL.11-12.2. Determine
two or more themes or
central ideas of a text
and analyze their
development over the
course of the text,
including how they
interact and build on
one another to produce
a complex account,
and provide an
objective summary of
the text.

· Determine two or more themes or central ideas in a
text
· Recognize supporting details for themes/central ideas
· Analyze themes/central ideas as it develops over the
course of the text
· Make inferences through the use of details, word
choice, and literary elements regarding the thematic
development
· Use the text to draw conclusions
· Examine how the interaction of themes/central ideas
create the overall meaning of the text ( and provides depth
and dimension)
· Construct an objective summary of the text

RL.11-12.3. Analyze
the impact of the
author’s choices
regarding how to
develop and relate
elements of a story or

RI.11-12.3. Analyze a
complex set of ideas or
sequence of events and
explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or
events interact and

RL.11-12.3:
· Identify and analyze the choices made by the author
including the choice of setting, plot organization and
development, characterization and character interaction
· Explain how the order in which each is presented in
the text impacts the overall text



drama (e.g., where a
story is set, how the
action is ordered, how
the characters are
introduced and
developed).

develop over the course
of the text.

· Analyze those choices as they pertain to the overall
story

RI.11-12.3:
· Identify and evaluate the structure and sequence
(chronological, spatial, compare/contrast, etc) of the text
· Explain why the structure of the text is ordered as it is
· Explain how the choices of text structure impact the
meaning of the text

RL.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in the text,
including figurative
and connotative
meanings; analyze the
impact of specific
word choices on
meaning and tone,
including words with
multiple meanings or
language that is
particularly fresh,
engaging, or beautiful.
(e.g., Shakespeare as
well as other authors.)

· Assess figurative meaning
· Assess connotative meaning
· Determine and evaluate technical meaning (jargon)
· Identify tone of text
· Explain how word choice creates tone
· Explain how the tone supports the overall meaning of
the text

RL.11-12.5. Analyze
how an author’s
choices concerning
how to structure
specific parts of a text
(e.g., the choice of
where to begin or end
a story, the choice to
provide a comedic or
tragic resolution)
contribute to its overall
structure and meaning
as well as its aesthetic
impact.

· Identify the structure of the text (ex. en media res,
flashbacks, tragic elements)
· Describe how an author has chosen to structure a text
and order events within it
· Explain why the author chose that structure and how it
enhances the work as a whole
· Analyze how sequence contributes to the meaning and
aesthetic impact

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a
case in which grasping
point of view requires
distinguishing what is
directly stated in a text
from what is really

· Identify and evaluate the point of view
· Determine what the text literally and figuratively
states
· Determine what the text actually means, considering
satire, sarcasm, irony, and understatement
· Explain the difference between the literal and the
actual meaning as it pertains to the author’s purpose



meant (e.g., satire,
sarcasm, irony, or
understatement).

RL.11-12.9.
Demonstrate
knowledge of
eighteenth-,
nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-centur
y foundational works
of American literature,
including how two or
more texts from the
same period treat
similar themes or
topics.

RL.11-12.9:
· Recognize when an author draws on and then
transforms source material (such as a theme or topic) from
another text
· Recognize foundational and canonical American texts
· Identify and explain how different texts from the same
era/genre approach the same theme/topics

RL.11-12.10. By the
end of grade 11, read
and comprehend
literature, including
stories, dramas, and
poems, in the grades
11–CCR text
complexity band
proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed
at the high end of the
range.

RI.11-12.10. By the end
of grade 11, read and
comprehend literary
nonfiction in the grades
11–CCR text complexity
band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the
range.

· Closely read various forms of literature independently
and literary nonfiction and fluently
· Demonstrate comprehension of various forms of
literary text by showing a steadily growing ability to
discern more and make fuller use of text
· Make connections among ideas and between texts
· Consider a wider range of textual evidence
· Become more sensitive to inconsistencies,
ambiguities, and poor reasoning in texts
· Determine when comprehension is not occurring, and
subsequently employ appropriate reading and note-taking
strategies and/or ask for help in order to understand
portions of a difficult text

Unit 4 Writing Standards Unit 4 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.11-12.1.A. Introduce a topic; organize
complex ideas, concepts, and
information so that each new element
builds on that which precedes it to create
a unified whole; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures,
tables), and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension.
W.11-12.1.B. Develop the topic
thoroughly by selecting the most
significant and relevant facts, extended

