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Philosophy, Mission and Vision

Philosophy:
We foster a love of literature through close reading that encourages all students to read, write, speak, listen
and think critically. The function of the study of literature in the Toms River high schools is to help create
better human beings who understand the relevance of literature to our lives and to connect students to our
humanity so that they may become more empathetic human beings who are connected to their communities.

Vision:
Our instruction goes beyond the text and aligns literature with all the other disciplines.  Students go beyond
simply reading a text and are able to analyze literature through a variety of literary lenses (including literary
criticism and reader response theory).
Students become confident, and ethical readers, writers, speakers and listeners who achieve at their highest
potential.

Mission:
...to instill in ALL students a desire to read and an understanding of the importance of literature, to instill in
 ALL students the necessary skills for success and the understanding of their worth, to instill in  All students
an understanding of the value of  all human lives and a respect for differences, through safe, intellectually
rigorous spaces that cultivate a mindset that questions everything, and develops a curiosity about the world.

Course description and/or program overview: The Toms River Regional High School’s English Department
is designed to encourage all students to reach their fullest potential in their English classes.  We hope to develop
all students in their ability to read, write, think, speak and listen critically, not just in English class but in life.
Our courses focus on developing a love of reading in our students and their own authentic voice in their writing.
We also work to develop information literacy so our students are able to navigate the constant influx of news
and information in their daily lives.  Courses approach all students as researchers and research opportunities are
woven into all units of study.  Finally, we foster the mindset that research is something we pursue regularly in
every course of study.  Students are given the opportunity for regular independent reading, journaling in their
reader’s and writer’s notebook, as well as talking about texts with their teachers and peers.  Students read
regularly and deeply across all genres so that they can achieve the highest levels of fluency, stamina and
comprehension in their reading.  All of our English classrooms with redesigned curricula have in-class libraries
to support growing our students as readers and communicators.  Our courses use a common language for close
reading, which is developed over the course of their experience in our program.  We offer Advanced Placement,
Honors, CP, and General Studies English courses in grade 12.



UNITS PACING GUIDE

Unit 1: British Literature
Foundations: Corruption and
Heroism Throughout the Ages

45 days

Unit 2: Representations of Women
in British and World Literature

45 days

Unit 3: Humanity and Human
Nature in British Literature

45 days

Unit 4: Literature and Beyond: The
Changing Face of Discourse in
Society

45 days



Unit 1 Overview: British Literature Foundations
Corruption and Heroism Throughout the Ages

Unit Summary:
From the beginning of the oral tradition to modern times, people have used stories as a tool to both process
and reveal the evils which they are surrounded by, while at the same time seeking heroes to combat the
corruption they endure. In doing so, people have sought to define heroism and corruption and their role in
society and the self. The idea of a hero has changed shape throughout history, beginning with the premise that
a hero is all good and evolving into the idea that a hero is one who first attempts to overcome his or her own
inner darkness, in order to then battle darkness within the world around them. Maya Angelou once said, “I
think a hero is any person really intent on making this a better place for all people.” Part of differentiating
between a hero and a villain is determining what, exactly, makes the world a better place, and from whose
perspective.

Enduring Understandings:
Societal, political, and religious corruption mold the perception of the hero in British Literature.
The changing role of women in society seen through the literature.
As culture evolves and changes, so, too, do the ideas and ideals of a hero.
The representation of heroes within a culture’s literature reveals the perceived weaknesses and needs in that
culture.

Essential Questions:
How does British literature reveal societal, political, and religious corruption throughout history?
What are the roles of women in the Anglo-Saxon society and Medieval society?
How does the presence of corruption create the need for heroism?
How does the portrayal of heroes in literature reflect the values of the culture it represents? (Marvel/ modern
heroes)
How has the concept of the hero changed throughout history?
How does the literary canon reveal a lack of heroic representations for marginalized people within a culture?

Standards

Unit 1 Grade 12

Unit 1 Reading Standards Unit 1 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.11.12.1. Cite strong
and thorough textual
evidence and make

RI.11-12.1. Accurately
cite strong and
thorough textual

· Make personal connections, connections to other
texts, and/or global/historical connections when relevant
· Analyze the text and identify explicit and implicit
textual evidence



relevant connections to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn
from the text, including
determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

evidence, (e.g., via
discussion, written
response, etc.), to
support analysis of
what the text says
explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from
the text, including
determining where the
text leaves matters
uncertain.

· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Cite evidence and use  direct quotes, paraphrase,
objectively summarize (free of personal bias)
· Draw inferences using implicit and explicit text
evidence

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from the
text
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how they contribute to the meaning
of the text
· Identify the moments where the author is
inconclusive  or uncertain and allows the reader to draw
conclusions based on textual evidence

RL.11-12.2. Determine
two or more themes or
central ideas of a text and
analyze their development
over the course of the text,
including how they interact
and build on one another to
produce a complex
account, and provide an
objective summary of the
text.

RI.11-12.2. Determine
two or more central
ideas of a text and
analyze their
development and how
they interact to provide
a complex analysis;
provide an objective
summary of the text.

· Determine two or more themes or central ideas in a
text
· Recognize supporting details for themes/central
ideas
· Analyze themes/central ideas as it develops over the
course of the text
· Make inferences through the use of details, word
choice, and literary elements regarding the thematic
development
· Use the text to draw conclusions
· Examine how the interaction of themes/central
ideas create the overall meaning of the text ( and
provides depth and dimension)
· Construct an objective summary of the textExamine
how the interaction of themes creates the overall
meaning of the text ( and provides depth and dimension
and complexity)

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the
impact of the author’s
choices regarding how to
develop and relate
elements of a story or
drama (e.g., where a story
is set, how the action is
ordered, how the
characters are introduced
and developed).

RI.11-12.3. Analyze a
complex set of ideas or
sequence of events and
explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or
events interact and
develop over the
course of the text.

RL.11-12.3:
· Identify and analyze the choices made by the author
including the choice of setting, plot organization and
development, characterization and character interaction
· Explain how the order in which each is presented in
the text impacts the overall text
· Analyze those choices as they pertain to the overall
story

RI.11-12.3:
· Identify and analyze the structure and sequence
(chronological, spatial, compare/contrast, etc) of the text
· Explain why the structure of the text is ordered as it
is



· Explain how the choices of text structure impact the
meaning of the text

RL.11-12.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
the text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone, including words with
multiple meanings or
language that is
particularly fresh,
engaging, or beautiful.
(e.g., Shakespeare as well
as other authors.)

RI.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in a text,
including figurative,
connotative, and
technical meanings;
analyze how an author
uses and refines the
meaning of a key term
or terms over the
course of a text (e.g.,
how Madison defines
faction in Federalist
No. 10).

· Assess figurative meaning
· Assess connotative meaning
· Determine and evaluate technical meaning (jargon)
· Identify tone of text
· Explain how specific diction creates tone
· Explain how the tone supports the themes as well as
the overall meaning of the text

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a
case in which grasping
point of view requires
distinguishing what is
directly stated in a text
from what is really meant
(e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony,
or understatement).

RI.11-12.6. Determine
an author’s point of
view or purpose in a
text in which the
rhetoric is particularly
effective, analyzing
how style and content
contribute to the
power, persuasiveness,
or beauty of the text.

RL.11-12.6:
· Identify and assess the point of view
· Determine what the text literally and figuratively
states
· Determine what the text actually means,
considering satire, sarcasm, irony, and understatement
· Explain the difference between the literal and the
actual meaning as it pertains to the author’s purpose

RI.11-12.6:
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose.
· Focus on both how the text is written and what the
text is about
· Explain how and why the author has made those
rhetorical decisions and how and why that contributes to
the overall effectiveness of the text

Unit 1 Writing Standards Unit 1 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

W.11-12.2.A. Introduce a topic; organize
complex ideas, concepts, and information
so that each new element builds on that
which precedes it to create a unified

· Effectively select, organize, and analyze content
· Determine how many facts, definitions, details,
quotations and other information are needed
· Use sources that are appropriate to task, audience,
and purpose Supply evidence in order to inform the
audience
· Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes
· Examine and communicate complex ideas,



whole; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
W.11-12.2.B. Develop the topic thoroughly
by selecting the most significant and
relevant facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples appropriate to
the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
W.11-12.2.C. Use appropriate and varied
transitions and syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and
clarify the relationships among complex
ideas and concepts.
W.11-12.2.D. Use precise language,
domain-specific vocabulary, and
techniques such as metaphor, simile, and
analogy to manage the complexity of the
topic.
W.11-12.2.E. Establish and maintain a
style and tone appropriate to the audience
and purpose (e.g. formal and objective for
academic writing) while attending to the
norms and conventions of the discipline in
which they are writing.
W.11-12.2.F. Provide a concluding
paragraph or section that follows from and
supports the information or explanation
presented (e.g., articulating implications or
the significance of the topic).

concepts, or information clearly and accurately
· Develop a topic
· Introduce a topic by arranging ideas, concepts, and
information to show interrelationships
· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task Focus on syntax as it creates
effective writing
· Choose a formal style and objective tone

· Choose precise words, domain-specific vocabulary,
and figurative language, such as similes, metaphors, and
analogies
· Incorporate analysis of textual evidence to further
content
· Format effectively
· Organize graphics
· Provide multimedia when useful
· Use transitions and syntax to link together the major
sections of the text
· Write a concluding paragraph or section that
supports the information presented

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· Determine writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience (intended
reader) appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style
· Understand how structure, style and rhetorical
devices convey the purpose of writing

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as
MLA or APA Style),focusing on addressing what is
most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

· Create and utilize appropriate planning templates
· Understand and practice revision techniques
· Comprehend writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience
· Determine what details and/or information is most
appropriate for a specific purpose
· Understand writing as a process rather than a
product



W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, and update individual or shared writing
products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products for feedback
· Assess feedback from peers
· Adapt writing according to feedback
· Respond to ongoing feedback utilizing digital
software

W.11-12.7. (*Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions when
appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information from a
variety of sources, achieving a new insight
· Evaluate multiple sources and their content

W.11-12.8. (*Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose,
and audience; integrate information into the text
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA
Style Manuals).

· Gather grade level appropriate print and digital
information
· Consider the sources in terms of task, audience, and
purpose
· Assess the validity of each source as it pertains to
the specific task, purpose and audience
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize a variety of sources, not depending on one
specific source
· Consider how the use of sources contributes to the
overall flow of the piece
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA, APA,
etc.)

