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The Nightmare is Almost Over 
By: Moujan Moghimi  

It is the miracle everyone has been waiting for, the COVID-19 vaccine. While there is still not a 
lot of the vaccine made yet and it will take a long time for everyone to get the vaccine, with many pre-
dicting it to take until June of this year, it is also an incredible relief. The pandemic has been incredi-
bly difficult and more than 200,000 people have died with numbers still increasing every day. We 
desperately needed a vaccine and we now have the light to get us through this depressing cave. 
The vaccine was made by scientists Ugur Sahin and Ozlem Tureci, a Turkish-German couple. The 
couple had set up BioNTech and the company’s partner Pfizer has made a vaccine that has shown to 
be 90% effective in preventing the virus in volunteers. It is also important to note how fast this vac-
cine was made. This is not a detriment to the ability of the vaccine but is rather something the medi-
cal field can celebrate. The process of making a vaccine is incredibly difficult, not because of the actu-
al scientific process but rather because of funding and the process of getting it approved. The scien-
tific program has, over the years, had their funding cut significantly and have struggled to create new 
developments to help us. However, due to the pandemic, governments greatly funded science and 
helped push them to get to the finish line faster by making them a priority. People in the medical 
field hope that more funding will continue to be given and the vaccine process will become shorter 
soon. 
 
 As mentioned before, there is not a large supply of the vaccine as it is being made every day 
and quickly given out to those who will take it. Officials are trying their best to make them as effi-
ciently as possible and handle the distribution carefully. The CDC has stated that their three goals for 
distribution are to “decrease death and serious disease as much as possible, preserve the functioning 
of society, and reduce the extra burden COVID-19 is having on people already facing disparities.” 
Right now the vaccine is being given to healthcare personnel and long-term care facility residents. 
This way they can help sick patients without worrying about becoming sick with the virus them-
selves. Next, the vaccine will be offered to frontline essential workers such as fire fighters, police of-
ficers, grocery store workers, teachers, etc. and people who are 75 years or older. This is to protect 
the people who have been most exposed to the virus and also protect those most vulnerable to it. The 
following phase will offer the vaccine to people aged 65 to 74, then people aged 16 to 64, and lastly 
other essential workers. This is so that people who are most at risk, like older people, receive the vac-
cine first but eventually, everyone will have had the ability to be vaccinated. (https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations.html) 

The first nation to use the vaccine was the United Kingdom on December 8th on 91 year-old 
Margaret Keenan. Shortly after, the United States also began to administer it and so have many other 
countries. While it has still not been long enough to accurately depict all the possible long-term ef-
fects of the vaccine, there have been some accounts of possible short-term effects. Some common 
side effects are pain and swelling on the arm where the vaccine was given. People have also experi-
enced fever, chills, tiredness, and headaches. It is important to remember that these side effects go 
away in a few days, if they do not, please contact a doctor as soon as possible. Some helpful tips that 
the CDC has provided are drinking plenty of fluids, dressing comfortably, exercising the arm where 
the vaccine was given, and applying a clean, cold, wet cloth to the area where the shot was. Remem-
ber to stay safe and protect yourself and others. We will get through this together.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations.html
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The First 100 Days 

By: Grace Keller 

 On January 6, 2021, Jon  Ossoff and Raphael Warnock were elected in the Senate during the 
Georgia runoff election. Later that afternoon, the Capitol building was  stormed by insurrectionists. 
The fact of the matter is that the country is divided. The  failed coup furthered the division and will 
present even more problems for the incoming administration.  Aristotle once said, “Find the good, 
seek the unity, ignore the divisions among us.” This rings true today. We are the UNITED States of 
America, not the DIVIDED States of America. With tensions high and the uncertainty it is reasona-
ble to assume that our democracy is on the brink of collapse. The coming days and months will de-
termine the future of the American government. Remember, we are all Americans and the preser-
vation of our democracy is of utmost importance.  

The first one hundred days are always crucial 
to an incoming administration. Their goals are 
outlined and the days ahead will set the prece-
dent for the following four years. Not only is 
the nation facing a pandemic and an economic 
crisis; it is also dealing with a political climate 
unlike any other. This time is different for 
Biden and his incoming administration be-
cause of the voter fraud cases. President 
Trump has been insisting on voter fraud since 
Biden was elected. Federal judges have dis-
missed the majority of the cases about voter 
fraud. However, there are still some senators 
who agree there may have been irregularities 

found such as Ted Cruz and Josh Hawley. Despite the fact that the claims of voter fraud were re-
jected by the courts and the Republican state legislatures, the aggression and division both in Con-
gress and within American society remains. Biden is not unique to have challenges immediately 
into his presidency, but it is unique because of the combination of challenges. Biden’s accomplish-
ments within his first one hundred days will depend on the cooperation of Congress.  

