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On May 1, 2022, Mr. Citta became Toms River Regional Schools Superinten-

dent. As a Toms River resident, and with 24 years in the district, Mr. Citta has 

many personal connections within the community and it shows in every aspect 

of his leadership. He attended Washington Street Elementary, North Dover 

Elementary, Intermediate West (now North), and graduated from High School 

North in 1993. Following his early academic career, he attended Georgian 

Court University and Kean University. He also brings a unique experience and 

perspective of the school system because he has been a coach, teacher, princi-

pal, and assistant superintendent for Toms River Regional Schools. 

  Between the pandemic and budget cuts, the school district has gone through 

many changes over the past few years. Funding from Covid relief has helped the district remain sus-

tainable, and this upcoming 2022-2023 academic year will see no cuts, just reallocation. Mr. Citta’s 

goal is to “expand student and staff opportunities” and he wants to get back to a “sense of normal” 

within the school community. When asked about the pandemic he shared that the district would, 

“work in the best interest of the student and that comes from the government down.”  

Mr. Citta spoke fondly about winning the 1991 state championship during his junior year of 

high school. He highlighted the bond that was formed between the team and coaches that year, stat-

ing that he “feels like he never left North.” As a student his favorite teacher was Mr. Marty Walsh. As 

a principal his favorite memory was High School South’s class of 2021 Prom in downtown Toms Riv-

er because of how community-oriented it was.  

As a Toms River native, Mr. Citta wants students and staff to know that their dreams have no 

limits and the “school district is here to foster those ideas.” He looks forward to making more con-

nections within the community and putting the kids first.  - Grace Keller 

New Superintendent Named  
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HSN Auditorium Dedicated to Nobel 
Peace Prize Winner and North Alumna 

 
On May 23rd, Maria Ressa once more graced the students of High School with her presence as she 
accepted the dedication of our newly renovated auditorium in her honor. Ressa was joined on the 
stage by Mr.Keller, Board of Education President Jennifer Howe, Superintendent Michael Citta, 
and her best friend, Shelley Bromberg. Each spoke of their personal view of Maria as they empha-
sized that her voice was developed on the stage and it is only fitting for it to be named after her. 
Shelley Bromberg described her as informed, dedicated, and determined. Mr. Keller advised her, 
“continue weathering the storm as the courageous mariner that you are.”  
 
“Social media has given the devil a microphone.” These are the wise words of Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Maria Ressa as repeated by Board of Edu-
cation President, Jennifer Howe. During her visit 
students were given the opportunity to hear her 
speak on a number of topics including the dangers 
of social media, political divide, Covid-19, and cli-
mate change. Ressa opened her speech with a 
quote by Shakespeare from A Midsummer Nights 
Dream, encouraging students to read and insist-
ing that seemingly meaningless literature in high 
school “stays with you for the rest of your life”. She 
then gave insight on social media and how it plays 
into mob mentality and political divide. Ressa de-
scribed our current political situation as a 
“spectator sport into gladiator violence” in which 
we are continually watching one side tear apart the 
other instead of working together to solve worldly issues. She sympathized with the young people 
before her stating, “its existential the problems we face, climate, Covid, and the battle for the truth 
and facts”.  
 

Of course, she did not leave her au-
dience with doom and gloom as 
there is never a problem without 
solutions. Ressa closed with essen-
tial advice for the students in at-
tendance. To answer the question 
“how can we fight this?”, she 
states, “beware the toxic sludge, 
look for meaning, be honest with 
yourself, and aim as high as you 
can”.  
  
 
Pictures provided by Mr. Patten 

By: Katie Marra 
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Toms River High School North’s very own Mr. Raylman will be moving on to the principal 
position at High School South. After 26 years at High School North, 12 years as a teacher, and 14 
years as a vice principal, Mr. Raylman has most definitely had an incredible impact on everyone at 
North. As I walked into his office to conduct our interview, Mr. Raylman’s office was covered in 
pink flamingos. That morning before our interview Mr. Raylman was “flocked”, meaning someone 
covered his office in flamingos leaving no evidence as to who did it. Mr. Raylman was lighthearted 
towards the flocking and this event truly showcases how well liked he is in the building. Through-
out the interview, teachers kept stopping by to speak with Mr. Raylman and every time he was will-
ing to help in any way he could.  

