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Philosophy, Mission and Vision

Philosophy:
We foster a love of literature through close reading that encourages all students to read, write, speak,
listen and think critically. The function of the study of literature in the Toms River high schools is to help
create better human beings who understand the relevance of literature to our lives and to connect
students to our humanity so that they may become more empathetic human beings who are connected to
their communities.

Mission:
...to instill in ALL students a desire to read and an understanding of the importance of literature, to
instill in ALL students the necessary skills for success and the understanding of their worth, to instill in
All students an understanding of the value of all human lives and a respect for differences, through safe,
intellectually rigorous spaces that cultivate a mindset that questions everything, and develops a curiosity
about the world

Vision:
Our instruction goes beyond the text and aligns literature with all the other disciplines. Students go
beyond simply reading a text and are able to analyze literature through a variety of literary lenses
(including literary criticism and reader response theory). Students become confident, and ethical readers,
writers, speakers and listeners who achieve at their highest potential.

Course description and/or program overview:
The Toms River Regional High School’s English department is designed to encourage all students to reach their
fullest potential in their English classes. We hope to develop all students in their ability to read, write and think
critically not just in English class but in life. Our courses focus on developing a love of reading in our students
and their own authentic voice in their writing. We also work to develop information literacy so our students are
able to navigate the constant influx of news and information in their daily lives. Courses approach all students
as researchers and research opportunities are woven into all units of study. Finally, we foster the mindset that
research is something we pursue regularly in every course of study. Students are given the opportunity for
regular independent reading, journaling in their reader’s and writer’s notebook, as well as talking about texts
with their teachers and peers. Students read regularly and deeply across all genres so that they can achieve the
highest levels of fluency, stamina and comprehension in their reading. All of our English classrooms with
redesigned curricula have in-class libraries to support growing our students as readers and communicators.
Our courses use a common language for close reading, which is developed over the course of their experience
in our program. We offer an Honors and CP English course in grade 9, while grades 10-12 offer Honors, CP
and General English courses. Grade 10 also offers an advanced honors level. What are the key differences in
our course levels?



UNITS PACING GUIDE

Unit 1: Close Reading and Writing:
Constructing a Classroom
Community

45 days

Unit 2: Building Better Schools
while Evaluating Education

45 days

Unit 3: An Inquiry into Inequality 45 days

Unit 4: Dilemma of Decision
Making

45 days



Unit 1: Close Reading and Writing
Constructing the Classroom Community

Unit Summary:
What if the cure for cancer is written in the lines of a book and we have missed it? What if depression and
anxiety could be cured by reading between the lines and inferring meaning from a simple novel? What if the
way to ending violence is between the covers of a text sitting on a shelf in your classroom and has not been
uncovered because one has not read closely enough? What if the way to getting along with other people and
creating a tolerant society is just in the simple words of an author, but has been overlooked because we didn’t
take the time to really hear what was being said in the text? What if these answers can come from reading as
much as you can, as closely as you can? You never know, the answer may be in the book. Others have missed
it, but you just may be the one to find it. Through this unit, we will be examining the relevance of reading a
text closely, and absorbing all of the information the author gives you. By identifying signposts and literary
elements, you will become a better reader, learn to appreciate the purpose of reading texts, and in turn become
a better writer because of your analysis of an author’s techniques. In turn, it will be your responsibility to pass
on this knowledge to others, and show them that they, too, can possibly be the ones to create a better future.

Enduring Understandings:
Reading and writing are the most important lifelong skills that students can develop.
Reading and writing are transactional--you are the defining factor in your reading and writing.
We can use the strategies we see authors use in their writing, in our own writing to develop an original writing
voice.

Essential Questions:
Why does HOW we read matter?
How can reading strategies help us become better readers?
How do writing strategies convey an author’s voice?
How can we use writing strategies to develop our own voice as authors?

Unit 1 Grade 9

Unit 1 -Reading Standards Unit 1 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and
thorough textual evidence
and make relevant
connections to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as
inferentially, including
determining where the text

RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite
strong and thorough textual
evidence, (e.g., via discussion,
written response, etc.) and
make relevant connections, to
support analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as
inferentially, including

· Analyze the text for inferred and literal
meanings
· Make personal connections, make
connections to other texts, and/or make global
connections when relevant
· Identify explicit and implicit textual evidence
· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Use direct quotes, paraphrase, summarize



leaves matters uncertain. determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

objectively

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and
prior conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples
from the text
· Analyze relationship between implicit and
explicit text evidence and how it contributes to
the meaning of the text

RL.9-10.2. Determine a
theme or central idea of a
text and analyze in detail its
development over the course
of the text, including how it
emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details,
and provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.9-10.2. Determine a central
idea of a text and analyze how
it is developed and refined by
specific details; provide an
objective summary of the text.

· Determine a theme and central idea
· Analyze how details develop the
theme/central idea
· Make inferences using explicit and implicit
text evidence
· Use the text to draw conclusions about the
theme/central idea
· Formulate an objective (free of personal bias)
summary of the text
· Determine how the theme/central idea
emerges and is refined or strengthened by key
details
· Provide an objective summary of the text

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how
complex characters (e.g.,
those with multiple or
conflicting motivations)
develop over the course of a
text, interact with other
characters, and advance the
plot or develop the theme.

RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the
author unfolds an analysis or
series of ideas or events,
including the order in which
the points are made, how they
are introduced and developed,
and the connections that are
drawn between them.

RL.9-10.3:
· Identify the details that develop characters as
dynamic or complex versus static or flat
· Identify multiple/conflicting character
motivations
· Analyze character interactions as they
develop plot
· Evaluate simple and complex relationships
and/or events
on plot development

RI.9-10.3:

· Identify a series of ideas or events that are
connected
· Analyze how the author presents the ideas or
events and how the ideas are introduced,
sequenced, and developed to contribute to the
overall purpose of the text
· Understand the relationship between a series
of ideas or events
· Identify and analyze word choice  that
comprise a series of events or ideas and how these
key words advance the tension or events



RL.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone
(e.g., how the language
evokes a sense of time and
place; how it sets a formal or
informal tone).

RI.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in a text,
including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of specific
word choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the language of
a court opinion differs from
that of a newspaper).

· Identify key words and determine figurative
meaning
· Identify key words and determine connotative
meaning
· Understand how word choice impacts
meaning (For example, how language evokes a
sense of time and place)
· Determine formal vs. informal tone
· Identify cumulative impact of word choice on
meaning and tone

RL.9-10.6. Analyze a
particular point of view or
cultural experience reflected
in a work of literature from
outside the United States,
drawing on a wide reading of
world literature.

RI.9-10.6. Determine an
author's point of view or
purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetorical
devices to advance that point
of view or purpose.

RL.9-10.6:
· Recognize and understand a particular point of
view or cultural experience reflected in a text from
outside the United States
· Read multiple texts from world literature
· Analyze how a particular point of view or
cultural experience is reflected in a text

RI.9-10.6:
· Identify rhetorical devices and text structures
that may develop the purpose of piece
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance the purpose

Unit 1 Writing Standards Unit 1 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.9-10.2.Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and
convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

W.9-10.2.A. Introduce a topic; organize complex
ideas, concepts, and information to make important
connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
W.9-10.2.B. Develop the topic with well-chosen,
relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of
the topic.
W.9-10.2.C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to
link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and
clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.

· Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes
· Use sources that are appropriate to task,
audience, and purpose
· Select precise words and domain-specific
vocabulary
· Introduce a topic arranging ideas, concepts,
and information to show interrelationships
· Format effectively
· Develop a topic
· Organize graphics
· Provide multimedia when useful
· Use transitions to link together the major
sections of the text
· Write a concluding statement that supports
the information presented
· Establish and maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.
formal and objective for academic writing)



W.9-10.2.D. Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.
W.9-10.2.E. Establish and maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g. formal
and objective for academic writing) while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which
they are writing.
W.9-10.2.F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section
that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications
or the significance of the topic).

· Decide what organization is most effective
for purpose, audience, and task
· Determine how many facts, definitions,
details, quotations and other information are
needed

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· Identify writing task type and its
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience
appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.

