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The Field of Dreams at Toms River was officially opened on April 
30th, after over a year of construction. This inclusive complex is de-
signed with physical and mental disabilities in mind. The Kane fami-
ly, including co-founder High School North math teacher, Mr. Kane 
and his son, Gavin Kane, were able to bring a dream to reality with 
the contributions of many organizations and individuals.  
 
Q. What was the inspiration behind the Field of Dreams? 
 
The inspiration was my son, Gavin.  He suffered a traumatic brain 

injury in a car crash on July 12, 2012 by the side entrance of Toms River North High School. 
 
Q. What types of disabilities were considered for the complex? 
 
All. Blind, deaf, autistic, disabled, you name it…we have you covered! 
 
Q. How is Gavin doing? Did he have any say in the design of the complex? 
 
Gavin is 11 years old and a 4th grader at Silver Bay Elementary School in Toms River.  Gavin had 
input on all the fun stuff: the mound, zip-line and miniature golf course. 
 
Q. Who contributed the most to the project? 
 
Financially, RWJ Barnabas Health. 
Physically, my board of Directors for the Toms River Field of Dreams Foundation. 
 
Q. Did you have to change anything from your original plans? 
 
Almost everything….This project changed as we were building because we wanted to make sure it 
was done correctly. 
 

Q. What plans do you have for expansion of 
the Field of Dreams? 
 
Possibly building more complexes similar to this in 
New Jersey. 
 
Q. Is there anything else you would like to 
add? 
Please spread the word about our project, 
www.rwjbhfieldofdreams.com 
                                                            - Jervin Sevilla 

May 2022 

  Field of Dreams Grand Opening 
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North Alumnus Pitches  
for Yankees 

 
Ron Marinaccio, who graduated from High School North in 2013,  
is a relief pitcher for the New York Yankees. Ron made his MLB 

debut April 9th when he pitched a scoreless inning with one walk and two strikeouts. Ron grew up 
a Yankees fan and said this about his debut, “It's as special of a moment as I could have come into 
and it's Yankees-Red Sox, so I'm glad to have killed two birds with one stone and get that out of the 
way.” Born and raised in Toms River Ron always had dreams of playing major league baseball. Af-
ter high school Ron continued his career at The University of Delaware where he was selected 
number 572, in the 19th round of the 2017 MLB draft. Overall, we all wish the best for Ron as he 
represents Toms River North and continues his MLB career for years to come. -Brendan Fiaschetti 
 

https://www.northjersey.com/story/sports/mlb/yankees/2022/04/09/ny-yankees-ron-marinaccio-high-school-mlb-
debut/9528232002/ 
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My parents made the big decision to come to the United States back in 1998 and it was one of the 
hardest decisions they ever had to make. They were leaving what they knew as their home since they were 
born. My parents were leaving their parents, grandparents, siblings and more, all behind. They had made this 
decision because they wanted my siblings and I to be able to have a better life and more opportunities than 
they had growing up, even if that meant leaving all they knew behind.  

 
First generation students are those who are high school and college graduates who have completed at 

least a bachelors degree but do not have a parent who attended college or even graduated from high 
school. The term second generation is used for the students who have parents that have earned at least one 
degree. I will be the second one of all my oldest siblings to have graduated from high school. 

 
In my family being able to graduate from middle school and high school is one of the best things possi-

ble. It provides so much happiness for my parents. They feel like they had made the right decision when they 
see one of their kids cross that stage and get their high school diploma. My parents didn’t get the chance to 
graduate high school, they didn’t even get to attend middle school when they lived in Mexico. This was be-
cause at the time it was more important to work than go to school. The education they had in Mexico wasn’t 
that great either. That is also why they made the decision to come to the United States. They wanted to make 
sure that we received a good education and that we would go off to college and make something of ourselves. 
Every good grade that I earn is not just for me but for my parents. Every award that I have earned through 
middle school and high school is not just mine but my parents. Everything I do when it comes down to my 
education is all for my parents. I'm taking this opportunity that they gave me when moving here to use it for 
good and to do great things. 

