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Despite what you may have heard, posting a beach pic at sunset on Earth Day will not reverse 
climate change, or guarantee the limiting of global temperatures beyond 2 degrees Celsius. Howev-
er, it is important to recognize Earth Day and if we students can translate our Instagram awareness 
into action, we can make a direct difference. The enemy is real. The stakes are high. Carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere are literally choking our planet. CO2 is trapping heat 
via the greenhouse effect and causing polar ice, glaciers, and permafrost to melt, which in turn leads 
to sea level rise, not to mention wilder weather, rampant fires, and changing precipitation patterns. 
Here in Toms River, the coastal economy is a huge part of our way of life and if sea level rise contin-
ues, the effects will be devastating. Climate change also negatively impacts wildlife. Scientists have 
estimated that 150-200 species of plants, insects, birds and mammals become extinct every 24 
hours. This is nearly 1,000 times the natural rate and many biologists say that it is greater than any-
thing the world has experienced since the vanishing of the dinosaurs nearly 65 million years ago.  

 

As a high school student, it is understandable to feel hopeless after hearing these doomsday 
statistics. It is also easy to point the blame at older generations for the current state of the planet 
(which, let's be honest, boomers can be the worst in terms of caring for the environment). However, 
we all have a role to play and as the younger generation we must arm ourselves with the knowledge 
necessary to make significant changes as we grow into responsibility for this problem.  

 

While it may seem as if there is no way to make an impact, there is always action you can 
take. This Earth Day, inform yourself by taking some time to watch an environmental documentary, 
catch up on climate news (refer to the IPCC report), or incorporate AP Environmental Science into 
your schedule for next year. If you are more of a direct, immediate action type of person, join a local 
activism group! As a coastal community, New Jersey has many opportunities to participate by 
maintaining our shore, protecting coastal wildlife, and cleaning up our beaches through organiza-
tions such as Save Barnegat Bay, Friends of Island Beach State Park, and the American Littoral So-
ciety. School involvement is also important, you can join Green Team and collect the recycling 
weekly, or join Roots and Shoots which will be planting trees in honor of Earth Day. New members 
are always welcome among all of these opportunities, please contact Katie Marra 
(kkjjmm513@gmail.com) if interested in joining.  

 

Every year since Earth Day was founded in 1970, there has been a theme, and this year's is 
titled Invest in Our Planet. While there is no doubt that the desire to accumulate money through the 
system of capitalism has caused this problem, we can make our own investments today. As high 
school students,  many of us are now establishing bank accounts and will be soon entering the work-
force. We can choose to invest in earth-friendly businesses to help fund the change we want to see 
through our own choices. The power of the dollar speaks volumes and as consumers, anytime we 
purchase anything we have a chance to speak for the planet. Eco-conscious choices include avoiding 
fast fashion, supporting local businesses, and reducing our plastic intake. With a little bit of re-
search, you can positively impact the planet by making purchases from companies that are environ-
mentally friendly. It is important to remember our choices have consequences. In order to celebrate 
the only planet that we know of that can sustain life, it is imperative that we reverse the current ide-
as of economy over ecology. This year on Earth Day, we must propel forth a movement that future 
generations will see as the turning point in the abuse of our planet.  - Katie Marra 
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 The band, chorus, theater, and performing arts academy pro-
grams of High School North took a week-long trip to Disney World 
from March 22nd-March 27th. The trip was filled with many roller 
coasters, enriching workshops for all of the performing arts groups, 
amazing food, and great bonding moments amongst the students.  
The band’s workshop took place on March 26th at Disney Backstage 
in Hollywood Studios. The band sat, tired after a day of walking 
around the parks, ready to go to bed, but workshop director, Allen 
Gray, came out from behind a curtain, and the energy of the room im-
mediately shifted. Gray is a composer and President of Jalen Publish-
ing and Matrix Publishing, and has produced numerous recording ses-
sions, including music for television. The band was suddenly alert and 
attentive as Mr. Gray explained their itinerary for the night. He 
worked with the musicians of the High School North Band for two and 
a half hours in order to prepare them to play “How Far I’ll Go” from 
the movie Moana, which was going to be recorded by the end of the 
night! The musicians gave their all, and the finished product was mag-
ical. The lights dimmed, 

and the screen before them glimmered with the corre-
sponding scenes of the movie, but with their own record-
ing of the music over top of it! At the end of the work-
shop, each member of the band was given a pair of Mick-
ey ears and exclusive Disney performing arts pins to take 
home with them. Overall, the band workshop was a great 
success, and left the musicians of the Toms River North 
Mariner Band in a much happier mood.  - Paige Cripps  

 
 
 
 
 
 

