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Junior Breaks 33 Year Old Record 

 Olivia  Fraticelli, a Toms River High 
School North junior, broke a field hockey school 
record on October 4, 2021. Ironically, this is the 
same turf she stepped on to play her first game 
freshman year. The school record for the most 
goals(107) was set back in 1988 by Kim Bush. 
Not only has Olivia been setting records for the 
school but setting goals for herself as well. She is 
working toward breaking the Shore Conference 
record of 160 goals. As of this writing, October 
22, Olivia has 130 goals! 

 
             Olivia is a great player on the field in her position as center mid but an even better 
teammate. Compassionate, competitive, and an overall believer in, “no one finishes last”, is 
the best way to describe Olivia Fraticelli. Olivia first picked up a hockey stick in the fifth 
grade and knew this was something she loved doing.  
 
 When asked who was Olivia’s role model and who inspired her to play she responded, 
“My mom inspired me to play field hockey. I grew up watching her play and was always in-
terested in trying it myself. She played in college and I wanted to follow in her footsteps.” As 
a junior in high school Olivia  is following in her mother’s footsteps by already committing 
to Rutgers University to play D1 field hockey. Olivia shared, “I'm really excited to be verbally 
committed to play at Rutgers University. It's always been my dream to play at a Big Ten 
school. I am proud of myself to know that all of my hard work has paid off.” Olivia  pushes 
herself and her teammates to strive for greatness and cannot thank her coaches, family, and 
friends enough for all their support they 
have provided her along the way. Olivia 
Fraticelli’s  name will go in the record books 
and will continue to amaze High School 
North! 
 -Maura Krobatsch  
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 Years ago, Mr. Kane, a statistics teacher here at HSN, embarked on a journey that 
would produce the Field of Dreams, a fun, safe environment for children of all abilities to 
be active. Mr. Kane sat down for an interview with us last June and has made time once 
again to provide the newest information regarding the final details of the highly antici-
pated Field of Dreams located behind the police station. The complex is set to be com-
plete in November, with only the parking lot, walking paths, pavilion, and snack shacks to 
be added in.  

 

When asked about the opening date, Mr. Kane ex-
plained that though construction is still on track to 
finish by November 13th, there will not be the 
grand opening that had previously been planned. 
Mr. Kane stated that, “due to concerns related to 
the pandemic, the foundation is reluctant to have a 
large crowd at the complex on November 13th, 
therefore we will monitor the COVID-19 situation in 
Ocean County and when there is a significant time 
in which the levels of infection have been main-
tained, we will then host a celebration of the Field 
of Dreams.” However, it will still be a productive, 
community- interactive day at the site. Mr. Kane re-

veals, “there will now be a T.E.A.M. event at the complex from 12-4.” Team members 
can visit Mr. Kane in B33 or contact Mr. Patten to sign up for the event where they will 
be providing a group effort to add the finishing touches. This will include laying topsoil 
and stones, hanging signs, and building murals. Mr. Kane is excited to see children of all 
ages and abilities get use out of the incredible Field of Dreams. -Katie Marra 

  Field of Dreams Update 

For more information visit https://tomsriverfieldofdreams.com/  
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 On October 15, 2021, Congressman Andy Kim visited High School North and 
spoke to the Political Legal Education, AP Government, and American History classes. 
After a brief introduction, he spoke about the path that made him a congressman. Pre-
viously, he was a foreign diplomat in the Middle East. Andy Kim grew up in this con-
gressional district and he considers himself a “public servant” not a politician. “Service 
isn’t a job, it’s a way of life” and he urges students to ask themselves what service is to 
them. He finds it humbling to have a job that is written in the Constitution. He an-
swered multiple questions from students and took photos with them as well. The High 
School North community, thanks Andy Kim for his time. To learn more about Andy Kim 
visit https://kim.house.gov/ -Grace Keller 

(Photo  Courtesy of Mr. Patten) 
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 The 2021 NJ Governor Race will see incumbent governor Phil Murphy face off against 
Republican nominee Jack Ciattarelli. The New Jersey Gubernatorial election has been 

scheduled for November 2nd this year. 