Specific challenges, such as the pandemic and vaccine distribution are expected. Biden and 
his team have already been vocal about administering 100 million vaccine doses, which will cover 
50 million people, creating a national mask mandate, and getting the majority of kids back to 
school safely. An article from CNN in mid December quoted Biden, “‘But we did not get in this 
mess quickly, we're not going to get out of it quickly, it's going to take some time. But I'm abso-
lutely convinced that in 100 days we can change the course of the disease and change life in 
America for the better.’”  

Taking a look back to the Great Depression era, President Franklin Roosevelt had a lot of 
challenges as well. Being the first Democrat elected as president since Woodrow Wilson, Roosevelt 
inherited a country stricken with economic decline. When the market crashed in 1929, President 
Hoover and the government felt it was almost natural due to the extreme economic growth and 
flamboyant spending seen during the 192o’s. However, the stock market crash of 1929 was just a 
symptom of the Great Depression and not the cause. Franklin Roosevelt had one of the most ambi-
tious first one hundred days in office. He was able to pass fifteen pieces of legislation and introduce 
government programs within his first one hundred days. His New Deal aimed to provide relief to 
suffering Americans. It is difficult to know if  Biden will take a similar approach. Roosevelt had the 
support of Congress and it is unknown if Biden will get the same support.  

Also important to note, President Obama was elected during the recession in 2008. Accord-
ing to History.com, Obama “...was able to get Congress to sign a $787 million stimulus package, 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, on his 29th day in office.” The country needs help 
now too. Through his years in the senate, Biden has unparalleled experience in working across the 
aisle, to achieve common legislative goals.  Only time will tell if  Biden can meet the challenge of 
the day as Presidents Obama and Roosevelt have done before during equally troubling times.  
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Diversity in the Cabinet 
By: Grace Keller 

 The United States as we know it today is diverse, much like the world in general. There are 
nearly 330 million people living in this country, each with their own story with their own life to live 
and dreams to accomplish. America was born on a foundation of freedom and our government sys-
tem was one of the first of its kind a government for the people, made up by the people. For a long 
time, it entirely consisted of white men.  White men were presidents, senators, congressmen, doc-
tors, lawyers, teachers, etc. Slowly but surely, women and people of color were able to break down 
the barriers and be a part of the government. The United States government can not serve its true 
purpose without the inclusion of every culture in this country. With the current political divide and 
the difficult task ahead of him President Biden needs to surround himself with people that will tell 
the truth, are politically correct, and the best person for the job. In 2008, when Barack Obama was 
elected as the first African American president, it was monumental.  
 When President-elect Biden is sworn in, his administration will be the most diverse in all of 
the nation’s history and will include the first female, Black, and South Asian vice president, Kamala 
Harris. Biden has released some nominations for his cabinet, which also includes many firsts: 
 

 Lloyd Austin- first Black Secretary of Defense 

 Xavier Becerra- first Latino Secretary of Health and Human Services 

 Pete Buttigeg - first LGBTQ+ person in a presidential cabinet, as Secretary of Transportation 

 Jennifer Granholm- first female governor of Michigan, Secretary of Energy 

 Deb Haaland- first Native American Cabinet Secretary, Secretary of the Interior 

 Avril Haines- first woman to serve as the Director of National Intelligence 

 Alejandro Mayorkas- first Latino as Secretary of Homeland Security  
 

This list is longer and is likely to change. The following explains each nominee in detail: Biden's 
Nominees 

 Hopefully these men and women will be the first of many in the United States government. 
Each of Biden’s nominees has to be approved by the Senate, which may be difficult depending on 
the level of cooperation from Congress. Diversity should be apparent everywhere in our govern-
ment. When the founding fathers shouted “No taxation without representation” against the British, 
it was fair. The United States got its freedom. However, the government can not remain true with-
out equality. True fairness can only be achieved with inclusion from all people from all walks of life. 