 
My first question for Mr. Raylman was what his favorite memory at North was, his face lit up 

as he began explaining the events at a Student Faculty Softball game. “I was playing left field and 
there was a fly ball. I ran through the fence to catch the ball. Mr. Gold had to come and pick me up, 
we were so excited.” Even with all the funny memories Mr. Raylman made at North, Mr. Raylman 
learned from the students that even when we make mistakes we all have good hearts deep down. 
Which has always given him hope. The next question I asked Mr. Raylman was the weirdest thing 
that happened at North, Mr. Raylman began laughing, “Goat in the school was pretty bad. No the 
squirrel in the cafeteria was the worst.” That’s right, there was a wild squirrel in the cafeteria and 
Mr. Raylman threw a sweatshirt on it and carried it outside by its tail.  

 
Mr. Raylman is always seen around the school on the move, and just like any workplace Mr. 

Raylman must have a work spouse. Someone who is his right-hand man and when I asked who that 
was Mr. Raylman said vice principal, Mr. Madigan, is just that. At the end of the interview I had 
asked Mr. Raylman if he wanted to tell the students anything and he responded, “Always put your 
best foot forward and always tell the truth.” ~ Kiley Madigan 
 

Mr. Madigan begins removing Mr. Raylman’s 

personal effects to make room for the next vice 

principal. Picture provided by Kiley Madigan. 

Pictured at left, Mr. Fazzini, Mrs. 

DeGrandis, Mr. Raylman, Mr. Kel-

ler, and Mr. Madigan. 

Picture provided by Kiley Madigan. 

Anchors Away Mr. Raylman  
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1. The Class of 2022’s valedictorian, Ishan Shah, has an impressive high school resume. Ishan will be 

attending Brown University in the fall and will be majoring in medicine. When asked about his favorite 

high school memory he said, “Finding out I won valedictorian.” - Brendan Fiaschetti 

3. Rutva Shah ranks at number 3 in this year's graduating class. Rutva will be attending Princeton Uni-
versity in the fall where he will be studying computer science. Rutva’s favorite memory is, “Having fun 
parking in the senior parking lot with all my friends.” - Brendan Fiaschetti 

  5. Anthony Mardini will be continuing his academic career at New York University. He will be majoring in 

Business Communications and Finance. When asked what his favorite memory at North was, he said, 

“Being with my friends…Shoutout to my brothers.”  You have worked hard, you deserve to be proud and 

to celebrate.– Lorenza Hanlon 

n3www 

2. Salutatorian, Jena Bhandari, will be attending the University of Southern California with a major in 
Computer Science. Her favorite memory of North was preparing for Battle of the Classes during sopho-
more year. Her advice to the underclassmen is to, “Always try to go out and be involved throughout the 
year.” -Grace Keller 

4. Jordyn Mann is one of our brightest students finishing at number 4 in the class of 2022 rankings. Jordyn 
will be attending Villanova University in the fall where she will be pursuing a degree in biochemistry and 
chemical engineering. Jordyn's favorite memories were attending the football games and the Battle of the 
Classes.– Brendan Fiaschetti 

6. After graduating, Jaime Girtain will be continuing her soccer and academic career at The College of 
NJ. She will be majoring in Mechanical Engineering. One of her favorite memories was when her soc-
cer team won the State Championship this year. Keep up the good work, and best of luck!  - Lorenza 
Hanlon 

7- Sydney Clymore is among the top 10 in her class. She plans to attend Ocean County Community 

College for liberal arts. Her favorite memories at North are, “senior year lunch and gym”. - Norah 

Loftus 

  

8. Ava Orlando will be continuing her education at the University of Florida, where she will be 
studying Biology on a pre-med track. She said one of her favorite memories at North would be 
the senior soccer season. - Maribel Serrano Gil 

9- Congratulations to  Evan Liou who ranks 9th among the top 20 seniors. Evan will be studying 

Bioengineering at Rutgers University in New Brunswick. His favorite memory of North was being 

in Mr. Smith’s class because of,“his dry humor and his bird”. - Katie Marra 

10. Jillian Briggs will be continuing her education at Villanova University this fall. When asked what 
she will be studying while at Villanova she stated, “I am in the M. Louise Fitzpatrick College of Nurs-
ing at Villanova on a Post-Master's Doctor of Nursing Practice and PhD in Nursing track”.– Maribel 
Serrano Gil 