W.11-12.9. (*Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.11-12.9.A. Apply grades 11-12 Reading
standards to literature (e.g., "Demonstrate
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century foundational works
of literature, including how two or more
texts from the same period treat similar
themes or topics").
W.11-12.9.B Apply grades 11-12 Reading
standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
"Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in
seminal texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal
reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research
· Analyze in writing how multiple texts examine
similar themes or how multiple themes in one text
contribute to a larger theme
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research



Case majority opinions and dissents] and
the premises, purposes, and arguments in
works of public advocacy [e.g., The
Federalist, presidential addresses]").

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 1 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 1 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a
range of collaborative discussions (one on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL11-12.1.A. Come to discussions
prepared, having read and researched
material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence
from texts and other research on the topic
or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well
reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1.B. Collaborate with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions and
decision making, set clear goals and
assessments (e.g., student-developed
rubrics), and establish individual roles as
needed.
SL.11-12.1.C. Propel conversations by
posing and responding to questions that
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a
hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge
ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives.
SL.11.12.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to
diverse perspectives; synthesize comments,
claims, and evidence made on all sides of
an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional
information or research is required to
deepen the investigation or complete the
task.

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and
teacher-led discussions
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions
in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in polite and democratic discussions and
decision-making activities.
· Self monitor the work and assign specific tasks as
needed
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· discuss and question the argument and evidence
· Make certain that a variety of possible arguments
have been heard
· Respond thoughtfully
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with
ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas as
well as through reflection and evaluation of others’
comments
· Incorporate new synthesized ideas into discussion



SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any
discrepancies among the data.

· Listen to and assess multiple sources of information
in diverse formats and media
· Utilize multiple sources of information in order to
make decisions
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each source

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice,
points of emphasis, and tone used.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if any
of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Use evidence from sources/text to prove fallibility
in speaker’s reasoning
· Engage as an active listener and participant
· Consider and assess the speaker, argument,
organization, diction, and tone

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.
The content, organization, development, and style are
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and distinct perspective on a topic
or issue and amass evidence to support that perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Differentiate and critique opposing viewpoints
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in a
style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English

Unit 1 Language Standards Unit 1 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

L.11-12.1. A. Apply the understanding that
usage is a matter of convention, can
change over time, and is sometimes
contested.

· Utilize and incorporate appropriate grammar and
usage in writing and speaking
· Understand that language and appropriate usage
changes
· Utilize reference materials to help maintain
appropriate grammar and usage dependent on the
audience and situation

L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

L.11-12.2.A. Observe hyphenation
conventions.

· Adhere to appropriate writing conventions
including capitalization, punctuation including hyphens,
and spelling



L.11-12.2.B. Spell correctly.

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

L.11-12.3.A. Vary syntax for effect; apply
an understanding of syntax to the study of
complex texts.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend more
fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and editing
a work
· Write using a variety of task-appropriate syntaxes

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.11-12.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as
a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.11-12.4.B. Identify and correctly use
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g.,
conceive, conception, conceivable).
L.11-12.4.C. Consult general and
specialized reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of
a word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology,
or its standard usage.
L.11-12.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and roots
to understand variations of word forms and patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

L.11-12.5.A. Interpret figures of speech
(e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and
analyze their role in the text.
L.11-12.5.B. Analyze nuances in the
meaning of words with similar denotations.

· Analyze and evaluate the use of figurative language
within a text, particularly hyperbole and paradox
· Analyze and validate slight differences in the
meanings of words with similar definitions (ex: saunter
and walk)

L.11-12.6:  Acquire and use accurately
grade-appropriate general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary
knowledge when considering a word or phrase

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words
and domain-specific words into reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career



important to comprehension or expression. readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology

Unit Objectives:
Interpret Anglo-Saxon and Medieval societies as foundations for modern society
Determine the characteristics of both hero and villain in literature
Identify how corruption is reflected within a text



Identify how corruption may or may not be corrected by a hero
Identify the underlying struggle of what is perceived to be “good vs evil”
Determine in what ways a hero is based upon perspective
Analyze similarities and differences between corrupt characters and heroes within a text and across multiple
texts
Apply students’ understanding of corruption and heroes to current society and their own life experiences

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Novels:
-Grendel-John Gardner
-Canterbury Tales-Geoffrey Chaucer
-Frankenstein-Mary Shelley
-Alice in Wonderland-Lewis Carroll
-Siddhartha-Hermann Hesse
-Their Eyes Were Watching God-Zora Neale Hurston

Plays:
- Macbeth-William Shakespeare
-Hamlet-William Shakespeare
-Othello-William Shakespeare

Short Stories:
-Sir Gawain and the Green Knight-Gawain Poet
-King Arthur
-Mythology

Poetry/Songs:
-Beowulf
-Paradise Lost-John Milton
-The Ballads
-The Rime of the Ancient Mariner-Samuel Taylor
Coleridge
-”Hero”- Mariah Carey
-”Holding Out for a Hero”- Bonnie Tyler
-Hero-Worship- Amy Lowell

CommonLit
Project Gutenberg
Purdue Writing Lab
Critical Approaches to Literature
English Literature-Britannica
Heroes and Heroines in British Literature
Joseph Campbell’s Heroic Journey:

● stages of the heroic journey
● archetypes

Teen Heroes
Article: “What is Shadow Work?”
Song: Hero- Mariah Carey

Holding Out for a Hero- Bonnie Tyler
Alice in Wonderland full text
Siddhartha PDF
Their Eyes Were Watching God PDF
Frankenstein PDF
Anglo Saxon Webquest
Beowulf Site
Grendel Excerpt
Women in Anglo Saxon Society
Video: British Literature Unit-Anglo-Saxons
Chivalry and Courtly Love
Video: General Prologue of The Canterbury Tales in
Middle English, lines 1-42
Teaching Lower Level Level Students Shakespeare
Throne of Blood
Women in Shakespeare's Plays
Elizabethan Language
Online Macbeth
Macbeth Audio Act I
Macbeth Audio Act II
Macbeth Audio Act III
Macbeth Audio Act IV
Macbeth Audio Act V

Hamlet Online Text
Hamlet Audiobook



Great Chain of Being
Women in Hamlet
Hamlet's Lion King Connection: Video

Movies:
Sully
Star Wars
Percey Jackson
Disney movies
Marvel movies

Documentaries:
Myths and Monsters- Netflix series
What Makes a Hero- BBC documentary
Heroes: The Story of the FIFA Women’s World Cup
(2015)

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for

Formative assessment informs instruction and is
ongoing throughout a unit to determine how students
are progressing against the standards.

❏ Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a
minimum of 5 hours per week outside of school
❏ Reader/Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
❏ At least two timed writing tasks modeling text
dependent questions
❏ Students using various approaches to literary
theory / literary criticism lenses as they read
independently and collaboratively (ALSO SEE
UNITS 2-3).
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or
graphic representations analyzing the development
and interaction of two or more themes within each
literary work in relationship to author’s craft (ie:
through the author’s use of settings, plot
development, character development, narrative point
of view, and language to create literal, connotative,
and figurative levels of meaning as well as various
tones, irony, satire, ambiguity / uncertainty, etc).
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or
graphic representations analyzing the development
and interaction of two or more concepts, events,
and/or individuals within each informational /
explanatory / analytical text in relation to author’s
craft (ie: through the author’s use of rhetorical
strategies, structure, and language to convey



reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

denotative, connotative, and figurative levels of
meaning, including determination of the author’s
point of view and purpose).
❏ Students incorporate accurate, strong, and
thorough citation of and relevant connections
between what the text states explicitly and reasonable
inferences drawn from what the text implies, as well
as ambiguities and uncertainties within the text,
specifically identifying the development of the hero.
❏ Students writing informational / explanatory /
analytic texts that organize
complex ideas into a unified whole including an
effective introduction / thesis and conclusion
supported by significant, relevant information with
cohesive, logical transitions and sophisticated,
complex language appropriate to the task, purpose,
and audience.
❏ Socratic circle discussions in which students share
and defend their
interpretations of the text(s) being considered.

50 Alternatives to the Book Report
40 Alternatives to the Formative Assessment
25 Reading Graphic Organizers
10 Writing Graphic Organizers
Reading Response: Fiction and Non-Fiction

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students
to demonstrate mastery of the skills taught during a
particular unit.
Write a literary analysis essay on at least two literary
works you read this marking period addressing the
interaction and development of two or more themes
over the course of each work; the author’s use of
settings, plot development, character
development, and narrative point of view; the use of
language to create literal,
connotative, and figurative levels of meaning, tone,
irony, satire; etc.

AND / OR

Research and write an essay analyzing the
development of a hero within the society he or she is
representative of.  Using one piece of literature from
this marking period, research heroes from two
additional cultures and discuss how the cultural
values are reflected in both the actions of the hero
and the hero’s motivation.



❏ Various projects designed to specifically
demonstrate understanding and application
of the concepts and principles of this unit. This will
be a performance based assessment that
is student driven. For example:
❏ students might research and present 3-way /
multi-sided debates
❏ Debate Formats
❏ visual presentations reflecting multiple
perspectives on specific themes from the
unit, eg:
❏ Collage
❏ Original Artwork (photography)
❏ Venn diagrams
❏ Multi-section charts
❏ Tri-fold posters
❏ rewrite a scene or chapters from a different
perspective
Teachers may apply multiple approaches to learning
and assessment, such as
Project-Based Learning (PBL)
Problem Based Learning

Benchmark Assessments:
Common Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternative Assessments:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits
Presentations
Small group reading and writing conferences



Unit 2: Overview
Representations of Women in British and World Literature

Unit Summary:
Women have played a key role in shaping British and World Literature. This unit will examine how the roles
of women have functioned in a variety of literary works. In examining the roles of women in literature and
how they have developed over time, students will be able to better understand women’s changing and often
conflicting roles in literature. Students will also examine how public and private lives shape characters in a
literary work, and specifically how they function for women.

Enduring Understandings:
Women have been represented in a variety of ways in British and World Literature both as authors of literary
works, protagonists of literary works and a variety of important supporting roles in literary works.
Language plays an important role in defining how women are represented in literary works.
Over time women have been represented in a variety of ways.
Public and private lives of female authors/characters can often be in conflict with one another.