(faces of cabinet nominees) 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/09/politics/what-to-know-about-biden-cabinet-picks/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/09/politics/what-to-know-about-biden-cabinet-picks/index.html
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By: Kailey Daniele 

 Shopping online has increased in popularity over the past 5-10 years, even more so in the past 
10 months due to the global pandemic keeping people inside. This rise in an era where shopping is as 
easy as logging onto a computer is now creating a new discussion over whether shopping online or in 
person is more beneficial specifically from an environmental standpoint. The trip and carbon foot-
print behind your Amazon package could be much more complicated then what is seen on the sur-
face. To calculate the difference of the impact on the environment between in person shopping and 
online shopping, the factors that have to be considered include packaging, number of distribution 
centers that the package passes through, delivery trucks and, or planes, and the location from which 
your package is being shipped. Despite all this travel, “One study found that online shopping con-
sumed an average of 30 percent less energy than traditional, brick-and-mortar shopping.” https://
www.google.com/amp/s/www.sierraclub.org/sierra/ask-mr-green/whats-better-for-environment-
shopping-store-or-online%3Famp 

 However, another observation regarding shopping at retail stores shows that people usually 
shop in groups (carpooling), and shoppers often visit two or more stores in one trip allowing more 
energy and resources to be saved. “In the study, researchers estimated that shopping at brick-and-
mortar stores for frequently bought items such as toilet paper, shampoo and toothpaste, often results 
in less greenhouse gas emissions than ordering the products from a company that only sells through 
the internet.” https://www.cnn.com/2020/02/26/tech/greenhouse-gas-emissions-retail/index.html 

 The reason for this is because when people shop online they tend to order individual products, 
however, people who shop in stores buy more in bulk and all in one trip. Although the topic is contro-
versial, there are still ways to save the environment whether shopping on Amazon or Target. 
 

 

ONLINE SHOPPING  IN-PERSON SHOPPING  

 

 Avoid same day or next day shipping 

 Purchase more than one item at a time 

 Lean towards companies with eco-friendly 
packaging 

 Avoid impulse buying  

 

 Carpool with a friend 

 Walk or ride a bike 

 Use reusable shopping bags 

 Buy local groceries and organic pro-
duce 

To avoid the chance of negatively impacting the environment all together, Environmental Sci-
ence teacher, Mr. Seiverd, recommends buying from small businesses, websites, and shops like Etsy. 
This is a great way to not only support small businesses, but also uses way less packaging, transporta-
tion, and less production that could pollute the environment. Try to make smart choices when shop-
ping to help preserve our environment! 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.sierraclub.org/sierra/ask-mr-green/whats-better-for-environment-shopping-store-or-online%3Famp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.sierraclub.org/sierra/ask-mr-green/whats-better-for-environment-shopping-store-or-online%3Famp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.sierraclub.org/sierra/ask-mr-green/whats-better-for-environment-shopping-store-or-online%3Famp
https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/07/us/us-greenhouse-gas-emissions-fell-in-2019-climate-change/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/02/26/tech/greenhouse-gas-emissions-retail/index.html
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By: Moujan Moghimi  
 

2020 was a year that almost everyone agreed was a series of unfortunate events, many of 
which we are still dealing with. We were met with one such event last January that has been put 
on the back burner for the time due to the pandemic but will likely come back soon as Joe Biden 
and his team transition into the White House. 
 

Tensions between Iran and America are nothing new, there has almost always been an un-
derlying distrustful relationship between the two. However, tensions escalated last year after Pres-
ident Trump ordered General Qassem Soleimani killed while he was on a trip in Baghdad. General 
Soleimani was a man who was greatly loved in Iran. He was not part of the national government 
but he was a vital part of the Iranian regime. However, General Soleimani also has a history of 
cruelty which many have said makes the execution justified and necessary. Many Iranians do not 
share this same point of view and instead interpret the situation very differently. 

 
This is not the first time America has inserted itself into the politics of another nation. 

Many, especially Americans themselves, see America as the global leader of the world who must 
keep everyone else in check. However, oftentimes when America does involve itself in other coun-
tries' politics, it doesn’t go well, especially not for the country whose politics have been changed. 
There are, of course, many times where America has had good intentions or reasons for their ac-
tions but sometimes problems ensued. People debate about whether or not America should con-
tinue involving itself with the politics of other countries but for many Iranians, there is no debate. 
They have been the victims of many of America’s involvements and largely agree that where 
America is involved, problems will soon follow. Which explains why the outrage after General So-
leimani was killed was so explosive. Iranians are tired of having another nation step in, change 
something which often results in problems and consequences, and then leave Iran to deal with the 
fallout.  

 
After the execution, many threats of WWIII were made and Iran bombed a nearby U.S. 

military base. However, neither nation went beyond meaningless threats, and eventually, WWIII 
became the least of everyone’s problem. Nations became too focused on helping their people dur-
ing the pandemic and the events of January went to the back of everyone’s minds. Though, with 
the vaccine and a new president in office, there will come a time to officially address the issues be-
tween Iran and America. While there have always been tensions between the two, it seems the ex-
ecution was a shredder that tore the relationship into pieces. It is up to Biden and his team to fig-
ure out how to, hopefully, repair it.  