 5 

11. Antonia Raimondo will be attending Elizabethtown College in Lancaster, PA. Her major is unde-
cided, but she has a desire to help others and is leaning towards a career in social work. Antonia’s 
favorite memory is being Co-Editor of Polaris magazine and being able to share that experience 

with her friends. Her advice to the underclassman is, “It’s okay to be scared, but get 
involved to meet new people.” -Grace Keller 

   12. Madelyn Grablauskas will be attending The College of New Jersey and majoring in Biology. She 
wants to become a veterinary surgeon. Her favorite memory of North was gym class senior year. Her 
advice to the underclassman is to, “Get as involved in things that interest you” -Grace Keller  

13. John Claude Yambao has been a shining star here at North for the last 4 years and he is ranked 13th 
in his class. John Claude’s favorite memory during his time here was during the tech week for Pippin. The 
director, Mrs. Little, was yelling at everyone while they were having a dance party to the song “Teeth” 
with Ms. Huey. Even though John Claude is graduating he “still feels like a freshman” and would like the 
underclassmen to know, “Time goes by really quickly” and, “Don’t procrastinate” because John “learned 
that the hard way.” After graduation, John plans on going to NYU and majoring in Nursing and minoring 
in Musical Theater. John Claude would like to thank Mrs. Little and Ms. Huey for the last 4 years and for 
supporting him through everything. ~ Kiley Madigan   

14. Zaccery Tarver will be attending Monmouth University and majoring in Computer Science. His favor-
ite memory at North was being a part of Chess Club. -Grace Keller 

15. Courtney McCann will be attending the University of Connecticut and is majoring in Biology. She 
hopes to have a career in the Environmental Science field. Her favorite memory was the Ocean 

County swimming championships during her freshman year. -Grace Keller  

16. Natalie Barr is attending Ramapo College of New Jersey where she will major in business man-
agement. Natalie said her favorite memories while attending North have been the months of Sep-
tember and October of senior year, winning A South with the field hockey team, and going 
on the Disney trip in March.  - Paige Cripps 

17. Aryan Kumar is another great top 20 student here at Toms River North. Ranking in at 17, Aryan plans 
to attend NYU Stern to pursue a business degree. Aryan’s favorite memory was “Parking in the senior lot 
with all my friends.” - Brendan Fiaschetti (*Yes, both he and Rutva Shah said the same thing.) 

18. Caitlin Beahm will be attending Eastern Michigan University to play Lacrosse and is 
majoring in Nursing. Her career goal is to be a nurse to help people. Her favorite memories are in-
door pep rallies and football games. Her advice to the underclassman is to, “Always do your best, 
and never slack off.”-Grace Keller 

19. Jackie Anderson has made a huge impact during her 4 years here at High 

School North, and it shows. All her hard work paid off, as she is ranked number 19 in the Class of 

2022. After graduation, Jackie plans on going to The College of NJ in the fall where she wants to, 

“make a positive change in the world” and “spread kindness”. Reflecting on her time at North, Jack-

ie’s favorite memories were leading the pep rallies and speaking at freshman orientation. Jackie 

would like the underclassmen to always, “Give hugs and spread smiles”.-Kiley Madigan  

20. After graduating Brandelyn Marra will be continuing her education at the University of Connecti-

cut where she will be majoring in mechanical engineering. Brandi's favorite memory is, “when my 

soccer team won state sectional this year”. We wish you all the best and keep up the good work. - 

Lorenza  Hanlon 
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Congratulations to Jacklyn Benvenuto on being named March’s Senior of the Month. After 

graduation  Jackie plans on going to Nova Southeastern to study biology and pre medicine 

and become a certified scuba diver. Jackie found a passion in helping others and decided 

she wanted to become a nurse or marine biologist when she watched nurses help her mom 

and grandparents during their cancer diagnoses. Over the last 4 years, Jackie also made 

sure to stay involved in school by joining clubs like SADD, Interactive club and Class of 22 

club, along with playing soccer and basketball. Her favorite memories include football 

games, creating new friendships and of course her basketball games. We all wish her good luck in the next chapters of 

her life! - Aaliyah Phillips  

Ryan Baker is also a March Senior of the Month. Ryan plans to attend Villanova University and pur-

sue a career in marketing or business analytics. Ryan doesn't have an exact idea of what he'd like 

to do in the future but he did say, “ All that I want from my career is to love what I do and to help 

as many people as I can''. Ryan participated in the school's basketball and baseball team all four 

years. He participated in many school clubs including TEAM, Captains Crew, Student Council and 

so much more! When asked about his favorite senior memory here at North he said, “My favorite 

thing about my senior year has been the camaraderie that our grade has built. Having spent al-

most one and a half years of high school years socially distant and virtual, it was nice to be able to 

all come back together this year and enjoy our final years here at TRN” - Maribel Serrano 