 

 
Phil Murphy 

Democratic Party 

 
Jack Ciattarelli 

Republican Party 

Equality  wants to build a 
“stronger, fairer, and more 
equitable state” for NJ citi-
zens  

 help immigrant communi-
ties have a fair chance of 
thriving in New Jersey 

 eliminated discriminatory 
laws that subjected LGBTQ+ 
New Jerseyans to second-
class citizens 

 advocate for women's 
rights and safety 

 helped restore the fund-
ing to Planned Parenthood 

 

 We need more police of-
ficers who are people of color 
and women and to include 
more cultural training 

 Said that there needs to 
be a ¨better way¨ to screen 
police officers before they get 
the job  

 Says that CRT is inherent-
ly racist because it teaches 
that white people perpetuate 
racism 

 does not support the new 
law made in Texas on abor-
tion though he is also against 
abortions after 20 weeks 
(against the Reproductive 
Freedom Act) 

 We should not be teaching 
about gender identity and sex-
uality in school-it should be 
done at home by parents 

 

Climate Change  His Energy Master Plan 
is to propel NJ toward 100% 
clean energy by 2050 

 Re-entry into the Region-
al Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

 Supports wind energy 

 Against off-shore drilling 
 

 Fund Blue acres part of 
NJ’s Green Acres Program 
that purchases flood prone 
properties 

 

 Supports dredges 
(removal of sediments and 
debris from the bottom of 
lakes, rivers, harbors, and 
other water bodies) 
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Taxes  Restore the millionaire’s tax 

 Supports Veterans Property 
Tax Deduction 

 Supports directly investing in 
public schools at the state level 

 pledged to not raise taxes 

 End property tax increas-
es as a result of home im-
provements 

 

Covid/Pandemic  Supports vaccine and mask 
mandates 

 Implemented a $500 return-to
-work bonuses for unemployed 
residents 

 No mask mandate in 
schools 

 Government should not 
force people to get vaccinat-
ed 

As quoted by...  “With today's executive order 
and bill signings, we are building 
on our commitment to advance 
equity for New Jerseyans who 
have been left behind for far too 
long.” 

 

 “We don't make economic 
progress without social progress, 
and likewise, you don't make so-
cial progress without economic 
progress.” 

 “99.9% of our police offic-
ers are good and decent men 
and women who put their 
lives on the lines for us.  They 
deserve a governor who 
stands with them.”  

 

 “Climate change is real 
and human activity contrib-
utes to it.” 

 

Running mate (Lieutenant 
Governor) 

Sheila Oliver Diane Allen 

Third Party Candidates 

Madelyn Hoffman (Green Party): “Madelyn Hoffman and Heather Warburton have a comprehensive, inclu-
sive, and transformative plan to create a more sustainable, more democratic, and more just Garden State.” 

“There is no time to wait.” 

Gregg Mele (Libertarian Party): “New Jersey is the epicenter of corrupt politicians, tax and spend policies, 
and tyrannical control of everyday people's lives. The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated all these behaviors 
with a governor that ran wild on arbitrary executive orders, and a legislative body that failed to keep him in 
check, but, there is a person willing to take on the duopoly and challenge the new normal that is driving the 

Garden State down a dangerous path.” 

Joanne Kuniansky (Socialist Workers Party): no quotes available  

 

This chart was compiled by Mrs. 
Devlin’s PLE Students: Grace Keller, 
Kyle Reinheimer, Paige Cripps, Juliet 
Gamba, Julietta Onofrietti, and  
Moujan Moghimi 
 
Not Pictured: Yusuf Zia 
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Eighteen months into the Covid-19 pandemic, the world has been left with a deep 
gratitude for our healthcare and other essential workers. To thank these people in our com-
munity, students from Toms River High School North’s Future Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) volunteered to work on a mural dedicated to essential workers. On September 10, 
2021, Mayor Maurice Hill, Police Chief Mitch Little, Sheriff Mastronardy, and first respond-
ers from the Toms River Police Department, Ocean County Sheriff's Department, Toms River 
EMTs, and members of Toms River Fire Companies unveiled the completed Toms River 
Artist Community (TRAC) Appreciation Mural in a ribbon-cutting ceremony with Lisa 
Cifaretto. To see the 120-foot mural, you can visit 27 Irons Street in the Wells Fargo parking 
lot. Toms River North’s FBLA chapter has made it a goal to support and put effort into build-
ing our local community. Our chapter plans to have its members become more involved in 
future events and teach others the importance of serving  the community.  