 
If we take a look at the relationship between America and Iran under Obama’s presidency, 

we may be able to predict how Biden might approach the situation. Obama is someone Biden 
looks up to and considers a close friend and Biden was also Vice President under Obama so it is 
safe to assume their policies may be similar. Obama’s approach to the Middle East is something 
that many called disastrous. Tensions between the two were still high under his presidency and 
Iranians do not consider Obama to have been their friend. Biden has said that his policies will re-
volve around unity but whether the relationship between the two nations still has a chance to be 
saved is unclear. Although both nations seem reluctant to truly go to war, mostly hiding behind 
empty threats, it doesn’t seem as though they want to forgive either. 
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Watching and learning about politics these days is often confusing and stressful. The constant bickering 
back and forth makes it difficult to understand what is actually going on in Washington D.C. versus 

what we would want to happen. The global pandemic has become a heated 
political topic especially during the 2020 presidential debates. But, the 
most important aspect to learn about politics is WHO is there and WHAT 
they stand for. Amidst the confusion and wide debate within the American 
political sector, it is crucial to educate ourselves about the men and women 
who serve in Congress, study their issues and what they want to accom-
plish. Eventually, we will all be eligible to vote and should make an educat-
ed decision about each candidate. Congressman Andy Kim spoke with The 
Captain’s Log about being a congressman and running for reelection 
during the tumultuous year of 2020.  

 
 Toms River is located in the 3rd congressional district. This is our home. It holds the wonders of 
the Jersey shore and stretches to the Delaware River. It is also the district that Congressman Kim grew 
up in, attended public school, and had his first job. Currently he serves on the House Committee on 
Small Business, The House Armed Services Committee, and the House select Committee on the corona-
virus crisis. (https://kim.house.gov/) Prior to running for office, he served as a non-partisan diplomat 
on foreign policy. When asked about his inspiration for running for office, he spoke about his experience 
becoming a dad and had a lot of concern about healthcare. In 2018, he ran against Tom McArthur who 
had previously served two terms as a representative. By making affordable healthcare a focal point of his 
campaign, Kim won in 2018 against McArthur.  

 Congressman Kim has always been an advocate for public service and his actions reflect that. 
2020 has changed every American’s job and being a congressman is no different in terms of having to 
adapt to a new world. Normally, the job consists of legislation, budgets, and committee work but, with 
the whole country struggling, it has been a time to help the community so people can work together. He 
spoke about having more staff in New Jersey than in Washington D.C. Congressman Kim is most proud 
about being able to get personal protective equipment for healthcare workers. Running for reelection 
during the pandemic was challenging because his campaign could not get the word out like they normal-
ly do. “Election day is the starting line, not the finish line.” Congressman Kim wants to help the commu-
nity and knows there is a lot more work to be done, but it seems it is so much more about politics rather 
than the issues these days.  

 Even before the pandemic and the economic crisis, the cost of college has been a growing concern 
for many high school students and their parents. It has become a serious issue and Congressmen Kim 
has experienced the pain of it first hand. He is an advocate for affordable college and wants an easier 
way for people to pay their debts and loans. But, there is more to it than simply making it easier, the 
question is why is education so expensive in the United States? He hopes to work with students, parents, 
and educators to help in the best way possible.  
 
 2020 has also been witness to one of the greatest American partisan divides in history. When 
asked about his feelings on the matter, he spoke about the frustration and the distrust it creates in 
American people. He has worked under both Democrats and Republicans. “People tend to identify with 
political parties more than they do in common with each other as Americans. I think that is very danger-
ous and unsustainable”. He wants to get things done in a bipartisan way and work together. “[Do] not 
think of politics as a game within political parties.” His favorite part about being a congressman is being 
able to experience the places he grew up in in a different way. He describes it best by being able to “look 
under the hood of a car and see what makes it run.” Congressman Kim is passionate about helping peo-
ple and continuing his work in public service.  
 As high school students, the majority of us were not eligible to vote this past November. Howev-
er, that will not stop us from silencing our voices and becoming educated on politics. The importance of 
our democracy depends on people from all walks of life. We are fortunate to live in a country that gives 
us that option. The Captain’s Log wants to thank Andy Kim for his time.  

