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 On Friday, February 18th, Filipino-American journalist, 
Nobel Peace Prize recipient, and TRN alumna, Maria Ressa, made 
a return to High School North for the first time since her gradua-
tion in 1982. After graduating from HSN, Ressa attended Prince-
ton University, where she would receive an alumni award the day 
following her visit to North. Ressa was almost not permitted to 
leave her country, where she reports, often critically, on a govern-
ment that has been hostile towards journalism. In the midst of a 
number of cyber libel charges against her, the Filipino court had 
attempted to deny her the ability to visit New Jersey to make an 
appearance at both alma maters, Princeton and High School 
North. It was truly a miracle to have her before us.  
 
Maria Ressa is the CEO and co-founder of Rappler, a leading digi-
tal technology company in the Philippines that provides uncom-

promised journalism. She created Rappler as a tool for professional journalists to combat misin-
formation and fight for freedom of the press against a corrupt Philippine government. During her 
visit, Ressa announced that she is putting her experiences to paper in a book she will be publishing 
this year titled How to Stand Up to a Dictator.  

 
When Ressa arrived at High School North, she was greeted by a welcoming committee made 

up of representatives from former activities she participated in including Journalism, Student 
Council, Theater, and our Senior Class President. These students escorted her to the media center 
where she conducted a Q and A. Ressa provided students with captivating life lessons in which she 
told personal stories from her senior year school play to life or death decisions when reporting in a 
war-torn country. She went into depth about what inspired her to expose corrupt governments, 
tracing back to her core value, the golden rule, as well as her Philippine Catholic upbringing. Her 
deep desire to champion right over wrong fueled her urge to counter 
the spread of “lies laced with anger and hate” which she states is cen-
tral to the conflicts regarding the Philippine government. When 
asked if she had any advice for young journalists she declared that 
journalism is more important now than ever and told those in the au-
dience not to stop, to let failure teach us, and embrace the digital age 
by using social media as a tool to stop the spread of misinformation. 
Maria Ressa is an inspiration to all and a living testament not only to 
the power of the press, but the power of the people. - Katie Marra 

 
 Photos from Doug Hood of The Asbury Park Press, HS North year-

book, and Princeton.edu 
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Maria Ressa interacting with students at the 

Q&A in the media center. 

Photo provided by TRSchools.com 

Ressa taking a picture with the welcoming 

committee;  Class President of 2022 Mike 

Dowd, Thespian Kiley Madigan, Captains 

Log Editor Katie Marra, and Student 

Council President Dhruv Parikh. 

Photo provided by TRSchools.com 

Maria Ressa and Katie Marra; taken on Katie’s 

Polaroid camera 

Ressa speaking with students in the Media 

Center. 

Photos provided by Mr. Patten 
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On February 7, 2022, Governor Murphy announced that he was ending the school mask 
mandate on March 7, 2022. In that statement he said, “School districts and childcare facilities can 
continue to implement universal masking policies after the mandate is lifted. Schools that do not 
impose universal masking should revise their COVID policies to utilize masking among other pre-
vention strategies under certain circumstances” (NJ Department of Health). 

The Captain’s Log conducted a survey to gauge the opinions of students and staff at TR 
North. We got a total of 722 responses and asked an open-ended question, “Is there anything TR 
Schools can do to make you feel safer? (in regards to the pandemic).” Most of the responses to the 
open ended question were just an extension of the previous questions; either calling to keep the 
mask mandate or to end it. Several respondents did indicate their frustration that wearing masks 
has not been enforced as much lately. There were also a few comments about making the school 
more sanitized and clean. Regardless of personal opinion, it is important to respect other people’s 
decisions.  