 
There are many different challenges that first generation students have to face when growing up in a 

family who have never graduated from high school nor went to college. The first thing would be a lack of guid-
ance. Also, there is a lot of confusion concerning the college process. Neither my parents or older siblings 
have attended college so I could never really go to them and ask them certain questions because they wouldn't 
know the answer. This has made me be way more independent and I had to learn about all these different 
things on my own. When I ask my parents about college all I really get is to, just apply and go to college, and 
that's it. But I don't think they realize that it’s so much more. I don't even think my parents realize that we 
students have to be accepted to a college first before attending.  

 
I remember going to school everyday and I would make sure to ask so many questions. I had felt like 

such an annoying little nerd because of all the questions I would ask. I would stay after school or have to write 
so many notes because I knew when I went home I wouldn’t have any sort of help because my parents would 
have no idea what I was talking about or learning in school. I remember even having to learn what my young-
er brothers were learning in school and emailing their teachers to ask questions because I knew that if they 
ever needed help they could come to me because I knew what it felt like to go home and have no one to ask for 
help. At times it would really become stressful to the point where I felt like I never had time to just stop and 
breath for a second and relax. I also felt forced to grow up fast and then that resulted in not really having a 
childhood. 

 
Many first generation students feel a lot of guilt. They feel horrible at times having to leave their par-

ents and even siblings behind. We sometimes feel upset at the fact that our family around us never got to 
graduate high school and go off to college. Sometimes the first generation tend to feel shame. Some people 
may say that they feel like imposters on a college campus. Some first generation students feel like this because 
we feel like we won’t fit in due to the fact that our parents, grandparents and siblings don't have the history of 
attending college. Sometimes we maybe feel like we are being rejected and not wanted. We fear that we may 
not succeed. I think it’s important for us first generation students to realize that it’s okay to take risks and that 
just because our parents didn’t attend college doesn't mean that we won’t be successful.  

 
For students who are also first generation, please take a second to see how amazing you are. Take a 

deep breath and look at the strong and hard working person you have  created these past years. I understand 
how stressful, overwhelmed and confused you feel and at some point you even started questioning your po-
tential but you’re doing amazing and I already know that you’re going to continue to make not just yourself, 
but your family proud. And I want you to know that is okay to take risks and all these opportunities. Be proud 
of yourself and enjoy the last couple of months or years you have left of high school. I hope that a lot of suc-
cess comes your way. - Maribel Serrano-Gil 
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DRUM MAJOR AND FIELD ASSISTANT CANDIDATES: 
 Michael Becker, Sophomore, Alto Sax 

 Brielle Bell, Sophomore, Alto Sax  
 Isabella Disano, Sophomore, Flute & Piccolo 

 Zachary Disano, Sophomore, Flute & French 
Horn 
 Brianna McGrath, Sophomore, Flute 

 Rebecca Peirson, Sophomore, French Horn & 
Mellophone 

 Rachel Grudus, Junior, Trombone 
 Wyatt Salberg, Junior, Trumpet 
 
 
SECTION LEADER CANDIDATES: 
 Alexis Pielli, Sophomore, Flute & Oboe, Flute 
Section Leader 
 Anna Chen, Junior, Flute, Flute Section Leader 

 Olivia Morgan, Junior, Clarinet, Clarinet Sec-
tion Leader 

 Michael Ryan, Freshman, Tenor Sax, Sax Sec-
tion Leader 
 Maggie Eidel, Freshman, French Horn, High 
Brass Section Leader 
 Julia Panico, Freshman, Trumpet, High Brass 
Section Leader 
 Rei Santos, Freshman, Trumpet, High Brass 
Section Leader 

 James Warren, Freshman, Trumpet, High 
Brass Section Leader 
 Ben Elias, Freshman, Bari Sax & Tuba, Low 
Brass Section Leader 

 Lucas Maciel, Freshman, Bari Sax, Low Brass 
Section Leader 
 Laci Irslinger, Sophomore, Flute & Baritone, 
Low Brass Section Leader 
 Connor Kromer, Sophomore, Drumline, Drum 
Captain 
 Matthew Veneziano, Junior, Drumline, Drum 
Captain 
 Alan Dudek, Sophomore, Mallets, Pit Section 
Leader 
 Paul Duarte, Junior, Mallets, Pit Section Lead-
er 
 Nina Debellis, Freshman, Flags, Color Guard 
Section Leader 