Essential Questions:
How have women been represented in British and World Literature?
What is the rhetoric that is used to characterize women in British and World Literature?
How have the representations of women in British and World Literature changed over time?
What are public vs. private lives and why are they important in understanding characters in a literary work?

Standards

Unit 2 Grade 12

Unit 2 Reading Standards Unit 2 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.11.12.1. Cite strong
and thorough textual
evidence and make
relevant connections to
support analysis of
what the text says
explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from
the text, including
determining where the

RI.11-12.1. Accurately
cite strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g.,
via discussion, written
response, etc.), to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly
as well as inferences
drawn from the text,
including determining

· Make personal connections, connections to other
texts, and/or global/historical connections when relevant
· Analyze the text and identify explicit and implicit
textual evidence
· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Cite evidence and use  direct quotes, paraphrase,
objectively summarize (free of personal bias)
· Draw inferences using implicit and explicit text
evidence



text leaves matters
uncertain.

where the text leaves
matters uncertain. · Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the

information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from the
text
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how they contribute to the meaning of
the text
· Identify the moments where the author is inconclusive
or uncertain and allows the reader to draw conclusions
based on textual evidence

RL.11-12.2. Determine
two or more themes or
central ideas of a text
and analyze their
development over the
course of the text,
including how they
interact and build on
one another to produce
a complex account, and
provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.11-12.2. Determine
two or more central
ideas of a text and
analyze their
development and how
they interact to provide
a complex analysis;
provide an objective
summary of the text.

· Determine two or more themes or central ideas in a
text
· Recognize supporting details for themes/central ideas
· Analyze themes/central ideas as it develops over the
course of the text
· Make inferences through the use of details, word
choice, and literary elements regarding the thematic
development
· Use the text to draw conclusions
· Examine how the interaction of themes/central ideas
create the overall meaning of the text ( and provides depth
and dimension)
· Construct an objective summary of the text

RL.11-12.3. Analyze
the impact of the
author’s choices
regarding how to
develop and relate
elements of a story or
drama (e.g., where a
story is set, how the
action is ordered, how
the characters are
introduced and
developed).

RI.11-12.3. Analyze a
complex set of ideas or
sequence of events and
explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or
events interact and
develop over the course
of the text.

RL.11-12.3:
· Identify and evaluate the choices made by the author
including the choice of setting, plot organization and
development, characterization and character interaction
· Explain how these choices impact the overall story
· Critique those choices as they pertain to the overall
story

RI.11-12.3:
· Identify and analyze the structure and sequence
(chronological, spatial, compare/contrast, etc) of the text
· Explain why the structure of the text is ordered as it is
· Explain how the choices of text structure impact the
meaning of the text

RL.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in the text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings;
analyze the impact of
specific word choices
on meaning and tone,
including words with

RI.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they are
used in a text, including
figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings;
analyze how an author
uses and refines the
meaning of a key term
or terms over the course

· Assess figurative meaning
· Assess connotative meaning
· Determine and evaluate technical meaning (jargon)
· Identify tone of text
· Explain how specific diction creates tone
· Explain how the tone supports the themes as well as
the overall meaning of the text



multiple meanings or
language that is
particularly fresh,
engaging, or beautiful.
(e.g., Shakespeare as
well as other authors.)

of a text (e.g., how
Madison defines faction
in Federalist No. 10).

RI.11-12.5. Analyze and
evaluate the
effectiveness of the
structure an author uses
in his or her exposition
or argument, including
whether the structure
makes points clear,
convincing, and
engaging.

· Investigate how an author structures the text and
develops ideas
· Analyze how the structure of a text and order of ideas
or claims within it contribute to the overall purpose of the
text and how they are developed and shaped by the larger
text
· Evaluate and hypothesize how the form effectively
follows the function of the text

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a
case in which grasping
point of view requires
distinguishing what is
directly stated in a text
from what is really
meant (e.g., satire,
sarcasm, irony, or
understatement).

RI.11-12.6. Determine
an author’s point of
view or purpose in a
text in which the
rhetoric is particularly
effective, analyzing how
style and content
contribute to the power,
persuasiveness, or
beauty of the text.

RL.11-12.6:
· Identify and assess the point of view
· Determine what the text literally and figuratively
states
· Determine what the text actually means, considering
satire, sarcasm, irony, and understatement
· Explain the difference between the literal and the
actual meaning as it pertains to the author’s purpose

RI.11-12.6:
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose.
· Focus on both how the text is written and what the
text is about
· Explain how and why the author has made those
rhetorical decisions and how and why that contributes to
the overall effectiveness of the text

RI.11-12.7. Integrate
and evaluate multiple
sources of information
presented in different
media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively)
as well as in words in
order to address a
question or solve a
problem.

· Compare, contrast, and assess how various accounts
of a subject are told in multiple mediums
· Analyze how the details emphasized in each account
of a subject told in different mediums affect the overall
message
· Use references to the different media to answer a
question or to solve a problem

RI.11-12.8. Describe
and evaluate the

· Evaluate the rationale used in a text
· Understand and explain how to connects to the
principles determined by the Constitution



reasoning in seminal
U.S. and global texts,
including the
application of
constitutional principles
and use of legal
reasoning (e.g., in U.S.
Supreme Court majority
opinions and dissents)
and the premises,
purposes, and arguments
in works of public
advocacy (e.g., The
Federalist, presidential
addresses).

· Understand and explain how text connects to
established laws and practices
· Determine and explain the idea, reason, and logic
behind public advocacy texts (like a presidential address)
· Express the rationale, content and principles
expressed in each text

RI.11-12.9. Analyze
seventeenth-,
eighteenth-, and
nineteenth-century
foundational U.S.
documents of historical
and literary significance
(including The
Declaration of
Independence, the
Preamble to the
Constitution, the Bill of
Rights, and Lincoln’s
Second Inaugural
Address) for their
themes, purposes, and
rhetorical features,
including primary
source documents
relevant to U.S. and/or
global history.

· Study and evaluate influential U.S. documents
· Identify and explain the themes and purposes,
particularly how they connect
· Identify and explain their rhetorical features such as
diction, imagery, details, figurative language, and syntax

Unit 2 Writing Standards Unit 2 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.11-12.1.A. Introduce precise,
knowledgeable claim(s), establish the
significance of the claim(s), distinguish
the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that
logically sequences claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

· Effectively select, organize, and analyze content
· Use the most relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes Examine and communicate complex
ideas, concepts, or information clearly and accurately
· Determine how many facts, definitions, details,
quotations and other information are needed to effectively
craft an argument
· Use sources that are appropriate to task, audience, and
purpose
· Understand how much evidence is needed to
satisfactorily support a point



W.11-12.1.B. Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims fairly and thoroughly,
supplying the most relevant evidence for
each while pointing out the strengths and
limitations of both in a manner that
anticipates the audience’s knowledge
level, concerns, values, and possible
biases.
W.11-12.1.C. Use words, phrases, and
clauses as well as varied syntax to link
the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships
between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between
claim(s) and counterclaims.
W.11-12.1. D. Establish and maintain a
formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are
writing.
W.11-12.E. Provide a concluding
statement or section that follows from
and supports the argument presented.

· Develop a topic
· Learn how to introduce argument(s) clearly and
accurately with regard to counterclaims
· Understand and establish why the claim is important
· Structure arguments so that there is an association and
correlation between the claim(s), counterclaim(s), reasons,
and evidence
· Treat claims and counterclaims equitably taking into
account what their audience knows as well as what
concerns they might have
· Develop unity and consistency in writing with words
and structure, paying attention to the relationships created
between the claims, counterclaims, evidence, and reason
· Maintain an appropriate style and tone for the task,
omitting personal bias
· Consider and anticipate the audience’s education,
beliefs, and feelings about the subject
· Choose precise words and domain-specific
vocabulary
· Introduce a topic arranging ideas, concepts, and
information to show interrelationships
· Format effectively
· Organize graphics and provide multimedia when
useful
· Use transitions to link together the major sections of
the text
· Use varied syntax
· Choose a formal style and objective tone
· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task
· Write a concluding statement that supports the
information presented

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· Define writing task type and its organizational
structure
· Define and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience (intended reader)
appropriately
· Distinguish and utilize appropriate style
· Understand how structure, style and rhetorical devices
convey the purpose of writing

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as
MLA or APA Style),focusing on addressing what is
most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

· Create and utilize planning templates
· Understand and practice revision techniques
· Comprehend writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience
· Determine what details and/or information is most
appropriate for a specific purpose
· Understand writing as a process rather than a product



W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback,
including new arguments or information.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products for feedback
· Assess feedback from peers
· Adapt writing according to feedback
· Respond to ongoing feedback utilizing digital
software

W.11-12.7. (*Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject
under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions when
appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information from a variety
of sources, achieving a new insight
· Evaluate multiple sources and understand their
content

W.11-12.8. (*Choice) Gather relevant information
from multiple authoritative print and digital sources,
using advanced searches effectively; assess the
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of
the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas,
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one
source and following a standard format for citation
(MLA or APA Style Manuals).

· Gather grade level appropriate print and digital
information
· Consider the sources in terms of task, audience, and
purpose
· Assess the validity of each source as it pertains to the
specific task, purpose and audience
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize a variety of sources, not depending on one
specific source
· Consider how the use of sources contributes to the
overall flow of the piece
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA, APA,
etc.)

W.11-12.9. (*Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.11-12.9.A. Apply grades 11-12
Reading standards to literature (e.g.,
"Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-,
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century
foundational works of literature,
including how two or more texts from
the same period treat similar themes or
topics").
W.11-12.9.B Apply grades 11-12
Reading standards to literary nonfiction
(e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the
reasoning in seminal texts, including the

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research
· Analyze in writing how multiple texts examine
similar themes or how multiple themes in one text
contribute to a larger theme
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research
· Apply evidence to discussion and writing



application of constitutional principles
and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S.
Supreme Court Case majority opinions
and dissents] and the premises, purposes,
and arguments in works of public
advocacy [e.g., The Federalist,
presidential addresses]").