 

 

 

Courtney McCann was student of the month for April. She will be attending the University of 

Connecticut this fall with a major in Biology. Courtney hopes to go into a career in the Environ-

mental Science field, because she cares about the environment and wants to make a differ-

ence. During her four years at North, she has been a part of the swim team, student council, 

TEAM, and Class of 2022. Her favorite part of senior year was being swim captain and leading 

the team- Grace Keller  

      
Jake Nagle, April Student of the Month, plans on attending Fairleigh Dickinson University 

where he will be playing soccer and studying biology/physical therapy for the next 4 years. 

Jake is interested in pursuing a career in the field of exercise science allowing him to contin-

ue to be in a sports environment. Jake is involved in Class of 2022, NHS, TEAM, Captains 

Crew, Sent With a Smile, Boys Varsity Soccer, and Boys Varsity Volleyball. Jake’s favorite 

thing about this year was having the opportunity to play soccer with his best friends for the 

last time. - Jared Brown 

 

 

March 

April 
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June 

 
 
Caitlin Beahm is a Student of the Month for May. She will be attending Eastern Mich-
igan University to play lacrosse and pursue a degree in Nursing. Caitlin wants to be a 
nurse to be able to create a bond with others and have a family. While at North she 
has been captain of the volleyball and lacrosse teams for two years. She participated 
in Class of 2022 and Roots & Shoots. Her favorite memory of senior year has been all 
the class activities. -Grace Keller 
 

 

Zaccery Tarver was one of the students of the month for May. He will be attending 

Monmouth University for a Computer Science degree program. He is interested in 

pursuing that career because it is his favorite subject. During his junior and senior 

year he was first seat for Chess club. - Grace Keller   

May 

Jervin Sevilla was recently named as Student of the Month for June. Jervin plans 
to attend Georgian Court University and may decide to transfer at some point 
during his time there. He is interested in pursuing a career in STEM because he 
wants to get to know how the world works. While at North, Jervin has been an 
active member of Green Team, Math League, Key Club, TEAM, Student Council, 
PAWS, The Captains Log, and Nautical Star Theatre Company. His favorite things 
about senior year have been the ability to participate in all the clubs he has 
joined and going to senior prom.  - Katie Marra 

Ava Orlando is the senior of the month for June. Ava said, “I plan to attend the Uni-
versity of Florida and major in biology on a pre-med track. I am interested in becom-
ing an oncologist, which is a doctor who studies cancer. I am interested in this be-
cause I think the science around cancer treatment and research is constantly evolv-
ing and I would love to be a part of that change in the world of medicine.” She is the 
vice president of the class of 2022, a member and the social media coordinator for 
the National Honor Society, a senior in charge of Top Soccer for TEAM, a member of 
Captains Crew, 2-year varsity soccer player and manager for girls basketball, boys 
and volleyball.  She is also in the French club and French honor society. Her favorite 
thing about her senior year was being back in person so she can see all of her friends 
as well as play soccer.- Mirabel Serrano 
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               A Night in Paris 

Class of 2023 takes on prom! 

Under the Eiffel Tower are Mia 

Chabuel,  Essence Lynn, Mia 

Mancino, Katie Marra, and Audrey 

Lawson  

Le prom on film featuring Lu-

cas Armental, Jada Nguyen, 

Kristina Kaamino, and Antho-

ny Deangelis  

Mrs. Little makes 

chaperoning look fun! 

Sophie Regene 

and Jack Pesso, 

prom Queen 

and King 
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Using the Photo Booth are Linosh-

ka Rosa, Ephrate Olistin, Ivette 

Smart, and Jennifer Rodriguez . 