· Develop and use appropriate planning
templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Understand writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose or audience

W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce,
share, publish, and update individual or shared writing products,
taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Choose and evaluate appropriate platform
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products

W.9-10.7.(Choice)  Conduct short as well as more sustained
research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research
projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple
sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional
questions when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information

W.9-10.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from multiple
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the
research question; integrate information into the text selectively
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following
a standard format for citation  (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

· Gather print and digital information
· Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
· Assess whether information from reliable
and authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize quotes within writing to further
claims
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA,
APA, etc.)



W.9-10.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

W.9-10.9.A.Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature
(e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source
material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme
or topic from mythology or the Bible or how a later author
draws on a play by Shakespeare]").

W.9-10.9.B.Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to nonfiction
informational (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false
statements and fallacious reasoning").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance
of textual evidence to support analysis, reflection,
and research.
· Utilize evidence to support analysis,
reflection, and research

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the
task, purpose, and audience that incorporates
research, reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended
time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter
time frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 1 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 1 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and
Skills

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

SL.9-10.1.A.Come to discussions prepared, having
read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from
texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of
ideas.
SL.9-10.1.B.Collaborate with peers to set rules for
discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking votes on
key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop
clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student
developed rubric) and assign individual roles as
needed.
SL.9-10.1.C.Propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify,

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group,
and teacher-led discussions
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Refer to evidence from texts and other
research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in
a discussion
· Collaborate with peers to set guidelines for
class discussions
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions in a discussion or collaborative
activity
· Establish goals and roles for group members
and adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in friendly discussions and
decision-making activities
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in
a discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a



verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1.D.Respond thoughtfully to various
perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and justify own views. Make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.

discussion or collaborative activity
· Summarize where others agree and disagree
with ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing
and responding to questions that connect to
broader ideas
· Reflect, evaluate and respond to comments
made by peers during discussion

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented
in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively,
qualitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and accuracy of
each source.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and
use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any false reasoning or
distorted evidence.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker
uses is logical/legitimate and if the evidence is
relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging
if any of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Move from passive listener to active
participant
· Use text/source to show fallibility in
speaker’s reasoning

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings and supporting
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and concise perspective on
a topic or issue and amass evidence to support
that perspective
· Draw information from primary and
secondary sources, and provide a conclusion
· Organize, develop, and produce a
presentation in a style appropriate to my purpose
and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and
purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.9-10.6.  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English. (See grades 9-10
Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and
purpose
· Understand the difference between formal
and informal presentations and demonstrate a
command of formal English as necessary

Unit 1 Language Standards Unit 1 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
· Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.;
repeated grammatical patterns, types of phrases,



English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.9-10.1.A. Use parallel structure.
L.9-10.1.B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb,
adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional,
absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun,
relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and
add variety and interest to writing or presentations.

and types of clauses) and how to use effectively
· Understand the differences between a phrase
and a clause
· Identify and use various types of phrases and
clauses
· Vary sentence structure to convey specific
meaning and interest in writing and presentation

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.9-10.2.A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a
conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
L.9-10.2.B. Use a colon to introduce a list or
quotation.
L.9-10.2.C.Spell correctly.

· Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to
link two or more closely related independent
clauses
· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation
· Know and use standard English spelling
conventions

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices for meaning, or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading, writing, speaking or listening.

L.9-10.3.A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to
demonstrate an understanding of the influence of
language.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make
effective choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to
comprehend more fully when reading, listening,
or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and
editing a work

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.

L.9-10.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.
L.9-10.4.B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word
changes that indicate different meanings or parts of
speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,
advocacy) and continue to apply knowledge of Greek
and Latin roots and affixes.
L.9-10.4.C. Consult general and specialized reference
materials (e.g., college-level dictionaries, rhyming
dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its
precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
L.9-10.4.D. Verify the preliminary determination of
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning (
connotation, denotation, word function and
position)
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes
and roots to understand variations of word forms
and patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words



L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
L.9-10.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their
role in the text.
L.9-10.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words
with similar denotations.

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative
language within a text
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of
words with similar definitions (ex. saunter and
walk)

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general
academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic
words and domain-specific words into reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and
career readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
Annotates a text that illustrates at least 5 of the 6 signposts.
Produces images that support and explore the signposts.
Utilizes at least 6 complex text excerpts to illustrate the 6 signposts (1 excerpt per sign post).
Write original narratives using the skills learned in this unit.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Core Text:
Holt McDougal Literature

Drama:
Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House

Stories:
“Fish Cheeks” by Amy Tan (contrast and
contradiction)
Dumbledore Article (words of the wiser)
“All American Slurp” by Lensey Namioka (contrast
and contradiction)
“Tuesdays of the Other June” by Norma Fox Mazer
“Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros (again and again)
“Charles” by Shirley Jackson (aha moment)
“The Landlady” by Roald Dahl (aha moment)
“Names/Nombres” by Julia Alvarez (again and again)
“I Stand Here Ironing” by Tillie Olsen
“Beauty When the Other Dancer is Self” by Alice
Walker

Poetry:
Edgar Allan Poe, “The Raven”
Emily Dickinson, “We Grow Accustomed to the
Dark”
Countee Cullen, “Yet Do I Marvel”

Optional Whole Group Novels:
-Tuesdays With Morrie
-The Book Thief
-Fahrenheit 451



Alice Walker,”Women”
Jimmy Bacca Santiago, “I Am Offering This Poem to
You”
Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Ozymandias”
Lamont Carey (I Can't Read)

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem

Formative:
❏ Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a minimum of 5 hours per week
outside of school ❏ Reader’s response notebook: 35
minutes per week combined ❏ Writer’s notebook: 35
minutes per week combined ❏ Students using
transactional theory as they read independently and
collaboratively ❏ Students identifying and analyzing
signposts as they read ❏ Students using signposts to
develop original narratives ❏ Development of
themes in relationship to author’s craft ❏
Development of original narratives through use of:
signposts, theme, diction, dialogue, sequencing,
images and voice

Summative:
Common Assessment-Narrative Essay

Benchmark:
Link It! Diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternate:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits
Presentations
I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences



Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

Unit 2: Building Better Schools While Evaluating Education
Unit Summary:
Think about where you are right now. School: a room enclosed by four walls with a wood door, sitting at
desks in rows, writing on paper with pens, looking at a whiteboard with a bell dictating when you can leave.
Flash to the future. Does your future classroom look the same as the one described above? When it comes to
learning, is the classroom really important? Think about it, students have been sitting at desks, in straight
rows, staring at the teacher and chalkboard since the start of the Industrial Revolution, but is this structure
appropriate for today’s learners? Sugata Mitra, Professor of Educational Technology, says, "We cannot
continue teaching with the methods of the 19th century and hope to prepare our children for the 21st century."
To prepare, as Mitra says, we first need to separate the idea of school from education. In 1828, Noah Webster
said, “‘School’ denotes a building, ‘education’ means the formation of a life.” The more important question
becomes, do students need to learn in a classroom or can they be educated without walls? The novel To Kill a
Mockingbird examines the ideas of schooling and education. The school presented to us in the novel is
flawed, the teacher is inexperienced and narrow minded. However, Scout and her brother do learn various
valuable lessons from many of the characters in Maycomb County. In fact, this is a novel filled with
characters being educated outside of school. Perhaps Harper Lee was commenting on the idea that learning
did not have to transpire inside the walls of a classroom. Reflect back on the future classroom that you



imagined. Do you agree with George Washington Carver who once said, “ A very large portion of every true
student's work must be learned outside the classroom” or do students need the structure, routine, and common
society that a traditional school provides? In this unit, you will examine the difference between school and
education and their role in character development. You will research the history of American schools and
argue whether current schools and educational practices should be abolished, tweaked, or remain the same.

Enduring Understandings:
An author uses characterization to help develop the theme.
Education is not limited to the classroom.
The theory of education evolves, while educational practice often remains the same.
Knowledge of the seven learning styles is necessary for effective education.
Utilizing relevant and reliable sources is critical when conducting research.
Using persuasive techniques elicits a response from the audience.

