
May 28th 2020 

 

   Dear Advanced Placement English Literature Students, 

 

        Congratulations on your acceptance into the AP Literature and Composition 
course.  I am looking forward to an exciting year exploring great literature and, of 
course, becoming acquainted (or, in some cases, reacquainted) with all of you.  

         A Google Classroom has been created for you.  The code is gzuk4jh. 

        *** We will have a brief Google Meet on June 5th at 9:00 am.  When you get 
to Google Meet and are asked to join, please enter Readingrocks as a code. 

         Even though the course is titled AP Literature, it is important to understand 
that while for some of you literature may be an end in and of itself, which is 
fantastic, the course is actually geared to foster critical reading, writing and 
thinking skills though the means of engaging with literature. 

        Please read the following short stories this summer: 

“Bartleby the Scrivener” by Herman Melville (available online) 

“The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber” by Ernest Hemingway (available 
online) 

“Everything That Rises Must Converge” by Flannery O’ Connor (available online) 

“The Dead” by James Joyce (available online) 

      If you can print them this would be advantageous as you will then be able to 
highlight and/or annotate passages.  It is also a good idea to take notes while 
reading and to read slowly. 

      If any questions or concerns arise please do not hesitate to contact me via our 
Google Classroom.  I can also easily be reached at creynolds@trschools.com. 
Please do not think you’re bothering me should you have a problem; that’s why 
I’m here. 

 

mailto:creynolds@trschools.com


     I am also attaching a list of literary terms that you will be tested on in a 
multiple-choice format the first week of school.  Too, I am appending questions 
on the short stories, the answers to which I will need to be submitted by the 
second day of classes, virtual or otherwise. 

 

 

 

 

 

LITERARY TERMS 

 

Allegory                                              Imagery 

Alliteration                                        Implication 

Anaphora                                          Irony 

Anastrophe                                       Juxtaposition 

Apostrophe                                       Lyric 

Assonance                                         Metaphor 

Archetype                                          Metonymy 

Ambiguity                                          Ode 

Bombast                                             Paradox 

Catharsis                                            Scheme 

Conceit                                               Subtext 

Chiasmus                                            Trope  

Connotation                                       Zeugma 

Denotation 



Enjambment 

 

QUESTIONS ON THE SHORT STORIES 

Please answer these questions for each of the assigned stories. 

 

1.  Indicate who the narrator of the story is.  Note whether there is more than 
one narrator.  Note whether the narrator seems to be reliable and why. 
How would the story be different if told from a different viewpoint? 

 

2. Indicate what the main character of each story learns about himself and 
about life.  (The lawyer in “Bartleby,” Julian in “Everything That Rises Must 
Converge,” Gabriel in “The Dead,” Francis Macomber in “The Short Happy 
Life of Francis Macomber”) 
 
 
 

3. How do the minor characters contribute to one’s understanding of either 
the main character or the circumstances described in the story (or both)? 
You do not have to do this for all of the minor characters in any story, juts 
one or two. 

 

 
4. What did each story cause you to think about?  This could include, but may 

not be limited to, your role in society, the way that you perceive others, 
something you yourself have pondered over before reading the story, the 
way people are or should be treated, and the differences between 
appearances and reality.  Perhaps one of the stories caused you to see life 
differently. 

 