Whether or not you are in support of the removal of school mask mandate, it is important to 
discuss the potential environmental impacts of a mass mask dispos-
al. First of all, do not burn your masks! Disposable masks are made 
from polypropylene, which releases toxic chemicals when burned. 
Also, masks are not recyclable, they should be placed into the trash. 
It is crucial to note that masks also have the potential to harm wild-
life, as reports have been shared of birds, turtles, and various ma-
rine animals getting tangled in the elastic straps of disposable 
masks. To prevent this, those in possession of disposable masks 
must cut the straps before throwing away their mask. Overall, a de-
cline in mask usage is projected to reduce pollution from masks and 
if everyone takes caution to discard them properly, we can make a 
smooth transition into post-pandemic life.   
 

By: Grace Keller, Katie Marra, and Maribel Serrano-Gil 
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 It has been a long time since the Nautical Star Theatre Company had an 
in-person production. As a result of COVID-19, the 202o musical, Shrek, was 
unable to be performed and the 2021 musical, A Killer Party was a movie style 
production. Matilda’s opening night was on February 24, 2022 and it was a 
wonderful experience being able to see an in-person performance in the newly 
renovated auditorium. The lobby was decorated with book pages and silhou-
ettes of Matilda.  
 
As the lights dimmed and the curtains opened the audience was greeted with 
the beautiful scene of the painted books and the song “Miracle.” Throughout 
the show there were many comedic scenes, but it did not stray away from the 

true meaning of Matilda. Two of the most hilarious scenes were when Miss Honey (Sophie Regenye) 
visited the Wormwood household and was greeted by Mrs. Wormwood (Rebecca Remelgado)  and 
Rudolpho (Angelina Amato) and when Mr. Wormwood (John Claude Yambao) sang, “All I Know”, 
at the end of intermission. It was exciting to see all the special effects, the chalkboard, and when the 
chokey was lit up around the auditorium. 

 
What made this Matilda production incredible was all of the different parts that catered to 

the talents of the cast. The costumes were so colorful, (especially Mrs. Wormwood’s shoes) and the 
set design was captivating. Matilda is a beautiful story because it shows children that their talents 
make them special and even if not everyone sees it, staying true to yourself is important. This pro-
duction was everything and more. The Captain’s Log wishes to congratulate the Nautical Star 
Company on their show. -Grace Keller 

Rising Star College Scholarships 

 $10,000: Senior, Caitlyn Kaiser, Trunchbull 

 $10,000: Junior, Sophie Regenye, Miss Honey 

 $10,000: Senior, Rebecca Remelgado, Mrs. Wormwood 

 $10,000: Junior, Alexa Rey, Matilda 

 $10,000: Senior, John Claude Yambao, Mr. Wormwood 

 

 

 

Rising Star Summer Program Scholarships 

 $1,000: Junior, Angie Amato, Rudolpho/Sergei/Doctor 

 $1,000: Freshman, Lucas Maciel, Bruce 

 $1,000: Junior, Kiley Madigan, Mrs. Phelps 

 $1,000: Freshman, Madison McPhee, Lavender 

 $1,000: Senior, Joelle Mascaro, Nigel 

 $1,000: Senior, Peyton Williams, Escapologist/

Ballerina   

 $1,000:  Senior , Julianna Bolish, acrobat, ballerina 

Below is a list of scholarships awarded to some of the cast on behalf of 

New York Conservatory of Dramatic Arts Rising Star Awards Program.  
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 Darsh Patel participated in Discovery Lab 
Global to help design a Vertical takeoff and landing 
flying car. He presented his work at the AIAA. Katie 
Marra is annotating journal articles for AAAS’s Sci-
ence in the Classroom, partnering with Dr. Aaron 
Reedy of DataClassroom.com. Vivianna Onofriet-
ti was awarded a $300 grant from NYIT for her re-
search proposal, “Effects of plant substances in in-
hibiting prominent pathogenic oral bacteria”. (photo 
provided by Mrs. Girtain) 
  Katie Culbert is the host of the Army Education 
Outreach Program (AEOP) Profiles in STEM. She 
interviews STEM professionals about their careers and pathways.  https://www.usaeop.com/
profiles-in-stem/  Katie also has her own Youtube channel called Katie’s Adventures in Beekeep-
ing. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1VTjvnWwdJQMSHG2H18FpA. 