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time
frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time frames
for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time frames
into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that incorporates
research, reflection, and revision

Unit 2 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 2 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a
range of collaborative discussions (one on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 12
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL11-12.1.A. Come to discussions
prepared, having read and researched
material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence
from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful,
well reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1.B. Collaborate with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions
and decision making, set clear goals and
assessments (e.g., student-developed
rubrics), and establish individual roles as
needed.
SL.11-12.1.C. Propel conversations by
posing and responding to questions that
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a
hearing for a full range of positions on a
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and
promote divergent and creative
perspectives.
SL.11.12.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to
diverse perspectives; synthesize
comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve
contradictions when possible; and

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and
teacher-led discussions
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in polite and democratic discussions and
decision-making activities.
· Self monitor the work and assign specific tasks as
needed
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· discuss and question the argument and evidence
· Make certain that a variety of possible arguments
have been heard
· Respond thoughtfully
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with
ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas as
well as through reflection and evaluation of others’
comments



determine what additional information or
research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.

· Incorporate new synthesized ideas into discussion

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating
the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting
any discrepancies among the data.

· Listen to and assess multiple sources of information
in diverse formats and media
· Utilize multiple sources of information in order to
make decisions
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each source

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice,
points of emphasis, and tone used.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if any
of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Use evidence from sources/text to prove fallibility in
speaker’s reasoning
· Engage as an active listener and participant
· Consider and assess the speaker, argument,
organization, diction, and tone

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.
The content, organization, development, and style are
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and distinct perspective on a topic
or issue and amass evidence to support that perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Differentiate and critique opposing viewpoints
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in a
style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g.,
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding
of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.

· Consider, determine and apply the most strategic use
of digital media
· Engage audience and enhance their understanding of
findings, reasoning, and evidence by incorporating digital
media such as textual, graphical, audio, visual, or
interactive elements

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

· Assess and adapt speech delivery to audience and
purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English

Unit 2 Language Standards Unit 2 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions
· Utilize and incorporate appropriate grammar and



of standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.

L.11-12.1. A. Apply the understanding
that usage is a matter of convention, can
change over time, and is sometimes
contested.

usage in writing and speaking
· Understand that language and appropriate usage
changes
· Utilize reference materials to help maintain
appropriate grammar and usage dependent on the audience
and situation

L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions
of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

L.11-12.2.A. Observe hyphenation
conventions.
L.11-12.2.B. Spell correctly.

· Adhere to appropriate writing conventions including
capitalization, punctuation including hyphens, and spelling

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to
understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or
style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or
listening.

L.11-12.3.A. Vary syntax for effect; apply
an understanding of syntax to the study of
complex texts.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend more
fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and editing a
work
· Write using a variety of task-appropriate syntaxes

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.11-12.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text;
a word’s position or function in a
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.
L.11-12.4.B. Identify and correctly use
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
L.11-12.4.C. Consult general and
specialized reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation
of a word or determine or clarify its
precise meaning, its part of speech, its
etymology, or its standard usage.
L.11-12.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and roots
to understand variations of word forms and patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word meanings
and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words



L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

L.11-12.5.A. Interpret figures of speech
(e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and
analyze their role in the text.
L.11-12.5.B. Analyze nuances in the
meaning of words with similar
denotations.

· Analyze and evaluate the use of figurative language
within a text, particularly hyperbole and paradox
· Analyze and validate slight differences in the
meanings of words with similar definitions (ex: saunter
and walk)

L.11-12.6:  Acquire and use accurately
grade-appropriate general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words and
domain-specific words into reading, writing, speaking, and
listening at the college and career readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
Examine various representations of women in British and World Literature.
Examine the rhetoric used to characterize women in British and World Literature.
Chart the consistent representations of women in British and World Literature over time.
Chart the changing representations of women in British and World Literature over time.
Compare and contrast the representations of women over time in selected literary works.
Examine public and private personas of female authors and characters in selected literary works.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Novels:
-The Handmaid’s Tale-Margaret Atwood
-Frankenstein-Mary Shelley
-Jane Eyre-Charlotte Bronte
-The Joy Luck Club-Amy Tan
-Harry Potter and Sorcerer’s Stone-J.K. Rowling
-The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks-Rebecca
Skloot
-Sula-Toni Morrison
-The Awakening-Kate Chopin
-How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents-Julia
Alvarez
-Alice in Wonderland-Lewis Carroll
-I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education
and Was Shot by the Taliban-Malala Yousafzai
-Persepolis I and II-Marjane Satrapi
-A Thousand Splendid Suns-Khaled Hosseini

Plays (specifically roles of women in these
Shakespearean dramas):
-Macbeth-William Shakespeare
-Othello-William Shakespeare
-Hamlet-William Shakespeare
-Medea-Euripides

Explanation of feminist literary criticism/theory
Patriarchal Society Defined According to Feminism
Types of Feminism Defined
NPR interview with the author of The Immortal Life
of Henrietta Lacks- 37 min
Article: “Harry Potter and the Problem of Under-
Representation of Women”“Consent- It’s Simple as
Tea”- Video 2.49 min
Frankenstein Audiobook
Frankenstein PDF
Jane Eyre pdf of novel
The Joy Luck Club PDF
The Awakening Full Text-Project Gutenberg
Alice in Wonderland full text
I Am Malala PDF
Persepolis PDF
Hamlet Full Text
Video Clip: To Be or Not To Be Speech
Macbeth Full Text
Video Clip: Is This a Dagger?
Othello Full Text
Video Clip: Put Money in thy Purse
Medea Full Text
The Courtship of Mr Lyon
Wife of Bath's Tale
The Story of an Hour PDF



Short Stories:
-The Wife of Bath’s Tale from The Canterbury
Tales-Geoffrey Chaucer
-The Story of an Hour-Kate Chopin
-A Cup of Tea- Katherine Mansfield
-Recitatif-Toni Morrison
-Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?-Joyce
Carol Oates
-The Courtship of Mr Lyon from The Bloody
Chamber-Angela Carter
-Desiree’s Baby-Kate Chopin
-Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self-Alice
Walker
-If Men Could Menstruate-Gloria Steinem

Poetry/Songs:
-How Do I Love Thee? -Elizabeth Barrett Browning
-Sonnet 130- William Shakespeare
-Sirens-The Odyssey
-Still I Rise- Maya Angelou
-After Death- Christina Rossetti
-Song: “You Don’t Own Me”-Lesley Gore
-Song: “Just a Girl”-No Doubt

Recitatif PDF
Desiree's Baby
Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self

How Do I Love Thee? (Sonnet 43)
Sonnet 130
Still I Rise
After Death
Song: “You Don't Own Me”-Lesley Gore
Song: “Just a Girl”-No Doubt

Movies:
Wonder Woman
Hunger Games
A League of Their Own
Hidden Figures
Brave
Mulan
Moana
The Stoning of Soraya M. (based on the book The
Stoning of Soraya M.: A Story of Injustice in Iran)

Documentaries:
Miss Representation (2011) dirs. Jennifer Newsom &
Kimberlee Acquaro
The Lucy Lawless Warrior Women Series (2003)
Feminists: What Were They Thinking? (2018) dir.
Johanna Demetrakas
Mercury 13 (2018) dirs. David Sington, Heather
Walsh
Period. End of Sentence. (2018) dir. Rayka
Zehtabchi- 26 min
City of Joy (2016) dir. Madeleine Gavin- possibly
violent



Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time

Formative assessment informs instruction and is
ongoing throughout a unit to determine how students
are progressing against the standards.

❏ Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a
minimum of 5 hours per week outside of school
❏ Reader/Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
❏ At least two timed writing tasks modeling text
dependent question❏ Students using various
approaches to literary theory / literary criticism lenses
as they read independently and collaboratively,
including application of multiple critical lenses to the
interpretation of literary texts
❏ Students further develop and apply Unit 1 skills
(i.e., text citations supporting interpretation of two or
more themes expressed through narrative point(s) of
view and other aspects of author’s craft) to analyze
multiple interpretations or renditions of a story, poem,
or drama including at least one example by a British
writer (e.g., recorded or live production vs. written
script of play, or audio recording or recitation vs.
written text of novel or poetry), evaluating how each
version interprets the original source text while
demonstrating knowledge of the foundational works
of English literature, especially how two or more
texts from the same period treat the theme of equality.
Alternatives to the Book Report
40 Alternative Learning Assessments
25 Reading Graphic Organizers
Writing Organizers
Reading Response

Teachers may apply multiple approaches to learning
and assessments:
Rhetorical Analysis Structure
Project-Based Learning (PBL)
Problem Based Learning
Socratic Seminars
Writing the Argumentative Essay
Argumentative Form

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students
to demonstrate mastery of the skills taught during a
particular unit.

Write a comparative critical analysis essay on



to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

multiple interpretations or renditions of the female
perspective in at least two literary works you read
this marking period, including at least one example
from an extended piece of British literature (eg:
various performances of a full-length play, plus either
varied recitations of a poem or audio / film
presentations of a short story or novel) applying
literary criticism lenses while demonstrating
knowledge of foundational works of English
literature and considering how two or more texts
treat similar themes or topics .

AND / OR
Write a well-developed dramatic script, fictional
story, poem, or personal memoir or narrative text to
develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, well-chosen details, and
well-structured event sequences revised through
multiple drafts in relation to self-, family-, peer-,
community-, and teacher-evaluation / feedback as
well as in relation to academic and professional
resources (e.g., writing or style guidebooks, MLA or
APA formatting guidelines, etc) from the perspective
of a woman.

Benchmark Assessments:
Common Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternative Assessments:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits Presentations
Small group reading and writing conferences



Unit 3: Overview
Humanity and Human Nature in British Literature

Unit Summary:
Human beings are infinitely complex creatures whose existence is explored in literature from all over the
world. In fact, having read literature from a variety of time periods throughout history we have seen that
literature reveals our humanity. Literature is a lens through which we can examine human nature, culture and
society in order to better understand others and ourselves. Through a variety of texts across time periods,
cultures and societies we find that what is considered human nature and its ideal characteristics, shift and
change. We will not just look at human nature as a stand alone concept rather, we will also examine how
human nature plays an important role in shaping culture and societies (or is it vice versa, that culture and
societies shape human nature)? This unit aims to help the reader closely examine humanity and human nature
in British and World Literature. We will examine the idea of nature vs. nurture and read/reflect on what
human nature has been, and how it has changed over time and compare/contrast what human nature is in
cultures and societies today.

Enduring Understandings:
Human nature is not fixed and varies across time, culture and societies.
What is natural for one human is not necessarily natural for another.
Experiences shape perspective and perspective shapes culture and society.
There are aspects of human nature that transcend culture and societies, while there are aspects that differ and
change as well.