North’s Chorus also came on the Disney trip, where they were asked to perform in front of a 
panel of judges. The Chorus performed the song “The Impossible Dream” from Man of La Mancha by 
Joe Darion. Junior, Angelina Amato, was given the opportunity to perform a solo during the song. Af-
ter the performance the Chorus was asked to attend the awards ceremony. When asked how she felt 
about going to the performance Angelina said, “Straight up didn’t think I was going to win.” But she 
did in fact win an award for being an outstanding solo vocalist. “In shock” and “surprised” were just 
some of the emotions going through Angelina’s mind as she stepped on stage to receive her award. 
Congratulations to Angelina Amato and the whole Chorus who worked so hard to put this piece to-
gether for Disney.  
 The Theater company at TRHSN also were invited on the Disney trip. All were excited to be in-
cluded in such a memorable experience, but everyone’s minds were blown when news got out that the 
Theater company was going to be doing a Broadway workshop. At the workshop the students went 
through icebreaker warm ups then put into roles and asked to perform “Colder By The Minute” from 
Frozen on Broadway. In 90 minutes the company was able to sing and dance the whole number of 
the Broadway hit. The experience is something none of them will ever forget. -Kiley Madigan  

(Photo taken by 

Mrs. Little)  

TRN Visits Imagination Campus   

(Angelina Padilla, Paige Cripps, Kayla Speedy,  

Claire O’Connor, and Kylie Sugrue) 
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 After a two year hiatus due to the pandemic, New Jersey Model Congress took place in-person 
on March 17 and 18 at Rider University. The New Jersey Model Congress (NJMC) is an incredible 
opportunity for students interested in politics. In Toms River Schools, students taking Political Legal 
Education get the chance to participate in NJMC. Since the beginning of the school year, we have 
spent time learning about parliamentary procedure, writing legislation bills, and debating. NJMC is 
a mock simulation of the United States Congress.  
 There are students from different New Jersey schools in attendance, and each student gets to 
choose their political party and is assigned to a committee based on their bill. This year NJMC fea-
tured the traditional Democrats and Republicans, but also the MOMMY party (Independent Party). 
In order to be able to present a bill in a full House or Senate session, a student’s bill must be passed 
in their committee. Due to time limits, each student is assigned to the House or Senate, and there are 
no joint sessions. I was a Senator and the three other North students in attendance were Representa-
tives. Participating in NJMC was a highlight of Senior year, and I hope more students will take ad-
vantage of taking the Political Legal Education course. - Grace Keller 

Kyle Reinheimer debating a 

bill on the floor of the House.  

From left to right: Julietta Onofrietti, Moujan 

Moghimi, Kyle Reinheimer, and Grace Keller 

Julietta Onofrietti debating a bill in 

the Committee of Ways and Means.  



 4 

 Romel Cruz Townsend, a senior at High School North, was recently recognized for 
earning every award possible as an Eagle Scout and was featured in the Asbury Park Press. 
Romel became a Boy Scout at the age of eleven and when asked why he decided to stay a 
Boy Scout for so long he said, “I continued Boy Scouts because of the countless opportuni-
ties it presents and for its many adventures”. He also talked about the people he met who 
contributed to his continuation throughout the years. Romel also said being rewarded gave 
him a “sense of relief” because having so much pressure on him to finish something that on-
ly 367 people have done since 1910 (when Boy Scouts of America started) can be super over-
whelming. Romel plans to go to college for music production, although he is not sure where 
yet. There is no doubt he has a very bright future ahead of him.  -Aaliyah Phillips  
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Addiction: a strong inclination to do, use, or indulge in something repeatedly. I want you to 
take a moment and ask a simple question. What happens to you when you misplace your phone? 
Are you calm or impatient and get anxious? Over the past 2 years, I've realized how many of us 
have grown much more attached to our devices. I believe this growth increased when Covid first 
started. We had nowhere to go. We couldn't hang out with our friends to distract ourselves from 
social media. All we had was our phone. If we wanted to reach out to someone all we had to do was 
use our phones, whether it was to send out an email, FaceTime, or just text someone and see how 
our friends and family are holding up with everything going on in the world. Don't get me wrong, 
phones do have some good advantages, for example using them to navigate us to a place we’ve nev-
er been to before. 

 
We teenagers needed not just our phones but our Chromebooks to see what our teachers 

posted that day since school was closed. We had no choice but to sit in our rooms, the kitchen, or 
the living room and just look at a screen for hours a day. Sometimes to make the Google Meet go 
faster kids would just sit on their phones until the Meet was over and do the same for the following 
classes. And when you add something to your routine it's impossible to get rid of. When your 
phone makes the slightest noise you're going to run to your phone to see if a friend texted you or if 
it was a new notification from Instagram because someone liked your new post. Our obsession with 
our devices, has grown so big that even when some of us wake up we go straight to our phones, to 
open the email, text, and social media notifications to see what we missed. 

 
 When I think of people having an attachment to their phone I picture a baby with a pacifier. 
That baby is not going to let go of that pacifier that easily. They will cry and fuss until they get it 
back. They have grown to have such a attachment towards this pacifier and they have such a hard 
time letting it go. This also reminds me of a movie I watched in class a while ago called The Social 
Dilemma. There was a scene in the movie where the mom took away her kid’s phones and put 
them into the phone lockbox that had a timer so they could enjoy a quiet family dinner. The daugh-
ter kept hearing notifications going off and so she got up and grabbed a hammer and broke the 
container because she couldn't go without her phone. As I said earlier, we are using our phones as a 
part of our daily routine and we feel like it's a big part of our day and now we can't go a day without 
it. In a way, it's something that gives us comfort.  
 