· Effectively select, organize, and analyze content
· Use the most relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes Examine and communicate complex
ideas, concepts, or information clearly and accurately
· Determine how many facts, definitions, details,
quotations and other information are needed to effectively
craft an argument
· Use sources that are appropriate to task, audience, and
purpose
· Understand how much evidence is needed to
satisfactorily support a point
· Develop a topic
· Learn how to introduce argument(s) clearly and
accurately with regard to counterclaims
· Understand and establish why the claim is important



definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge
of the topic.
W.11-12.1.C. Use appropriate and
varied transitions and syntax to link the
major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships
among complex ideas and concepts.
W.11-12.1.D. Use precise language,
domain-specific vocabulary, and
techniques such as metaphor, simile, and
analogy to manage the complexity of the
topic.
W.11-12.1.E. Establish and maintain a
style and tone appropriate to the
audience and purpose (e.g. formal and
objective for academic writing) while
attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are
writing.
W.11-12.1.F. Provide a concluding
paragraph or section that follows from
and supports the information or
explanation presented (e.g., articulating
implications or the significance of the
topic).

· Structure arguments so that there is an association and
correlation between the claim(s), counterclaim(s), reasons,
and evidence
· Treat claims and counterclaims equitably taking into
account what their audience knows as well as what
concerns they might have
· Develop unity and consistency in writing with words
and structure, paying attention to the relationships created
between the claims, counterclaims, evidence, and reason
· Maintain an appropriate style and tone for the task,
omitting personal bias
· Consider and anticipate the audience’s education,
beliefs, and feelings about the subject
· Choose precise words and domain-specific vocabulary
· Introduce a topic arranging ideas, concepts, and
information to show interrelationships
· Format effectively
· Organize graphics and provide multimedia when
useful
· Use transitions to link together the major sections of
the text
· Use varied syntax
· Choose a formal style and objective tone
· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task
· Write a concluding statement that supports the
information presented

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· Determine writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience (intended reader)
appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual
(such as MLA or APA Style),focusing on addressing
what is most significant for a specific purpose and
audience.

· Create and use appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Understand writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience
· Determine what details and/or information is most
appropriate for a specific purpose

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback,
including new arguments or information.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products
· Adapt writing according to feedback
· Respond to ongoing feedback utilizing digital software
· Assess and evaluate feedback from peers



W.11-12.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject
under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions when
appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information from a variety
of sources achieving new insights
· Evaluate multiple sources and understand their content

W.11-12.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information
from multiple authoritative print and digital sources,
using advanced searches effectively; assess the
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of
the task, purpose, and audience; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance
on any one source and following a standard format
for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

· Gather print and digital information
· Consider the sources in terms of task, audience, and
purpose
· Assess the validity of each source as it pertains to the
specific task, purpose and audience
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize a variety of sources, not depending on one
specific source
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA, APA,
etc.)

W.11-12.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection,
and research.

W.11-12.9.A. Apply grades 11-12
Reading standards to literature (e.g.,
"Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-,
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century
foundational works of literature,
including how two or more texts from
the same period treat similar themes or
topics").
W.11-12.9.B. Apply grades 11-12
Reading standards to literary nonfiction
(e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the
reasoning in seminal texts, including the
application of constitutional principles
and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S.
Supreme Court Case majority opinions
and dissents] and the premises,
purposes, and arguments in works of
public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist,
presidential addresses]").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
· Analyze in writing how multiple texts examine similar
themes or how multiple themes in one text contribute to a
larger theme
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time
frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time frames
for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences



· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time frames
into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that incorporates
research, reflection, and revision

Unit 4 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 4 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a
range of collaborative discussions (one on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 11
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL11-12.1.A. Come to discussions
prepared, having read and researched
material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence
from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful,
well reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1.B. Collaborate with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions
and decision making, set clear goals and
assessments (e.g., student-developed
rubrics), and establish individual roles
as needed.
SL.11-12.1.C. Propel conversations by
posing and responding to questions that
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a
hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and
promote divergent and creative
perspectives.
SL.11.12.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to
diverse perspectives; synthesize
comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve
contradictions when possible; and
determine what additional information
or research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and
teacher-led discussions
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in polite and democratic discussions and
decision-making activities.
· Self monitor the work and assign specific tasks as
needed
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· discuss and question the argument and evidence
· Make certain that a variety of possible arguments have
been heard
· Respond thoughtfully
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with ideas
and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas as
well as through reflection and evaluation of others’
comments