Additional goals of FBLA are to develop character, perform civic duties, and foster 
patriotism. At the beginning of the 2021-22 school year, FBLA members participated in the 
Hope Sheds Light Walk at Seaside Heights to help bring awareness to the disease of addic-
tion. Members Aryan Kumar, Ishan Shah, Rutva Shah, Jordyn Mann, Jena Bhandari, and Kim 
Cai attended the event. These students are preparing to take the regional competition ob-
jective tests and qualify for the FBLA State Leadership Competition in Atlantic City. Mem-
bers can also opt to participate in project presentation events that will take place during 
the SLC in March. If you are interested in joining TRN’s FBLA chapter, contact the advisor, 
Ms. Tesoro at jtesoro@trschools.com, or the presidents, Ishan Shah and Rutva Shah, to 
join. We hope to see you at our meetings! - Jena  Bhandhari 

"We Salute You, First Responders & Essential Workers, Our Hometown Heroes." 
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New York Giants  
The Giants had a rough start and things have only gotten worse. Going 1-3 
in their last 4 games with their only win coming from an overtime win in 
New Orleans, the Giants should just look to lose for a good draft pick at this 
point. The injury bug is dismantling this team as Saquon Barkley, Daniel 
Jones, Kadarius Toney, Kenny Golladay, Sterling Shepard, and Andrew 
Thomas have all missed time over this 4 week span. The worst of it was 
against the Cowboys when our big 3 (Daniel Jones, Saquon Barkley, Kenny 
Golladay) were all injured during that game. Injuries can't take all the blame 
as our defense only held teams under 20 points once and is ranked 26th 
overall in the league. We can't win games if we can't get a stop and with a 
heavily injured offense we are already at a disadvantage when it comes to 

scoring. Overall, there really isn't much good to say as Daniel Jones was playing well until this week when he 
threw 3 interceptions en route to a blowout loss 38-11 against the Rams. At this point April 28th can't come fast 
enough. Hopefully by then the Giants will have locked in a high draft pick to try to rejuvenate this team. 
 

New York Jets  
The Jets are roughly the same as the Giants as they also only 
won once during the past 4 weeks going 1-2 as they had a bye 
this week. First rounder Zach Wilson's play hasn't improved 
as he threw for 4 interceptions and only 2 touchdowns over 
this 4 week span, bringing his season total to 4 touchdowns 
and 9 interceptions. He can't take the full blame as his offen-
sive line has given up 8 sacks in those 4 weeks. The Jets de-
fense hasn't really helped either as they've given up a total of 
77 points over the 3 games they've played. They've been get-
ting destroyed in both the air and on the ground as they've 
given up 875 yards in the air and 518 yards on the ground. Combined that's 1,393 yards total with an average of 
465 yards a game giving them a below average rank in the league. Overall, the Jets are in the same boat as the 
Giants, they both have a lot of question marks on both sides of the ball and both of their fans can only hope for 
them to lose to get a better draft pick for next year.  

 

Philadelphia Eagles  
The Eagles since starting out 1-1 have dropped 3 of their last 4 
lowering their record to 2-4. The Eagles however do have the 
most hope out of the three teams as all of their losses, except for 
one, have been within 11 points which shows their playing com-
petitive football. Second year quarterback Jalen Hurts is playing 
great throwing for 8 touchdowns 4 interceptions and 1,480 
yards. DeVonta Smith has played okay up to this point with 345 
on 27 receptions but for only 1 touchdown, this could be caused 

by Jalen Hurts who has rushed in for 5 touchdowns taking up most of the points scored up to this point. The 
defense has played okay but is prone to giving up a lot of points as both the Chiefs and Cowboys scored over 40 
points on them. The Eagles defense currently ranks at 22 in the league in yards allowed per game which is 347. 
Overall, the Eagles are playing decent competitive football that their record doesn't reflect. Watching some of 
these games it's not hard to tell that the Eagles are right there neck and neck with some major teams in the 
league and although they may not have had the best start this year, they can definitely turn it around and be-
come a playoff contender in no time.  