The past couple of weeks I took a moment to pay attention to my surroundings whether it 
was at school, work, or hanging out with a group of friends. At school, all I saw was a bunch of 
teenage kids walking the halls with their heads down looking right at their phones constantly 
bumping into each other and at work, I saw many people come in to get lunch and they would be 
on their phones. The funny part is that most of the time they go out to lunch with their friends or 
parents and it seems like they forgot they had company. People need to be more aware of what’s 
right in front of them. Yeah, I understand that you could find what’s going on around the world on 
your phones but it would also be amazing to just look around you and pay attention to what is right 
in front of you. To actually have a conversation with a friend and not be staring at your phone. Peo-
ple need to start enjoying moments like that. Or even go outside instead of being trapped inside 
looking at a screen for hours. Put your phone down and live in the moment. Be present! 

By: Maribel Serrano-Gil 
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Boys Baseball 
Coaches: Mr. Pagano and Mr. Peck  

Captains: Ryan Baker and Dom  Saldida   
          Seniors: Ryan Baker , John Cherubini, Brendan Fiaschetti, Kevin McVicar , Nate Obeng, 

Dom Saldida, Kyle Tillotson, and Cory Vandenberg 
When Coach Pagano was asked what he is looking forward to this season, he responded, “To compete! The 
only reason I coach is to compete, it gets you close to the game but it's never the same as actually playing.” 

With a capable team, when asked what team will pose the greatest challenge coach Pagano responded, “Our 
own. We have a lot of capable guys who can do big things if they are coachable and work hard. Other than us 
every team in the A South is a hard battle, but if we do what we're capable of we will be right with them when 

the dust settles.” Coach Pagano also added, “With the challenges of lower numbers, resources, and worse 
playing conditions we are extremely lucky to have a great group of kids that make putting in the long hours 
away from our family's worth it. Toms River North has always been our home so we take pride in keeping 

the excellent tradition and high expectations set by previous classes by not only making great baseball play-
ers but great men, too.” Overall it looks like a great but challenging season for Toms River North baseball, 

with the teams sights set on a championship and glory. -Brendan Fiaschetti  

Girls Lacrosse 
Coach: Mrs. Muller  

Captains: Caitlin Beam  and Kristen Redding  
Seniors: Caitlin Beam , Jaim e Girtain, Er in Indelicato, Car ly Muller , and Kaelyn Paturzo  

This season Coach Muller and her girls lacrosse team are looking forward to the big games vs Southern and 
South, and for Captains Caitlin Beam and Kristen Redding to hit their 100 goal mark. The seniors on the 

team include Caitlin Beam, Jaime Girtain, Erin Indelcato, Carly Muller, and Kaelyn Paturzo. The most chal-
lenging team they will tackle this season is Southern. Interested in how it will play out? Come watch your 

girls lax it up in this high-stakes game, we appreciate the support!- Katie Marra 
 

Boys Volleyball 
Coach: Mr. Muller  

Captains: Tyler  Byrd and Jake Nagle  
        Seniors: Tyler  Byrd, Nick Cassesse, Harchil Chaudri, Rom el Easton, Jake Nagle, George 

Rose, and Jayson Spears 
Coach Muller is striving for success on and off the court and is looking forward to getting to know his volley-
ball players. With a team stacked with seniors, led by captains Jake Nagle and Tyler Byrd, they are destined 
to have a great season. Southern is expected to be their biggest competitor this year. Coach Muller is excited 

to have a good group of seniors and believes this team will produce a successful season.- Katie Marra 

                                                                          
Girls Golf 

 Coach: Mr. Mahon  
Senior: Em m a Hayes  

This will be Mr. Mahon's first year being the coach for the girl's golf team with the help of Mrs. Youngblood. 
He shared, “we have a special group of girls and we are hoping the girls have an enjoyable experience”. Mr. 
Mahon said that the team that will be their biggest challenge would be every team in our division but espe-
cially High School South. Mr. Mahon just wishes to have a good season and for the girls to have an overall 

exciting and enjoyable season. - Maribel Serrano Gil 

 
Girls Spring Track  

Coach: Mr. Salvaggione  
Captains: Alexa Eglin, Em m a Fortuna, Lia Malave, and Olivia Takla  

Seniors: Im oni Alston, Jaclyn Benvenuto, Sum m er Berry, Linzi Brom m eland, Sophia 
Divinagracia, Kamryn Kleniewski, Angelina Mauro, Annemarie Peragino, and Jessica Vargas.  

Coach Sal is excited  to build upon the successful cross country and winter track season, they were Ocean 
County champions and county relay champions.  -Grace Keller  
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Girls Softball 
Coach: Mrs. Tutzauer  

Captains: Julia Cauldw ell and Jordyn Mann  
Seniors: Jordyn Mann   

As softball season comes into swing, Coach Tutzauer looks forward to working with the younger girls and 
watching them improve. Captains Jordyn Mann and Julia Cauldwell will lead the way and the young team 
is expected to follow in their footsteps. Their toughest games this season will likely be against rival schools 
South and East. The team is most excited for home games, come out and support and watch them steal the 

win!- Katie Marra 

Boys Golf   
Coach: Mr. Deriggi 

Captain: Nick Christos  
 Seniors: Leo Kean and Gabriel Sorrentino  

Mr. Deriggi said, “We're looking forward to some early season tournaments we have and getting some 
of our younger guys some experience playing in big moments.” When asked what he was most excited about 
this season, he shared, “We have a very young team, which is not typical of our program.  We've usually been 
senior-heavy and had tons of experience.  It's exciting to get young players some opportunities in big spots.” 
He said the team that will be his biggest challenge is Toms River South. “South is returning 4 of their top 5 
scorers from last year.  They are going to be a very tough opponent this season for all of our division.” He 
shared, “We're really excited to get back on the course, especially with no COVID restrictions.  Getting us back 
to normal and playing the game we love every day is incredible.  Looking forward to a great season!” -Maribel 
Serrano Gil 
 