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse formats and media
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in
order to make informed decisions and solve
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of
each source and noting any discrepancies among the
data.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of information
in diverse formats and media
· Utilize multiple sources of information in order to
make decisions
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each source



SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas,
word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if any of
the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Move from passive listener to active participant
· Consider and assess the speaker, argument,
organization, diction, and tone
· Use evidence from sources/text to prove fallibility in
speaker’s reasoning

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.
The content, organization, development, and style
are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if any of
the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Use evidence from sources/text to prove fallibility in
speaker’s reasoning
· Engage as an active listener and participant
· Consider and assess the speaker, argument,
organization, diction, and tone

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g.,
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding
of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.

· Engage audience and enhance their understanding of
findings, reasoning, and evidence by incorporating digital
media such as textual, graphical, audio, visual, or
interactive elements

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts
and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English as necessary

Unit 4 Language Standards Unit 4 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions
of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

L.11-12.1. A. Apply the understanding
that usage is a matter of convention, can
change over time, and is sometimes
contested.

· Recognize and use appropriate grammar and usage in
writing and speaking
· Understand that language and appropriate usage
changes
· Utilize reference materials to help maintain
appropriate grammar and usage dependent on the audience
and situation

L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions
of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

L.11-12.2.A. Observe hyphenation
conventions.
L.11-12.2.B. Spell correctly.

· Adhere to appropriate writing conventions including
capitalization, punctuation including hyphens, and spelling

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to
· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations



understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or
style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or
listening.

L.11-12.3.A. Vary syntax for effect; apply
an understanding of syntax to the study of
complex texts.

· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend more
fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and editing a
work
· Write using a variety of different syntaxes

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.11-12.4.A. Use context (e.g., the
overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph,
or text; a word’s position or function in a
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.
L.11-12.4.B. Identify and correctly use
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
L.11-12.4.C. Consult general and
specialized reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation
of a word or determine or clarify its
precise meaning, its part of speech, its
etymology, or its standard usage.
L.11-12.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and roots to
understand variations of word forms and patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word meanings
and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

L.11-12.5.A. Interpret figures of speech
(e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and
analyze their role in the text.
L.11-12.5.B. Analyze nuances in the
meaning of words with similar
denotations.

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative language
within a text, particularly hyperbole and paradox
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of words
with similar definitions (ex: saunter and walk)

L.11-12.6:  Acquire and use accurately
grade-appropriate general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from content-specific
written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words and
domain-specific words into reading, writing, speaking, and
listening at the college and career readiness level



Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology

Unit Objectives:
-Analyze, evaluate, and predict the effectiveness of an educated population.
-Analyze the effect of positive and negative philosophical ideologies on human health.
-Craft a positive philosophical mission statement.
-Analyze and overcome obstacles that impede oral expression.
-Analyze and synthesize trends that affect audience consumption.
- Research a contemporary issue found in any text covered this year.



- Present a speech on a contemporary issue.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Novels:
- Burning Bright
- How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents
- The House on Mango Street
- A Place to Stand
- The Last Lecture
- The Road
- Educated
- Americanah
- We Beat the Streets (GS)

Plays:
- Fences
- Brighton Beach Memoirs

Short Stories:
- “Where Are You Going, Where Have You

Been”
- “Rules of the Game”

Poetry and Song:
- This is America - Childish Gambino
- Party in the USA - Miley Cyrus
- Burning Man - Dierks Bentley
- Refrigerator Door - Luke Combs
- Forgetfulness - Billy Collins
- Heaven and Ketchup - Mark Halliday
- Butter - Elizabeth Alexander
- Freedom of Speech - Rupi Kaur
- The Road Not Taken - Robert Frost

*The above list of suggestions can be modified to
teacher and student choice.