  Interested in enrolling in ASR? If you are a science-minded freshman and are looking for a 
class that allows you to explore a certain topic of interest, apply by March 18th. ASR is a 3-year 
research course that exposes students to learning experiences beyond those offered in a tradition-
al science class. Under the guidance of the brilliant Mrs. Girtain, students will be provided with 
the ability to connect with scientists in their field of interest and learn how to dissect and present 
scientific literature. ASR is a unique opportunity that will open doors for students in science, col-
lege, and career paths. -Katie Marra  

The following classes and programs have an appli-
cation process. For more informative visit: 
https://www.trschools.com/hsnorth/student-
applications--forms-2021-2022-class-scheduling 

5 Credit Community Action Program 
(CAP)  - Open to 12th graders; application 
due in guidance April 22, 2022 
 

10 Credit Community Action Program 
(CAP) - Open to 12th grade students; appli-
cation due in guidance April 8, 2022  

Cooperative Education Program - W orth 15 
credits; open to 12th graders; application due 
April 8, 2022 

Early Dismissal and Late Arrival -  
Students must have 30 credits in order to be eligi-
ble and students need their own transportation 
home; date is not listed on the website but check 
application (link above) for more information.  
 

Option 2 Personal Finance  
Fulfills graduation requirement 

No date listed  
 
 
 

By; Grace Keller 
 
Option 2 Physical Education  
Must apply in 11th grade; details on application; 

due in guidance March 18, 2022 
 

Political Legal Education 

Honors elective open to 12th grade students;  
due in guidance April 22, 2022 
 

TV Production 

Open to 11th and 12th grade students 

Class is at High School East 

Check application for more details  
 

Jump Start Program: https://www.ocean.edu/
wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Early-College-at-
OCC.pdfClasses at Ocean County College  

Open to 11th and 12th grade students 

Must have own transportation to OCC 

Dual Enrollment Form 

https://www.ocean.edu/wp-content/
uploads/2021/11/Early-College-at-the-HS.pdf 

Some classes are eligible for college credit, apply 
for dual enrollment 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.discoverylabglobal.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919298744&usg=AOvVaw0BivRKx2mdEPmvBs7rqCql
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.discoverylabglobal.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919299063&usg=AOvVaw25ACYvwwUsvZQqJ37BSkF3
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.discoverylabglobal.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919299063&usg=AOvVaw25ACYvwwUsvZQqJ37BSkF3
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.scienceintheclassroom.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919299381&usg=AOvVaw3CFP4xjGkuykx6V0x7ZUme
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.scienceintheclassroom.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919299577&usg=AOvVaw3R9edzcpBjsRmJOVwb5PIM
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.scienceintheclassroom.org/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919299577&usg=AOvVaw3R9edzcpBjsRmJOVwb5PIM
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://about.dataclassroom.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919299794&usg=AOvVaw2agiKLq5BzGd9-kpxcWTwb
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://about.dataclassroom.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919299998&usg=AOvVaw1dIefcaO14lQHrNgGaJpw3
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.usaeop.com/profiles-in-stem/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919300465&usg=AOvVaw3sYukg4kE2GMt8IwLKApAr
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.usaeop.com/profiles-in-stem/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919300685&usg=AOvVaw3jAgYBmQDBWkTOgbTM9vwn
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.usaeop.com/profiles-in-stem/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919300685&usg=AOvVaw3jAgYBmQDBWkTOgbTM9vwn
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1VTjvnWwdJQMSHG2H18FpA&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1645761919300950&usg=AOvVaw0LL0EjlEY-3KOPpWBCGFkl
https://www.trschools.com/hsnorth/student-applications--forms-2021-2022-class-scheduling
https://www.trschools.com/hsnorth/student-applications--forms-2021-2022-class-scheduling
https://www.ocean.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Early-College-at-OCC.pdf
https://www.ocean.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Early-College-at-OCC.pdf
https://www.ocean.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Early-College-at-OCC.pdf
https://www.ocean.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Early-College-at-the-HS.pdf
https://www.ocean.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Early-College-at-the-HS.pdf
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Evan Liou, a December Student of the Month, 
has been inducted into the National Honor Society and 
has played Tennis here at TRN. After graduation he 
plans on attending Rutgers University to study micro-
biology. Evan’s favorite memory of North is playing 
card games in Mr. Smith’s class and seeing all his 
friends in-person again senior year. -Grace Keller 