                                                                
                                                                               Boys Lacrosse 
                                                                          Coach: Mr. Heisler  
                                 Captains: Timothy Beahm, Evan Singer, and Nicholas Walano 
                          Seniors: Zach Brazier , Kevin McCarthy, and Nicholas Pullaro  
 Mr. Heisler said he was looking forward to, “ Working with the guys and getting to know them and making 
progress” for the season. He said the team that is going to be his biggest challenge was Southern. He had said 
this because he talked about how their team is really good. He shared, “We are looking forward to a good sea-
son and he hopes to see everyone at our games”.- Maribel Serrano Gil 
 

                                                                                  Boys  Spring Track 
                                                                      Coach: Mr. Barrett 
                                   Captains: Jack Cordiano, Michael Dow d, Matt Motuz, Diego Rodriguez  

Seniors: Brandon Bow les, Jack Cordiano, Michael Cordiano, Ryan Dean, Michael Dow d,  
Matt Motuz, Diego Rodriguez, Avery Rowe, and Matt Sabo 

Coach Barrett seems really eager about this year's season. There’s a lot to look forward to this year but the 
thing Coach Barrett is most excited for is “….Most looking forward to seeing the boys' hard work everyday in 
practice pay off during competition season. Also, seeing all the guys enjoy competing with their teammates.” 
The team is looking forward to achieving individual success as well as putting together some really good re-
lays.” When we asked Coach Barrett who is the biggest challenge and he said Southern and Jackson Memori-
al. He also added, “We have a great group of guys who work really hard everyday for their success on the 
track and in the field.”  We wish you all the best this year. Good luck boys! -Lorenza Hanlon  

Boys Tennis  
Coach: Mr. Gelnaw  

Seniors: Evan Liou, Aryan Kum ar, Akshar  Patel, and Ishan Shah  
Coach Gelnaw is looking forward to doing well in the shore conference tournament this year - Grace Keller 
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 Toms River North’s Future Business Leaders of America chapter had an exciting March. 
FBLA students journeyed to Atlantic City to join other NJ FBLA members in the State Leadership 
Conference.  FBLA members who took the state level competition objective tests were able to spend 
their time attending educational and enjoyable workshops held by different state officers and peo-
ple in the field of business. FBLA students with projects presented them to judges in two different 
rounds.  
 The following students placed top 10 in their category: senior, Jena Bhandari, 5th Place, Ag-
ribusiness; junior, Natalie Rapciewicz; senior, Kimberly Cai; junior, Alexa Sousa, Top 10 - Social 
Media Strategies; senior, Ishan Shah, 7th Place, Health Care Administration; senior; Rutva Shah, 
8th Place, Computer Problem Solving; seniors Emma Hayes and Arianah Davis, 6th Place, Digital 
Video Production. Congratulations students! 

 
 
 
 
R 
 
 

Here’s what the students had to say about the conference: 
Rutva Shah: “It was great to see our chapter’s accomplishments in Stories For Success and com-
munity service get recognized.” 

Jena Bhandari: “I thought it was amazing to be able to meet and become friends with other FBLA 
students from other schools, even from across the state.” 

Evan Liou: “It was a fun experience and I was able to grow closer to my fellow FBLA members.” 

Jordyn Mann: “I enjoyed networking with other schools and sharing my ideas. I was able to prac-
tice these skills in a way I never have before.” 

Kim Cai: “The SLC was like nothing I’ve ever experienced. I had the opportunity to network with 
many students around New Jersey. Overall, it was sick.” 

Alexa de los Santos: “I found the public speaking workshop, led by FBLA state officers, enter-
taining and the financial literacy workshop helpful for college. The entire experience was very inter-
active and there was never a dull moment throughout the conference.” 

Gabby Kostova: “The SLC was an experience that I was very glad to have as a freshman and I can-
not wait to attend again in the future!” 

Swera Patel: “There were many activities for us to do, which I found really fun. I competed in a 
scavenger hunt and loved watching the hypnotist show.” 

Alexa Sousa: “I gained a lot of business related knowledge and skills from my experience present-
ing my own project and participating in workshops at the State Leadership Conference.”  
Ishan Shah: “I am glad my fellow FBLA members had a great time in Atlantic City.” 
 

If you are interested in having an experience like this and want to join TRN’s FBLA chapter, 
contact the adviser, Ms. Tesoro at jtesoro@trschools.com, or the presidents, Ishan Shah and Rutva 
Shah, to join. Also, follow @trnfbla on Instagram to see updates about our chapter and @trrs_wbl 
to learn more about the CAP program and work-based learning opportunities offered at TR Schools. 
We hope to see you at our meetings! 