 

By: Grace Keller 

https://kim.house.gov
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By: Moujan Moghimi  

 
 Long ago, when the nation was first starting, our Founding Fathers wanted to create a vot-
ing system that would help the people vote for a president who accurately represented them. The 
system is still used today for presidential elections and is known as the electoral college. The way 
the system works is that every four years, people will vote for their presidential candidate as well 
as in other statewide or local elections presented on the ballot. Each state will then tally up their 
individual votes and whichever candidate has the most votes in that state wins the state’s electoral 
votes. For example, if candidate A has 10,000 more votes than candidate B in California, candi-
date A then wins 55 electoral votes. A state's electoral votes are equal to the number of members 
the state has in Congress. Each state receives two electoral votes for their senators and then a vote 
for however many representatives they have. These electoral votes are then counted up and who-
ever reaches 270 electoral votes first, wins. The reason for 270 votes is because there are 538 elec-
toral votes in total, equal to the total number of members in Congress, and 270 is more than half 
of the total. In the unlikely event that there is a tie, the House of Representatives will then vote. 
 

 The reason why a presidential candidate can win the popular vote but lose the election is 
because the popular vote does not determine the president, the electoral college does. Each state 
has their own popular vote that chooses which presidential candidate will receive their electoral 
votes. The focus is not on the national popular vote but individual states’ popular votes. There are 
also states that tend to lean one way, often named blue or red states. The states that are seen as 
most crucial on election day are swing states, states that can go either way and often are the decid-
ing factor in the election. For example, in the 2016 election, Hillary Clinton won the popular vote 
but lost because she lost the swing states and therefore couldn’t reach 270 electoral votes. 
 

 However, the process does not end after election day. While many people believe they are 
voting for the president on election day, that’s not entirely accurate. Before the election, the politi-
cal party in the state will choose potential electors so when people vote and think they are voting 
for the president, they are actually voting for the electors. These electors are often people who are 
involved in politics or have a personal or political affiliation with a political party. After election 
day, the electors will meet and then cast their state’s vote for a presidential candidate. 
 

Each state has varying laws regarding how their electors have to vote. While electors are 
supposed to vote according to how their state has voted, not every state has laws binding electors 
to do so. Only 32 states do, of which 19 of them, and for Washington D.C., electors who vote dif-
ferently than their state receive no legal consequence for defying this law. In 11 states, electors 
who vote differently than the state will be removed and a new elector will be chosen to vote cor-
rectly. The Supreme Court has ruled that states can fine or remove electors who do not vote ac-
cording to their state. Electors who do not vote with their state are known as faithless electors and 
are seen very rarely. Over 99% of the time, electors vote with their state and even if they don’t, no 
faithless elector has ever drastically changed an election.  

 

In 2020, the elector meeting took place on December 14th. The electors vote by paper bal-
lot and cast one for the president and one for the vice president. Electors must then tally the vote 
and sign a series of six certificates. These are known as the Certificates of the Vote and are then 
mailed to different people. One certificate is mailed to the vice president, two certificates to the 
secretary of state of the state in which the electors met, two certificates to the Archivist (person in 
charge of the archives), and the last certificate is mailed to the judge of the U.S. district court of 
the district the electors met in. The certificate mailed to the vice president is the one that is offi-
cially counted. 
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By: Valentina Prior 
 
 

Every four years, the world comes together and watches in 
awe as talented athletes around the world compete in the Olympics. 
Of all the competitions, ice skating is by far the most popular. The 
flawless tricks executed by athletes decked out in marvelous cos-
tumes filled with gems, rhinestones, and gold leave viewers in awe. 
One wrong move could ruin their performance, and it’s difficult to 
try and cover it up as thousands of eyes and cameras capture every 
breathtaking moment.  

 
Developed around 1300 BC in the cold of Scandinavia, ice 

skates were meant only to travel across frozen bodies of water. The skates were crafted from bones 
of animals with a strap of leather pierced through them. There were no sharp edges on the bone, 
meaning that people could not propel themselves without the use of a stick. Due to this, turns were 
challenging and changing directions required one to completely stop and physically rotate. The bone 
skates, however, allowed for smooth skating and the fatty oils contained in the bone reduced fric-
tion, helping them glide effortlessly.  

 
Centuries later, skaters switched to an iron and wood model, a huge upgrade from the bone 

and leather. This design also caused the cumbersome sticks to be demolished because people could 
now propel themselves on their own. A curled toe was also developed to help prevent tripping. It 
wasn’t until the Little Ice Age that ice skates rapidly started to become more and more popular due 
to the intense cold. The father of ice skating is considered to be Jackson Haines, a ballet dancer who 

brought his techniques and adapted them to work in his ice skating 
routines. Since then, ice skates have kept evolving and changing to 
bring us the modern toe pick, jagged edges and thinner blades. As 
of right now, the modern skates have made many improvements to 
increase speed, prevent injury, and perform tricks.  
 