December student of the month, Natalie Barr, took some time out of her 
first period to speak about her post-graduation plans, the numerous 
clubs and organizations she is involved in here at North, and some of 
her favorite things about her senior year so far. Natalie is preparing to 
attend Ramapo College with a major in Business Management. After 
college she is interested in working at a talent agency, exploring the 
business aspects of music and theater. She aspires to pursue a career as 
a talent agent because she has “performed for a very long time.” She is 
currently the business assistant for the theater company as well, and 
wishes to continue in that field in the future. Some school organizations, 
clubs, and sports that Natalie has been involved in include TEAM, Na-
tional Honor Society (NHS), Captain’s Crew, Roots and Shoots, and Pass 
on Plastic. She has also been a member of the Nautical Star Theater 
Company all four years of her high school career, is in the Thespian 
Honor Society and SADD Vice President, Fundraiser Chair for the Class 

of 2022 Executive Board, and was on the field hockey team. Some of her favorite senior year 
memories include the months of September and October, specifically attending the football 
games, and winning A South with her field hockey teammates. Natalie is surely destined for suc-
cess, and we wish her the best of luck in her future endeavors! - Paige Cripps 

 Congratulations to January Senior of the Month Justin Smith, 
for being an outstanding student and being a member of the 
National Honor Society at Toms River North. Once Justin 
graduates, he wants to attend Rutgers University and major in 
finance, minor in Business Analytics Information Technology. 
Once he has completed that, he plans on achieving a M.B.A 
and maybe get an internship in a bank. Justin got this inspira-
tion from his mother who also works in the financial industry. 
Congratulations again, and keep up the great work and keep 
pushing towards all your goals. -Lorenza Hanlon  
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 Jackie Anderson is also a January Student of the Month. 
During her four years at North, she has been a cheerleader for 
seven seasons, founder and president of The Acts of Kindness So-
ciety, Key Club President, MedLife Director of Engagement and 
Fundraising. Currently, she serves as the National Honor Society 
President and has plans to major in arts and science. At the mo-
ment, Jackie is undecided on a college, but her top school is 
Northeastern. After high school she is interested in pursuing a 
career in behavioral psychology and wants to continue to conduct  
research like in her ASR class and minor in literature. Her favor-
ite part of senior year is the “possibility of opportunity” and get-
ting accepted into the Governor STEM Scholar Award. Jackie’s 
favorite memory of North is when she sliced her foot open on the 
dance floor at junior prom. -Grace Keller 

Paige Cripps was named Student of the Month in February. 
While at North she has participated in band for 4 years playing 
the flute and piccolo, and served in student conductor positions 
as the field assistant and drum major. She is also a stage manag-
er for theater, a member of the build and paint crew, National 
Honor Society, and a state thespian officer. She plans on going 
to Ocean County College once she graduates and is looking to 
major in either psychology, journalism, or music. Paige is inter-
ested in pursuing a career in which she will be able to travel. Her 
favorite thing about senior year so far has been band memo-
ries. -Katie Marra  

 Congratulations to Rutva Shah for winning February's Stu-

dent of the Month award. Rutva has done so much for the school in 

his time here at High School North participating in ASR, FBLA, Key 

Club, and swimming. Rutva is also a top-ranked student taking mul-

tiple Advanced Placement classes throughout his high school career. 