 

By: Brendan Fiaschetti  
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As the Garden State, we have some of the best local produce money can buy. Local 
farms and orchards offer seasonal produce picking nearly year round. Whether you want to 
pick blueberries in the summer sunshine or apples in a fall flannel, you can do it all in our 
home state. Going to the apple orchards during this time of year brings feelings of nostalgia 
and simpler times. Some of the orchards have other activities such as: pumpkin picking, 
corn mazes, and hayrides. Below are some of the local apple orchards and their fall activi-
ties:  
Battleview Orchards  http://www.battlevieworchards.com/ 

 Located in Freehold, NJ 

 Open 9am-6pm (Closed on Tuesdays)  

 Offers peach, apple, and pumpkin picking until 4pm 

 Weekend hayrides 

 Picking areas are cash only, bakery accepts credit cards 
 
 

Eastmont Orchards  http://eastmontorchards.com/faqs/# 

 Located in Colts Neck, NJ  

 Open 9am-5pm (weekdays) 9am-6pm 
(weekends)  

 Offers peach, apple and pumpkin picking 

 Cash and check only 
 

 

By: Grace Keller 

 

Editor in Chief: Grace Keller 

 

Associate Editors: Brendan Fiaschetti, Katie Marra, and Maribel Serrano Gil 

 

Feature Writers: Alyssa Adell, Jared Brown, Paige Cripps, Imani Edwards, 

Kayla Finley, Lorenza Hanlon, Maura Krobatsch, Norah Loftus, Kiley 

Madigan, Aaliyah Phillips, Ryan Schultz, Jesse Shuster, and Joey Stanton  

Contributing Writers: Jena Bhandhari, Reed Loney, Emilyse Marra, and Val-

entina Prior, and a special thank you to Mrs. Devlin’s PLE Students for their 

work on this year’s Governor’s race. 

http://www.battlevieworchards.com/
http://eastmontorchards.com/faqs/#
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As October approaches we look forward to doing fun, fall activities with family and friends. 

I recently visited the Happy Day Farm located in Manalapan Township. Monday - Thursday they 

offer pumpkin picking, sunflowers, zinnias, and what they call Pumpkinville which is a set-up of 

houses that are made with wood and pumpkins. These houses are open to the public and make a 

great picture-taking opportunity. Friday- Sunday the activities they offer are all open which are 

the corn maze, pumpkin picking, sunflowers, pig races, tractor rides, fun slide, feeding zoo and so 

much more! Weekday admission is $20 per person and it is cash only. If you go during the week-

end you must buy the tickets online ahead of time. One of my favorite activities at the farm would 

be going to the sunflower field. They have a bunch of props all over the field and you can take all 

these fun beautiful pictures.  One of my other favorites would be the incredible corn maze they 

have every year. According to 10 Best the Happy Day farm was voted one of America’s top 10 for 

their Corn Mazes. I would definitely give this place a 10/10. You will not get bored with the num-

ber of activities they have. It is always a Happy day at the farm. -Maribel Serrano Gil 

Photos courtesy  of  

Instagram: @happydayfarmnj  
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What are spotted lanternflies? 
An invasive species is an organism living outside its natural habitat which causes environmental 