Photo provided by Mrs. Marra 

King John Claude Yambao and Queen 

Jackie Anderson   

Photo Provided by John Claude Yambao 

Ryan Baker, Arianah Davis, Halle Major,  Jervin Sevilla  

                Photo provided by Jervin Sevilla  

The Prom King has Mr. Madigan’s approval! 

 Photo  provided by John Claude Yambao 

John Claude Yambao and Juliet Gamba  

Photo provided by John Claude Yambao 
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                                                                                                By Katie Marra 

The season of summer thunderstorms is approaching, which means an abundance of 

rain.  An excellent way to capture rain is to install a rain barrel outside your home. 

Rain barrels store the water that runs off of the roof during rainfall to use for watering 

lawns, gardens, trees, etc. The typical gardener can save as much as 1,300 gallons of 

water during the growing season. These devices are a cost-effective way to conserve 

water as it is free aside from the initial investment of the rain barrel itself. Rain barrels 

also reduce runoff by catching rainwater that runs off of the roof which lowers the po-

tential for runoff pollution. Polluted runoff is a problem, especially in Toms River be-

cause it can pick up fertilizers which causes algae blooms in the Barnegat Bay, altering 

the ecosystem for inhabiting plants and animals. Not only do rain barrels hold many 

benefits to your home and the environment, they are easy to use!  

Rain barrels can be purchased at your local Target, Lowes, Home Depot, or Walmart and installed in these simple steps  

First you will need materials to 

attach your gutter to your rain bar-

rel. This will include a drill, screws, 

Use the cutting tool to 

cut into the gutter. This 

will help you attach the 

oatey diverter . 

Attach the rain barrel diverter using 

screws and metal clips to connect 

the rain barrel to the gutter . The 

purpose of the diverter is to direct 

water through the gutter if the rain 

barrel is full. 

The rain barrel is now set up! You can use the 

nozzle at the bottom to connect it to a hose and 

water your garden, trees, or lawn.  

Not only are rain barrels an eco-

friendly source of water, they also 

can serve as  art! Pictured on 

the left is our very own 

school library’s rain barrel 

and the right features a Save 

Barnegat Bay rain barrel..  

Pictures provided by Katie 

Marra 
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As summer rapidly approaches, insects emerge and seem to be all around. Soon, 
we will begin to see the inevitable spider webs spun between the trees, pesky ants 
searching the ground for crumbs, and the lazy caterpillars sluggishly inching their way 
on the pavement. The worst of all, however, will be the mosquitoes that will leave you 
scratching bug bites for weeks! Even though summer brings these bothersome insects, 
nature will continue to surprise us with its breathtaking beauty. By late June, the night 
sky will be lit up with dazzling displays of fireflies, which are so eye-catching because 
of their ability to glow. 

 
The glow of a firefly isn’t just for show; in fact, this ability is the reason that they 

are able to reproduce and survive. It is crucial for male fireflies to flash their light so 
that they can attract other females, who in turn will send long, flashing signals to indi-
cate that they are interested. However, some females will use this trick to lure males 
close to them, only to eat them a split second later. Scientists have also claimed that 
the flashing light of a firefly is used as a defense mechanism against predators. The 
length that each firefly flashes varies; in some cases, they will flash for hours on end, 
whereas, others only for a few minutes. The perfect time to spy these insects is right 
after the sun sets and it is not completely dark yet. In addition, most lightning bugs 
hover around heavily wooded areas or near bushes, as it is rare to see them out in the 
open with nothing around. 

 
When fireflies flash their light, it is nothing short of an incredible example of na-

ture using science to create something beautiful. Every time the insect glows, a whole 
process is occurring inside their tiny bodies in fractions of a second. They use a key 
chemical called luciferin that combines with oxygen to create bioluminescence light. 
In addition, fireflies are able to control when they start and stop their flashing. The or-
gans that produce light are able to open and close when oxygen is available. In fact, 
the light emitted is 100% pure, and is often referred to as “cold light”. When artificial 
light sources like light bulbs are used, a small percentage of the energy is emitted as 
heat. For bioluminescent creatures, the light they produce has no temperature, be-
cause they would not be able to survive if the inside of their bodies was heated.  

 
Even though they are only out for a very short amount of time each summer, 

fireflies deserve recognition for their incredible ability to glow. It is almost unfathoma-
ble that these insects have the power to willingly light up their whole bodies, not to 
mention that it is crucial to their survival. While they are good examples of how amaz-
ing nature is, they symbolize love and peace in different cultures. To most people, they 
also represent childhood and bring nostalgia to older generations who have memories 
of chasing fireflies and putting them in jars to watch as they lit up the dark night. 
 