By: Jena Bhandari 
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 From a young age, our parents, teachers, and many people around us told us how it was okay to be 
different; that it was okay to have different interests and it was okay to come from all these different beauti-
ful cultures. We should all embrace what makes us who we are.  When we as kids heard those words we felt 
secure and safe. But it is not like that for others. For example, people who immigrated to America. In school, 
we learned about the American Dream. According to https://sites.tufts.edu, “The American Dream is being 
able to earn a good living, buy a home, send children to school, and build a life in the United States regardless 
of social stature or place of birth—is an aspiration for most who immigrate to the United States”. When im-
migrants come here it is not because they want to take over or they want to do bad things. It’s because they 
want to be able to accomplish the American Dream they always dreamed of. They are known as Dreamers. 
When they take a look at our country they see hope. They come all this way not just for themselves but for 
their kids. These people want to build a better foundation. They want to help their kids have all these oppor-
tunities that they didn't have a chance of getting. 

 Throughout the years of attending school, I've heard teachers say how groups of people immigrated 
here to create a better life. They had been promised more opportunities to feel like they could finally breathe 
and feel free. They also came here because they believed it would be the safest place for their families. As I 
grew older I realized that this beautiful picture they painted and presented was not all as it seemed.  It's time 
for more people to stand up for immigrants. When a person who was not born here in America strives to 
achieve what we call an American Dream they constantly get turned down. They get judged, they get told 
that they are not good enough. They get told that it may not work out because their English is not so good. 
But don't you think it would be a good idea to have someone speak another language to communicate with 
others? Words like this can really hurt a person. It makes them feel like they aren’t capable of doing anything. 
Many of these people have such big hearts. All they want to do is do what's best for their families. They use 
all the negativity they get from others to work harder and harder, to prove everyone around them wrong. 

 How are people who immigrated to America different from a person who is an actual citizen? We are 
all human. We all work hard to be able to have the money to maintain our families. We all want a roof over 
our head, to be able to put food on the table. We all are striving for the same goal, to be able to succeed and 
live our best and healthy lives with the people we love. Why is it so hard for people to accept others to just 
give them a shot at the same thing we all want?  I ask you to keep your heart open and have an open mind 
and try to understand why people immigrated here to America. Treat them how you would want to be treat-
ed if you were the one that wanted to accomplish a dream like this. They aren’t any less human than you. 
They also have feelings and I promise you they don’t have any bad intentions when coming to America.    

 

By : Maribel Serrano-Gil 
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New York Giants 
 The Giants are in a very interesting situation. Coming off of another disappointing year where the team 
went 4-13, upper management finally made a change, firing head coach, Joe Judge, and general manager, Dave 
Gettleman. With new head coach, Brian Daboll, and new general manager, Joe Schoen, coming in, nobody knows 
what to expect from the Giants in this year's draft. With two top ten picks the Giants are set to acquire major 
building blocks for the future which could come in the form of offensive lineman Ikem Ekwonu out of North Caro-
lina State. The offensive line is already a weak point and with veteran tackle, Nate Solder, rumored to be leaving 
this offseason we would need a strong young replacement. Evan Neal from Alabama is another strong option on 
the offensive line, Neal was dominant against elite SEC pass rushers during his time at Alabama. However, if ei-
ther Aiden Hutchison (defensive end from Michigan) or Kayvon Thibodeaux (defensive end from Oregon) fall to 
the fifth pick the Giants will definitely scoop them up. They were both top pass rushers in the nation last year and 
are predicted to go in the top five picks during the first round. Overall, for the Giants it's a big draft as with picks 
five and seven, the Giants could collect two key pieces and take big steps forward towards competing for the Su-
per bowl.  
 
New York Jets 
 The Jets, just like the Giants, are coming off of a disappointing season going 4-13 landing them the fourth 
overall pick and the tenth overall pick that they got from Seattle in a trade. The Jets might look towards offensive 
line prospect Ikem Ekwonu from North Carolina State. With second year quarterback, Zach Wilson, looking to be 
their quarterback of the future the Jets need to get an offensive line as theirs was one of the weakest in the 
league. Ekwonu would solidify the tackle position as he is a dominant run blocker and a steady pass protector. 
The Jets could also look to snag wide receiver, Garrett Wilson, from Ohio State who had 1,058 yards and 12 
touchdowns on 70 receptions. Wilson could be a future number one receiver who could dominate opposing cor-
nerbacks and be a reliable target for Zach Wilson. For their tenth overall pick the Jets could go help their defense 
with either Ahmad Gardner (cornerback from Cincinnati) or Jermaine Johnson the second (defensive end from 
Florida State). Gardner played over 1,100 snaps at Cincinnati and never gave up a touchdown. He dominated op-
posing receivers and has the tools to become a high end lockdown cornerback for years in the NFL. Johnson had 
a great year blitzing off the edge collecting 12 sacks, 34 tackles, and 2 forced fumbles. Overall, this draft will 
affect the Jets for years as they could collect major key pieces that could potentially turn their team into a Super 
Bowl contender.  
 