 What used to be solely a mode of transportation has now 
evolved into a fun activity featured in the Olympics. Bones and 
wood have been traded in for steel and leather, propelling sticks are 
not used, and many upgrades have made to make it a safer, easier 
sport associated with winter! 
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Talkhun PART 111 

Written by Samad Behrangi, author of Talkhun, and summarized by Captain’s Log Journalist, 
Moujan Moghimi 

This time, Talkhun is bought by an old Miller. The man’s mill was at the base of a moun-
tain and a rich stream flowed through the mountain and powered his mill. The Miller had a drag-
on which he placed at the source of the water. Whenever the Miller asked the dragon to move, it 
would move just enough for water to come through and power the mill. The Miller told the villag-
ers that he could not control the dragon and in order to make the dragon move, the village would 
have to feed a young girl to the dragon every day. If they didn’t, the mill would not work, the 
wheat would not be turned into flour, and villagers wouldn't be able to irrigate their fields. The 
villagers did not know the Miller was lying to them and that he had intentionally placed the drag-
on there, so they had no choice but to obey the Miller. 

 
 Talkhun’s job was to feed the dragon every day and then return to work on the mill. She 
looked around in despair at the beautiful stream that was ruined by a con artist and his dragon 
and the sacrifices. She called for Sigh but he did not appear, he could not do anything about the 
situation. He had said so himself. 
 
 Through astute observation, Talkhun noticed that when the dragon’s meal was late, he 
would move around and let water through. One day, while the Miller was busy irrigating his 
wheat and the Village-Head’s Son brought some wheat to the mill, Talkhun spoke for the first 
time, “Do you want me to get rid of the dragon?” The Village-Head’s Son was astonished, how 
could she possibly do such an impossible task? Talkhun pointed to a spot on the ground and told 
him to dig a large hole there and leave everything else to her. The young man then left knowing 
that the Miller could not know anything about this. 
 
 From then on, Talkhun made sure to bring the dragon’s meal on time so he would not 
move and a lot of water would build up behind him. She fed him a lot, even feeding him the vil-
lage wheat, so he was nice and fat, completely obstructing the flow of the stream. Talkhun also 
asked the villagers to bring less wheat to be floured, which they accepted. One day the Miller no-
ticed that if any more water accumulated behind the dragon, it would flood his crops. So he asked 
Talkhun to make the dragon move a little in order to bring down the water level. By then, the 
great hole had been dug and so Talkhun was ready to execute her plan. She said to the girl who 
was supposed to be the dragon’s meal, “Don't worry. Today I won't feed you to the dragon. I will 
feed the dragon to you.”  
 
 The dragon awoke from his nap for his meal but woke to nothing. It went to sleep again 
and after a short nap, he woke up again to eat his meal. Once again, he awoke to see nothing. The 
dragon roared loudly and went back to sleep. The third time the dragon woke up and found no 
meal, it became furious. At this moment, with the dragon riled up and the Miller unaware, 
Talkhun brought the sacrificial girl out in sight of the dragon. The dragon, who was angry at 
Talkhun and whose appetite was begging for the sacrifice, leapt to devour the girls. The girls be-
gan running as the dragon chased them but before the dragon could catch them, it fell into the 
great, big hole and roared loudly. Upon hearing the roar, the Miller tried to run out and see what 
happened but before he could, a large flood overtook the mill and drowned both the mill and the 
Miller. As for the dragon, the villagers dismembered it and threw the parts into the mountain for 
the wild wolves to eat.  
 
 The villagers took Talkhun to the Village-Head’s house as a sign of respect and gratitude. 
The Village-Head’s Son had fallen in love with Talkhun and wanted to marry her. The Village-
Head and his wife couldn’t be happier because where else could someone find a girl with such 
beauty and intelligence. Yet when they asked Talkhun, she said only no and instead asked to be 
sold back into the Nadim market. The villagers tried to insist but Talkhun only repeated herself 
and said, “You have found the remedy to your ailment. I still have to find mine.” 

*To be continued* 
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 The Science Behind Snowflakes 
 
 This winter, weather experts and scientists are predicting heavy 
snowfall. Snowflakes will rain down from the sky and coat the ground 
in a soft layer of snow. Just like fingerprints, all snowflakes are unique 
in their own way. As water vapor falls to the ground, it freezes and 
branches out to form six arms. While traveling to the ground, each 
snowflake goes through different atmospheric conditions, which af-
fects their shape and pattern. A slightly higher temperature can cause 
a snowflake to grow  change again. The only part of the snowflake that 
remains consistent is that both sides will be identical. Due to the fact 
that all parts of the snowflake undergo the same conditions, it will re-
sult in proportional sides.  
 