After graduation Rutva is planning on attending Princeton Universi-

ty where he will major in computer science. When asked what career 

he wanted to pursue Rutva responded, “I want to be a computer en-

gineer because I want to be challenged everyday and grow through 

these challenges.” While wrapping up the interview Rutva recalled 

his favorite memory at High School North responding, “My favorite 

memory was going to Atlantic City with FBLA.” Rutva has been one 

of the most successful students of the 2022 class and with such high aspirations there is no 

doubt that he will be successful in his future endeavors. -Brendan Fiaschetti 
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Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) members are not unfamiliar with special guests 
at chapter meetings. In mid January, TRN FBLA Alumni, Shyam Patel and Nicholas Briggs, gave 
members a presentation about Business in College. Past FBLA president, Patel, emphasized the im-
portance of a quality resume and getting experience in a field of interest throughout college. Stu-
dents were excited to see their old classmates and were happy to be advised by both guests. 

FBLA had an exciting special guest to kick off the month of February, Ms. Jenna Powitz. 
Powitz currently works at NBC Universal and presented different marketing oriented careers that 
members could potentially pursue, such as community management, photography, production as-
sistants, and more. She gave members advice on forging their own path in their career lives and left 
with the message, “Things are not intended to happen overnight; be patient and focus on the goals 
you have.” 

The month of February includes the entertaining FBLA-PBL week. Members celebrated this 
week through workshops and social media posts, including chapter adviser appreciation (Thank 
you, Ms. Tesoro!), business development, and community service. Alexa Sousa, who participated in 
a business panel, won an Alexa Echo Dot. Overall, FBLA members had a wonderful time during this 
week.  

On February 14th, FBLA members took the state level competition objective tests and are 
preparing presentations. FBLA students with projects will present them at the Atlantic City FBLA 
State Leadership Conference in March. This trip is highly anticipated by those attending. At the 
SLC, students will be able to talk with business professionals through workshops and enjoy other 
fun events. 

If you are interested in joining TRN’s FBLA chapter, contact the adviser, Ms. Tesoro at jteso-
ro@trschools.com, or presidents, Ishan Shah and Rutva Shah, to join. We hope to see you at our 
meetings! -Jena Bhandari 

FBLA Winners In Regional Objective Test Events Congratulated By Mr. Keller And Mr. Raylman  
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In the December edition of The Captain’s Log I wrote about three different places you 
could visit if you were interested in snowboarding. As more and more days pass we get closer to 
the season ending. This time I decided to write about the same three places with a focus on what 
you could do during the summer if you happen to visit one of them. 
 
 

DreamWorks WaterPark 
I talked about Big Snow in the Decemeber edition, which is located in the 
American Dream Mall and offers indoor snowboarding which you could 
do anytime, even throughout the summer. But if you wanted a break from 
that and wanted to do more of the summer activities, they also have a wa-
terpark located in the American Dream Mall that you could visit. It has 
over 40 waterslides! 
They also have what they call the Skudin Surf. If you’re are interested in 
learning a little about surfing I would definitely recommend looking into 

this. They give you an option to take private lessons. For further information visit their website 
https://americandream.com/venue/dreamworks-water-park 
 
CamelBack Mountain Resort 
This has to be one of my favorite places to visit es-
pecially during the snowboarding season. They have 
many different types of activities that you can par-
ticipate in. Camelbeach Waterpark is Pennsylva-
nia’s largest outdoor waterpark featuring 37 rides, 
slides and thrilling attractions. Season passes are 
now on sale and all guests can pre-purchase the day 
tickets and save on admission. They also have a 
New Summer Tubing. On the Camelback website it 
states, “Camelback Adventures sports the largest 
snow tubing park in the country and now offers 
summer tubing for an exhilarating experience as 
riders go lightning fast in the sun tubing lanes.” 
This will open June 12 this summer. They have so many other fun activities that you can partici-
pate in. For further information visit their website at https://www.camelbackresort.com/ 

