
ADVANCED HONORS ENGLISH II - SUMMER READ ASSIGNMENT -  

TOMS RIVER REGIONAL SCHOOLS 

Advanced Honors English is a preparatory class for both Advanced Placement Literature and 

Composition and Advanced Placement Language and Composition and as such, it requires 

participation, planning and dedication from the students who are enrolled.   The reading schedule will 

be demanding (yet rewarding!) and it begins this summer.  Below is a list of the books your child can 

choose from to complete the summer reading assignments for Advanced Honors.  We encourage you 

to discuss the choices with your child and decide on a book together.  

Required Read:  How To Read Literature Like A Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

Choice book  from the following list: 

And The Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini 

In The Time Of The Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See 

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

  Summaries of each book are included below.  Copies of each book can be purchased used online at 

sites such as Amazon or Thriftbooks.com.  We strongly encourage purchasing a paper copy of both 

books (either new or used).  Purchasing the book allows students  to actively read, take notes and 

highlight right on the text, which will be valuable when we return to school, as both books will be the 

basis for writing and class assignments in September.  

Both books should be read by the students over the course of the summer.  All students should 

annotate their texts as they read.  Please see the attached guide for text annotation if your child is 

unsure of how to annotate a text. 
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Advanced Honors 
Summer Read book summaries 
Directions: As you read, annotate the text thoroughly, focusing on the themes, ideas and 

devices in the provided handout. 

Required read: How To Read Literature Like A Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

Optional reads (please choose one): 

In The Time of the Butterflies  by Julia Alvarez 

It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their wrecked Jeep at 

the bottom of a 150-foot cliff on the north coast of the Dominican Republic. The official state 

newspaper reports their deaths as accidental. It does not mention that a fourth sister lives. Nor 

does it explain that the sisters were among the leading opponents of Gen. Rafael Leonidas 

Trujillo’s dictatorship. It doesn’t have to. Everybody knows of Las Mariposas―“The Butterflies.” 

In this extraordinary novel, the voices of all four sisters―Minerva, Patria, María Teresa, and 

the survivor, Dedé―speak across the decades to tell their own stories, from hair ribbons and 

secret crushes to gunrunning and prison torture, and to describe the everyday horrors of life 

under Trujillo’s rule. Through the art and magic of Julia Alvarez’s imagination, the martyred 

Butterflies live again in this novel of courage and love, and the human cost of political 

oppression.   

 

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both 

their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, 

they lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex 

was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children’s imagination, 

teaching them physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who 

painted and wrote and couldn’t stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called 

herself an “excitement addict.” Cooking a meal that would be consumed in fifteen minutes had 

no appeal when she could make a painting that might last forever. Later, when the money ran 
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out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia 

mining town—and the family—Rex Walls had done everything he could to escape. He drank. 

He stole the grocery money and disappeared for days. As the dysfunction of the family 

escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend for themselves, supporting one 

another as they weathered their parents’ betrayals and, finally, found the resources and will to 

leave home. What is so astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and 

tenacity and intelligence to get out, but that she describes her parents with such deep affection 

and generosity. Hers is a story of triumph against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of 

unconditional love in a family that despite its profound flaws gave her the fiery determination 

to carve out a successful life on her own terms. 

–Amazon.com 

  

(Continued) 

And The Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini 

 Khaled Hosseini, the #1 New York Times–bestselling author of The Kite Runner and A Thousand 

Splendid Suns, has written a new novel about how we love, how we take care of one another, and 

how the choices we make resonate through generations. In this tale revolving around not just 

parents and children but brothers and sisters, cousins and caretakers, Hosseini explores the 

many ways in which families nurture, wound, betray, honor, and sacrifice for one another; and 

how often we are surprised by the actions of those closest to us, at the times that matter most. 

Following its characters and the ramifications of their lives and choices and loves around the 

globe—from Kabul to Paris to San Francisco to the Greek island of Tinos—the story expands 

gradually outward, becoming more emotionally complex and powerful with each turning page. 

–Amazon.com 

 

 Snow Flower and The Secret Fan by Lisa See 

In nineteenth-century China, in a remote Hunan county, a girl named Lily, at the tender age of 

seven, is paired with a laotong, an “old same,” in an emotional match that will last a lifetime. The 

laotong, Snow Flower, introduces herself by sending Lily a silk fan on which she’s written a poem 
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in nu shu, a unique language that Chinese women created in order to communicate in secret, 

away from the influence of men. As the years pass, Lily and Snow Flower send messages on the 

fan and compose stories on handkerchiefs, reaching out of isolation to share their hopes, 

dreams, and accomplishments. Together they endure the agony of footbinding and reflect upon 

their arranged marriages, their loneliness, and the joys and tragedies of motherhood. The two 

find solace in their friendship, developing a bond that keeps their spirits alive. But when a 

misunderstanding arises, their relationship suddenly threatens to tear apart. –Amazon.com 
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ANNOTATION GUIDE 
Adv-H English II 
Toms River Regional Schools 
 
Annotation Guidelines 

During Freshman year, students were introduced to the Notice and Note signposts, allowing them to 

read actively and gain an understanding of recurring devices in literature.  In Advanced Honors English, 

we will continue with and expand on this idea - reading actively, annotation and taking note of various 

literary techniques, devices and examining how the authors use them.  This begins with the Summer 

Reading assignment. 

How To Read Literature Like A Professor 

● This book should be read first, as the information it provides will help guide the reading of the 

choice book. 

● Use a highlighter and post it notes to annotate the text as you read. 

● Look for connections between the chapters of How To Read Literature… and the Notice and Note 

Signposts with which you’re already familiar. 

Choice book 

● Take note of the literary concepts and ideas that were introduced in How To Read Literature… 

and be on the lookout for them throughout your choice book.  In particular, make connections 

between the concepts in How To Read Literature Like A Professor and the Notice and Note 

Signposts from English I. 

● Using post it notes, ask questions of the text.  

● Circle any unfamiliar vocabulary or language 

● Use highlighter to identify main ideas and themes 

As a reminder...here are the Notice and Note Signposts: 

1. Contrasts and Contradictions: 
 
Sharp contrasts between what we expect and what we observe characters doing. 
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 2. Aha Moments: 

Characters’ realizations that shift their actions or understanding. 

3. Tough Questions: 

Questions characters raise that reveal their inner struggles. 

 4. Words of the Wiser: 

Advice or insights wiser characters, usually older, offer about life to the main character. 

 5. Again and Again: 

Events, images, or particular words that recur throughout a text or an essential portion of it. 

 6. Memory Moments: 

Recollections by a character that interrupt the forward progress of the story. 
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