harm to the newly occupied area. A current invasion that we are experiencing right here in our 
hometown is that of the spotted lanternfly. First detected on U.S. soil in 2014 in Berks County, Pennsyl-
vania, spotted lanternflies have since spread to 10 other eastern states including Connecticut, Delaware, 
Massachusetts, Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, New York and New Jersey. Originally, 
they are native to regions in China, India, and Vietnam. Here in the U.S. spotted lanternflies have re-
mained a persistent problem because they have no natural predators in the states which means the in-
sects have the ability to damage plants and trees by extracting sap from them with no control on their 
population.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is being done to get rid of them? 
There are three key procedures used to control invasive species: biological, mechanical, and chemical. 
Biological control can be defined as the intentional manipulation of natural enemies by humans for the 
purpose of controlling pests. This method is the least effective against spotted lanternflies and most in-
sect invasives. Mechanical control can be done through physically killing spotted lanternflies on sight 
and disposing of any egg masses. This method should be used on the individual level, but is not effective 
in getting rid of invasive species on larger scales. The most practical procedure is chemical- the spraying 
of insecticides. While chemical control has proven to be the most successful of the three, it carries seri-
ous environmental drawbacks. The insecticide currently being used against spotted lanternflies contains 
the active ingredient bifenthrin, which is highly toxic to fish and bees. In an attempt to avoid conflict, 
the Department of Agriculture claims the insecticide will not be used near water or flowering plants, 
and we can only hope that runoff pollution will be considered when spraying. When asked about the 
issue of pesticides and spotted lanternflies vs environmental harm, our very own AP Environmental Sci-
ence teacher Dr. Seiverd was able to provide some insight on the matter. He explained, “It's really about 
the lesser of two evils. Personally, I would not use pesticides in my own backyard, I would kill the 
spotted lanternflies myself. It is understandable for farmers to use insecticides because they have to 
protect their livelihood. Spotted Lanternflies love to destroy orchards and vineyards, especially apple 
trees. ” Essentially, insecticides are crucial for controlling invasive species on larger scales in order to 
protect trees, but mechanical control methods should be used by individuals.  
 
 

By: Katie Marra 
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 Candy corn, is a timeless Halloween treat that has made its way into homes all across 
America as either decoration or a delicious sweet. Though half of the population admits they do 
not like the taste of candy corn, the eye-catching white, orange, and yellow stripes will remain 
as one of the most renowned Halloween classics for years to come. 

 In the late 1800’s, candy confectioner George 
Renninger experimented with the recipe and is credited 
for inventing candy corn by hand. However, its popu-
larity began to rise decades later when the Goelitz Can-
dy Company, now known as the Jelly Belly Candy Com-
pany, started marketing it as “Chicken Feed”. The ma-
jority of Americans at the time were farmers and held 
deep ties to the rural land in which they lived on, and 
candy companies respected them by making many of 
their products agricultural themed. Even so, corn-made 
goods were not common in households and were only 
intended for livestock like chickens, roosters and pigs. 
However, World War I halted the production of sugar 
goods and caused Americans to start eating corn, which 
served as a cheap and affordable alternative. Though 
this meant corn products were becoming more normal-

ized, candy corn did not have a good reputation, partly due to the fact that the box pictured a 
rooster deemed, “King of the Candy Corn Fields”. In addition, producing candy corn by hand 
was a difficult job especially with the shortage of sugar and lack of staff, meaning that candy 
corn was only sold during the second half of the year. Production of the sweet treat wrapped up 
right before November, and households started securing the candy right in time for Halloween. 
Candy corn did not cost a lot of money, with an average pound estimating twenty five cents. Up 
until the 1950’s, it began appearing in stores and on people’s tables across the country for all 
holidays and celebrations. The Goelitz Candy Company wanted to dominate the candy market, 
and therefore began strictly selling it just in time for Halloween. Unlike other candies, candy 
corn excited people to snatch it up before it was sold out. 
 Since then, candy corn has become a classic treat that manages to make its way into the 
bag of nearly every trick or treater on Halloween night. The Jelly Belly Company expanded its 
reach on the candy market and started selling candy corn year round. Today, variations of the 
treat have been advertised as “Reindeer Corn”, “Cupid Corn”, and “Rabbit Corn”. The timeless 
candy was impressively able to work its way up from being a food for chickens to symbolizing 
the holiday season of Halloween.  -Valentina Prior  