Hunter Mountain                                                                                                                                                                        
Hunter oMuntain does not have as many activities as the other places do but you could still have 
such a great experience. The views that you get to see are worth it. They have what they call the 
Scenic Skyride. They stated on their website, “On a clear day, in the distance, you'll see the Berk-
shire Mountains of Massachusetts and the Green Mountains of Vermont beyond New York's 
beautiful Catskill Mountain peaks that surround you.” They also have the option of zip-lining. 
They have mid-mountain and skyline tours available. Hunter Mountain also has the choice to go 
on a nice calming hike. If you’re interested in these activities visit their page at https://
www.huntermtn.com/ 

         

https://americandream.com/venue/dreamworks-water-park
https://www.camelbackresort.com/
https://www.huntermtn.com/
https://www.huntermtn.com/
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MLB Lockout 
By: Brendan Fiaschetti 

 
 

What is the lockout? 
The MLB lockout is the biggest issue baseball has faced in years! This lockout prohibits any player 
activity that relates to their teams, meaning no free agent signings, no use of team facilities, and 
even basic forms of contact between players and their teams is prohibited. The lockout started on 
December 2, 2021 and at first wasn't a major issue. It has since turned into fierce negotiations be-
tween the owners and the players union. Spring training and the regular season wasn't at risk of 
being canceled at first but with March just starting and no deal being reached this puts the entire 
season at risk of being canceled.  
 
Why is the lockout happening? 
The biggest issue in these negotiations seems to be the luxury tax. The luxury tax basically taxes 
teams for every dollar if their combined team salary goes over the set league threshold. For exam-
ple, the threshold in 2021 was 210 million dollars, so if a teams salary was over that they would get 
taxed for every dollar they are over. This is a big issue because teams want to avoid this tax which 
means they end up paying the players a lot less than what they want. Another major issue is the 
minimum wage a player can earn which last year was $575,500. There are a few other minor issues 
such as some people wanting a lottery draft system but the money seems to be the biggest issue.  
 
What’s next for The MLB? 
As of March 2, 2022 no deal has been made and in fact things have gotten worse. The MLB just an-
nounced that they canceled the first few games of the regular season and spring training is still 
postponed until further notice. The two warring sides last met February 28th where they had a 
whopping 16 hour day full of meetings. Still after this no deals were finalized which would allow 
baseball to be played. However, progress is being made as the MLB has agreed to start bumping up 
the luxury tax threshold from 210 million to 220 million as well as the minimum wage from 
$575,000 to $775,000. Overall, the negotiations are slowly progressing but no major breakthrough 
has been made yet. The players union and the MLB met on March 6th  and discussions went 
“backwards”.  Fingers crossed we end up with a season.  
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 The Winter Olympics were held in Beijing this year and they were great. With ninety one 
countries all going for gold here are the top five who succeeded the most. Success in the Olympics 
isn't measured by the total number of medals but by whichever country has the most gold medals. 
At number five we have Sweden with 8 gold medals, 5 silver medals, and 5 bronze medals for a to-
tal of 18 medals. At number four we have The United States with 8 gold medals, 10 silver medals, 
and 7 bronze medals for a total of 25 medals. China comes in at number three with 9 gold medals, 
4 silver medals, and 2 bronze medals for a total of 15 medals. Second place was taken by Germany 
who had 12 gold medals, 10 silver medals, and 5 bronze medals for a total of 27 medals. And finally 
coming in at number one we have Norway who had 16 gold medals, 8 silver medals, and 13 bronze 
medals for a total of 37 medals! 
 