Essential Questions:
How are the protagonist’s experiences with education developed over the course of the literary work?
Can one be educated without the structure of classrooms/schools?
What is the history and future of American education?
What are learning styles and what effect do they have on the learner?
Why does using reliable and relevant research sources matter?
What is the purpose of using persuasive techniques when writing an argument?

Unit 2 Grade 9

Unit 2 Reading Standards Unit 2 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and
thorough textual evidence and
make relevant connections to
support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferentially, including
determining where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

RI.9-10.1 Accurately cite
strong and thorough textual
evidence, (e.g., via
discussion, written
response, etc.) and make
relevant connections, to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferentially,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

· Analyze the text for inferred and literal
meanings
· Make personal connections, make
connections to other texts, and/or make global
connections when relevant
· Identify explicit and implicit textual
evidence
· Determine the difference between strong
and insufficient (unreliable) details
· Use direct quotes, paraphrase, summarize
objectively

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and
prior conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples
from the text
· Analyze relationship between implicit and



explicit text evidence and how it contributes to
the meaning of the text

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or
central idea of a text and analyze
in detail its development over the
course of the text, including how
it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details, and
provide an objective summary of
the text.

RI.9-10.2. Determine a
central idea of a text and
analyze how it is developed
and refined by specific
details; provide an
objective summary of the
text.

· Determine a theme and central idea
· Analyze how details develop the
theme/central idea
· Make inferences using explicit and implicit
text evidence
· Use the text to draw conclusions about the
theme/central idea
· Formulate an objective (free of personal
bias) summary of the text
· Determine how the theme/central idea
emerges and is refined or strengthened by key
details
· Provide an objective summary of the text

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex
characters (e.g., those with
multiple or conflicting
motivations) develop over the
course of a text, interact with
other characters, and advance the
plot or develop the theme.

RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the
author unfolds an analysis
or series of ideas or events,
including the order in
which the points are made,
how they are introduced
and developed, and the
connections that are drawn
between them.

RL.9-10.3:
· Identify the details that develop characters
as dynamic or complex versus static or flat
· Identify multiple/conflicting character
motivations
· Analyze character interactions as they
develop plot
· Evaluate simple and complex relationships
and/or events
on plot development

RI.9-10.3:

· Identify a series of ideas or events that are
connected
· Analyze how the author presents the ideas
or events and how the ideas are introduced,
sequenced, and developed to contribute to the
overall purpose of the text
· Understand the relationship between a
series of ideas or events
· Identify and analyze word choice  that
comprise a series of events or ideas and how
these key words advance the tension or events

RL.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in the text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze
the cumulative impact of specific
word choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the language
evokes a sense of time and place;

RI.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g.,

· Identify key words and determine figurative
meaning
· Identify key words and determine
connotative meaning
· Understand how word choice impacts
meaning (For example, how language evokes a
sense of time and place)
· Determine formal vs. informal tone
· Identify cumulative impact of word choice
on meaning and tone



how it sets a formal or informal
tone).

how the language of a court
opinion differs from that of
a newspaper).

RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an
author’s choices concerning how
to structure a text, order events
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and
manipulate time (e.g., pacing,
flashbacks) create specific effects
(e.g. as mystery, tension, or
surprise.

RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail
how an author’s ideas or
claims are developed and
refined by particular
sentences, paragraphs, or
larger portions of a text
(e.g., a section or chapter).

RL.9-10.5:
· Understand and describe how an author has
chosen to structure a text and order events
within it
· Analyze how the author’s choices to
structure a text and manipulate time can create
mystery, tension, or surprise for the reader

RI.9-10.5:
· Investigate how an author structures the
text and develops ideas
· Analyze how the structure of a text and
order of ideas or claims within it affect the
overall purpose of the text and how they are
developed and shaped by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or longer portions of a text

RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular
point of view or cultural
experience reflected in a work of
literature from outside the United
States, drawing on a wide reading
of world literature.

RI.9-10.6. Determine an
author's point of view or
purpose in a text and
analyze how an author uses
rhetorical devices to
advance that point of view
or purpose.

RL.9-10.6:
· Recognize and understand a particular
point of view or cultural experience reflected in
a text from outside the United States
· Read multiple texts from world literature
· Analyze how a particular point of view or
cultural experience is reflected in a text
· Analyze how culture impacts a particular
point of view

RI.9-10.6:
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various
rhetorical strategies to advance the purpose
· Identify rhetorical devices and text
structures that advance the purpose of the piece

RI.9-10.7. Analyze various
perspectives as presented in
different mediums (e.g., a
person's life story in both
print and multimedia),
determining which details
are emphasized in each
account.

· Compare and contrast how various
accounts of a subject are told in two different
mediums
· Analyze how the details emphasized in
each account of a subject told in different
mediums affect the overall message

RI.9-10.8. Describe and
evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the

· Evaluate whether the reasoning an author
uses is logical/ legitimate and if the evidence
that is used is relevant to the argument or
provides enough proof
· Pinpoint any statements that are false and



reasoning is valid and the
evidence is relevant and
sufficient; identify false
statements and fallacious
reasoning.

judge if any of the author’s reasoning is
misleading.
· Understand what a reliable source is and
what makes one questionable

RI.9-10.9. Analyze and
reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge,
historical/cultural context,
and background knowledge)
documents of historical and
literary significance, (e.g.,
Washington’s Farewell
Address the Gettysburg
Address, Roosevelt’s Four
Freedoms speech, King’s
“Letter from Birmingham
Jail”, Declaration of the
Rights of Man and Citizen,
U.N. Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, etc.),
including how they relate in
terms of themes and
significant concepts.

· Study and evaluate influential U.S.
documents
· Evaluate the theme and significant
concepts as these are relevant to the historical
context and background knowledge

Unit 2 Writing Standards Unit 2 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and
sufficient evidence.

W.9-10.1.A. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish
the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and
create an organization that establishes clear
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons,
and evidence.
W.9-10.1.B. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims
avoiding common logical fallacies, propaganda
devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level and concerns.
W.9-10.1.C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases,
clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence,
and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
W.9-10.1.D. Establish and maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g. formal
and objective for academic writing) while attending to

· Understand how much evidence is needed to
satisfactorily support a point
· Learn how to introduce argument(s) clearly
and accurately with regard to counterclaims
· Structure arguments so that there is an
association and correlation between the claim(s),
counterclaim(s), reasons, and evidence
· Treat claims and counterclaims equitably
taking into account what their audience knows as
well as what concerns they might have
· Develop unity and consistency in the essay
with words and structure, paying attention to the
relationships created between the claims,
counterclaims, evidence, and reason
· Maintain an appropriate style and tone for
the task – omitting personal bias
· Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes
· Use sources that are appropriate to task,
audience, and purpose
· Choose precise words and domain-specific
vocabulary
· Introduce a topic arranging ideas, concepts,



the norms and conventions of the discipline in which
they are writing.
W.9-10.1.E. Provide a concluding paragraph or
section that supports the argument presented.

and information to show interrelationships
· Format effectively
· Develop a topic
· Organize graphics
· Provide multimedia when useful
· Use transitions to link together the major
sections of the text
· Write a concluding statement that supports
the information presented
· Choose a formal style and objective tone
· Decide what organization is most effective
for purpose, audience, and task
· Determine how many facts, definitions,
details, quotations and other information are
needed
· Use text evidence to develop analysis and
enhance content of argument

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· Determine  writing task type and its
appropriate organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience
appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, or
consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and
audience.

· Develop and use appropriate planning
templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Understand writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose or audience

W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce,
share, publish, and update individual or shared writing products,
taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other
information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Choose and evaluate appropriate platform
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products

W.9-10.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more sustained
research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research
projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple
sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional
questions when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information

W.9-10.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from multiple
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches

· Gather print and digital information
· Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
· Assess whether information from reliable



effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the
research question; integrate information into the text selectively
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following
a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

and authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize quotes within writing to further
claims
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA,
APA, etc.)

W.9-10.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

W.9-10.9.A. Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to
literature (e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on and
transforms source material in a specific work [e.g.,
how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from
mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on
a play by Shakespeare]").