 Kiera McLaughlin, Freshman, Flags, Color 
Guard Section Leader 
 Kaylie Lapp, Freshman, Flags, Color Guard 
Section Leader 
 Kylo Morgan, Freshman, Flags, Color Guard 
Section Leader 
 Vylad Sain, Freshman, Flags, Color Guard Sec-
tion Leader 

 

Toms River North, start your engines! The band is bringing fire to the field for their 2022-2023 marching 
season.  
 The show for the upcoming year is entitled, “TRN 500-Full Throttle,” consisting of music by compos-
er Randall D. Standridge. The show includes 3 parts, or “movements” as they are called in marching band, 
entitled “Rev,” “Idle,” and “Adrenaline Engines.” This fast-paced show will be sure to get your heart racing 
and will surely create a blazing trail of excitement for audiences beginning next September. Before we get 
too ahead of ourselves, the band staff must first select and train a new batch of student leaders to replace 
the seniors who are graduating this year! 
 Throughout the years, a panel of current band staff, alumni, and other music educators attend the 
student leadership audition that is typically held in late May/early June to choose their picks for the new 
drum major, field assistant, and section leaders. All candidates are required to come prepared for an oral 
interview and with knowledge of basic marching technique. The drum major candidates must be prepared 
to conduct the section leaders through “Anchors Aweigh”, the school’s fight song, and call and instruct 
commands along with participating in the oral interview. The prospective student leaders are working hard 
throughout the month of May to prepare for their audition in June. All of the candidates for the 2022-2023 
season are listed below. Who will win the race and lead the band to victory this upcoming season? Stay 
tuned to find out! 

    
By: Paige Cripps 
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            By: Paige Cripps 
“We use words to paint a picture of the world around us, to share thoughts and ideas, to connect to one another,” echoed 
through the football stadium as I marched my first steps onto the field on September 7, 2018. Now, four years later, I am 
constantly thinking back to that quote from my very first show, attempting to find the words to describe the meaning and 
impact it has had on my life. While most will say that they found their best friends in high school, I don’t think many can say 
that they discovered a whole new family. From late night practices, to early morning competitions, everyone in band saw 
both the good and bad sides of one another. We have faced many trials and tribulations together and have always come 
out stronger on the other side.  
  
 Some of the most distinct moments of my four years in the band program were winning State and Regional Cham-
pionships freshman year with our show Words, and State Championships sophomore year with our show A Day at The Zoo. 
After our State Championship performance in our 2019-2020 season, we stood nervously, waiting for awards. When North 
was announced as the first place winners to a whole stadium of our families, our staff, and fellow musicians, we sprinted 
onto the field screaming and crying, so excited to have won on our home turf. Every performance on the Toms River North 
field felt surreal, but winning Championships that year was on a whole different level. Eventually the 2020-2021 season ap-
proached, and the band was still attempting to regroup due to the pandemic that hit in March 2020. It was uncertain if we 
would even have a show for the 2020-2021 season, and many of us feared we would never march again. Luckily, we still 
had a season, with a slightly different approach than we were used to. Our 2020-2021 marching show was called Rebel-
lious, and because of COVID-19, we were required to wear masks and stand stationary on the field for our performances. 
Needless to say that the 2020-2021 marching season was a bit anticlimactic, as we couldn’t compete, or even march for 
that matter. Despite these limitations, we all found ways in which to make the experience fun and rewarding, never failing 
to raise each other’s spirits during tough times. The end of junior year approached, and a glimpse of hope was finally re-
stored. The band staff explained our show concept for our 2021-2022 season as we all waited anxiously behind our phone 
and computer screens. After the Google Meet was over, Mr. Grill called me and asked if I was prepared to play the main 
character of our show. I answered with slight hesitation, wondering if I was truly ready and confident enough to be in front 
of an audience as both the Drum Major and main character of our show, Imaginarium: A Room With A View. 