Philadelphia Eagles  
 The Eagles are in a good situation this year. Coming off of a decent year where they went 9-8, they have 
the 15th, 16th, and 19th picks in the first round. With their mid round picks the Eagles could look to solidify their 
offensive line and defense. Keynon Green, a center/guard out of Texas A&M looks like a solid option for the Ea-
gles as he could develop under Jason Kelce for a year or two before emerging as a starter. On the other side of 
the ball linebacker, Devin Lloyd, from Utah and cornerback, Trent Mcduffie, from Washington both look like solid 
prospects. There are also talks of the Eagles drafting another first round wide receiver, Jameson Williams, a wide 
receiver from Alabama. Williams looks amazing catching 79 passes for 1,572 yards and 15 touchdowns. The only 
downside is that Williams recently tore his ACL which will limit his impact on the field in his first year, but if he 
manages to get healthy he can be a top wide receiver that would go great with Devonta Smith. Overall, this could 
be a key draft for the Eagles as the players they get could help them become a bigger and better playoff team.  
 
Bryce Watts 
 A shout out to Bryce Watts who graduated from Toms River North in 2017 and is a cornerback in this 
year's draft! Bryce has played for Virginia Tech, North Carolina, and The University of Massachusetts. He had 26 
tackles, 1 interception, and 4 passes defended this year. Overall, he looks to be a late round pick with possible 
upside to become a cornerback in the NFL. Whatever Bryce does its great to see a fellow Toms River North Mari-
ner succeeding on the gridiron.  
 

NFL 2022 Draft Preview  
By: Brendan Fiaschetti  
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 The 94th Academy Awards were on March 27th and here’s every-
thing you missed (suggesting you have already seen the Will Smith slap, 
of course). The night started off pleasantly with the hosts, Amy Schumer, 
Wanda Sykes, and Regina Hall, proving that the Oscars should never be 
without comedians. DJ Khaled made an appearance in their mono-
logues…for some reason. Various awards were given out off camera, but 
the first award on screen was given to Ariana DeBose for Best Supporting 
Actress in the film West Side Story, which was the only award the film 
won out of its 7 nominations. DeBose made history by becoming the first 
openly queer woman of color to win in that category. The film Dune won 
big, taking home 6 out of 10 possible Oscars, one of which was given to 
Hans Zimmer (off-camera) for Best Original Score, who woke up to the 
news after his daughter informed he had won.  Not to mention, Dune had 
the most Oscar nominations in some of the biggest categories, excluding 
Best Director, which doesn’t make any sense when you think about it. The 
night continued on with more quips by Amy Schumer and borderline har-
assment by Regina Hall. Then, history was made once again when the 
first deaf actor, Troy Kotsur, was given the Oscar for Best Supporting Ac-

tor for his work in the film CODA. He was presented with the award by the Oscar winner Youn Yuh-
jung, who also made history at last year’s Academy Awards.  
 
 The next award was given to Ryusuke Hamaguchi for Best International Feature for the film 
Drive My Car, who hilariously told the play-off music to wait, when he wasn’t finished giving his 
speech, a problem the Academy has faced in the past. Wanda Sykes took a tour throughout the Acad-
emy Museum of Motion Pictures, The Long Goodbye won for Best Live Action Short, and Kenneth 
Branagh won Best Original Screenplay for his film Belfast. Siân Heder took home the Best Adapted 
Screenplay award for CODA, the first solo woman to do so since 1995 for Emma Thompson’s Sense 
and Sensibility. Then, the song “We Don’t Talk About Bruno” from the film Encanto was performed 
live with a surprise appearance from Megan Thee Stallion.  
 
 Following that, the moment you’ve all heard about, Chris Rock appeared, made a few jokes, 
one containing a joke about Will Smith’s wife, which prompted him to get up and slap Chris Rock in 
the face and heckle him even after he had sat back down. Rock kept on like a professional, presenting 

the award for Best Documentary Feature to Questlove 
for his film Summer of Soul (...Or, When the Revolution 
Could Not Be Televised). Then, Billie Eilish and Finneas 
O’Connell won for Best Original Song in the James 
Bond film, No Time to Die. Great. Then, the “In Memo-
riam” section of the show came, which paid tribute to 
the people in filmmaking that have passed away this 
year, including the legendary Betty White, Charles Gro-
din, and Sidney Poitier. Jane Campion became the third 
woman in Academy history to win Best Director, for her 
film The Power of the Dog. Jessica Chastain was pre-
sented with the Best Actress award by Sir Anthony Hop-
kins for her work in The Eyes of Tammy Faye, in which 

she gave a beautiful and powerful speech, showing her support and love for the LGBTQ+ community. 
Then, minutes after slapping and heckling a man, Will Smith won Best Actor for his role in King 
Richard, where he then claimed that he was put on this Earth to protect, which is kind of ironic 
considering he could have been charged with assault minutes earlier. Lady Gaga, and a rare public 
appearance by Liza Minelli, ended the night by giving CODA its third Oscar, sealing away the Best 
Picture win. Overall, the Oscars weren’t all too bad, if you exclude the slap and borderline harass-
ment. It made history and took a huge step towards a more diverse future in filmmaking.  