W.9-10.9.B. Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to
nonfiction informational (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate
the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and
fallacious reasoning").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and
relevance of textual evidence to support analysis,
reflection, and research.
· Utilize evidence to support analysis,
reflection, and research

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the
task, purpose, and audience that incorporates
research, reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended
time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter
time frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 2 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 2 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge
and Skills

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL.9-10.1.A.Come to discussions prepared, having read
and researched material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1.B.Collaborate with peers to set rules for
discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking votes on
key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group,
and teacher-led discussions
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in
a discussion
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Refer to evidence from texts and other
research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others
in a discussion
· Collaborate with peers to set guidelines for
class discussions
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and



clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student
developed rubric) and assign individual roles as
needed.
SL.9-10.1.C.Propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify,
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1.D.Respond thoughtfully to various
perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and justify own views. Make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.

conclusions in a discussion or collaborative
activity
· Establish goals and roles for group
members and adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in friendly discussions and
decision-making activities
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in
a discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Summarize where others agree and disagree
with ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing
and responding to questions that connect to
broader ideas
· Reflect, evaluate and respond to comments
made by peers during discussion

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in
diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively,
qualitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and accuracy of
each source.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of
each source

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use
of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any false reasoning or
distorted evidence.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker
uses is logical/legitimate and if the evidence is
relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence,
judging if any of the speaker’s reasoning is
misleading
· Move from passive listener to active
participant
· Use text/source to show fallibility in
speaker’s reasoning

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings and supporting evidence
clearly, concisely, and logically. The content, organization,
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

· Formulate a clear and concise perspective
on a topic or issue and amass evidence to
support that perspective
· Draw information from primary and
secondary sources, and provide a conclusion
· Organize, develop, and produce a
presentation in a style appropriate to my purpose
and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and
purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.9-10.5.  Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual,
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in

· Engage audience and enhance their
understanding of findings, reasoning, and
evidence by incorporating digital media such as



presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning,
and evidence and to add interest.

textual, graphical, audio, visual, or interactive
elements

SL.9-10.6.  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English. (See grades 9-10
Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and
purpose
· Understand the difference between formal
and informal presentations and demonstrate a
command of formal English as necessary

Unit 2 Language Standards Unit 2 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.9-10.1.A. Use parallel structure.
L.9-10.1.B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb,
adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional,
absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun,
relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and
add variety and interest to writing or presentations.

· Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.;
repeated grammatical patterns, types of phrases,
and types of clauses) and how to use effectively
· Understand the differences between a
phrase and a clause
· Identify and use various types of phrases
and clauses
· Know sentence variety patterns
· Understand how sentence variety (use of
clauses and phrases) affects meaning and interest
· Vary sentence structure to convey specific
meaning and interest in writing and presentation

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.9-10.2.A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a
conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related
independent clauses.
L.9-10.2.B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
L.9-10.2.C.Spell correctly.

· Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to
link two or more closely related independent
clauses
· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation
· Know and use standard English spelling
conventions

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices for meaning, or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading, writing, speaking or listening.

L.9-10.3.A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to
demonstrate an understanding of the influence of
language.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make
effective choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to
comprehend more fully when reading, listening,
or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and
editing a work

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.9-10.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as clue to the meaning of a word
or phrase.

· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes
and roots to understand variations of word forms
and patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words
· Use context clues to derive word meaning (
connotation, denotation, word function and



L.9-10.4.B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word
changes that indicate different meanings or parts of
speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,
advocacy) and continue to apply knowledge of Greek
and Latin roots and affixes.
L.9-10.4.C. Consult general and specialized reference
materials (e.g., college-level dictionaries, rhyming
dictionaries, bilingual dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its
precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
L.9-10.4.D. Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

position)

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
L.9-10.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their
role in the text.
L.9-10.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words
with similar denotations.

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative
language within a text
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings
of words with similar definitions (ex. saunter
and walk)

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general
academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic
words and domain-specific words into reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies
(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
Examine if Scout’s school education accommodates different learning styles.
Are Miss Caroline’s teaching methods effective?
Analyze specific examples of 3 or more lessons learned outside of the classroom by characters in the novel.
Research 3 or more elements of a 19th, 20th, and 21st century classroom.
Determine what elements are necessary in the 21st century classroom.
Identify the 7 Learning Styles and evaluate how they support the education of all learners.
Determine relevant and reliable sources when conducting research.
Identify and utilize different persuasive techniques when writing an argument.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Core Texts:
To Kill a Mockingbird

Poetry:
Suli Breaks: “Why I Hate School but Love
Education”
“Education” A spoken Poem by Aadil Malik
“Another Brick in the Wall” by Pink Floyd



Speeches:
President Obama's speech on the value of education
Malala Yousafzai's speech at the Youth Takeover of
the United Nations
Ken Robinson: How to escape education's death
valley
10 TED talks on making schools great

Nonfiction:
Excerpts from:
The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace: A
Brilliant Young Man Who Left
Newark for the Ivy League
Tuesdays with Morrie

Articles:
Ongoing School Segregation
Role of Education Must Change
An Indian Education

Documents:
Plessy v. Ferguson
Brown v. Board of Education

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically

Formative:
❏ Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a minimum of 5 hours per week
outside of school ❏ Reader’s response notebook: 35
minutes per week combined ❏ Writer’s notebook: 35
minutes per week combined ❏ Students using
transactional theory as they read independently and
collaboratively ❏ Identify and analyze signposts
while reading ❏ Trace the development of theme and
character throughout the text ❏ Identify seven
learning styles ❏ Research 19th century, 20th
century, and 21st century American educational
practices ❏ Develop a classroom design that
addresses learning styles and 21st century design ❏
Identify and utilize different persuasive techniques
when writing an argument.

Summative:
Common Assessment- Literary Analysis Task

Benchmark:
Link It! diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Writing Portfolios



assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

Alternate:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits
Presentations
I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences



Unit 3: An Inquiry into Inequality
Unit Summary: Pope Francis said, “Inequality is the root of all social evils,” yet we find remnants of
inequality throughout history, and inequality continues to exist in the world today. Inequality is still far too
prevalent in society. Simple acts of discrimination and extreme acts of hatred occur everywhere and daily
news programs continually broadcast acts of inequality and injustice. To what will these acts ultimately lead?
Inequality and intolerance lead to acts of injustice, affecting not only adults, but children as well. Princess
Diana said, “The greatest problem in the world is intolerance.” If this is so, is the educator and philosopher,
Daisaku Ikeda, correct when he says that, “Education can help free our hearts from the impulse toward
intolerance and the rejection of others?” Reading various types of literature allows students to gain a deeper
understanding of diverse perspectives. When reading memoirs, the reader experiences an event or period of
time as seen through the narrator’s point of view. In order to bring about positive change, we must make
others aware of acts of inequality. In order to combat injustice we must examine diverse perspectives, discuss
them, and apply our acquired knowledge. Once we do this, we can build tolerance and community, regardless
of our differences. In this unit, you will employ facts discovered when researching examples of inequality and
intolerance in order to write a memoir through the eyes of a “survivor.” Your memoir should demonstrate
empathy and an understanding of inequality. It should also integrate multiple facts from your research. This
memoir will be electronically published for your peers to read and comment on. With more students aware of
inequality around the world, hopefully we can reduce global acts of injustice.

Enduring Understandings:
What we read affects how we make sense of our world and others.
Memoirs help us understand divergent points of view.
Studying inequality and intolerance can prevent future acts of injustice.
Reading memoirs and researching (qualitatively and quantitatively) helps create a deeper understanding of the
topic.

Essential Questions:
What strategies do good readers use when reading informational text?
What can we learn about history from reading personal accounts?
What is the relationship between inequality, intolerance, and injustice?
How can I use research coupled with memoirs to strengthen my writing?