By,Valentina Prior 
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 On May 19 the band had their final concert of the year, their spring concert! This 
was a highly anticipated event as the band has been practicing their pieces since Feb-
ruary, and it would be the seniors’ last concert. The band did not disappoint, a lot of 
hard work was put onto the stage under a spotlight.  
 
 The wind ensemble, directed by Head Band Director, Mr. Powers, played three 
musical arrangements for their portion of the concert. Equilibrium by Michael Oare 
“pits opposing elements of harmony and rhythm against each other, portraying a 
sense of musical equilibrium.” Of Monsters and Men by Randall Standridge was the 
wind ensemble’s second piece, which is inspired by Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. In Of 
Monsters and Men, “listeners are transported from the frigid arctic wasteland to eerie 
nighttime graveyards.” Their final piece, entitled To Horizons Unseen, also by Randall 
Standridge, honors the retirement of an Illinois band director and symbolizes the 
“horizons”  that she still has ahead of her. To Horizons Unseen also featured a beauti-
ful solo by flutist, senior, Kayla Speedy. 
 

The concert band preceded the wind ensemble, playing two pieces to close off 
the night. The concert band was under the direction of Assistant Band Director, Mr. 
Grill. Their first piece, Shepherd’s Hey by Percy Grainger, was a fast-paced, thrilling 
piece in which the band worked especially hard to prepare for the concert due to its 
difficulty. The final piece of the night, entitled “(not) Alone” by Randall Standridge 
was the most anticipated of the night. Both the band and Mr. Grill were extremely 
nervous to play this piece, as we were one of the first bands to ever play it. The piece 
portrays an anxiety attack, its purpose to make those who struggle with mental health 
issues feel less alone in their everyday challenges. The piece touched both the band 
and audience. Senior Drum Majors, Paige Cripps and Kayla Speedy, finished off the 
night by conducting the seniors through the school’s fight song “Anchors Aweigh”, as 
their final send off from the band program. It was a wonderful night shared with fami-
ly, friends, and the rest of the band for the final concert of the year.  
 

By: Paige Cripps 
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 For the past 23 years High School North had the pleasure of having Mrs. Zailik-Whyte as 
Head Secretary in our main office. When asked what her plans after retirement are she responded, 
“Travel, see my children more, do volunteer work, and to not wake up for an alarm in the morning.” 
After inquiring what Mrs. Zailik-Whyte’s favorite memory during her time at North was, she said 
she needed a few days to ponder the thought because the school gifted her with so many. When 
looking back she shared, “My favorite memories at North have been working with the secretaries 
here. No matter how many times they cut our staff we have managed to still have fun and enjoy each 
others’ company. I’m  incredibly proud of these ladies and I will miss them all terribly!” High School 
North will not be the same without Mrs. Whyte Zailik, as her shoes will be big ones to fill. - Maura 
Krobatsch 

 For the past 20 years here at High School North, art teacher, Mrs. Houlihan has influenced 
a vast amount of students and taught them many things. After retirement, she plans to move to 
Florida. There she will spend her days riding her bike along the beach. She will be spending her 
time creating her own art, mainly painting and ceramics. Traveling to other countries is also essen-
tial to her and teaching in art studios in Florida.  She is very passionate about her students follow-
ing their love for art. When asked what her favorite memory of North was she said, “Teaching all 
her talented students and watching them prosper by winning 97 awards in all.” Ever since Mrs. 
Houlihan was 7 years old she knew being an art teacher was her calling and she is a prime example 
of following your heart.  ~ Kayla Finley  (*Mrs. Houlihan is camera shy and did not want to take a 
photo.) 

 Mr. Ryan, technology teacher, has been at High School North for 28 years. After retiring, he 
plans to run his business. When asked what was his favorite memory, he responded “too many to 
count”. One more thing Mr. Ryan wanted to share was (for students), “First rule of holes- stop dig-
ging”. Congratulations and happy retirement Mr. Ryan! -Joey Stanton (*Mr. Ryan is camera shy 
and did not want to take a photo.) 

Pictured at right is the Main 

Office secretarial staff, Ms. 