 Wilson Bentley was the first person to photograph a snowflake. In all his years of re-
search, he would go on to capture images of 5,000 snowflakes, finding that each one is differ-
ent. In his teen years, he was always curious about the winter precipitation that fell from the 
sky. Intrigued by snow, he attempted to take a picture of a snowflake under a microscope. 
However, he soon found that it would melt and change shape before he had the chance to take 
a picture. Through trial and error, Bentley finally accomplished the impossible; he had a photo-
graph of a snowflake. Once he had his first photo, there was no stopping him. He would dedi-
cate years of his life to research and studying the beautiful complexion of snowflakes. 
By: Valentina Prior 
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NFL Wild Card Weekend 
 

By: Brendan Fiaschetti 
 

F C 

The NFC had some amazing play this weekend with big games and some upsets. To start 
off the Bears and the Saints faced off in New Orleans. Long story short the Saints domi-
nated the Bears in route to a 21-9 victory and sending Bears fans home saltier then they 
felt after the double doink incident. Trubisky was 19/29 for 199 yards which really puts 

his competence as a quarterback in question. Moving on to the shocker in Seattle in which we saw the 
underdog Rams defeat the Seahawks 30-20. Due to an injury to the Rams starting quarterback they 
brought in recently injured Jared Goff who threw for 155 yards and one touchdown. Cam Akers 131 
yards and 1 touchdown on the ground had a huge impact towards the Rams win. Russell Wilson strug-
gled throwing 11/27 for 174 yards, two touchdowns, and one interception. You can't put all the blame on 
Wilson as the Seahawks offensive line played terribly, barely giving Wilson any time to throw. Finally, 
moving onto the matchup between The Washington Football Team and The Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
Washington put up a good fight in the first half but ultimately fell apart letting Brady throw for 381 
yards and two touchdowns. One highlight for Washington was their journeyman quarterback, Taylor 
Heinikie, who played a really good game throwing for 306 yards and one touchdown and interception. 
He also rushed for 46 yards and a touchdown. With Washington's quarterback problem could Heinkie 
possibly step into the starting role next season and become the leader of this team? Only time will tell.  

 

F  C 

The AFC had some great if not better games then the NFC did. To start off the Colts and 
the Bills had an amazing game coming down to the wire with a Hail Mary attempt down-
field which turned out unsuccessful leading to a Bills win over the Colts 27-24. Both Josh 
Allen and Phillip Rivers had great games passing over 300 yards and two touchdowns 

each. The Ravens and Titans clashed in Nashville with the Ravens edging out a road victory against 
Ryan Tannehill who went 18/26 for 165 yards and a touchdown and interception. Not all the blame 
could be put on him, however, as Derrick Henry only rushed for 40 yards after his amazing season in 
which he hit the legendary 2,000 yards rushing mark. For Baltimore it was all about their defense step-
ping up and holding the Titans to their fewest points all season. Lamar Jackson still performed putting 
up 179 passing yards and a whopping 136 rushing yards which really makes us wonder why isn't he their 
starting running back? Finally we move onto the Browns Steelers matchup which was intensified by the 
trash talk from both sides. JuJu Smith-Schuster who had a less than stellar season called the Browns 
quote, “The same old team with nameless faceless players.” So I guess nameless players can put up 48 
points and walk away with a road win in the playoffs. JuJu however did play a good game putting up 157 
yards and a touchdown grab off of 13 receptions. Baker and Ben both had good performances with Baker 
throwing for 263 yards and three touchdowns and Ben throwing for 501 yards with 4 touchdowns and 4 
interceptions. With what started out to be an amazing season for the Steelers going 11-0 turned into me-
diocrity and a first round playoff exit. 
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By Ashley Sperduto 

 
 Over winter break, Netflix released tons of new content, including new seasons for two of their 
popular shows; Chilling Adventures of Sabrina and Cobra Kai. The fourth and final part of Chilling 
Adventures of Sabrina hit Netflix on December 31st and was followed by the third season of Cobra 
Kai on January first. 
 
 The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina follows teenage witch Sabrina Spellman as she struggles to 
balance her normal teenage life with her responsibilities as a witch. This Riverdale spin-off has a lit-
tle bit of everything such as adventure, romance, drama, and supernatural beings, and more. With 
the fourth part bringing the show to a close it’s a perfect time to binge-watch the series from start to 
finish.  
 