Unit 3 Grade 9

Unit 3 Reading Standards Unit 3 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and
thorough textual evidence
and make relevant
connections to support

RI.9-10.1 Accurately cite
strong and thorough textual
evidence, (e.g., via
discussion, written

· Analyze the text for inferred and literal meanings
· Make personal connections, make connections to
other texts, and/or make global connections when
relevant
· Identify explicit and implicit textual evidence



analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferentially, including
determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

response, etc.) and make
relevant connections, to
support analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well
as inferentially, including
determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Use direct quotes, paraphrase, summarize
objectively

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from
the text
· Analyze relationship between implicit and
explicit text evidence and how it contributes to the
meaning of the text

RL.9-10.2 Determine a
theme or central idea of a
text and analyze in detail its
development over the
course of the text, including
how it emerges and is
shaped and refined by
specific details, and provide
an objective summary of the
text.

RI.9-10.2. Determine a
central idea of a text and
analyze how it is developed
and refined by specific
details; provide an
objective summary of the
text.

· Determine a theme and central idea
· Analyze how details develop the theme/central
idea
· Make inferences using explicit and implicit text
evidence
· Use the text to draw conclusions about the
theme/central idea
· Formulate an objective (free of personal bias)
summary of the text
· Determine how the theme/central idea emerges
and is refined or strengthened by key details
· Provide an objective summary of the text

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how
complex characters (e.g.,
those with multiple or
conflicting motivations)
develop over the course of a
text, interact with other
characters, and advance the
plot or develop the theme.

RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the
author unfolds an analysis
or series of ideas or events,
including the order in
which the points are made,
how they are introduced
and developed, and the
connections that are drawn
between them.

RL.9-10.3:
· Identify the details that develop characters as
dynamic or complex versus static or flat
· Identify multiple/conflicting character
motivations
· Analyze character interactions as they develop
plot
· Evaluate simple and complex relationships and/or
events
on plot development

RI.9-10.3:

· Identify a series of ideas or events that are
connected
· Analyze how the author presents the ideas or
events and how the ideas are introduced, sequenced,
and developed to contribute to the overall purpose of
the text
· Understand the relationship between a series of
ideas or events
· Identify and analyze word choice  that comprise a
series of events or ideas and how these keywords
advance the tension or events



RL.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the language
evokes a sense of time and
place; how it sets a formal
or informal tone).

RI.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g.,
how the language of a court
opinion differs from that of
a newspaper).

· Identify key words and determine figurative
meaning
· Identify key words and determine connotative
meaning
· Understand how word choice impacts meaning
(For example, how language evokes a sense of time and
place)
· Determine formal vs. informal tone
· Identify cumulative impact of word choice on
meaning and tone

RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an
author’s choices concerning
how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g.,
parallel plots), and
manipulate time (e.g.,
pacing, flashbacks) create
specific effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise.

RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail
how an author’s ideas or
claims are developed and
refined by particular
sentences, paragraphs, or
larger portions of a text
(e.g., a section or chapter).

RL.9-10.5:
· Understand and describe how an author has
chosen to structure a text and order events within it
· Analyze how the author’s choices to structure a
text and manipulate time can create mystery, tension,
or surprise for the reader

RI.9-10.5:
· Investigate how an author structures the text and
develops ideas
· Analyze how the structure of a text and order of
ideas or claims within it affect the overall purpose of
the text and how they are developed and shaped by
particular sentences, paragraphs, or longer portions of
a text

RL.9-10.6. Analyze a
particular point of view or
cultural experience reflected
in a work of literature from
outside the United States,
drawing on a wide reading
of world literature.

RI.9-10.6. Determine an
author's point of view or
purpose in a text and
analyze how an author uses
rhetorical devices to
advance that point of view
or purpose.

RL.9-10.6:
· Recognize and understand a particular point of
view or cultural experience reflected in a text from
outside the United States
· Read multiple texts from world literature to
analyze a particular point of view or cultural
experience reflected in a text
· Analyze how a particular point of view or cultural
experience is reflected in a text
· Analyze how culture impacts a particular point of
view

RI.9-10.6:
· Identify rhetorical devices and text structures that
may develop the purpose of the piece
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose



RL.9-10.7. Analyze the
representation of a subject
or a key scene in two
different artistic mediums,
including what is
emphasized or absent in
each work (e.g., Auden's
"Musée des Beaux Arts"
and Breughel's Landscape
with the Fall of Icarus).

· Compare and contrast how various accounts of a
subject are told in two different mediums
· Analyze how the details emphasized in each
account of a subject told in different mediums affect
the overall message

RL.9-10.9. Analyze and
reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge,
historical/cultural context,
and background knowledge)
how an author draws on and
transforms source material
in a specific work (e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a theme
or topic from mythology or
the Bible or how a later
author draws on a play by
Shakespeare).

· Recognize when an author draws on and then
transforms source material (such as a theme or topic)
from another text
· Understand allusions
· Identify allusions
· Compare and contrast use of common
ideas/topics between texts or allusions within texts

Unit 3 Writing Standards Unit 3 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen
details, and well-structured event sequences.

W.9-10.3.A. Engage and orient the reader by
setting out a problem, situation, or observation,
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a
smooth progression of experiences or events.
W.9-10.3.B. Use narrative techniques, such as
dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events,
and/or characters.
W.9-10.3.C. Use a variety of techniques to
sequence events so that they build on one another
to create a coherent, complete, and comprehensive
piece.
W.9-10.3.D. Use precise words and phrases,
telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting,
and/or characters.
W.9-10.3.E. Provide a conclusion that follows
from and reflects on what is experienced,

· Convey experiences, real or imagined
· Use time as the deep structure of the narrative
· Form or structure based on a progression of
events that build upon each other
· Use effective details using precise language
· Construct clear point(s) of view established
through a narrator, provide characters, and present a
situation
· Apply narrative techniques including dialogue,
description, and plot in order to develop experiences,
events, and/or characters choosing words that create
vivid pictures
· Provide a conclusion to the events they set out at
the beginning of their narrative



observed, or resolved over the course of the
narrative.

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· Determine  writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant
for a specific purpose and audience.

· Develop and use appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Understand writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience

W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity
to link to other information and to display information
flexibly and dynamically.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Choose and evaluate appropriate platform
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products

W.9-10.7.(Choice) Conduct short as well as more sustained
research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research
projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions
when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information

W.9-10.8.(Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each
source in answering the research question; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format
for citation  (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

· Gather print and digital information
· Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize quotes within writing to further claims
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA,
APA, etc.)

W.9-10.9.(Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
nonfiction informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

W.9-10.9.A. Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards
to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on
and transforms source material in a specific work
[e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from
mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws
on a play by Shakespeare]").

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection,
and research



W.9-10.9.B. Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards
to nonfiction informational (e.g., "Delineate and
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false
statements and fallacious reasoning").

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision

Unit 3 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 3 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and
Skills

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.

SL.9-10.1.A.Come to discussions prepared,
having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful,
well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1.B.Collaborate with peers to set rules for
discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking votes
on key issues, presentation of alternate views);
develop clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g.
student developed rubric) and assign individual
roles as needed.
SL.9-10.1.C.Propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas;
actively incorporate others into the discussion;
and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions.
SL.9-10.1.D.Respond thoughtfully to various
perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and justify own views. Make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and
teacher-led discussions
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Collaborate with peers to set guidelines for class
discussions
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions
in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in friendly discussions and
decision-making activities
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with
ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas
· Reflect, evaluate and respond to comments made
by peers during discussion



SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning,
and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any false
reasoning or distorted evidence.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if
any of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Move from passive listener to active participant
· Use text/source to show fallibility in speaker’s
reasoning

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings and supporting
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and concise perspective on a
topic or issue and amass evidence to support that
perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in
a style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual,
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in
presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Engage audience and enhance their understanding
of findings, reasoning, and evidence by incorporating
digital media such as textual, graphical, audio, visual,
or interactive elements

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English. (See grades
9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English as necessary

Unit 3 Language Standards Unit 3 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

L.9-10.1.A. Use parallel structure.
L.9-10.1.B. Use various types of phrases (noun,
verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent,
dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey
specific meanings and add variety and interest to
writing or presentations.

· Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.;
repeated grammatical patterns, types of phrases, and
types of clauses)
· Understand the differences between a phrase and
a clause
· Identify and use various types of phrases and
clauses
· Know sentence variety patterns
· Vary sentence structure to convey specific
meaning and interest in writing and presentation



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

L.9-10.2.A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a
conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
L.9-10.2.B. Use a colon to introduce a list or
quotation.
L.9-10.2.C.Spell correctly.

· Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to link
two or more closely related independent clauses
· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation
· Apply the use of standard English spelling
conventions

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices for meaning, or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading, writing, speaking or listening.

L.9-10.3.A. Vary word choice and sentence
structure to demonstrate an understanding of the
influence of language.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend
more fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and
editing a work

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.

L.9-10.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning
of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s
position or function in a sentence) as clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.
L.9-10.4.B. Identify and correctly use patterns of
word changes that indicate different meanings or
parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical;
advocate, advocacy) and continue to apply
knowledge of Greek and Latin roots and affixes.
L.9-10.4.C. Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., college-level
dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part
of speech, or its etymology.
L.9-10.4.D. Verify the preliminary determination
of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary).

· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words
· Use context clues to derive word meaning (
connotation, denotation, word function and position)

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
L.9-10.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative
language within a text
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of
words with similar definitions (ex. saunter and walk)



euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
L.9-10.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of
words with similar denotations.

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the
college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or
expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words
and domain-specific words into reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
Write memoirs that insightfully explain a real or imagined first person account of injustice.
Create a well-developed narrator/character.
Engage and orient the reader by setting a historically accurate problem and situation.
Create a smooth progression of experiences/events.
Use a variety of transitions to create a coherent whole.
Writing reflects what was read/experienced/observed/ resolved in the memoir.
Effectively uses a variety of narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, and description to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.
Uses precise words/phrases, relevant descriptive details and sensory language to capture the action and
convey the experiences/events.
Seamlessly integrates historically accurate information Develops a bibliography with a variety (books,
internet, primary sources, etc.) of credible sources.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Core Text: Night Optional Texts:
Chinese Cinderella
A Yellow Raft in Blue Water
Baddawi
Farewell to Manzanar
Persepolis

Short Stories:
"Say Yes" Tobias Wolff
"Desiree's Baby" by Kate Chopin
"The Yellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

Documents:
Declaration of Independenc e

Articles:
Muslim Bullying-NPR article

Poetry:
"Still I Rise" by Maya Angelou



The Power of a Smile-Tupac Shakur
MARTIN NIEMÖLLER: "FIRST THEY CAME
FOR THE SOCIALISTS..."
Never Again Lyrics-Wu Tang Clan

Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension
●Provide extended time ● Simplify written and
verbal instructions ● Seating arrangements to
enhance teacher-student and student-student
interactions and instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem

Formative:
❏ Minimum of 45 minutes per week of independent
reading in class and a minimum of 5 hours per week
outside of school ❏ Reader’s response notebooks: 35
minutes per week combined ❏ Writer’s notebooks:
35 minutes per week combined ❏ Students using
transactional theory as they read independently and
collaboratively ❏ Students identifying and analyzing
signposts as they read ❏ Research inequality and
acts of intolerance ❏ Development of memoir
through the use of: theme, mood, dialogue, character,
and sequencing ❏ Writing with a focus on
strengthening author’s voice ❏ Implement emotional
appeals when writing.

Summative:
Common Assessment- Research Simulation Task

Benchmark:
Link It! diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternate:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits
I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences



Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension

Unit 4: The Dilemma of Developing Decisions
Unit Summary:
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet contains universal themes which ring true today. The characters in Romeo
and Juliet make flawed decisions based on feelings and have to deal with the tragic consequences. How many
times have you made a choice without first considering the consequences? What was the outcome? Eleanor
Roosevelt said, “One’s philosophy is not best expressed in words; it is expressed in the choices one
makes...and the choices we make are ultimately our responsibility.” Are teenagers ultimately responsible for
the choices they make, or does brain development have something to do with it? How do decisions teenagers
make, regardless of their brain development, affect their futures and others around them? While we read
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet you will develop a decision-making guide that teens could use today. What if
Shakespeare’s characters had access to this guide? Consider how the plot would change if one character acted
differently after using the ideas presented in your decision-making guide. After analyzing one character and
creating decision-making timelines, develop an alternate ending that describes how the outcome changed with
more thought-out decisions. In this unit you will discover that there are resources available to assist you in
making informed, intelligent decisions when faced with seemingly impossible situations. Characters in
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet act in haste without consulting people who have their best interests at heart.
By creating decision-making guides, and analyzing the decision-making process of a character you will not



only develop a greater understanding of the plot, but will also see that just as the characters had many other
options and resources to guide them, you do too.

Enduring Understandings:
Decision-making is a process.
Good research involves accurate ideas being supported by evidence.
Choices can cause a change in character.
Using textual evidence can help support and clarify a claim and better understand an author’s point. Proficient
readers develop and use a variety of strategies to attend to information from different sources.

Essential Questions:
How does an author develop character?
How can one improve their decision-making skills?
What can we learn from characters in a text?
How can we use this author’s style in our writing?

Unit 4 Grade 9

Unit 4 Reading Standards Unit 4 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and
thorough textual evidence
and make relevant
connections to support
analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferentially, including
determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

RI.9-10.1 Accurately cite
strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g.,
via discussion, written
response, etc.) and make
relevant connections, to
support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as
well as inferentially,
including determining
where the text leaves
matters uncertain.

· Analyze the text for inferred and literal meanings
· Make personal connections, make connections to
other texts, and/or make global connections when
relevant
· Identify explicit and implicit textual evidence
· Determine the difference between strong and
insufficient (unreliable) details
· Use direct quotes, paraphrase, summarize
objectively

· Draw conclusions/make logical judgments about the
information within the text on the basis of evidence and prior
conclusions/prior experience

· Support inference using several examples from the
text
· Analyze relationship between implicit and explicit
text evidence and how it contributes to the meaning of
the text



RL.9-10.2 Determine a
theme or central idea of a
text and analyze in detail its
development over the course
of the text, including how it
emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details,
and provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.9-10.2. Determine a
central idea of a text and
analyze how it is
developed and refined by
specific details; provide
an objective summary of
the text.

· Determine a theme and central idea
· Analyze how details develop the theme/central idea
· Make inferences using explicit and implicit text
evidence
· Use the text to draw conclusions about the
theme/central idea
· Formulate an objective (free of personal bias)
summary of the text
· Determine how the theme/central idea emerges and
is refined or strengthened by key details
· Provide an objective summary of the text

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how
complex characters (e.g.,
those with multiple or
conflicting motivations)
develop over the course of a
text, interact with other
characters, and advance the
plot or develop the theme.

RI.9-10.3. Analyze how
the author unfolds an
analysis or series of ideas
or events, including the
order in which the points
are made, how they are
introduced and
developed, and the
connections that are
drawn between them.

RL.9-10.3:
· Identify the details that develop characters as
dynamic or complex versus static or flat
· Identify multiple/conflicting character motivations
· Analyze character interactions as they develop plot
· Evaluate simple and complex relationships and/or
events
on plot development

RI.9-10.3:

· Identify a series of ideas or events that are
connected
· Analyze how the author presents the ideas or
events and how the ideas are introduced, sequenced,
and developed to contribute to the overall purpose of
the text
· Understand the relationship between a series of
ideas or events
· Identify and analyze word choice  that comprise a
series of events or ideas and how these key words
advance the tension or events

RL.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in
the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone
(e.g., how the language
evokes a sense of time and
place; how it sets a formal or
informal tone).

RI.9-10.4. Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are used
in a text, including
figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the
language of a court
opinion differs from that
of a newspaper).