By: Emilyse Marra  
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 When an individual is asked what is on their bucket list or what they 
hope to accomplish before they die, a substantial percentage of them write 

skydiving on the top of that list. The difference be-
tween writing about it versus actually doing it is what 
divides the two. Skydiving is more than just falling 
fourteen thousand feet and traveling 160 miles per 
hour, relying on a parachute to save you. Skydiving 
involves getting into a healthy mental state, as much 
as accomplishing the goals you set for yourself. Over-
coming your fears and stepping out of your comfort 
zone helps you set a new outlook for yourself that you 
can do anything if you put your mind to it.  
 

This past summer I was asked to skydive with three of my brothers. My brothers and I all had 
completely different reactions and ways we prepared for this thrilling experience. Such as I didn't 
think about jumping out of the plane till seconds before they opened the door and below I couldn’t 
even see the ground. My brothers, on the other hand, watched videos on YouTube for a month on 
the proper way to jump and the overall feeling it gives you.  
 
 Now you may be asking yourself, “Where did you skydive in New Jersey?”. Sky Dive East 
Coast is located in West Creek, NJ at the Eagles Nest Airport. Visit the Sky Dive East Coast web-
site, https://skydiveeastcoast.com/  to get all your questions answered and decide if this is for you 
as well. The general jump cost is $195 but there are additional costs if you would like pictures and 
a video to be taken. 

  Skydiving provided me with an experience of a lifetime that changed my outlook on life. 
Having confidence in yourself is the key part of having a positive view of life. Once I was looking 
over the clouds I immediately regretted my decision and the fear rushed through my body but that 
fear soon lifted and turned to joy. It is reported that everyone smiles during freefall because the 
fear is left behind and you find a moment of mindfulness. Being fully present in what is happening 
and having no other thoughts running through your head is the best feeling. There is nothing but 
silence around you as you go through the clouds. A silence that has never been heard before and 
something one can only describe as calming. Moreover, I went into skydiving with no expectations 
or idea of what was going to take place and I would one-hundred percent recommend this for both 
your mental and emotional health.  
 

By: Maura Krobatsch 

(Pictures taken by Maura Krobatsch 
and Skydive East Coast) 

https://skydiveeastcoast.com/
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 Six Flags Great Adventure is still offering annual 
passes and has reintroduced their drive thru Wild Safari. 
If you are looking for more Spring break activities, Great 
Adventure has moderate prices for a maximum thrill ex-
perience. According to their website, https://
www.sixflags.com/greatadventure. The hours during 
spring break week (April 15-24) are from 11am-7pm and 
the Wild Safari is from 9am-4pm. Six Flags will NOT be 
requiring face coverings in the park as per current CDC 
guidelines. -Grace Keller  

 

Ticket Prices 

One Day Admission 
 ~As low as $39.99 (depending on the date) for the park 
 ~As low as $9.99 for Safari.  
 ~Season Passes  
2022 Thrill Seeker Pass  $89.99 
 ~Includes admission to Hurricane Harbor and Wild Safari  
 ~Blackout dates 
 ~General Parking  
2022 Extreme Pass $159.99 
 ~Includes admission to Hurricane Harbor and Wild Safari  
 ~No blackout dates 
 ~Discounts on food and merchandise 
 ~General Parking 
2022 Ultimate Pass $299.99  
 ~Includes admission to Hurricane Harbor and Wild Safari  
 ~No Blackout dates  
 ~Discounts on food and merchandise 
 ~10 Meal Dining Plan 
 ~Preferred Parking  
 ~Discount on Flash Pass 

 
*Prices posted on website as of March 2022*  

https://www.sixflags.com/greatadventure
https://www.sixflags.com/greatadventure


 14 

 New York City holds countless things to do as it is a destination people all across 
the world come to experience. This can lead to it being a little overwhelming trying to find the perfect spot and 
plan the perfect day. The good news is I’ve done the dirty work of searching and planning all for you. After 
all, spring break is meant to be stress free, isn’t it? 

Museums 

Museums get a bad rep. Quiet and boring right? Wrong. You have your NYC museum classics like the MET 
and The American Natural History Museum. Other well known gems include the Frick Museum and the Muse-
um of Modern Art. However, if you’re looking for a more unique experience there is the Guggenheim Muse-
um in the upper east side and the Museum of Illusions if you feel like escaping the restraints of reality for an 
hour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parks 

It can be tiring spending your day in a nonstop concrete jungle. People pass you in such a hurry, cars honk, 
sirens blare, and sometimes you just need to get away from it all. The parks in New York City are a fantastic 
way to escape it all for a little bit while still being engulfed by the city that never sleeps. If you find yourself in 
Uptown Manhattan you’ll be closest to the most notable Central Park. However, if you’re in Downtown you 
get to visit the beautiful little section of the city, Washington Square, in of course, Washington Square Park. 
Lastly, if you become a Brooklyn dweller for the day you can find yourself exploring Highland Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Fun Stuff 

New York has something for everyone. If you’re craving a spooky night get a candlelit tour of the Catacombs 
behind the scenes of St. Patrick’s Cathedral and learn about all the history of the church. However, if you’re 
looking for a more lit up night take a nighttime boat tour of Manhattan and view the skyline in all its glory. If 
you don’t want to be in the city too late there’s countless tours available during the day. If you want a deep di-
ve into the Earth visit the new exhibit Arcadia Earth and view underwater and fantasy scenes. Lastly, for a 
straightforward high rise view of the city visit the One World Observatory. However, if you want a more im-
mersive experience you can try the Summit One Observatory. There’s nothing more incredible than a whole 
view of the city to round off your spring break trip.  