 

 
 With ninety one countries and a total of 109 events, it's to no surprise 
there are a lot of athletes. To be exact there were 2,871 athletes that partici-
pated in this year's Winter Olympics. Here are the best of the best as not 
surprisingly three of the top five athletes are from Norway. Coming in at 
number five we have Therese Johaung from Norway with 3 gold medals. At 
number four we have Irene Schouten from the Netherlands with 3 gold 
medals and 1 bronze medal. At number three we have Marte Olsbu Roise-
land from Norway with 3 gold medals and 2 bronze medals. Coming in at 
number two is Alexander Bolshnuov from Russia with 3 gold, 1 silver, and 1 
bronze medal. And finally coming at number one we have Johannes Thinges 
Boe from Norway with 4 gold medals and 1 bronze medal. Congratulations 
goes out to any athlete that competed at the Olympics because even making 
it there is an amazing feat.  
 

 Overall, it was a very successful Olympics with tons of great and shocking moments. Once 
again congratulations are in order for all of the athletes who participated in this monumental com-
petition. The next Winter Olympics will be held in 2024 in Paris, France which looks to be a stun-
ning location for the next games.  

By: Brendan Fiaschetti  

  (Johannes Thinges Boe) 
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As March rolls around, women of all ages from around the world are recognized and cele-
brated for their contributions. It is crucial to remember the role women have played in the de-
velopment of life and society. This month, we honor how women are important and strong, no 
matter how old or young. To fight against stereotypes and unequal opportunities is an ongoing 
struggle for women, even today. That is why this month is set aside to encourage and show other 

women their strength and that anything is possible.  
 
Beginning in 1911, International Women’s Day was cele-
brated annually on March 8th. In 1978, Santa Rosa, Cali-
fornia, the county created a week-long celebration for 
women's history. As time went on, this movement spread 
in communities and became recognized in schools due to 
a group of women and historians led by what is now The 
Women’s History Alliance. President Carter issued a proc-
lamation stating the important recognition women de-
serve for building up the United States, and declared the 
week of March 8th as “Women’s History Week.” The 
Women’s History Alliance designated the month of March 
for women's history, and every year since 1988 Congress 

passed resolutions annually for Women’s History Month. Soon after, schools incorporated this 
month into classrooms to promote equality, and throughout states, Women’s History Month be-
came widely recognized and kids all over the nation began learning about the struggles and per-
severance women have experienced throughout history. 

 
The Women’s History Alliance sets themes for Women’s History Month, and this year 

they set a theme focusing on “women providing healing, women providing hope.” This theme 
recognizes the resilient women in frontline work and caregivers during the pandemic that has 
saved many, countless times around the world. It also recognizes the women actively trying to 
make a difference in the world and spread awareness, like Malala Yousafzai and Greta Thun-
berg. Malala, an activist for worldwide education for women, advocates for girls to use their 
voice and not stand for inequality through her own experiences of inequity during her child-
hood. Greta Thunberg, a young environmental activist, continually fights against the gender ste-
reotypes young women face about powerlessness and stands strong in her beliefs of a better fu-
ture.  

 
 

(Malala Yousafazi)  
(Greta Thunberg)   

By: Angela Pontipiedra 
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We must also recognize women that are changing the world by fighting against gender 
inequality and showing the strength women have on a daily basis. Women like Serena Willams, 
who is a professional tennis player and has advocated for equal pay in sports to lessen the gen-
der pay gap many women experience in media and sports. Through her own experience, she 
helps female athletes get paid equally to their male counterparts and intends on continuing the 
fight until they are regarded the same. Like Williams, actress Emma Watson is known for simi-
lar advocacy. She uses her fame to spread awareness of the stereotypes women face daily. By 
utilizing the stardom she grew up with, Watson lets women know that they should not stand 
down from their male counterparts, and there is nothing wrong with women standing their 
ground. Another athlete, Simone Biles, who was coined “the greatest gymnast of all time” is 
commended for the use of her popularity to spread awareness for the troubles young girls face, 
and is known to make girls all around the world feel understood and not alone in the struggles 
many experience with the concept of perfection. She inspires girls to be fearless and know that 
it is okay to be who they are. 