 
I certainly was not prepared for this season and the trials and tribulations that come along with it. Nor was I pre-

pared for the amount of immense support and love that I received from my fellow bandmates. In the past, everyone pri-
marily stuck to their respective friend groups and merely tolerated the others. This year was different, as all of the upper-
classmen were incredibly eager to get back onto the field and perform. The family we had previously built expanded to wel-
come the new underclassmen, a group of students who are incredibly passionate about music and the marching arts. Eve-
ryone came to rehearsals genuinely excited to get to work preparing an amazing show for our performances in September, 
and the energy was infectious. We all looked out for one another, making sure everyone was prepared with what they 
needed for rehearsals, assisting one another with choreography and music, and giving overall support to those who needed 
it. Never before in the program have I felt the amount of love and support among my bandmates that I felt this year. This 
energy created a strong camaraderie, a bond and force that couldn’t be taken from us even in our darkest moments. I am 
incredibly proud of the band and their perseverance this year, and I thank them for remaining so caring and loving towards 
me and to one another. It is these people that I will miss dearly as I move on, as I don’t think I’ll ever find friendships quite 
like these again in my life.  
  
 The day I have dreaded since freshman year is quickly approaching, a day where the senior class moves on, and I 
already miss marching band. Every day I walk into the band room and I instantly reminisce. The memories pass in black and 
white like they are on a history reel. Although it makes me heartbroken to move on, the knowledge and confidence I have 
gained and the relationships I have formed throughout my last four years in this program are priceless. I would give the 
world to my bandmates and I know that they would do the same for me. I am incredibly grateful to the staff and students 
of the Toms River North Band program for giving me the greatest opportunity to serve them, get to know them, and guide 
them throughout their respective journeys. I would not be half of the person I am without them. I wish all of the departing 
seniors the best of luck in their future endeavors, and thank them for being by my side all these years. As for the under-
classmen, remember to cherish every single moment on the field, in the band room, on the bus rides to games and compe-
titions, and with one another. Stay passionate about the program and keep loving one another fiercely, because you will 
never have another family quite like this one. Please remember that if your words should ever fail, listen. Let the music 
guide you and tell your story.  

Once a Marching Mariner, always a Marching Mariner! 
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 In December of 1993, the UN General Assembly declared that May 3rd should be 
known as World Press Freedom Day. In recent years, we have seen an increased number of hostile ac-
tions against journalists and news broadcasters. As the world adjusts to a new digital age, the press 
must evolve and do their part to uphold their responsibilities of truth.   
 The day’s purpose serves as a reminder to both government officials and journalists alike. Each 
year, there is a Global Conference held by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization). The day of reflection was commemorating the 30th anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Windsock, a document signed in 1991 by an African newspaper dedicated to preserving press 
freedom.  
 This past May 3rd, the Global Conference was held in Uruguay with participants from 86 coun-
tries and the theme was “Journalism Under Digital Siege.” The day serves as a reminder for the gov-
ernment to also honor freedom of the press. These days it’s really easy to get caught up in headlines, 
but it is also important to celebrate all the good things that journalists do in society.  -Grace Keller  
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/worldpressfreedomday 

 
 
 
 

 
According to the EPA, the average American spends about 93% of their lives indoors. This stag-

gering statistic has been proven to be troublesome with the prevalence of numerous health problems 
such as widespread vitamin D deficiency (especially in children), impaired mental wellbeing, and de-
creases in physical fitness. One way to counteract this problem would be to incorporate the use of out-
door classrooms in school. Students spend the majority of their time at school trapped indoors staring 
at screens which is detrimental towards our mental and physical health. This is especially true for 
middle/high school students who eat lunch inside and are not given a recess. Being inside for 6 ½ 
hours each day for 5 days a week is draining for students and suppresses sociability and creativity. 

 

  The benefits of outdoor education are limitless. Exposure to nature is one of the most power-
ful regulators of immune function, provides much needed sources of vitamin D, and encourages physi-
cal and mental health. Being outdoors also has been proven to increase endorphins which can result in 
positive learning environments which can improve students academic performance and social interac-
tions. Outdoor classrooms in general produce positive feelings and memories towards the school as 
well as the outdoors. However, there are some obstacles to overcome when implementing outdoor 
classrooms into education. Worries about interference with time, location, and availability of technol-
ogy are the main challenges when it comes to outdoor classrooms. Luckily, TR North has excellent lo-
cations around campus with picnic tables that could support medium sized classes and the wifi does 
work outside.  While outdoor learning may not be the best fit for every teacher, it is certainly worth a 
try to get students outside during class at least once or twice a week, especially as the school year 
winds down and course material lightens.  -Katie Marra   