So what do I do if I see one? 
While normally you should never kill an insect, if you encounter a spotted lanternfly you must destroy it. 
(Be mindful to dispose of the entire insect as the carcasses are found to be toxic to pets) To report a 
spotted lanternfly sighting, go to https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/pi/prog/pests-diseases/ . It is 
important to submit a report of your sighting to the Department of Agriculture because this will contribute 
to the list of quarantine zones in New Jersey. The current list is Morris, Monmouth, Middlesex, Essex, Un-
ion, Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, Hunterdon, Mercer, Salem, Somerset and Warren County.  The best 
way to get rid of this pestering invasive species is to stay alert, informed, and stomp out the fly! 

https://apnews.com/article/pa-state-wire-insects-environment-and-nature-afa066ac905fc779d62ce6e76a579a64 https://
www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/subject/control-mechanisms  

https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/pi/prog/pests-diseases/
https://apnews.com/article/pa-state-wire-insects-environment-and-nature-afa066ac905fc779d62ce6e76a579a64
https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/subject/control-mechanisms
https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/subject/control-mechanisms
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Homecoming  

 

Pep Rally photos courtesy of 

Brendan Fiaschetti 

Pep  Rally Photos  

(Katie Glover and 

Grace Keller) 

(Angelina Debellis, Katie 

Glover, Paige Cripps, and 

Carolyn Wistreich) 

(Katie Glover, Paige 

Cripps, and Carolyn 

Wistreich) 
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The smell of burnt popcorn filled the pitch-black room, the scary movie continued to play as 
the main character crept towards the knocking at the door. You tell her to stop but she keeps going 
and in a blink of an eye, she is dead on the floor and the masked killer ran away. Your heart is beat-
ing extremely fast and your body is alert, convinced the killer is coming after you next. 

 We are all familiar with the feeling of fear but, have you ever wondered why this sensation 
occurs and what is really going on in our bodies? Fear is described as one of the basic human emo-
tions and it is programmed into our nervous system, like an instinct. The article, “Fears and Phobi-
as For Teens”, says, “When we sense danger, the brain reacts instantly, sending signals that activate 
the nervous system. This causes physical responses, such as a faster heartbeat, rapid breathing, and 
an increase in blood pressure.” The reason we get afraid is that our brain has convinced us we are in 
a dangerous situation and our nerves are told to stay alert which is why our heart beats faster and 
we have other physical reactions. However, when our brain analyzes the situation, and we are safe, 
or with people who can help us, we calm down.  

In, “Beyond Emotion: Understanding The Amygdala’s Role In Memory”, Katy Sukel explains 
to us what in our body allows us to be afraid. She states, “The amygdala is a small pair of “almond-
like regions” deep in the brain”. The amygdala is what determines if we are in a dangerous or safe 
place. If you have a large and sensitive amygdala, you may be an extremely anxious person, while 
people with smaller amygdalae usually don’t overthink situations, to see if they are in danger. 

With Halloween around the corner, there is a general theme of fear throughout the month of 
October. When in thrilling situations the brain releases dopamine which is a chemical messenger 
that sends alerts between nerve cells. Some people adore the feeling of dopamine being released. 
They feel satisfied with this chemical in their brain making life exciting. This is why we have experi-
ences like haunted mazes or horror movies. Other people like to feel safe and secluded and do not 
enjoy the feeling of dopamine. So, they despise being scared. Certain objects or ideas will trigger 
some people but not others. Most of them are very irrational. These are called phobias. Phobias are 
persistent and excessive fear of the same object. Many phobias stem from trauma previous in life. 
Our brain uses phobias to keep us safe from another mind-altering event that will become a part of 
us, if not addressed by a psychologist. Fear is an essential emotion in the upbringing of human be-
ings that keeps us safe from harming ourselves. -Reed Loney 
 