Purdue Owl: Research Paper
Scaffolding Methods for Research Writing
Writing an Outline
Works Cited Page
6 Ways to Differentiate Research Paper Lessons
Lessons on Avoiding Plagiarism
Blog: The Daring English Teacher: Teaching the
Research Paper Pt1
Blog: The Daring English Teacher: Teaching the
Research Paper Pt2
Blog: The Daring English Teacher: Teaching the
Research Paper Pt3
Research Paper Organizer
Creative Ways to Teach the Research Paper
Teacher’s Guide to the Research Paper
College and Career Research Project
Career and College Research Project
NEA: Burning Bright

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and Formative:



specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction
Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify

❏Link It! Diagnostic
❏ Reader/Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
❏ At least two timed writing tasks modeling text
dependent questions
❏ Students using various approaches to literary
theory / literary criticism lenses as they read
independently and collaboratively, including
application of multiple critical lenses to the
interpretation of literary texts (ALSO SEE UNITS
2-3). ❏ Students extending Units 1-2 literary and
rhetorical analysis skills (i.e., text citations
supporting interpretation of two or more themes or
arguments in relation to various aspects of the
author’s craft), with special attention to:

● analyzing how two or more themes or
arguments interact and build on one another to
produce a complex account ; 

● expressing relevant connections between what
the text states explicitly and reasonable
inferences drawn from what the text implies,
including addressing ambiguities and
uncertainties within the text ; and 

● analyzing how the author’s choices
concerning how to structure specific parts of
a text contribute to its  overall meaning 
 as well as its aesthetic and/or persuasive
impact. 

❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or
graphic representations to demonstrate their analysis
of cases in which grasping the point of view and 
purpose of the author, narrator, or character requires
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, 
hyperbole, understatement, etc) as well as
determining the various tones and attitudes
reflected in the language, considering the  impact
of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including words with multiple meanings (e.g.,
denotative vs. connotative, literal vs. figurative, etc) 
or language that is particularly fresh, engaging,
artistically beautiful, and/or rhetorically effective.
❏ Students writing research-based argumentative /
persuasive texts advancing their own position( s)
while synthesizing the argumentative claims and
counterclaims of others as well as relevant supporting
evidence and information in relation to substantive



written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

topics (which may include college- and/or
career-related topics), including:

● introducing and explaining the significance of
a precise, knowledgeable,  overall thesis
claim; 

● using valid, logically sequenced reasoning 
with a formal style and tone; 

● providing the most relevant, fair, and
thorough evidence of supporting  claim(s) and
counterclaim(s) to point out their strengths
and limitations while anticipating the
audience’s possible knowledge level,
concerns, values, and biases; and 

● providing a concluding statement or section
that logically follows from  the claims and
evidence presented to support the argument. 

❏ Students developing and strengthening their
writing by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
trying a new approach, and/or consulting a style
manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience while using technology and the
Internet to  produce, share, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing
feedback, including new arguments, information, or
stylistic  adjustments.
❏ Individual students, learning partners, or groups
collaborating to present  various positions or research
findings together in a multi-sided public speaking
discussion, video, oral history, debate, or poster
presentation format (  eg, similar to an academic or
professional conference).

See the links below for suggested tasks.
❏ 50  Alternatives to the Book Report

❏ 40  Alternatives to the Formative Assessment

❏ 25  Reading - Graphic Organizers

❏ 10  Writing - Graphic Organizers

❏  READING RESPONSE: Fiction & Non-Fictio n

Summative:

Write a research-based argumentative paper or
speech incorporating rhetorical strategies  to present
your own position(s) in relation to a substantive
topic (which may include a college- and/or
career-related topic) a nd respond to the claims,



counterclaims, and evidence provided within at least
3-5 different high-quality sources relevant to that
topic, including at least 2-3 argumentative /
persuasive nonfiction texts and at least 1-2
informational / explanatory texts. This project might
also be produced as a blog or video based on a script
you develop, including all appropriate citations and
works cited listings, and may include a
community-service component pertaining to your
topic and research findings.

AND / OR

Prepare a public-speaking presentation or video
utilizing effective rhetorical strategies to present your
own position(s) in response to a substantive
self-generated question or as a solution to a problem,
incorporating at least 1-3 personal interviews / oral
histories (including written permission by the
interview subject(s) to use the material with proper
credit in an academic context)  as well as ideas and
information from  at least 1 argumentative /
persuasive nonfiction text and at least 1
informational / explanatory text , avoiding plagiarism
and overreliance on any one source and following a
standard format for citation. This project may include
a community-service component pertaining to your
topic and research findings.

Common Summative Assessment:
Public Speaking Presentation

Teachers may apply multiple approaches to learning
and assessment, such as
❏ Project-Based Learning (PBL)
❏ Problem-Based Learning
❏ Standards-Based Grading (SBG)