Dr. Seiverd’s Advanced Placement Envi-

ronmental Science students making use 

of North’s outdoor classroom 

https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/worldpressfreedomday
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                                                                                         By: Katie Marra 
As the weather gets warmer and we are finally feeling the full effects of spring, gardening 

season is now upon us. As with everything, the plants you choose make a huge impact on the envi-
ronment. Unfortunately, convenience isn’t always the way to go as most of the plants you will find 
in local stores such as Lowes and Home Depot are not native to the area and can prove harmful to 
our ecosystem if planted. Nonnative plants are plants that have been introduced from other re-
gions. Native plants have co-evolved with the wildlife within their ecoregion over thousands of 
years, forming symbiotic relationships with the life around them and they ultimately depend on 
each other for survival. Pollinators rely on them for nectar, birds consume their seeds, and fruits, 
and they serve as a safe haven to animals raising their young. The issue is that consumers generally 
purchase what they feel looks good or is readily available and the majority of these plants marketed 
for landscaping in stores are nonnative. Common examples that you may find in your backyard in-
clude Japanese maple and cherry blossom trees, bamboo, and English ivy. These species can imbal-
ance the entire ecosystem because increased populations of nonnative plants reduce the popula-
tions of native plants which will hurt the species that depend on those plants. This disastrous ripple 
effect can be avoided if we make an effort to plant native this spring.  

 
Choosing native plants is important because they produce nectar for our pollinators, prevent 

soil erosion, and provide shelter for mammals that play a crucial role in supporting ecosystems. 
Plants such as milkweed provide a necessary nectar stop for monarch butterflies on their migratory 
route along the east coast down to Mexico. Examples of native plants include bee balm, milkweed, 
garden phlox, and coneflowers. The central problem with the lack of native plants in our backyards 
is their absence in local nurseries. This is a systemic issue that plagues New Jersey and occurs due 
to a shortage of demand for native plants. However, the demand is gradually rising and we must 
contribute by rejecting the foreign offerings at hardware stores and supporting native species. 
Though there is a very limited selection of native plants that are available to be bought in person, 
there are excellent online services where seeds and sprouts can be ordered at Selectseeds.com, prai-
rienursurey.com, and Joyfulbutterfly.com. By opting for these sources this year, we can help draw 
the attention of local nurseries to the increasing demand, protect our local wildlife, and support a 
native plant revolution! 
 

 
 
 
 

   
   
   
       
       
             Bee balm at selectseeds.com 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
        

      Milkweed at prairienursery.com  
                                                                                                                          
           Coneflowers at Joyfulbutterfly.com 
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Baseball Update  

By:Brendan Fiaschetti  

 
 
New York Yankees 

The Yankees are off to a hot start going 20-8 since the start of the season and 
are sitting in first place of the American League east division! Aaron Judge 
and DJ LeMahieu are both off to fast starts hitting over .280. Judge also has 
9 home runs and 19 RBI’s. On the pitching side of things, Nester Cortez is 

having an amazing start to the season starting 6 games and holding an amazing 1.41 ERA! 
Along with Cortez, Gerrit Cole has settled in after a few rocky games, he has a 2.67 ERA after 
6 starts. Luis Severino made his pitching return this season after being out for a couple of sea-
sons because of Tommy John surgery. So far Severino has pitched okay holding a 3.75 ERA 
after 5 starts. Overall the Yankees are off to an amazing start and look to keep being consistent 
and eventually make a World Series run.  
 

New York Mets  
The Mets just like the Yankees are on fire starting the season with a 20-10 
record and sitting in first place in the National League east division! Pete 
Alonso started the season right hitting .276 with 7 home runs and 26 RBI’s. 
Francisco Lindor has cooled off, currently sitting at a .239 average with 5 
home runs and 18 RBI’s. On the other side of the ball the Mets pitchers have 
been great. Max Scherzer has pitched well sitting at 4-1 with a 2.92 ERA 

with 49 strikeouts. Chris Bassit and Tylor Megill have also been solid, holding 2.45 and 2.43 
ERA’s respectively through 6 starts. Overall if the Mets pitching keeps dealing like it has been 
they look poised for a great season where they can make a World Series run.  
 