 Halloween Kills, released on Friday, October 15, picks up right where the last 
installment of the series Halloween (2018) left off. To start off the movie does an amaz-
ing job at setting the tone and suspense right out of the gate with a lot of action within 
the first 20 minutes. The tone never really changes as it's consistently dark and suspense-
ful throughout the movie which is a good thing as there is constant action throughout the 
film. The actors are the same from Halloween (2018) and do a great job throughout the 
film, although I wish Jamie Lee Curtis was in the movie as she's sidelined throughout the 
film from a previous encounter with Michael Myers. The ending was great as a major 
twist in the story shocked me personally as I thought this would be the last film due to 
massive mobs hunting down Michael screaming, ¨evil dies tonight¨, on their conquest to 
destroy an evil that has haunted them for decades. However, the final scene in the movie 
left me feeling underwhelmed and wanting more which is great for the creators as they 

have already announced the final film in this reboot trilogy titled Halloween Ends which is set to come out Oc-
tober 2022. Overall, the film was great, there wasn't a lot of downtime which is good however, to really under-
stand this movie you might want to watch Halloween (2018) as both movies take place in the same night. But if 
you're looking for a good scare, Halloween Kills is a great movie to watch and enjoy.    -Brendan Fiaschetti  

Halloween Kills Movie Review  
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By: Emilyse Marra 

Dracula is one of the most popular villains in all history. Before we dive into the cinematic uni-
verse of Dracula, it, as many great films do, all started with a book. Dracula, written by Bram Stoker 
in 1897, pioneered the concept of the iconic character and story of Count Dracula. The format of the 
book is in letters, newspaper clippings, and diary entries, which is one of the first books to do so. It 
starts out in Jonathan Harker’s diary. Harker is a real estate lawyer, traveling to Count Dracula’s cas-
tle in Transylvania to oversee the Count’s purchase of land in several places throughout London. Soon 
Harker realizes that the Count has held him captive in his castle. While Harker tries to escape, Dracu-
la travels to London and ends up conflicting with Harker’s fiancée, Mina Murray. The novel unfolds 
in a very engaging way and is definitely recommended as it as it is a very quick and addictive 
read. Now onto the films.  

 

Our cinematic journey starts through Transylvania with the 
highly influential 1922 German Expressionist film Nosferatu. 
Being as it was almost a century old, it was a silent film, alt-
hough, it wasn't completely silent because it did have one hour 
and twenty-two minutes of spooky organ music, which does 
get tiring! Upon watching the film, it doesn’t take long to real-
ize how anti-Semitic the character of Count Orlock, a.k.a Drac-
ula, is portrayed. The character portrays features of anti-
Semitic stereotypes such as a large hooked nose, bushy eye-
brows, long thin fingers, and a bald head. He is repelled by the 
sight of the cross and anything holy. The character is interest-

ed in acquiring real estate in the fictional town, Hisborg, Germany, which, to the citizens of Hisborg, 
see Orlock as a disgusting monster, invading the “homeland”, carrying rats and disease wherever he 
travels. The film comes off the cusp of World War One, and just shows the rising prejudice towards 
Jewish people in Germany. 
 
 A fun fact about this film is, while it may be incredibly influential to any Dracula related mov-
ies, books, or TV shows, the movie did not have the rights to Bram Stoker’s novel, which is why all of 
the characters' names are different. For example, Count Dracula is referenced as Count Orlock and 
Jonathan and Mina Harker are Thomas and Ellen Hutter. It was still obvious that the film was based 
off of the novel and the Stoker estate sued. The court ruled that all copies must be destroyed. Of 
course, a few prints did survive, as we would not have this film today, for the better or worse.  