Beardsley, Mrs. Sasso, Mrs. 

Zailik-Whyte, Mrs. Fitzgerald, 

and Mrs. Gyenes. 

Photo provided by Mr. Patten. 

 Also retiring this year are technology teacher, Ms. Lori 

Smith, and Spanish teacher, Mrs. Yamile Petrick. Ms. Smith 

retired January 1 and Mrs. Petrick on March 1. We regret that 

we were unable to interview them and get a photo. 

We wish all of our Mariner retirees sunny 
skies and smooth sailing ahead! 
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 New York Yankees 
The Yankees are red hot winning eight of their last ten games and holding a seven 
game lead in the AL East! Aaron Judge continues to do what he normally does, hit-
ting 21 home runs which leads the entire MLB and a .313 batting average. Matt Car-
penter has been a solid addition to the Yankees after being signed as a free agent, 

over his eight games in New York Matt has hit 4 homeruns and has a solid .263 batting aver-
age. Now onto the starting rotation which is on fire as of late. All five Yankee starters have an 
ERA under 3.50 with the highest being 3.02 from Jordan Montgomery which is still above av-
erage. Nestor Cortes better known as “Nasty Nestor” is having a Cy young season so far hav-
ing only given up 10 runs over his 60 innings of pitching. Gerrit Cole and Luis Severino are 
both heating up having great outings in their last starts where they each pitched 7 shutout in-
nings! Overall, keep an eye on the Yankees as their rotation starts to show just how shutdown 
they can be as the Yankees keep blazing their trail to a World Series Championship.  

 
New York Mets  
The Mets, like the Yankees, are on fire, winning eight of their last ten and holding a 
nine game lead in the NL East. Pete Alonso is having a great season so far hit-
ting .282 and 16 home runs which is tied for the most in the National League. Fran-

cisco Lindor is off to a slow start hitting .258 with 9 home runs. The Mets rotation has been 
banged up a little bit with both Jacob DeGrom and Max Scherzer spending time out with inju-
ries. However Chris Bassit and Carlos Carrasco have filled in nicely each with ERA’s under 4 
with 11 games started. David Peterson has done a good job stepping into that 5th spot in the 
rotation. Over his 6 games started he has a 2.97 ERA, with 29 strikeouts in 33.1 innings 
pitched. Overall the Mets are sitting pretty with a comfortable lead in the NL East. If they keep 
this up they could make a deep playoff run.  

 
Philadelphia Phillies  
The Phillies, unlike the two New York teams, haven't been doing so well. Going 5-
5 over their past ten games the Phillies currently sit in third place in the NL East 
ten and a half games behind the first place Mets. Offensively the Phillies look av-

erage with only Bryce Harper putting up good numbers. Harper is hitting .309 with 15 home 
runs. Kyle Schwarber is an odd case, his power numbers look good as he has 15 home runs but 
he’s only hitting .209. Rhys Hoskins also has 9 home runs with an iffy batting average of .221. 
On the pitching side of the Phillies things don't get much better as all five starters have an ERA 
over three, and two of them have an ERA over four. The only bright spots out of the starting 
rotation is ace Zack Wheeler who has pitched 57.1 innings with 67 strikeouts and an ERA of 
3.14, and Aaron Nola who has pitched 74.2 innings with 85 strikeouts and an ERA of 3.50. 
Overall the Phillies need to turn things around right now if they want to make a playoff push. 
Their bats will need to start heating up and their pitchers need to be more consistent in order 
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Cruise Flies High in Stunning Sequel 
 

“I feel the need, the need for speed.” That’s exactly what you will be feeling after 
this movie. Top Gun: Maverick is all about the high flying uproar that all Tom 
Cruise movies bring to the big screen. Its plot is that L.T. Pete “Maverick” Mitch-
ell, who is Tom Cruise, is needed back to lead a new fleet of Top Gun graduate 
pilots for a special assignment. Having only three weeks to turn the great pilots 
into the best pilots, Maverick has to turn tension into friendship, before their 
time is up to complete the mission. With flights that became dogfights and ac-
tion sequences that are out of this world, Maverick must find a way to do the im-
possible before he loses his role. 
 