Philadelphia Phillies  
Unlike the previous two teams, the Phillies are off to a rough start. Currently 
they sit in 4th place in the National League East at 13-16. Hitting wise the 
Phillies have been okay, Kyle Schwarber and Bryce Harper both showing 
off their power with 7 and 6 home runs each. New addition Nick Castellanos 
has been great at the plate hitting .311 with 4 home runs. Alec Bohm is also 
hitting .317. For the pitchers, they are struggling as Zack Wheeler, Ranger 

Suarez, and Zach Eflin all have ERA’s over 3.50. However, Kyle Gibson is pitching well win-
ning 3 out of his 6 starts and holding a solid 2.94 ERA. Overall the Phillies are struggling 
which puts them 6.5 games behind the first place Mets.   
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 The long-awaited Champions League Final is just weeks away after two exciting semi-final 
matches.  Jurgen Klopp's Reds fought their way to victory against Villareal. After a shocking second 
leg where Villareal nearly came back, Liverpool held on and went on to win the match 3-2. During 
the same night in Madrid, Carlo Ancelotti's "Madridistas" produced another unforgettable perfor-
mance. Real Madrid played Manchester City, arguably one of the best teams in football at the mo-
ment. After a thrilling first leg at Manchester City took the win, resulting as 4-3. The footballing 
world knew how exciting the second leg was going to be. Real Madrid is a difficult team to beat espe-
cially in one of the most hostile atmospheres in football, the Santiago Bernabeu. Madrid needed to 
pull off a comeback going into this match to advance and after a season full of incredible comebacks, 
Manchester City was on their heels. The first half of the game was scoreless however after the second 
half started, Algerian winger Riyad Mahrez put Manchester City up 1-0.This goal crushed the hearts 
of Madrid fans as you could see the facial expressions after conceding. Manchester City 's dreams of 
reaching the final were just moments away from coming true.  With just a few minutes left to play, 
Madrid needed two goals to take the match into overtime and three to win the game. The impossible 
became reality after two goals were scored by substitute Rodrygo in extra time. Towards the end of 
overtime, Karim Benzema drew a penalty after a crunching tackle from Aymeric Laporte. This call 
was very controversial considering the circumstances of the match. From a referee standpoint, it’s 
extremely difficult to decide whether the outcome of a game should be determined by a penal-
ty. Karim Benzema went on to tuck the penalty away giving Madrid the win and their ticket to the 
Champions League Final.  

 The Champions League Final will be Liverpool against Real Madrid. The match will be played 
on May 28 in France at 3:00 pm. Back in 2018, we saw the same matchup in the final, however Real 
Madrid won completing a historic three-peat under Zinedine Zidane. The biggest stage in world foot-
ball has been set yet again. With Premier League powerhouse Liverpool and La Liga powerhouse Re-
al Madrid facing each other, the viewers are promised a spectacle. In a few weeks, 90 minutes will 
determine who is crowned the kings of Europe and best team in European football.  -Jared Brown  
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Here in Toms River, we are an ever growing population living in a suburban area not built for all of us. 
Most residents are against the idea of TR welcoming city-like infrastructure and wish to avoid the high 
rise building craze at all costs. However, the fear of becoming a city could be holding Toms River back 
from becoming more community driven and environmentally friendly.  

A common complaint about building apartment complexes is that we are tearing down trees to do 
so. However, if TR continues to grow in population and we don’t provide more housing, where will peo-
ple live? If we don’t mass unit housing such as apartment complexes, we will have to build more houses 
and pave more roads. This takes up more energy and the paving of roads will release more carbon into 
the atmosphere via the pavement. This release of greenhouse gasses contributes to the long battle 
against climate change. The more complexes that are built the less roads have to be paved and there’s 
less area being taken up by houses, which is better for the environment. 

But it isn’t just climate change that is affected by mass unit housing, it affects our lower class resi-
dents in positive ways as well. It could even grow the economy and community. It isn’t unheard of for 
those who are less fortunate to not own a car. Living in TR without a car makes most tasks impossible. 
This is due to the far distance of things such as laundromats and grocery stores, lack of adequate public 
transportation, and unsafe highways with stores but few sidewalks. If an apartment complex was built 
with these essential needs in downtown stores, simply getting milk from the store won’t be a possible 
life threatening situation. With extra room in storefronts there could be small businesses and restau-
rants boosting the economy. With a leisure and hangout area out front more people will meet and be en-
couraged to participate in and take care of their community. It could even serve as a destination for 
tourists during our tourism months. Mass unit housing could help aid in many problems TR and cities 
and towns across the country endure. 