 

By: Norah Loftus  

https://

www.nytimes.com/2019/10/10/arts/

design/moma-rehang-review-art.html  

 https://www.timeout.com/
newyork/things-to-do/washington-
square-park-tree-lighting 

 https://sail-nyc.com/browse-by-

theme/city-lights-sailscruises/  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/10/arts/design/moma-rehang-review-art.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/10/arts/design/moma-rehang-review-art.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/10/arts/design/moma-rehang-review-art.html
https://www.timeout.com/newyork/things-to-do/washington-square-park-tree-lighting
https://www.timeout.com/newyork/things-to-do/washington-square-park-tree-lighting
https://www.timeout.com/newyork/things-to-do/washington-square-park-tree-lighting
https://sail-nyc.com/browse-by-theme/city-lights-sailscruises/
https://sail-nyc.com/browse-by-theme/city-lights-sailscruises/
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 In today’s world with social media, fashion trends are always changing. One week it’s on-
trend to wear only high rise pants but next week if you’re not in 
the lowest rise of jeans you are seen as unfashionable or outdated. 
Young people today are spending all their money on the latest 
fashion at the cheapest price because after two wears it’s so last 
season. Brands like Shein and Forever 21 are thriving off this fast 
fashion movement due to their low cost and constantly changing 
websites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 But what happens when a clothing item is seen as untrendy and outdated? Well, the con-
sumer throws it away because it is seen as useless. On top of that most brands aren’t producing 
good quality items so the likelihood of those jeans from Shein lasting in the wash is slim to none. 
This way of overproducing one trend just to go to waste the next week is having a large negative 
impact on the environment. The fashion industry is taking up many resources to meet the de-
mands of its consumers. Landfills are filled to the brim with perfectly good clothing.  
 
 There is something that prevents all of this. And that is putting an end to Fast Fashion. 
Shopping only good quality items that will last a lifetime, finding the perfect looks at second-hand 
stores. And once an item no longer fits one’s needs, donate them to local charities so they can 
have another life. These changes can help the environment and even the consumers’ pockets. -
Kiley Madigan  
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 As the temperature outside warms up, flowers start to 
bloom and animals awake from hibernation, bees are beginning 
to emerge and prepare for the long season ahead of them. As it 
is, one bee will only produce about a twelfth of a teaspoon of 
honey during their lifetime, so it takes an unfathomable amount 
of bees to make the millions pounds of honey the U.S. sells each 
year. When taken into account that most worker bees only live 
for a month, or that bees don’t work when it is raining outside, 
it is incredible to think about all they are able to achieve in only 
a few months. 
 There are three different types of bees in a hive that play 
essential roles for the colony and the environment. Queen bees 
are the most valuable kind of bee, as they are responsible for laying the thousands of eggs per day 
that will eventually be the next generation of bees in the colony. Queen bees are chosen when they 
are young by the hive and are fed a special type of nutrient which develops their ovaries and makes 
them fertile. All the other bees know that the queen is the most important one among them for the 
colony and will swarm around her in dangerous situations to protect her. However, worker bees are 
known to kill their queens if her offspring are lazy or not as efficient. Typically, if a queen has been 
missing from a hive for about an hour and her scent has disappeared, the bees will select a baby bee 
to become the new queen.  

Another type of bee is a worker honey bee, and they are tasked with pollinating plants, collect-
ing nectar, making honey, tending to the queen and defending the hive. Surprisingly, all of the work-
er bees are female and make up the majority of the colony. Worker honey bees begin their day by fly-
ing to large areas of flowers and plants, which can usually be miles away from the hive. Traveling 
from flower to flower, the bees use their mouths like a straw to suck up the nectar from a plant. They 
hold onto it and will visit up to a hundred plants in just one trip. As they fly from plant to plant, pol-
len will stick to their body and transfer from one flower to another, which is essential for the pollina-
tion process and production of seeds. When a worker bee returns to the hive, they deposit the nectar 
in hexagon shaped wax cells. Younger worker bees that are not ready to leave the hive tend to the 
nectar by shaking their wings over it which dries the nectar and gives it a thicker consistency that 
will turn into honey.  

The third type of bee is a drone, which consists of all male honey bees. Their main goal in the 
colony is to mate with the queen so that she can reproduce. Due to the simplicity of their job, drones 
usually die shortly after mating because they have no other purpose. Drone bees are the offspring of 
worker bees and therefore serve very little purpose other than to fertilize the queen. 

While there is a negative stigma around bees because of their pesky behavior and tendency to 
sting people viewed as threats, they are essential for the environment and life would not be able to 
exist without them. Einstein once said that life could not be sustained for longer than four years 
without bees, when in reality, the estimated time is probably much shorter. Without bees, the polli-
nation process would stop and the whole food chain would end. These tiny creatures do so much for 
us, so the least we can do is appreciate their beautiful work! 

https://www.barkmanhoney.com/bees/how-bees-make-honey/  

By: Valentina  Prior  

https://www.barkmanhoney.com/bees/how-bees-make-honey/