Thirty six years later both movies age fantastically well but the sequel just out-
performs the 1986 original. The chaos filled spectacle seems stupendous to its 
precursor. With many call backs, easter eggs and old characters such as Ice and 

Penny, lovers of the original will adore this one even more. With the action being taken to a next lev-
el, so is the emotion and drama throughout. This movie builds upon the obstacle of Goose’s death 
that haunts Maverick to this day and his way to find love which he failed at the first time. Now this 
movie isn't just any sequel. This is one of the best movies to come out in the last thirty six years and 
easily one of Cruise’s best movies. So if you want to enter the danger zone then this is a must watch. - 
Ryan Schultz 
 

                             Spoiler Free                                      
From paint, cartoon and glass multiverses this chaos, magic filled spectacle lived 
up to its name of madness. This movie picks up from Spider-Man: No Way Home 
where the world is sane again after their multiverses collided. But that doesn’t last 
for long as New York is attacked again by a monster from the multiverse. While 
trying to conquer the creature and save the city, Dr. Strange meets America 
Chavez, a girl who can open multiverse portals. She is being targeted from the 
other multiverses as he now has the duty of protecting her. This fight over Chavez 
and her powers leads everyone into the madness of the multiverses as the many 
personalities come to life in the try to capture Chavez from Strange.  
 
After seeing this movie I would say it was a solid 7/10. It had a few issues visually 
and story wise, but the film moved well and was far from a snooze fest. In classic Marvel fashion it 
had its comic relief but what is different about this one was how dark it was at times and how much 
the horror aspect impacted the film to make some look dominant, such as Thanos, but others seem 
weak, such as Nick Fury. Before you watch though you will need to see certain films such as Episode 
1 and 4 of What If, Dr. Strange, Wandavision, Avengers Infinity War and Endgame. So in the end I 
would say this is a go out and see it now type of movie if you love Marvel but make sure to stay for 
the credits as there are two post credit scenes that lead to the next step in the Marvel universe. - 
Ryan Schultz 
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   By Jena Bhandari  
Congratulations are in order for the newest additions 
to the Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
executive board. FBLA held elections this past month, 
where students spoke about their capabilities and ideas 
in front of their fellow FBLA members and were vot-
ed to various positions. The 2022-2023 officers are: 
Natalie Rapciewicz, president; Darsh Patel, secretary; 
Thomas Hoffman, fundraising vice president; Alexa 
Sousa, community service vice president; Gabriela 
Kostova, social media vice president; and Alexa De 
Los Santos, reporter. We look forward to the amazing 
accomplishments the new officers will achieve in  
FBLA in the next year  
 
 

In honor of National Victims Rights Week, members 
of FBLA attended the "Moving Forward Together" 
Walk to help raise awareness for crime victims' rights 
in Ocean County. 
Some students who placed in the FBLA State Leader-
ship Competition in Atlantic City have the opportunity 
to compete in Nationals. Arianah Davis and Emma 
Hayes will be moving on to the FBLA NLC in Chica-
go for the Digital Video Production event. In this 

event, they wrote, directed, and edited a short film that teaches how to make a resume and presented their 
project in front of judges. These accomplishments of our FBLA members prove their proficiency in busi-
ness related topics and dedication to succeed. 

 
Our chapter plans to have its members maintain involvement in future events and teach others the 

importance of serving the community. Additional goals of FBLA are to develop character, perform civic 
duties, and foster patriotism. If you are interested in joining TRN’s FBLA chapter, contact the advisor, 
Ms. Tesoro at jtesoro@trschools.com, or the incoming president, Natalie Rapciewicz, to join. We hope to 
see you at our meetings in the fall!  

(left to right)  Alexa Sousa: Community Service VP, 

Ms.Tesoro: Advisor,Gabriela Kostova: Social Media 

VP, and Alexa De Los Santos: reporter 

Editor in Chief: Grace Keller 

Associate Editors: Brendan Fiaschetti, Katie Marra, and Maribel Serrano Gil 

Feature Writers: Alyssa Adell, Jared Brown, Paige Cripps, Imani Edwards, Kayla 
Finley, Lorenza Hanlon, Maura Krobatsch, Norah Loftus, Kiley Madigan, Aaliyah 
Philips, Ryan Schultz, Jesse Shuster, and Joey Stanton 

Contributing Writers: Jena Bhandari and Valentina Prior 

*Seniors, thank you so much for all your hard work on the newspaper 
this year. I will miss you! Mrs. Dougherty 

 