So before the outcry really takes lead in the apartment complex planned downtown it is im-
portant to remember the pros of mass unit housing before your own personal issues with it. Yes, it will 
be 10 stories tall but it won’t stand out too much against the other downtown tall buildings. We tend to 
put our own desires above others' needs when it involves change we may not be ready for. This can also 
be seen with the new veteran’s clinic being built on Hooper Ave. Many have voiced their complaints 
about the destruction of a few trees, but little know that it is planned to be a veteran’s clinic, an obvious 
good support system in place here for our veterans. We can become so hung up on the thought of 
“Aren’t there enough buildings already?” rather than celebrate the construction of a place for veterans to 
get the help they need right in our own backyard. -Norah Loftus  
 

For more information about the VA Clinic: 

https://www.app.com/story/news/military/veterans/2022/04/06/new-veterans-administration-clinic-planned-toms-
river-ocean-county-nj/9468483002/?utm_source=app-Daily%
20Brief-
ing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_content=1171A
P-E-NLETTER65 

 

For more information about the downtown apartments: 

https://www.app.com/story/news/local/redevelopment/2021/12/17/downtown-redevelopment-
approved-apartment-towers-toms-river-
nj/8909049002/ 

 
 

            Pictured at right is an artist’s rendering of the  
          apartment construction plan for downtown. 
 

https://www.app.com/story/news/military/veterans/2022/04/06/new-veterans-administration-clinic-planned-toms-river-ocean-county-nj/9468483002/?utm_source=app-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_conte
https://www.app.com/story/news/military/veterans/2022/04/06/new-veterans-administration-clinic-planned-toms-river-ocean-county-nj/9468483002/?utm_source=app-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_conte
https://www.app.com/story/news/military/veterans/2022/04/06/new-veterans-administration-clinic-planned-toms-river-ocean-county-nj/9468483002/?utm_source=app-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_conte
https://www.app.com/story/news/military/veterans/2022/04/06/new-veterans-administration-clinic-planned-toms-river-ocean-county-nj/9468483002/?utm_source=app-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_conte
https://www.app.com/story/news/military/veterans/2022/04/06/new-veterans-administration-clinic-planned-toms-river-ocean-county-nj/9468483002/?utm_source=app-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_conte
https://www.app.com/story/news/local/redevelopment/2021/12/17/downtown-redevelopment-approved-apartment-towers-toms-river-nj/8909049002/
https://www.app.com/story/news/local/redevelopment/2021/12/17/downtown-redevelopment-approved-apartment-towers-toms-river-nj/8909049002/
https://www.app.com/story/news/local/redevelopment/2021/12/17/downtown-redevelopment-approved-apartment-towers-toms-river-nj/8909049002/
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 Atychiphobia is defined as “the fear of failure”.  As the school year is coming to an end I start-
ed to think about how this whole time I was stressed out, simply because I was afraid of failing, hav-
ing the feeling I was constantly doing something wrong, and I wasn't doing good enough. Fear is 
something that we all carry with us throughout our lifetime and sometimes it feels almost impossible 
to get rid of. I remember throughout my 3 years of high school I would constantly log into the parent 
portal to make sure my grades only went up just because I was scared of failing and disappointing my 
family. 

 
It got to a point where I would start to lose sleep. All I could worry about was making sure all 

my homework was perfect. I was too scared to mess something up and afraid of being wrong. I would 
spend every waking moment studying for my next test or going over my notes and even writing them 
over and over until I understood everything that had to do with the lesson.  All because I had the big-
gest fear of failing and making any silly mistake. I had to make sure that everything was perfect when 
it came to school. I remember getting my first bad grade on a math test and I felt like my life was fall-
ing apart. I know that sounds so dramatic, but at that time I had felt like the biggest failure.  I had 
studied all night and I felt I wasn't capable. I would go over my notes and just think about where I 
possibly went wrong. After a while, I started to realize that all these mistakes were normal. That I am 
only going to learn from all this and do better next time. I had also learned that getting a bad grade 
here and there doesn't identify you as a person. Just because you got that one bad grade doesn't mean 
you are not smart enough. It just means that you're learning from your mistakes and you will do bet-
ter next time. You have to remember that when getting that one bad grade it doesn't mean that you 
won’t be a successful person when you graduate high school. 