Essential Questions:
What is human nature? What is nature vs. nurture?
How does literature reflect human nature?
What is the relationship between human nature, and culture in British and World Literature?
What is the relationship between human nature, culture and society in British and World Literature?
How does literature examine the conflicts between human nature, culture and/or society in British and World
Literature?
What are the themes that literature teaches us about human nature, culture and society in British and World
Literature?

Standards

Unit 3 Grade 12

Unit 3 Reading Standards Unit 3 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.11.12.1. Cite strong RI.11-12.1. Accurately
· Make personal connections, connections to other texts,
and/or global/historical connections when relevant



and thorough textual
evidence and make
relevant connections to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly
as well as inferences
drawn from the text,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

cite strong and
thorough textual
evidence, (e.g., via
discussion, written
response, etc.), to
support analysis of
what the text says
explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from
the text, including
determining where the
text leaves matters
uncertain.

· Analyze the text and identify explicit and implicit
textual evidence
· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Cite evidence and use  direct quotes, paraphrase,
objectively summarize (free of personal bias)
· Draw inferences using implicit and explicit text
evidence

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from the text
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and implicit
details and how they contribute to the meaning of the text
· Identify the moments where the author is inconclusive
or uncertain and allows the reader to draw conclusions
based on textual evidence

RL.11-12.2. Determine
two or more themes or
central ideas of a text
and analyze their
development over the
course of the text,
including how they
interact and build on
one another to produce
a complex account, and
provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.11-12.2. Determine
two or more central
ideas of a text and
analyze their
development and how
they interact to provide
a complex analysis;
provide an objective
summary of the text.

· Determine two or more themes or central ideas in a
text
· Recognize supporting details for themes/central ideas
· Analyze themes/central ideas as it develops over the
course of the text
· Make inferences through the use of details, word
choice, and literary elements regarding the thematic
development
· Use the text to draw conclusions
· Examine how the interaction of themes/central ideas
create the overall meaning of the text ( and provides depth
and dimension)
· Construct an objective summary of the text

RL.11-12.3. Analyze
the impact of the
author’s choices
regarding how to
develop and relate
elements of a story or
drama (e.g., where a
story is set, how the
action is ordered, how
the characters are
introduced and
developed).

RI.11-12.3. Analyze a
complex set of ideas or
sequence of events and
explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or
events interact and
develop over the
course of the text.

RL.11-12.3:
· Identify and evaluate the choices made by the author
including the choice of setting, plot organization and
development, characterization and character interaction
· Explain how these choices impact the overall story
· Critique those choices as they pertain to the overall
story

RI.11-12.3:
· Identify and evaluate the structure and sequence
(chronological, spatial, compare/contrast, etc) of the text
· Explain why the structure of the text is ordered as it is
· Explain how the author’s choices impact the meaning
of the text

RL.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words

RI.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words

· Assess figurative meaning
· Assess connotative meaning
· Determine and evaluate technical meaning (jargon)



and phrases as they are
used in the text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings;
analyze the impact of
specific word choices
on meaning and tone,
including words with
multiple meanings or
language that is
particularly fresh,
engaging, or beautiful.
(e.g., Shakespeare as
well as other authors.)

and phrases as they are
used in a text,
including figurative,
connotative, and
technical meanings;
analyze how an author
uses and refines the
meaning of a key term
or terms over the
course of a text (e.g.,
how Madison defines
faction in Federalist
No. 10).

· Identify tone of text
· Explain how specific diction creates tone
· Explain how the tone supports the themes as well as
the overall meaning of the text

RL.11-12.5:  Analyze
how an author’s choices
concerning how to
structure specific parts
of a text (e.g., the
choice of where to
begin or end a story, the
choice to provide a
comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to
its overall structure and
meaning as well as its
aesthetic impact.

· Evaluate the structure of the text (ex. en media res,
flashbacks, tragic elements)
· Analyze how an author has chosen to structure a text
and order events within it
· Conclude why the author chose that structure and how
it enhances the work as a whole

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a
case in which grasping
point of view requires
distinguishing what is
directly stated in a text
from what is really
meant (e.g., satire,
sarcasm, irony, or
understatement).

RI.11-12.6. Determine
an author’s point of
view or purpose in a
text in which the
rhetoric is particularly
effective, analyzing
how style and content
contribute to the
power, persuasiveness,
or beauty of the text.

RL.11-12.6:
· Identify and assess the point of view
· Determine what the text literally and figuratively states
· Determine what the text actually means, considering
satire, sarcasm, irony, and understatement
· Explain the difference between the literal and the
actual meaning as it pertains to the author’s purpose

RI.11-12.6:
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose.
· Focus on both how the text is written and what the text
is about
· Explain how and why the author has made those
rhetorical decisions and how and why that contributes to the
overall effectiveness of the text

RL.11-12.7:  Analyze
multiple interpretations

· Read and/or view different versions of the same text,
recordings, film, and/or  live performances
· Compare and contrast the multiple versions



of a story, drama, or
poem (e.g., recorded or
live production of a
play or recorded novel
or poetry), evaluating
how each version
interprets the source
text. (Include at least
one play by
Shakespeare and one
play by an American
dramatist.)

· Evaluate the significant the differences between the
multiple versions
· Focus on significant changes to structure, order, plot,
and/or character

RL.11-12.9:
Demonstrate knowledge
of eighteenth-,
nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century
foundational works of
American literature,
including how two or
more texts from the
same period treat
similar themes or
topics.

· Identify when an author draws on and then transforms
source material (such as a theme or topic) from another text
· Identify foundational and canonical American texts
· Identify and examine how different texts from the
same era/genre approach the same theme/topics

Unit 3 Writing Standards Unit 3 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured
event sequences.

W.11-12.3.A. Engage and orient the
reader by setting out a problem,
situation, or observation and its
significance, establishing one or
multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or
characters; create a smooth progression
of experiences or events.
W.11-12.3.B. Use narrative techniques,
such as dialogue, pacing, description,
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to
develop experiences, events, and/or
characters.
W.11-12.3.C. Use a variety of
techniques to sequence events so that
they build on one another to create a
coherent whole and build toward a
particular tone and outcome (e.g., a

· Convey experiences, real or imagined
· Use time as the deep structure of the narrative
· Form or structure based on a progression of events that
build and reflect upon each other
· Use effective details using precise language
· Form clear point(s) of view established through a
narrator, provide characters, and present a situation
· Distinguish and utilize narrative techniques including
dialogue, description, and plot in order to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters choosing words that
create vivid pictures
· Provide a conclusion to the events they set out at the
beginning of their narrative
· Include techniques for rhetorical effectiveness like the
creation of tone, the plot of the narrative, and the overall
coherence of the text



sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or
resolution).
W.11-12.3.D. Use precise words and
phrases, telling details, and sensory
language to convey a vivid picture of
the experiences, events, setting, and/or
characters.
W.11-12.3.E. Provide a conclusion that
follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over
the course of the narrative.

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

· Define writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Define and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience (intended reader)
appropriately
· Distinguish and utilize appropriate style

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual
(such as MLA or APA Style),focusing on addressing
what is most significant for a specific purpose and
audience.

· Create and utilize appropriate planning templates
· Understand and practice revision techniques
· Comprehend writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience
· Determine what details and/or information is most
appropriate for a specific purpose
· Understand writing as a process rather than a product

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet,
to produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback,
including new arguments or information.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products for feedback
· Assess feedback from peers
· Adapt writing according to feedback
· Respond to ongoing feedback utilizing digital software

W.11-12.7. (*Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject
under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions when
appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information from a variety
of sources, achieving a new insight
· Evaluate multiple sources and their content

W.11-12.8. (*Choice) Gather relevant information
from multiple authoritative print and digital sources,
using advanced searches effectively; assess the
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of

· Gather grade level appropriate print and digital
information
· Consider the sources in terms of task, audience, and
purpose
· Assess the validity of each source as it pertains to the



the task, purpose, and audience; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance
on any one source and following a standard format
for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

specific task, purpose and audience
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize a variety of sources, not depending on one
specific source
· Consider how the use of sources contributes to the
overall flow of the piece
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA, APA, etc.)

W.11-12.9. (*Choice) Draw evidence from literary
or informational texts to support analysis, reflection,
and research.

W.11-12.9.A. Apply grades 11-12
Reading standards to literature (e.g.,
"Demonstrate knowledge of
eighteenth-, nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century foundational
works of literature, including how two
or more texts from the same period
treat similar themes or topics").
W.11-12.9.B Apply grades 11-12
Reading standards to literary nonfiction
(e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the
reasoning in seminal texts, including
the application of constitutional
principles and use of legal reasoning
[e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case
majority opinions and dissents] and the
premises, purposes, and arguments in
works of public advocacy [e.g., The
Federalist, presidential addresses]").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of textual
evidence to support analysis, reflection, and research
· Analyze in writing how multiple texts examine similar
themes or how multiple themes in one text contribute to a
larger theme
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research
· Apply evidence to discussion and writing

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time
frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task, purpose,
and audience that incorporates research, reflection, and
revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time frames
for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time frames
into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that incorporates
research, reflection, and revision

Unit 3 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 3 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a
range of collaborative discussions (one on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 11
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and
teacher-led discussions
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion



SL11-12.1.A. Come to discussions
prepared, having read and researched
material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to
evidence from texts and other research
on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of
ideas.
SL.11-12.1.B. Collaborate with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions
and decision making, set clear goals
and assessments (e.g.,
student-developed rubrics), and
establish individual roles as needed.
SL.11-12.1.C. Propel conversations by
posing and responding to questions that
probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a
hearing for a full range of positions on
a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and
promote divergent and creative
perspectives.
SL.11.12.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to
diverse perspectives; synthesize
comments, claims, and evidence made
on all sides of an issue; resolve
contradictions when possible; and
determine what additional information
or research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.

· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in polite and democratic discussions and
decision-making activities.
· Self monitor the work and assign specific tasks as
needed
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· discuss and question the argument and evidence
· Make certain that a variety of possible arguments have
been heard
· Respond thoughtfully
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with ideas
and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas as
well as through reflection and evaluation of others’
comments
· Incorporate new synthesized ideas into discussion

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse formats and media
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in
order to make informed decisions and solve
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of
each source and noting any discrepancies among the
data.

