
  
 

 

  HS East AP Literature Summer Assignment  

Ms. Morgan / HS East / W24     

lmorgan@trschools.com      

 

 

NOTE:  Guidance processes course requests and prerequisites over the summer, usually confirming 

enrollments in July. Attending this meeting DOES NOT MEAN you are officially in the course yet.  

If you complete this assignment before Guidance confirms placement, you do so AT YOUR OWN RISK! 

 

Materials:  Looseleaf Binder (1.5” to 2” with the following recommended 5-section headings:  

                                        Class Discussion / Writing / Reading Notes / ILE Notes / Vocabulary);  

                       Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (or equivalent; NOT “student” dictionary)   

                       Sticky Notes (Post-Its®, etc; multi-colored 3” & 1” squares are most handy)   

 

Course Overview:  Between now and May, you will be aiming to achieve mastery over an extensive 

range of literary genres and time periods from at least the Renaissance through contemporary literature 

(though the Ancient and Medieval eras also bear much sweet fruit), and represented by as many 

individual works of literature as possible, from full-length novels and plays to short stories and poems. 

Competence with as much literary terminology as possible combined with knowledge of relevant 

historical and cultural contexts and development of a strong analytic writing style further support success 

on the exam — and well beyond. I am honored to share that I hear from former students every year  

who report that this course made the difference for them — regardless of their future fields of study.  

 

Summer Assignment, Part A:  Reading for Fun and Profit! (or at least for credit...) 

Independently read in its entirety AT LEAST ONE* full-length literary work that you have NOT read 

before from the list at the top of page 2 of this document, while also using a copy of the AP Literature 

Summer Assignment Log DOC file on my eBoard to track 5 specific types of observations (special  

literary techniques, narrative perspective / narrative persona, characterization / character development,  

plot development, theme development) from at least 5 different pages reflecting specific stages of the  

novel (exposition, rising action, dramatic climax / turning point, falling action, resolution) as detailed  

in the AP Lit Summer Assignment Log file. Please share your Log file with me through GoogleDocs  

as you work on it over the summer, which will make it easier for you to ask me questions along the way,  

and be sure to complete your work before the first day of school. When you return in September,  

you will also need to prepare literary analysis worksheets and be able to discuss and write extensively 

about your selected summer readings in their entirety, which will also form part of your vitally important 

“reading arsenal” for the AP Lit Exam in May. 

*NOTE: Students electing to read and complete the Log work on TWO OR MORE novels  

from the list will earn partial credit toward independent reading assignments throughout the year, 

understanding that they would also be asked to do some additional work at the time of the actual 

assignments, including addressing aspects of literature being learned at that point of the course.  

ALSO, if you are interested in working on reading selections other than or in addition to what is listed  

at the top of page 2, first send me an email at lmorgan@trschools.com to see whether it is possible  

to credit that work toward this assignment or toward the course, and how best to process that work. 

 

Summer Assignment, Part B:  Interdisciplinary Treasure Hunt!   

Complete Independent Learning Experience (ILE) as detailed in the AP Lit Summer Assignment Log file.  

[See page 2 for list of Summer Assignment selections.] 
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AP Literature Summer Reading Selections  

[Secure parental permission before reading any work listed; see page 1 for further instructions.]

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Mark Twain) 

All the Pretty Horses (Cormac McCarthy) 

Atonement (Ian McEwan) 

Beloved (Toni Morrison) 

Bless Me, Ultima (Rudolfo Anaya) 

Blindness (José Saramago) 

The Bonesetter’s Daughter (Amy Tan) 

Candide (Voltaire, i.e. FranÇois-Marie Arouet) 

Ceremony (Leslie Marmon Silko) 

The Color Purple (Alice Walker) 

Crime and Punishment (Fyodor Dostoevsky) 

Cry, the Beloved Country (Alan Paton) 

East of Eden (John Steinbeck) 

Emma (Jane Austen) 

Exit West (Mohsin Hamid) 

A Farewell to Arms (Ernest Hemingway) 

Far from the Madding Crowd (Thomas Hardy) 

Faust, Part 1 (Johann Wolfgang von Goethe) 

The Grapes of Wrath (John Steinbeck) 

Great Expectations (Charles Dickens) 

The Handmaid’s Tale (Margaret Atwood) 

Homegoing (Yaa Gyasi) 

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter  

(Erika L. Sánchez) 

If Beale Street Could Talk (James Baldwin) 

The Importance of Being Earnest (Oscar Wilde) 

Insurrecto (Gina Apostol) 

In the Time of the Butterflies (Julia Alvarez) 

Jane Eyre (Charlotte Brontë) 

The Kite Runner (Khaled Hosseini) 

The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love (Oscar Hijuelos) 

The Mayor of Casterbridge (Thomas Hardy) 

The Mill on the Floss (George Eliot,  

i.e. Mary Ann Evans) 

My Antonia (Willa Cather) 

No Country for Old Men (Cormac McCarthy)  

Northanger Abbey (Jane Austen) 

O Pioneers! (Willa Cather) 

Orlando (Virginia Woolf) 

The Plague of Doves (Louise Erdrich) 

The Poisonwood Bible (Barbara Kingsolver) 

The Remains of the Day (Kazuo Ishiguro) 

The Scarlet Letter (Nathaniel Hawthorne) 

Sing, Unburied, Sing (Jesmyn Ward) 

The Stranger (Albert Camus) 

A Streetcar Named Desire (Tennessee Williams) 

A Tale of Two Cities (Charles Dickens) 

The Tempest (William Shakespeare) 

Tender Is the Night (F. Scott Fitzgerald) 

Their Eyes Were Watching God (Zora Neale Hurston) 

There There (Tommy Orange) 

To the Lighthouse (Virginia Woolf) 

The Trial (Franz Kafka) 

The Unvanquished (William Faulkner) 

Wolf Hall (Hilary Mantel) 

Wuthering Heights (Emily Brontë)

 

DO YOUR OWN INTERPRETIVE WORK!  Using “easy interpretation” or “easy reference” sources 

(Wikipedia, Goodreads, SparkNotes, et al), using uncredited or uncited material from any source, and 

copying or submitting the same (or significantly similar) work as another person are NOT ALLOWED  

for these assignments. Such actions, if detected, will result in 0’s and DISCIPLINARY ACTION.  

      I would rather you get it FLAT WRONG all by yourself than STEAL it from somebody else!!    
If you are seriously attempting to UNDERSTAND what you are reading, and a high-quality dictionary  

and online glossary of literary terms are not sufficient help, there is a remedy aside from “looking up  

answers online” or “copying from someone else”:  

  EMAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO ME at  lmorgan@trschools.com! 

 