 
Fear also comes with not being able to take certain opportunities. To this day sometimes I’m 

still afraid to take risks, I don't want to have that fear of everything going downhill and not working 
out how I had imagined it. I've realized that this was also keeping me from accomplishing certain 
dreams I had, because I was so afraid to fail along in the process. I had to learn that it was okay to 
fail. It was a part of the process of growing into strong and independent people. I like to believe now 
that the people who never fail haven't actually ever tried at anything. The only way you ever really 
learn from anything is when you have failed at something. I believe this because you would see where 
you went wrong and work on it more and more and sooner or later you will end up at a way better 
spot that you were before. We need to able to take the opportunities presented to us. Just remember 
that sometimes we need to be able to take risks to be able to accomplish goals. 
 

By: Maribel Serrano-Gil 
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 The long awaited Grammy Award show finally aired after being 
postponed on Sunday, April 3. With performances from Silk Sonic, Lil Nas 
X, Olivia Rodrigo, pictured at left, and many more. However, one of the 
wins this night hit close to home for HSN as our very own Mrs. Riccardi 
attended the award show with her husband, Ricky Riccardi, pictured at 
right, who won the category for Best Album Notes. Congratulations! 
 
 The big win of the night most people seem to be talking about is 

Jon Batiste’s We Are and his win for Album of the Year. Depending on what music you listen to and who 
you surround yourself with will depend on the conversations you see being made. Many people have a 
problem with Jon Batiste’s win because he’s a lesser known artist that many haven’t heard of. However, 
We Are, is a fantastic album, that upon first listen you can tell the amount of heart, soul, and attention 
to detail went into making the project. The general consensus is that either Taylor 
Swift’s Evermore or Doja Cat’s Planet Her were more deserving of the win. Taylor 
Swift’s album was more of a sleeper hit, it was loved and adored by fans and critics 
alike, but didn’t get near the amount of buzz that Planet Her did with its major hit after 
hit dominating summer playlists last year. However, We Are is a solid album and Jon 
Batiste is the first black artist to win album of the year since 2008 so, no complaints.  
 
 In the last Grammys article, we talked about “snubbing” - and the Grammys are 
not the Grammys without at least one major snub. This year in the Best Reggae Album 
category the winner was the group, Soja. What’s the problem? Reggae is a cultural gen-
re of music originating in Jamaica and holding value throughout its diaspora. Who 
are Soja? A white reggae group from Arlington, Virginia. In a category about a cul-
tural genre of music with nominees from said culture, the value of the music’s place 
in Jamaican culture should be upheld by honoring Jamaicans with the Grammy. 
 
There weren’t too many other big snubs of the night, however, a problem many 
people have is many categories were shown in the pre-show other than the main show, such as the rap 
awards despite rap being the most popular genre of music. This also feeds into another problem, the fo-
cus of the Grammys being more on performances rather than the awards themselves. With so many per-
formances during the Grammys they become diluted and less special, rather than having only a few grand 
performances.  
 
 All in all, the Grammys don’t change much on a year to year basis, so all the problems you may 
have had with last year’s Grammys were present this year. And all the problems you had this year will be 
present next year. What’s important to keep in mind is that it’s just a fun way to spend your Sunday night, 
discuss Monday, and forget about Tuesday. All in good fun. - Norah Loftus  

  Stranger Things on Netflix is a nostalgic sci-fi show, a beloved yet creepy look back at the 
1980s that may, in some ways, outdo the decade that gave birth to it. The soundtrack is made up of a  
collection of 80s music and instrumental music. There are separate missions for different characters, 
similar to Season 2, but now the beloved characters  are divided even moreso. Despite the fact that 
there are only two seasons, viewers have become very attached to the characters and have been 
moved to tears by some scenes.  
 There are a lot of open questions for season 4. We have a Russian mystery that isn't solved 
even at the end of the season. Especially with Hawkins we were left with a HUGE cliff hanger.  “Eagles 
nest do you copy?” The kids are growing up and the stakes are getting higher. Season 4 vol.1 comes 
out on May 27th, and vol.2 July 1st. See you on the other side! -Lorenza Hanlon  
 

SZA and Doja Cat, little 

do they know the internet 

is about to go berserk for 

SZA’s crutches . 