 Cobra Kai was originally scheduled to be released on January 8th but Netflix decided to re-
lease it early on New Year’s Day instead. While the show originally began on YouTube Red, the con-
tinuation of the beloved Karate Kid franchise fits perfectly into the list of Netflix Originals. Now that 
the third season is out and the fourth season is already in the works, it would be a good time to catch 
up on the lives of Daniel LaRusso and Johnny Lawrence since the end of Karate Kid.  
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                                   By: Jordyn Macburnie  

 
 Released on November 12, 2019, The Mandalorian has gained 
more popularity over the past month since the release of season 2 on 
December 18, 2020. As someone who has never been interested in a 
single Star Wars movie, The Mandalorian sparked my interest in the 
futuristic space franchise and has since inspired me to begin watching 
the movies. The Mandalorian takes place in 9 ABY, nine years after A 
New Hope and, interestingly, five years after the Emperor ’s defeat in 
Return of the Jedi. The story follows a bounty hunter who is only 
known as Mando or Mandalorian. He never takes his armor off as it is 
part of his people’s religion to never let another creature see him with-
out it. Mando is sent on a bounty mission to bring back a creature in 
exchange for Imperial credits and Calamari flan, which is the money 
currency in this time period. Mando never shows emotion until he 
meets a small green creature, the one in which he was sent to capture 
and return. The story then follows Mando and Grogu, formally known 
as Baby Yoda until it was released in an episode that the child was in 
fact not the Jedi that was seen in the earlier Star Wars movies. Mando 
makes it his life mission to protect Grogu and bring him back to the 
Jedi’s so he can learn how to use his powers. The story is dramatic, action packed, and overall an 
amazing series and that says a lot coming from someone who once wanted nothing to do with Star 
Wars. The series can only be found on Disney+ which requires a subscription in order to watch.

 
 Released on December 4, 2020, Selena: The Series focuses on the 
story of Selena Quintanilla who was an American singer and was referred 
to as the "Queen of Tejano music.” As of right now, there is only one sea-
son of this series that focuses on the start of Selena’s life and how she be-
gan her career as a musician alongside her siblings. As someone who 
knew nothing about Selena when going into the series, I found this show 
to be very entertaining and something that is definitely binge worthy. I 
was especially excited to see actress Christian Serratos playing Selena as 
she played the character Rosita in one of my favorite shows, The Walking 
Dead. A lot of people disliked the idea that Christian was going to be 
playing Selena as she does not look very similar to Selena, but she took on 
the role and absolutely killed it. I give this series a 10/10 and can’t wait for 
the second season to be released sometime next year. By: Jordyn Macbur-
nie  
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the  P R O M 
By: Grace Keller 

 On December 11, 2020, Netflix released The Prom, a movie based 
on the hit Broadway musical. The movie was directed by Ryan Murphy 
and has a star studded cast including Meryl Streep, James Corden, Nicole 
Kidman, and Kerry Washington. The musical is a beautiful message of 
acceptance and an important coming of age story that all teens should 
watch. Most importantly, it is a story about the beauty of love and how it 
does not matter who someone loves as long as they are happy.  It is dev-
astating to know that even in 2020, people still are not accepted on the 
basis of their gender identity, sexual orientation, or even race. We are all 
human and bleed red blood.  
  
 Love is love and hopefully one day the world will learn from Em-
ma’s story. Hate prevents people from joy and the purpose of life is to en-
joy it. High school is complicated and life is complex. Coming of age in 
the year of century with the wonders of technology and the new addition 
of virtual learning (thank you, COVID-19) has caused high school students to miss out on the 
normal milestones such as Friday night football games, dances, tests, the normal humdrum of 
classes, and the finale of four years: graduation. Those aspects define high school and prom is 
like a breath of fresh air before graduation and college/future preparations. Every teenager de-
serves to attend their prom, free of both prejudices and pandemics. 

S O U L 
By: Grace Keller 

 It would not have been possible for 2020 to end without an-
other Disney Pixar film. 2020 was the year that needed those les-
sons the most. Pixar is notorious for its astounding animation to 
interest kids and messages that resonate with adults. From Carl 
and Ellie in Up, Marlin and Nemo in Finding Nemo, Buzz and 
Woody from Toy Story, Pixar has shown its audience relationships 
in different capacities since its founding in the late 80s. On Christ-
mas Day 2020, Soul premiered exclusively on Disney+ and it is 
without a doubt a masterpiece on the meaning of life. 
 

 Jaime Foxx stars as Joe Gardner, a struggling musician who 
is not living his life to the fullest. He is focused on his dreams, 
which seems to be a lost cause. Tina Fey portrays 22, a soul who 
has yet to find their path in life. They have been stuck since virtu-
ally the beginning of time. Through a journey between life and 
death, they each discover their passions and purpose. Life's not 

about waiting for the opportunity of a lifetime or wasting time on what drives someone crazy, life 
is about living in the moment and being happy. Living is the purpose of life and that is why Soul 
needs to be watched by everyone, especially teens. We are in a unique life situation with the pan-
demic, we have learned to appreciate life and live for the better. 