 
The next film is Dracula(1931) starring Bela Lugosi 

as the first official Count Dracula. This film was an obvious 
step forward from the awkwardness of Nosferatu, such as 
the acting, sound, and costume design. Although, one thing 
that was a slight step backwards was the set design. In 
Nosferatu, the story takes place in Germany, which is where 
the movie was actually filmed. However, in this film, the set 
design was questionable. Towards the beginning, when 
Renfield was traveling to Dracula’s castle in Transylvania, it 
was very obvious that the movie was filmed in Southern 
California, and the filmmakers barely tried to hide it, with 
cactus plants popping up all over the place. On the other 
hand, when Count Dracula made his way to England, the set design wasn’t perfect, but it certainly 
was impressive for the time. Another thing that  is bothersome is the score, or the instrumental 
throughout the film. Where was the spooky organ music? Dracula is claimed to be one of the greatest 
Halloween films of all time, and every great Halloween film has it’s great soundtrack, so it was very 
disappointing that this film barely had any music at all.  
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          The next adaptation is Horror of Dracula, a 1958 film 
starring Christopher Lee as Count Dracula, Peter Cushing as 
Dr. Van Helsing, Peter Gough as Arthur Holmwood, and 
Melissa Stribling as Mina Harker. The film is very well 
made, with a much more satisfying score than the last and 
detailed set design. However, the story had some slight dif-
ferences from the original book, like Lucy Holmwood being 
Jonathan Harker’s fiancée instead of Mina, who is Lucy’s 
sister-in-law, which, just seemed like useless changes to 
make the film different from the prior Dracula movies. The 
film is the first in color movie on the list, which was exciting, 

however, the color seemed to take away from the gothic nature of the film compared to the last 
two movies. Overall, while the film had some slight differences from Dracula(1931), Nosferatu
(1922), and the book, both good and bad, this film is as equally iconic and as captivating as the 
last. 
  
 In 1992 Bram Stoker’s Dracula came out and was directed by Francis Ford Coppola. It is 
a very highly praised film, both for it’s acting from the superb cast consisting of Gary Oldman as 
Dracula, Winona Ryder as Mina Harker, and Anthony Hopkins as Abraham Van Helsing and its 
lack in CGI and fantastic visual effects. The acting was definitely the most impressive from all of 
the movies with Winona Ryder’s ability to invoke a deep sense of watcher involvement in the plot 
and Gary Oldman’s incredible versatility when playing the different forms Count Dracula takes. 
The acting throughout the entire movie would have been phenomenal, if it wasn’t for the terrible 
casting for the character of Jonathan Harker. Harker is played by Keanu Reeves, who is usually a 
very entertaining actor, but in this film, he was horrendous.  
  
 As for the story, it is the best Dracula film that stayed 
true to the book. The physical appearance of Dracula, who is 
described as a "tall old man, clean shaven, save for a long 
white mustache and clad in black from head to foot, without 
a single speck of color about him anywhere” is possibly the 
closest to the book out of all the films. This was the only 
film on the list that included the blue flame which Jonathan 
Harker sees on his journey, Count Dracula being able to 
crawl on walls, Dracula feeding babies and small children 
for his brides to feed on, which I’m sure the films from 1922
-1958 thought were much too gruesome, and the inclusion 
of Mina and Jonathan Harker’s diary entries. While the film 
is very similar to the book, it does have incredible differences. The film barely took anything 
away, but it did add a lot such as the reason why Dracula decided to leave his castle in Transylva-
nia and travel to England and it created an entire backstory for Dracula. In the film, Dracula be-
came a vampire after his wife threw herself off of their castle into a river when she received false 
news of Dracula’s death in battle. Dracula curses God and drives a sword into a cross which then 
spills blood. He drinks the blood, therefore becoming a vampire and the famous Count Dracula. 
The film focuses on the love story between Dracula and Mina Harker, who he believes is his dead 
wife reincarnated. This turns Dracula into someone you can sympathize with, whereas the other 
films only portrayed him as a monstrous villain that feeds on the blood of young women. This 
entire backstory just shows how free and creative writers have become. None of the older films 
had the courage to add such greatly different plots and storylines, which took away from the po-
tential of the watching experience and quality of the films.  
 

 To sum up, the story of Count Dracula has taken some wild turns throughout the decades.  
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Across  
2. Where does a vampire sleep? 

 

6. What popular Halloween treat was 

originally known as Chicken Feed? 

 

8. What is the name of the masked 

character in the movie Halloween?  

Down  
1. Where is the Toms River Hallow-

een Parade Located? 

3. A witch chooses a _____ as their 

mode of transportation 

4. What is Six Flags' Halloween cele-

bration is called? 

5. What size candy is usually given 

out to trick or treaters 

7. What animal is considered bad 

luck if it crosses the road in front of 

you? 

9. Finish the sentence- spooky, 

scary, ___  

By; Grace Keller 