· Identify key words and determine figurative
meaning
· Identify key words and determine connotative
meaning
· Understand how word choice impacts meaning (For
example, how language evokes a sense of time and
place)
· Determine formal vs. informal tone
· Identify cumulative impact of word choice on
meaning and tone

RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an RI.9-10.5. Analyze in
RL.9-10.5:

· Understand and describe how an author has chosen



author’s choices concerning
how to structure a text, order
events within it (e.g.,
parallel plots), and
manipulate time (e.g.,
pacing, flashbacks) create
specific effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise.

detail how an author’s
ideas or claims are
developed and refined by
particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger
portions of a text (e.g., a
section or chapter).

to structure a text and order events within it
· Analyze how the author’s choices to structure a
text and manipulate time can create mystery, tension, or
surprise for the reader

RI.9-10.5:
· Investigate how an author structures the text and
develops ideas
· Analyze how the structure of a text and order of
ideas or claims within it affect the overall purpose of
the text and how they are developed and shaped by
particular sentences, paragraphs, or longer portions of a
text

RL.9-10.6. Analyze a
particular point of view or
cultural experience reflected
in a work of literature from
outside the United States,
drawing on a wide reading
of world literature.

RI.9-10.6. Determine an
author's point of view or
purpose in a text and
analyze how an author
uses rhetorical devices to
advance that point of
view or purpose.

RL.9-10.6:
· Recognize and understand a particular point of
view or cultural experience reflected in a text from
outside the United States
· Read multiple texts from world literature to
analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience
reflected in a text
· Analyze how a particular point of view or cultural
experience is reflected in a text
· Analyze how culture impacts a particular point of
view

RI.9-10.6:
· Determine the author’s overall purpose
· Analyze how an author uses various rhetorical
strategies to advance that purpose
· Identify rhetorical devices and text structures that
advance the purpose of the piece

RL.9-10.9. Analyze and
reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge,
historical/cultural context,
and background knowledge)
how an author draws on and
transforms source material
in a specific work (e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a theme
or topic from mythology or
the Bible or how a later
author draws on a play by
Shakespeare).

RI.9-10.9. Analyze and
reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge,
historical/cultural
context, and background
knowledge) documents of
historical and literary
significance, (e.g.,
Washington’s Farewell
Address the Gettysburg
Address, Roosevelt’s
Four Freedoms speech,
King’s “Letter from
Birmingham Jail”,
Declaration of the Rights
of Man and Citizen, U.N.
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, etc.),
including how they relate

RL.9-10.9:
· Recognize when an author draws on and then
transforms source material (such as a theme or topic)
from another text

RI.9-10.9:
· Study and evaluate influential U.S. documents
· Evaluate the theme and significant concepts as
these are relevant to the historical context and
background knowledge



in terms of themes and
significant concepts.

RL.9-10.10. By the end of
grade 9, read and
comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas,
and poems at grade level
text-complexity (see
Appendix A) or above with
scaffolding as needed.

RI.9-10.10. By the end of
grade 9, read and
comprehend literary
nonfiction (see Appendix
A) at grade level
text-complexity (see
Appendix A) or above
with scaffolding as
needed.

· Closely read various forms of literature
independently and fluently, including stories, dramas,
and poems
· Demonstrate comprehension of various forms of
literary text
· Make connections among ideas and between texts
· Consider a wider range of textual evidence
· Become more sensitive to inconsistencies,
ambiguities, and poor reasoning in texts
· Monitor comprehension
· Determine when comprehension is not occurring,
and subsequently employ appropriate reading and
note-taking strategies and/or ask for help in order to
understand portions of a difficult text.

Unit 4 Writing Standards Unit 4 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills

W.9-10.2.Write informative/explanatory texts to examine
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

W.9-10.2.A. Introduce a topic; organize complex
ideas, concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions; include
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension.
W.9-10.2.B. Develop the topic with well-chosen,
relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples appropriate to the
audience's knowledge of the topic.
W.9-10.2.C. Use appropriate and varied
transitions to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships
among complex ideas and concepts.
W.9-10.2.D. Use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.
W.9-10.2.E. Establish and maintain a style and
tone appropriate to the audience and purpose
(e.g. formal and objective for academic writing)
while attending to the norms and conventions of

· Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
details, and quotes
· Use sources that are appropriate to task, audience,
and purpose
· Select precise words and domain-specific
vocabulary
· Introduce a topic arranging ideas, concepts, and
information to show interrelationships
· Format effectively
· Develop a topic
· Organize graphics
· Provide multimedia when useful
· Use transitions to link together the major sections
of the text
· Write a concluding statement that supports the
information presented
· Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate
to the audience and purpose (e.g. formal and objective
for academic writing)
· Decide what organization is most effective for
purpose, audience, and task
· Determine how many facts, definitions, details,
quotations and other information are needed



the discipline in which they are writing.
W.9-10.2.F. Provide a concluding paragraph or
section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented (e.g.,
articulating implications or the significance of
the topic).

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations
for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· Determine writing task type and its appropriate
organizational structure
· Identify and understand the writing purpose
· Determine and address the audience appropriately
· Understand and utilize appropriate style

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.

· Develop and use appropriate planning templates
· Understand and utilize revision techniques
· Understand writing as a process
· Plan, revise, edit, rewrite, or try a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose or audience

W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s
capacity to link to other information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.

· Use technology proficiently for production,
publication, and collaboration
· Choose and evaluate appropriate platform
· Link and cite sources
· Create shared writing products

W.9-10.7. (Choice) Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to answer a question (including
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

· Conduct short and more sustained research projects
· Conduct research drawing on multiple sources
· Understand steps of an investigation
· Develop an inquiry question
· Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions
when appropriate
· Know how to broaden or narrow an inquiry
· Synthesize and summarize information

W.9-10.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of
each source in answering the research question; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard
format for citation  (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

· Gather print and digital information
· Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
· Assess whether information from reliable and
authoritative sources is relevant
· Utilize quotes within writing to further claims
· Paraphrase correctly
· Follow a standard format for citation (MLA, APA,
etc.)

W.9-10.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or
nonfiction informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

W.9-10.9.A.Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to
literature (e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on and
transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how

· Assess soundness of reasoning and relevance of
textual evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
· Utilize evidence to support analysis, reflection, and
research



Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the
Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare]").

W.9-10.9.B.Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to
nonfiction informational (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and
sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious
reasoning").

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· Design a plan to appropriately match the task,
purpose, and audience that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision.
· Write routinely over shorter and extended time
frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
· Synthesize research gathered over shorter time
frames into a long-term research project.
· Manage a long-term research project that
incorporates research, reflection, and revision.

Unit 4 Speaking and Listening  Standards Unit 4 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.

SL.9-10.1.A.Come to discussions prepared,
having read and researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
SL.9-10.1.B.Collaborate with peers to set rules
for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking
votes on key issues, presentation of alternate
views); develop clear goals and assessment
criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and
assign individual roles as needed.
SL.9-10.1.C.Propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas;
actively incorporate others into the discussion;
and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions.
SL.9-10.1.D.Respond thoughtfully to various
perspectives, summarize points of agreement
and disagreement, and justify own views. Make
new connections in light of the evidence and
reasoning presented.

· Effectively participate in one-on-one, group, and
teacher-led discussions
· Articulate ideas clearly and persuasively in a
discussion
· Prepare for discussions
· Read and research materials beforehand
· Refer to evidence from texts and other research
· Draw from and build on the ideas of others in a
discussion
· Collaborate with peers to set guidelines for class
discussions
· Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions
in a discussion or collaborative activity
· Establish goals and roles for group members and
adhere to assigned roles
· Participate in friendly discussions and
decision-making activities
· Respect and promote diverse perspectives in a
discussion or collaborative activity
· Encourage others to participate in a discussion or
collaborative activity
· Summarize where others agree and disagree with
ideas and perspectives
· Continue to propel conversations by posing and
responding to questions that connect to broader ideas
· Reflect, evaluate and respond to comments made
by peers during discussion



SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information
presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, qualitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source.

· Listen to and evaluate multiple sources of
information in diverse formats and media
· Evaluate the credibility and accuracy of each
source

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning,
and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any false
reasoning or distorted evidence.