· Listen to and assess multiple sources of information in
diverse formats and media
· Utilize multiple sources of information in order to
make decisions
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each source

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas,
word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Correlate the speaker’s argument with the student’s
own
· Identify logical fallacies, judging if any of the
speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Engage as an active listener and participant
· Consider and assess the speaker, argument,
organization, diction, and tone.
· Use evidence from sources/text to prove fallibility in
speaker’s reasoning



SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.
The content, organization, development, and style
are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and distinct perspective on a topic or
issue and amass evidence to support that perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Differentiate and critique opposing viewpoints
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in a
style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media
(e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
and to add interest.

· Consider, determine and apply the most strategic use of
digital media
· Engage audience and enhance their understanding of
findings, reasoning, and evidence by incorporating digital
media such as textual, graphical, audio, visual, or
interactive elements

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts
and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

· Assess and adapt speech delivery to audience and
purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and informal
presentations and demonstrate a command of formal
English

Unit 3 Language Standards Unit 3 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.

L.11-12.1. A. Apply the understanding
that usage is a matter of convention,
can change over time, and is sometimes
contested.

· Utilize and incorporate appropriate grammar and usage
in writing and speaking
· Understand that language and appropriate usage
changes
· Utilize reference materials to help maintain appropriate
grammar and usage dependent on the audience and situation

L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.11-12.2.A. Observe hyphenation
conventions.
L.11-12.2.B. Spell correctly.

· Adhere to appropriate writing conventions including
capitalization, punctuation including hyphens, and spelling

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to
understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or
style, and to comprehend more fully when reading
or listening.

L.11-12.3.A. Vary syntax for effect;
apply an understanding of syntax to the

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend more
fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and editing a



study of complex texts. work
· Write using a variety of task-appropriate syntaxes

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 11–12 reading and content,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.11-12.4.A. Use context (e.g., the
overall meaning of a sentence,
paragraph, or text; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.
L.11-12.4.B. Identify and correctly use
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
L.11-12.4.C. Consult general and
specialized reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses),
both print and digital, to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning, its part of
speech, its etymology, or its standard
usage.
L.11-12.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and roots to
understand variations of word forms and patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word meanings
and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

L.11-12.5.A. Interpret figures of speech
(e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and
analyze their role in the text.
L.11-12.5.B. Analyze nuances in the
meaning of words with similar
denotations.

· Analyze and evaluate the use of figurative language
within a text, particularly hyperbole and paradox
· Analyze and validate slight differences in the meanings
of words with similar definitions (ex: saunter and walk)

L.11-12.6:  Acquire and use accurately
grade-appropriate general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from content-specific
written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words and
domain-specific words into reading, writing, speaking, and
listening at the college and career readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL



21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology

Unit Objectives:
Define human nature, culture and society.
Chart examples of human nature and nature vs. nurture in selected literary works.
Analyze the role of nature vs. nurture in selected literary works.
Identify and analyze characteristics of human nature and how these may develop and may change over the
course of selected literary works.
Compare and contrast selected literary works based on their exploration of human nature, culture and/or
society.
Compare and contrast the portrayal of human nature, culture and society in two or more texts to current
society and students’ own life experiences.
Evaluate a piece of literature based on its exploration of human nature, culture and society.



Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Novels:
-Grendel-John Gardner
-Brave New World-Aldous Huxley
-1984-George Orwell
-Lord of the Flies-William Golding
-A Christmas Carol-Charles Dickens
-Dubliners-James Joyce
-Frankenstein-Mary Shelley
-Gulliver’s Travels-Jonathan Swift
-Born a Crime-Trevor Noah
-How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accent-Julia
Alvarez
-Animal Farm-George Orwell
-Metamorphosis-Franz Kafka
-The Help-Kathryn Stockett
-I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education
and Was Shot by the Taliban-Malala Yousafzai
-Station 11-Emily St. John Mandel
-The Kite Runner-Khaled Hosseini
-A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy
Soldier-Ishmael Beah
-The Nickel Boys-Colson Whitehead
-Autobiography of Malcolm X-Malcolm X and Alex
Haley

Plays:
-Macbeth-William Shakespeare
-Othello-William Shakespeare
-Hamlet-William Shakespeare
-Trifles-Susan Glaspell
-The Importance of Being Earnest-Oscar Wilde
-Open Admissions-Shirley Lauro

Short Stories/Essays:
-A Modest Proposal-Jonathan Swift
-Recitatif-Toni Morrison
-Where Have You Been, Where Are You Going?-Joyce
Carol Oates
-Shooting an Elephant-George Orwell
-Desiree’s Baby-Kate Chopin

Poetry/Songs:
-An American Sunrise-Joy Harjo
-Sympathy-Paul Laurence Dunbar

Human Rights Activities and Projects
A Social Justice Framework for Discussing Classic Literature
Equity vs. Equality in the Classroom
Media Literacy: Fact or Fiction
Frankenstein Audiobook
Frankenstein PDF
Brave New World PDF
Grendel Chapters 1-6 PDF
Grendel Chapters 7-12 PDF
1984 PDF
Dubliners PDF
A Christmas Carol PDF
Gulliver's Travels PDF
Animal Farm PDF
Metamorphosis Full Text
The Help PDF
I Am Malala PDF
Station 11 PDF
The Kite Runner PDF
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier PDF
Autobiography of Malcolm X PDF
Hamlet Full Text
Video Clip: To Be or Not To Be Speech
Macbeth Full Text
Video Clip: Is This a Dagger?
Othello Full Text
Video Clip: Put Money in thy Purse
Trifles Susan Glaspell Pdf
A Modest Proposal PDF
Recitatif PDF
Shooting an Elephant PDF
Desiree's Baby
Thank You Ma'am PDF
Poems of Protest, Resistance, and Empowerment
Yiddish Poem From the Holocaust
Sympathy by Paul Laurence Dunbar
I, Too
Blowin' in the Wind-Bob Dylan
Redemption Song-Bob Marley
Movies:
Cast Away
The Kite Runner
Dances with Wolves
Remember the Titans
The Hate U Give
A Civil Action

Documentaries:
Harlan County, USA (1976) dir. Barbara Kopple
The Central Park Five (2012) dirs. Ken Burns, Sarah Burns-
unrated
The True Cost (2015) dir. Andrew Morgan
Food, Inc. (2008) dir. Robert Kenner



-Yiddish Poem from the Holocaust (see link)
-I, Too-Langston Hughes
-See link for other poems (Poems of Protest,
Resistance, and Empowerment)
-Blowin’ in the Wind-Bob Dylan
-Imagine-John Lennon
-Born This Way-Lady Gaga
-Redemption Song-Bob Marley

Super Size Me (2004) dir. Morgan Spurlock
The Ivory Game (2016) dirs. Kief Davidson, Richard Ladkani
He Named Me Malala (2015) dir. Davis Guggenheim
An Inconvenient Truth (2006) dir. Davis Guggenheim

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and

Formative assessment informs instruction and is
ongoing throughout a unit to determine how students
are progressing against the standards.

❏ Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a minimum of 5 hours per week
outside of school
❏ Reader/Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
❏ At least two timed writing tasks modeling text
dependent questions
❏ Students using various approaches to literary
theory / literary criticism lenses as they read
independently and collaboratively, including
application of multiple critical lenses to the
interpretation of literary texts
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or
graphic representations to demonstrate their analysis
of cases in which grasping the point of view and
purpose of the author, narrator, or character requires
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony,
hyperbole, understatement, etc) as well as
determining the various tones and attitudes reflected
in the language, considering the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words
with multiple meanings or language that is
particularly fresh, engaging, artistically beautiful,
and/or rhetorically effective.
❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or
graphic representations to demonstrate their analysis
of the impact of the author’s choices regarding how
to develop and relate elements of a literary or
rhetorical text (e.g., the historical, cultural, or
geographic setting(s) of a story, argument, or
supporting example; the sequencing of plot events,
argumentative claims, or evidence; how characters,
source texts, or counterclaims are introduced and



instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

developed; etc), evaluating the effectiveness of the
author’s use of structure to make points clear,
convincing, and engaging.
❏ Students writing argumentative / persuasive texts
in relation to the analysis of substantive topics or
texts, using valid, logically sequenced reasoning with
a formal style and tone to introduce and explain the
significance of a precise, knowledgeable, overall
thesis claim; provide the most relevant, fair, and
thorough evidence of supporting claim(s) and
counterclaim(s) to point out their strengths and
limitations while anticipating the audience’s possible
knowledge level, concerns, values, and biases; and
provide a concluding statement or section that
logically follows from the claims and evidence
presented to support the argument.
❏ Students developing and strengthening their
writing by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
trying a new approach, and/or consulting a style
manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience while using technology and the
Internet to produce, share, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing
feedback, including new arguments, information, or
stylistic adjustments.
❏ Learning partners or groups collaborating to
present various positions or research findings
together in a multi-sided debate or poster presentation
format (eg, similar to a scientific conference poster
session).

See the links below for suggested task:

50 Alternatives to the Book Report
40 Alternative Learning Assessments
25 Reading Graphic Organizers
Writing Organizers
Reading Response

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students
to demonstrate mastery of the skills taught during a
particular unit.

Write an argumentative essay or blog (or produce a
video based on a script you develop) incorporating
literary analysis of the  themes presented within at
least two different works read this marking period,
including at least one extended text and at least one
literary text.  If teacher approved,  learning partners



or groups may choose to present these together in a
multi-sided debate or poster presentation format.

AND / OR...

Write a well-developed literary analysis comparing
and contrasting the depiction of  human nature and/or
society in literature.  Incorporate  at least two
different works read this marking period, including at
least one extended text and at least one literary text.
If teacher approved,  learning partners or groups may
choose to present these together in a multi-sided
debate or poster presentation format.

Teachers may apply multiple approaches to
learning and assessments

Project-Based Learning (PBL)
Problem Based Learning
Standards Based Grading
Socratic Seminars
Writing the Argumentative Essay
Argumentative Form

Benchmark Assessments:
Common Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternative Assessments: Independent
reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits Presentations
I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences



Unit 4: Literature and Beyond
The Changing Face of Discourse in Society

Unit Summary:
In our daily lives, we are constantly inundated with various forms of persuasion, from advertisements on TV
to political debates. Albus Dumbledore said “Words are, in my not-so-humble opinion, our most inexhaustible
source of magic. Capable of both inflicting injury, and remedying it.” Examining forms of persuasion in
literature serves as a springboard from which we analyze real world rhetoric, slogans, advertisements, social
media posts, and propaganda. In order to create social change, we must be able to identify and evaluate
multiple forms of persuasion for their validity and efficacy as well as their cause and effect on both
individuals and societies.