The accomplishments women have achieved is beyond measure, and it is necessary to 
recognize women for their contributions to society and to continue encouraging and showing 
children the impact they can make from the strength girls all around the world have within 
them.  

 Wordle is a daily game involving guessing a five-letter word. It was created by Josh 
Wardle in October 2021, and inspired by other New York Times games. Initially, the game was 
only intended for him and his partner, but as it proliferated through WhatsApp and months 
passed, he made the decision to release the game publicly online in October. Wordle exploded 
in popularity throughout the rest of 2021 and into 2022. 
 In late January, The New York Times purchased the game for at least a million dollars, 
although the exact amount is unknown. On February 10, the official website for Wordle 
changed to The New York Times Games website. Since the purchase, people complained that 
Wordle was becoming harder. While this is not necessarily true, The Times did change parts of 
the game, such as preventing some inappropriate words from being guessed, and changing 
some answers from obscure words to more familiar ones. The Times stated that Wordle will 
remain free-to-play, but some are worried that the game will be locked behind a paywall. 
 Many variations have sprung up, including Worldle, which involves guessing countries 
by shape; Nerdle, which uses math equations; and Quordle.  However, following the acquisi-
tion of the original Wordle, The New York Times might start to take these down, so try them 
while they last.  

 Feb 10 website transfer 

 Feb 15 different words 

 NYT changed  

(Serena Williams) 
(Simone Biles)  (Emma Watson)  

By: Jervin Sevilla 
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 Every year on March 17, around thirty million people will gather to celebrate Irish ethnici-
ties. People will crowd together in bars, parades will be televised, and folklores filled with rain-
bows, gold and leprechauns will be told. In addition, green food, clothes and merchandise will be 
spotted nearly everywhere! For over one thousand years, people have passed down some of these 
ancient traditions while adding a few new ones. 
 Surprisingly, Saint Patrick was not Irish at all! He had been kidnapped and brought to Ire-
land when he was only sixteen years old, where he learned about Christianity and its origins. 
Though he eventually escaped and returned home to Britain, Saint Patrick journeyed back to Ire-
land and spread Christianity to the native people living there. Not only did he start schools, 
churches and religious centers dedicated to Christianity, he explained the Holy Trinity using a 
three-leafed shamrock. Though Saint Patrick died on March 17, 461 A.D., it took nearly a thousand 
years for Saint Patrick’s day to gain recognition. The holiday was first celebrated somewhere in the 
tenth century in North America. Irish immigrants would come together and feast on a popular 
Saint Patrick’s Day staple that many people still eat today, which is corned beef and cabbage. 
Though it does not seem too elaborate of a meal to us, it was a delectable feast to the very poor 
Irish immigrants.  
 Throughout the centuries, it was celebrated in a few Spanish and English colonies but it 
was not until the late 1770’s that it quickly spread throughout the U.S. and gained popularity. As 
industrialization kicked off in major cities like New York, so did Irish immigration and recognition 
for the holiday. Ironically, blue was the color associated with Saint Patrick’s Day, although it 
changed to green when the city of Chicago started coloring their river water for holiday spirit. 
Since then, March 17 has been an important day for many Irish and non-Irish people as they come 
together to recognize its rich history. You may be wondering, where do leprechauns belong in this? 
Stories of these tiny tricksters originated in Ireland, and portrayed them as 2-3 foot tall shoe-
making fairies. While the stories said that there were no female leprechauns, they also claimed 
that they dressed in red, not green! It is commonly believed that they are associated with being 
lucky, and those who encounter them are filled with prosperity. Since then, companies and busi-
nesses have changed the image and reputation of leprechauns for marketing purposes. Now, peo-
ple view them as short, older men with large top hats and plaid garments who smoke pipes. Re-
gardless of the credibility or exact history of leprechauns and Saint Patrick’s Day, it is a fun holi-
day where people come together to celebrate the uniqueness of the Irish heritage! -Valentina Prior  