· Evaluate whether the reasoning a speaker uses is
logical/legitimate and if the evidence is relevant
· Identify false statements or evidence, judging if
any of the speaker’s reasoning is misleading
· Move from passive listener to active participant
· Use text/source to show fallibility in speaker’s
reasoning

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings and supporting
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content,
organization, development, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

· Formulate a clear and concise perspective on a
topic or issue and amass evidence to support that
perspective
· Draw information from primary and secondary
sources, and provide a conclusion
· Organize, develop, and produce a presentation in a
style appropriate to my purpose and audience
· Present information clearly, concisely, and
logically
· Use correct eye contact
· Adapt volume and tone to audience and purpose
· Speak with clear pronunciation

SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g.,
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements)
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Engage audience and enhance their understanding
of findings, reasoning, and evidence by incorporating
digital media such as textual, graphical, audio, visual, or
interactive elements.

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English. (See grades
9-10 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific
expectations.)

· Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
· Understand the difference between formal and
informal presentations and demonstrate a command of
formal English as necessary

Unit 4 Language Standards Unit 4 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

L.9-10.1.A. Use parallel structure.
L.9-10.1.B. Use various types of phrases (noun,
verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,
prepositional, absolute) and clauses
(independent, dependent; noun, relative,
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add
variety and interest to writing or presentations.

· Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.; repeated
grammatical patterns, types of phrases, and types of
clauses)
· Understand the differences between a phrase and a
clause
· Identify and use various types of phrases and
clauses
· Know sentence variety patterns
· Vary sentence structure to convey specific meaning
and interest in writing and presentation



L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

L.9-10.2.A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a
conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely
related independent clauses.
L.9-10.2.B. Use a colon to introduce a list or
quotation.
L.9-10.2.C.Spell correctly.

· Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to link two
or more closely related independent clauses
· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation
· Know and use standard English spelling
conventions

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices for meaning, or style, and to comprehend more
fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.

L.9-10.3.A. Vary word choice and sentence
structure to demonstrate an understanding of the
influence of language.

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different situations
· Apply knowledge of language to make effective
choices to shape the meaning and style
· Apply knowledge of language to comprehend more
fully when reading, listening, or speaking
· Consult a style manual, which conforms to
discipline-specific guidelines, while writing and editing
a work

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range
of strategies.

L.9-10.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a
word’s position or function in a sentence) as
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.9-10.4.B. Identify and correctly use patterns
of word changes that indicate different meanings
or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis,
analytical; advocate, advocacy) and continue to
apply knowledge of Greek and Latin roots and
affixes.
L.9-10.4.C. Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., college-level
dictionaries, rhyming dictionaries, bilingual
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word
or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its
part of speech, or its etymology.
L.9-10.4.D. Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word or
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning
in context or in a dictionary).

· Use context clues to derive word meaning (
connotation, denotation, word position and function)
· Use knowledge of Greek and Latin affixes and
roots to understand variations of word forms and
patterns
· Consult reference materials to derive word
meanings and correct pronunciation of words
· Trace the etymology of words

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word

relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

· Interpret and analyze the use of figurative language
within a text
· Analyze slight differences in the meanings of
words with similar definitions (ex. saunter and walk)



L.9-10.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,
euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze
their role in the text.
L.9-10.5.B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of
words with similar denotations.

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at
the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension
or expression.

· Acquire general academic words from
content-specific written texts
· Independently integrate general academic words
and domain-specific words into reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level

Interdisciplinary Connections
Other Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Opportunities for SEL

21st Century Life and Careers Technology

21st Century Life and Career Standards Career Ready
Practices:❖ CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing
citizen and employee. ❖ CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills. ❖ CRP3. Attend to
personal health and financial well-being. ❖ CRP4.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. ❖
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of decisions. ❖ CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation. ❖ CRP7. Employ valid and reliable
research strategies. ❖ CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to
make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. ❖
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective
management. ❖ CRP10. Plan education and career paths
aligned to personal goals. ❖ CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity. ❖ CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural global competence.

Personal Financial Literacy:❖ 9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how
citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of
economic resources to achieve societal goals and provide
individual services.

Career Awareness, Exploration and Preparation:
❖ 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and
leadership skills that can be developed through school,
home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a
career.

Career and Technical Education:❖ 9.3.12.AC-DES.2
Use effective communication skills and strategies

NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards for
Technology



(listening, speaking, reading, writing and graphic
communications) to work with clients and colleagues. ❖
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and
multimedia communication in multiple formats and
contexts. ❖ 9.3.HT-RFB.4 Demonstrate leadership
qualities and collaboration with others.

Unit Objectives:
Character decisions described completely and accurately and recorded in chronological order. Accurately
describes an alternate decision that could have been made.
Describes in detail other events that would result from this change.
Details 2 other outcomes for character if he/she had made a different decision.
Explains how a different decision would have affected 1-2 other characters.
Uses dialogue effectively to develop experiences, events and/or character.
Effectively sequences events to build on one another, creating a coherent whole.
Properly formats bibliography.
Locate 5 or more reliable sources on decision making.
Accurately summarizes all sources.

Student Learning

Core Instructional Materials and Resources Supplemental Instructional Materials and
Resources

Core Texts:
Romeo and Juliet

Optional Text:
Beautiful Boy

Short Stories:
“The Lady or the Tiger?” Frank Stockton
“The Three Questions” by Leo Tolstoy
“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant
“The Choice” by Wayland Young
“A Sound of Thunder” by Ray Bradbury

Poetry:
“The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost
“Her Dilemma” by Thomas Hardy

Nonfiction:
Insight into the Teenage Brain
Image of the brain and its parts
Brain handout master
Adolescent Brain Infographic

Articles:
NY Times  Teenage Decision Making
Adolescence and the Teenage Crush
Romeo and Juliet in Bosnia
Romeo and Juliet in Afghanistan
National Geographic Teenage Brains



Accommodations/Modifications Assessment

Special Education Students ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of
responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

504 Students ● Provide clear and specific
directions● Allow for alternate forms of responses-
drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Utilize
graphic organizers to help provide a purpose for
reading and increase comprehension ● Assign peer
tutor ● Provide clear and specific directions ●
Provide class notes ahead of time to allow students to
preview material and increase comprehension ●
Provide extended time ● Simplify written and verbal
instructions ● Seating arrangements to enhance
teacher-student and student-student interactions and
instruction

Gifted and Talented ● Extension activities ●
Opportunities for Critical Thinking, problem
Solving/Design Challenges ● Technology Integration
● Student Choice Activities and Student Driven
Activities ● Group Projects ● Tiered Activities

English Language Learners ● Provide clear and
specific directions ● Allow for alternate forms of

Formative: ❏ Minimum of 45 minutes per week of
independent reading in class and a minimum of 5
hours per week outside of school ❏ Reader’s
response notebooks: 35 minutes per week combined
❏ Writer’s notebooks: 35 minutes per week
combined ❏ Students using transactional theory as
they read independently and collaboratively ❏
Students identifying and analyzing signposts as they
read ❏ Identify the parts of and analyze the parts of
the adolescent brain ❏ Trace the decisions made by
characters/character development throughout the plot
❏ Define and identify poetic devices and literary
concepts throughout the text ❏ Correctly use MLA
format ❏ Create dialogue that mimics language of
the text (Shakespearean language)

Summative:
Common Assessment- Speech Presentation

Benchmark:
Link It! diagnostic
NJSLA Assessment
Writing Portfolios

Alternate:
Independent reading/literature circles
Choice boards
Skits
Presentations
I-search research
Small group reading and writing conferences



responses- drawing or speaking instead of writing to
demonstrate knowledge when you are not specifically
assessing writing ● Provide class notes ahead of time
to allow students to preview material and increase
comprehension ● Provide extended time ● Simplify
written and verbal instructions ● Allow the use of an
online dictionary to look up the definition and hear
the pronunciation of unknown words ● Use visual
representations ● Allow use of first language ● Peer
tutoring/partner work ● Repeated directions ● Limit
number of concepts/vocabulary words

Students At Risk of School Failure ● Cooperative
Learning groups ● Multiple intelligences to meet all
types of learners ● Review and make necessary IEP
modifications/504 plan ● Whiteboards ● Flexible
Grouping ● Graphic Organizer ● Desk-Side
Conferencing ● Personal Agendas ● Think/Pair
Share ● Open-Ended Activities ● Games ● Multiple
Level Questions ● Alternative Assessment and
rubrics ● Flashcards ● Listening Comprehension