Enduring Understandings:
Arguments, slogans, advertisements, propaganda, and social media persuade people by utilizing ethos, logos,
and/or pathos.
Persuasion by rhetoric, slogans, advertisements, propaganda, and/or social media is extremely powerful and
can shape an individual’s self image as well as an entire society.
It is important to examine all types of persuasion for bias and inaccuracies, as well as the cause and effect of
the bias/inaccuracies.
In order to have a comprehensive understanding of an argument, one must consider multiple points of view.

Essential Questions:
What makes an effective argument?
How do characters use rhetoric to persuade other characters? Is it effective, and why or why not?
How does a text persuade the reader, and is it effective? Why or why not?
How does social media influence people?
What is the role of rhetoric, slogans, advertisements, and/or propaganda in a text, are they effective, and how
do they relate to social media?
How does social media affect how one perceives oneself?
How do social media and/or advertisements contribute to and/or perpetuate a false sense of perfection and
unrealistic standards, and how do these concepts affect people and society?

Standards

Unit 4 Grade 12

Unit 4 Reading Standards Unit 4 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills



RL.11.12.1. Cite strong
and thorough textual
evidence and make
relevant connections to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn
from the text, including
determining where the
text leaves matters
uncertain.

RI.11-12.1. Accurately cite
strong and thorough textual
evidence, (e.g., via
discussion, written response,
etc.), to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn
from the text, including
determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

· Make personal connections, connections to
other texts, and/or global/historical connections
when relevant
· Analyze the text and identify explicit and
implicit textual evidence
· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Cite evidence and use  direct quotes,
paraphrase, objectively summarize (free of personal
bias)
· Draw inferences using implicit and explicit text
evidence

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from
the text
· Evaluate the relationship between explicit and
implicit details and how they contribute to the
meaning of the text
· Identify the moments where the author is
inconclusive  or uncertain and allows the reader to
draw conclusions based on textual evidence

RL.11-12.2. Determine
two or more themes or
central ideas of a text and
analyze their development
over the course of the
text, including how they
interact and build on one
another to produce a
complex account, and
provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.11-12.2. Determine two
or more central ideas of a
text and analyze their
development and how they
interact to provide a
complex analysis; provide
an objective summary of the
text.

· Determine two or more themes or central ideas
in a text
· Recognize supporting details for themes/central
ideas
· Analyze themes/central ideas as it develops
over the course of the text
· Make inferences through the use of details,
word choice, and literary elements regarding the
thematic development
· Use the text to draw conclusions
· Examine how the interaction of themes/central
ideas create the overall meaning of the text ( and
provides depth, dimension and complexity)
· Construct an objective summary of the text

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the
impact of the author’s
choices regarding how to
develop and relate
elements of a story or
drama (e.g., where a story
is set, how the action is
ordered, how the
characters are introduced
and developed).

RI.11-12.3. Analyze a
complex set of ideas or
sequence of events and
explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or events
interact and develop over
the course of the text.

RL.11-12.3:
· Identify and evaluate the choices made by the
author including the choice of setting, plot
organization and development, characterization and
character interaction
· Explain how these choices impact the overall
story
· Critique those choices as they pertain to the
overall story

RI.11-12.3:
· Identify and evaluate the structure and
sequence (chronological, spatial, compare/contrast,



etc) of the text
· Explain why the structure of the text is ordered
as it is
· Explain how the author’s choices impact the
meaning of the text

RL.11-12.4. Determine
the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
the text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone, including words
with multiple meanings or
language that is
particularly fresh,
engaging, or beautiful.
(e.g., Shakespeare as well
as other authors.)

· Assess figurative meaning
· Assess connotative meaning
· Determine and evaluate technical meaning
(jargon)
· Identify tone of text
· Explain how specific diction creates tone
· Explain how the tone supports the themes as
well as the overall meaning of the text

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how
an author’s choices
concerning how to
structure specific parts of
a text (e.g., the choice of
where to begin or end a
story, the choice to
provide a comedic or
tragic resolution)
contribute to its overall
structure and meaning as
well as its aesthetic
impact.

· Evaluate the structure of the text (ex. en media
res, flashbacks, tragic elements)
· Analyze how an author has chosen to structure
a text and order events within it
· Conclude why the author chose that structure
and how it enhances the work as a whole

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a
case in which grasping
point of view requires
distinguishing what is
directly stated in a text
from what is really meant
(e.g., satire, sarcasm,
irony, or understatement).

· Identify and assess the point of view
· Determine what the text literally and
figuratively states
· Determine what the text actually means,
considering satire, sarcasm, irony, and
understatement
· Explain the difference between the literal and
the actual meaning as it pertains to the author’s
purpose

RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate
knowledge of eighteenth-,
nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century

· Identify when an author draws on and then
transforms source material (such as a theme or
topic) from another text
· Identify foundational and canonical American
texts



foundational works of
American literature,
including how two or
more texts from the same
period treat similar
themes or topics.

· Identify and examine how different texts from
the same era/genre approach the same theme/topics

RL.11-12.10. By the end
of grade 12, read and
comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas,
and poems, at the high
end of the grades 12–CCR
text complexity band
independently and
proficiently

RI.11-12.10. By the end of
grade 12, read and
comprehend literary
nonfiction at the high end of
the grades 12–CCR text
complexity band
independently and
proficiently.

· Closely read various forms of literature and
literary nonfiction independently, proficiently, and,
fluently
· Demonstrate comprehension of various forms
of literary text by showing a steadily growing ability
to discern more and make fuller use of text
· Generate connections among ideas and
between texts
· Consider and evaluate a wider range of textual
evidence
· Become more sensitive to inconsistencies,
ambiguities, and poor reasoning in texts
· Determine when comprehension is not
occurring, and subsequently employ appropriate
reading and note-taking strategies and/or ask for
help in order to understand portions of a difficult
text

Unit 4 Writing Standards Unit 4 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

W.11-12.2.A. Introduce a topic; organize
complex ideas, concepts, and information so
that each new element builds on that which
precedes it to create a unified whole; include
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension.
W.11-12.2.B. Develop the topic thoroughly by
selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the
topic.
W.11-12.2.C. Use appropriate and varied
transitions and syntax to link the major sections
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
W.11-12.2.D. Use precise language,
domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques

· Effectively select, organize, and analyze
content
· Determine how many facts, definitions, details,
quotations and other information are needed
· Use sources that are appropriate to task,
audience, and purpose Supply evidence in order to
inform the audience
· Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes
· Examine and communicate complex ideas,
concepts, or information clearly and accurately
· Develop a topic
· Introduce a topic by arranging ideas, concepts,
and information to show interrelationships
· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task Focus on syntax as it
creates effective writing
· Choose a formal style and objective tone

· Choose precise words, domain-specific
vocabulary, and figurative language, such as similes,
metaphors, and analogies
· Incorporate analysis of textual evidence to
further content
· Format effectively



such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to
manage the complexity of the topic.
W.11-12.2.E. Establish and maintain a style and
tone appropriate to the audience and purpose
(e.g. formal and objective for academic
writing) while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are
writing.
W.11-12.2.f. Provide a concluding paragraph or
section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g.,
articulating implications or the significance of
the topic).

· Organize graphics
· Provide multimedia when useful
· Use transitions and syntax to link together the
major sections of the text
· Write a concluding paragraph or section that
supports the information presented

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

· Define writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Define and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience (intended
reader) appropriately
· Distinguish and utilize appropriate style

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or
APA Style),focusing on addressing what is most significant
for a specific purpose and audience.

· Create and utilize  appropriate planning
templates
· Understand and practice revision techniques
· Comprehend writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose or audience
· Determine what details and/or information is
most appropriate for a specific purpose
· Understand writing as a process rather than a
product

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, and update individual or shared writing
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new
arguments or information.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products for feedback
· Assess feedback from peers
· Adapt writing according to feedback
· Respond to ongoing feedback utilizing digital
software

W.11-12.7. (*Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research
projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions
when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information from a
variety of sources, achieving a new insight
· Evaluate multiple sources and their content



W.11-12.8. (*Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and
overreliance on any one source and following a standard
format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

· Gather grade level appropriate print and digital
information
· Consider the sources in terms of task, audience,
and purpose
· Assess the validity of each source as it pertains
to the specific task, purpose and audience
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize a variety of sources, not depending on
one specific source
· Consider how the use of sources contributes to
the overall flow of the piece
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA,
APA, etc.)

W.11-12.9. (*Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

W.11-12.9.A. Apply grades 11-12 Reading
standards to literature (e.g., "Demonstrate
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century foundational works of
literature, including how two or more texts
from the same period treat similar themes or
topics").
W.11-12.9.B Apply grades 11-12 Reading
standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts,
including the application of constitutional
principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in
U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions
and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and
arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g.,
The Federalist, presidential addresses]").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research
· Analyze in writing how multiple texts examine
similar themes or how multiple themes in one text
contribute to a larger theme
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection,
and research
· Apply evidence to discussion and writing

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 4 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit4 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and
Skills

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group,
and teacher-led discussions



collaborative discussions (one on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.

SL11-12.1.A. Come to discussions prepared,
having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.11-12.1.B. Collaborate with peers to
promote civil, democratic discussions and
decision making, set clear goals and
assessments (e.g., student-developed rubrics),
and establish individual roles as needed.
SL.11-12.1.C. Propel conversations by posing
and responding to questions that probe
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a
full range of positions on a topic or issue;
clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions; and promote divergent and
creative perspectives.
SL.11.12.1.D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve
contradictions when possible; and determine
what additional information or research is
required to deepen the investigation or
complete the task.

· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Set guidelines for class discussions
· Establish goals and roles for group members
and adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in polite and democratic discussions
and decision-making activities.
· Self monitor the work and assign specific tasks
as needed
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion
or collaborative activity
· discuss and question the argument and
evidence
· Make certain that a variety of possible
arguments have been heard
· Respond thoughtfully
· Summarize where others agree and disagree
with ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader
ideas as well as through reflection and evaluation of
others’ comments
· Incorporate new synthesized ideas into
discussion

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any
discrepancies among the data.

· Listen to and assess multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Utilize multiple sources of information in order
to make decisions
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning,
and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance,
premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of
emphasis, and tone used.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses
is logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Correlate the speaker’s argument with the
student’s own
· Identify logical fallacies; judging if any of the
speaker’s reasoning is misleading.
· Move from passive listener to active participant
· Consider and assess the speaker, argument,
organization, diction, and tone.
· Use evidence from sources/text to prove
fallibility in speaker’s reasoning



SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.  The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to the
task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and distinct perspective on a
topic or issue and amass evidence to support that
perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Differentiate and critique opposing viewpoints
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation
in a style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and
purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g.,
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in
presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Consider, determine and apply the most
strategic use of digital media
· Engage audience and enhance their
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
by incorporating digital media such as textual,
graphical, audio, visual, or interactive elements

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating a command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

· Assess and adapt speech delivery to audience
and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command
of formal English

Unit 4 Language Standards Unit 4 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

L.11-12.1. A. Apply the understanding that
usage is a matter of convention, can change
over time, and is sometimes contested.

· Utilize and incorporate appropriate grammar
and usage in writing and speaking
· Understand that language and appropriate
usage changes
· Utilize reference materials to help maintain
appropriate grammar and usage dependent on the
audience and situation

L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

L.11-12.2.A. Observe hyphenation conventions.
L.11-12.2.B. Spell correctly.

· Adhere to appropriate writing conventions
including capitalization, punctuation including
hyphens, and spelling

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different contexts, to make effective
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.

L.11-12.3.A. Vary syntax for effect; apply an
understanding of syntax to the study of complex

· Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make
effective choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend
more fully when reading, listening, or speaking



texts. · Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and
editing a work
· Write using a variety of task-appropriate
syntaxes

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range
of strategies.

L.11-12.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.11-12.4.B. Identify and correctly use patterns
of word changes that indicate different meanings
or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception,
conceivable).
L.11-12.4.C. Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify
its precise meaning, its part of speech, its
etymology, or its standard usage.
L.11-12.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in
context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

L.11-12.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their
role in the text.
L.11-12.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of
words with similar denotations.

· Analyze and evaluate the use of figurative
language within a text, particularly hyperbole and
paradox
· Analyze and validate slight differences in the
meanings of words with similar definitions (ex:
saunter and walk)

L.11-12.6:  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic
words and domain-specific words into reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and
career readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL



21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology

Unit Objectives:
Identify and understand elements of an effective argument.
Define ethos, logos, and pathos, identify where these concepts are used in the text, and analyze/ evaluate their
efficacy.
Identify types of support/evidence in an argument and their efficacy/validity.
Identify multiple points of view of an argument and respond to and evaluate each for validity.
Identify, explain, and analyze bias and/or inaccuracies in rhetoric, slogans, advertisements, propaganda,
and/or social media, determine whether the bias/ inaccuracies were intentional or not and why, and the effect
of the bias/inaccuracies on the viewer.
Analyze and assess the influence of social media on students and society as a whole.
Apply essential elements of argumentation, persuasion, and rhetoric to students’ own lives and assessment(s).



Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Novels:
-Burning Bright-Ron Rash
-The Handmaid’s Tale-Margaret Atwood
-Brave New World-Aldous Huxley
-1984-George Orwell
-Animal Farm-George Orwell
-The Glass Castle-Jeannette Walls
-The Help-Kathryn Stockett
-I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education
and Was Shot by the Taliban-Malala Yousafzai
-A Clockwork Orange-Anthony Burgess
-Fahrenheit 451-Ray Bradbury

Plays:
-Macbeth-William Shakespeare
-Othello-William Shakespeare
-Hamlet-William Shakespeare

Short Stories/Essays:
-A Modest Proposal-Jonathan Swift
-Thank You Ma’am-Langston Hughes
-There Will Come Soft Rains-Ray Bradbury
-Genesis and Catastrophe: A True Story-Roald Dahl

Poetry/Songs:
-Sonnet 18-William Shakespeare
-I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud-William Wordsworth
-Love’s Philosophy-Percy Shelley
-Introduction to Poetry-Billy Collins
-Brandon Leake Slam Poetry (See video)
-Sarah Kay-The Type (See video)

(Songs Against War from Different Generations)
-Fortunate Son-Creedence Clearwater Revival
-Waves-Portugal. The Man

(Songs About Love from Different Generations)
-When I Fall in Love-Nat King Cole
-All of Me-John Legend

Purdue Owl-Finding Credible Sources
The Ultimate Student Guide to Finding Credible
Sources
15 Fun Poetry Activities for High School Students
12 Slam Poetry Ideas for Teachers
Media Literacy: Fact or Fiction
Brave New World PDF
1984 PDF
Animal Farm PDF
The Glass Castle PDF
The Help PDF
I Am Malala PDF
Hamlet Full Text
Video Clip: To Be or Not To Be Speech
Macbeth Full Text
Video Clip: Is This a Dagger?
Othello Full Text
Video Clip: Put Money in thy Purse
A Modest Proposal PDF
Thank You Ma'am PDF
There Will Come Soft Rains PDF
Genesis and Catastrophe: A True Story
Sonnet 18
I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud
The Unknown Citizen-Poem by W.H. Auden
Love's Philosophy
Introduction to Poetry
Video: The Type-Sarah Kay Slam Poetry
Video/Short Article: Racist Images and Messages
Using Propaganda in the Jim Crow Era
Song: Fortune Son-Creedence Clearwater Revival
Song: Waves-Portugal. The Man
Song: When I Fall in Love-Nat King Cole
Song: All of Me-John Legend
Article: Young Women and Leaving Instagram
Ted Talk: How to Use Rhetoric to Get What You
Want- 4 min
Brave New World & Social Media
Article: Exploiting Black Labor after the Abolition of
Slavery

Movies:
Maze Runner
Fahrenheit 451
Oblivion



Star Wars

Documentaries:
Indoctrinate U (2007) dir. Evan Coyne Maloney-
politically charged
The Century of the Self (2002) 4 part docuseries
The Persuaders (2004)- Frontline documentary
The Space Available (2011) dir. Gwenaelle Gobe
Internet Rising (2011) dir. Andrew Kenneth Martin
Generation Like (2014)- Frontline documentary
Super Size Me (2004) dir. Morgan Spurlock

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal

Formative assessment informs instruction and is
ongoing throughout a unit to determine how students
are progressing against the standards.

❏ Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a minimum of 5 hours per week
outside of school
❏ Reader/Writer’s notebook: 35 minutes per week
combined
❏ At least two timed writing tasks modeling text
dependent questions
❏ Students using various approaches to literary

theory / literary criticism lenses as they read
independently and collaboratively, including
application of multiple critical lenses to the
interpretation of literary texts (ALSO SEE
UNITS 2-3).

❏ Students extending Units 1-3 literary and
rhetorical analysis skills (i.e., text citations
supporting interpretation of two or more themes or
arguments in relation to various aspects of the
author’s craft), with special attention to:

● analyzing how two or more themes or
arguments are developed  using persuasive devices.

● expressing relevant connections between what
the text states explicitly and reasonable inferences
drawn from what the text implies, including
addressing ambiguities and uncertainties within the
text; and

● analyzing how the author’s choices concerning
how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to
its overall meaning as well as its aesthetic and/or
persuasive impact.

❏ Students generating spoken, written, and/or
graphic representations to demonstrate their analysis



instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

of cases in which grasping the point of view and
purpose of the author, narrator, or character requires
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony,
hyperbole, understatement, ethos, pathos, logos, etc)
as well as determining the various tones and attitudes
reflected in the language, considering the impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including
words with multiple meanings (e.g., denotative vs.
connotative, literal vs. figurative, etc) or language
that is particularly fresh, engaging, artistically
beautiful, and/or rhetorically effective.
❏ Students writing research-based argumentative /
persuasive texts advancing their own position(s)
while synthesizing the argumentative claims and
counterclaims of others as well as relevant supporting
evidence and information in relation to substantive
topics (which may include college- and/or
career-related topics), including:

● introducing and explaining the significance of a
precise, knowledgeable, overall thesis claim;

● using valid, logically sequenced reasoning with
a formal style and tone;

● providing the most relevant, fair, and thorough
evidence of supporting claim(s) and counterclaim(s)
to point out their strengths and limitations while
anticipating the audience’s possible knowledge level,
concerns, values, and biases; and

● providing a concluding statement or section that
logically follows from the claims and evidence
presented to support the argument.

❏ Students developing and strengthening their
writing by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
trying a new approach, and/or consulting a style
manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience while using technology and the
Internet to produce, share, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing
feedback, including new arguments, information, or
stylistic adjustments.

❏ Individual students, learning partners, or groups
collaborating to present various positions or research
findings together in a multi-sided public speaking
discussion, video, oral history, debate, or poster
presentation format (eg, similar to an academic or
professional conference).

See the links below for suggested task:



50 Alternatives to the Book Report
40 Alternative Learning Assessments
25 Reading Graphic Organizers
Writing Organizers
Reading Response

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students
to demonstrate mastery of the skills taught during a
particular unit.

Create a commercial, poster, or google slides on a
topic of your choosing relating to a theme from this
year.  Incorporate the writer’s use of ethos, logos
and/or pathos as well as other literary devices from
literature this year as well as drawing on universal
connections.

AND / OR
Choosing either ethos, logos or pathos discuss the
use of the device by an author to make his/her point.
Include at least 2-3  pieces of literature explored this
year as well as applying your thesis on a universal
level.   This project might also be produced as a blog
or video based on a script you develop, including all
appropriate citations and works cited listings, and
may include a community-service component
pertaining to your topic and research findings.

AND / OR
Write a well-developed, research-based
argumentative / persuasive speech, letter, poem, or
song revised through multiple drafts to present an
effective argument in response to a question or as a
solution to a problem (which may be a self-generated
question or problem), utilizing effective rhetorical
and literary strategies while synthesizing multiple
authoritative print and digital sources (including
primary sources) to respond to and demonstrate an
understanding of the subject under investigation,
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one
source and following a standard format for citation.
Teachers may apply multiple approaches to learning
and assessments

Rhetorical Analysis Structure
Project-Based Learning (PBL)
Problem Based Learning
Standards Based Grading
Socratic Seminars
Writing the Argumentative Essay



Argumentative Form

Benchmark Assessments:
Common Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternative Assessments:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits Presentations
I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences


