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Toms River Regional Schools
South Toms River Elementary School

Dennis Holzapfel, Principal
Nikole Mustica, Supervisor of Instruction

419 Dover Road, South Toms River,  New Jersey  08757
Tel: (732) 505-5890        Fax: (732) 914-1861

dholzapfel@trschools.com
nmustica@trschools.com

September 1, 2021

Dear Parents/Guardians,

The purpose of this handbook is to give our students and parent’s direction and guidance toward
programs, expectations, and responsibilities at South Toms River Elementary School. We ask
that parents and guardians spend some time reviewing the handbook with their children.

Each parent and staff member wants the best for each child attending South Toms River
Elementary School.

Please help us to reinforce the concepts stated within this handbook so that together we may help
our children grow academically, physically, emotionally and socially.

Thank you for your interest and cooperation.  Together, we will continue to provide an excellent
school year for all of our children.

Sincerely,

Dennis Holzapfel

mailto:jryan@trschools.com
mailto:nmustica@trschools.com


MISSION
Toms River Regional Schools is a team of talented, committed staff, dedicated
learners, and supportive community members.  We are devoted to providing a
comprehensive, caring educational experience based upon the NJ Student
Learning Standards which nurtures the unique talents of each individual.  As
life-long learners, our students grow to become socially responsible individuals
who value and respect diversity.  Our mission is to create a safe and positive
learning environment where children can develop the confidence and capabilities
to face the challenges of our rapidly changing world.

Beliefs
It is our belief that a positive, organized, and pleasant atmosphere helps to
facilitate good teaching and learning. We shall try to create such an atmosphere
for students and staff each day.

Our task as an elementary school is a challenging one. We are expected to be
many things to many children. In order to meet the challenge, we shall strive to:

1. Be concerned with each child as an individual. Help them to feel good
about themselves by providing them with tasks of the right level of
difficulty, so that they may meet with success.

2. Be concerned with the total development of each student. Offer
opportunities to grow academically, socially, emotionally and
physically.

3. Provide activities which foster self-direction, self- motivation and
self-evaluation.

We shall expect our students to be responsible enough to benefit from their
experience. We shall expect them to take responsibility for their own actions, and
take responsibility for accepting consequences in an appropriate fashion.  If we
concentrate on the above, our school will be an outstanding place to attend each
day.



INSTRUCTIONAL PHILOSOPHIES BY SUBJECT AREA

MATH
The essential intent of the Toms River Regional School District’s elementary
mathematics program is to develop students who can think critically and
collaborate creatively to solve problems in a diverse, global society.   In conjunction
with Ready Classroom Mathematics, a discourse-driven, blended mathematics
curriculum, our teachers provide rigorous instruction and activities built upon the
New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  All learners develop mathematical
content knowledge due to a strong emphasis on proper academic language.  By
allowing students the opportunity to work through a productive struggle and
providing them with multiple strategies to solve problems, teachers help our young
mathematicians expand their conceptual understanding of mathematical
processes.  Teachers are able to make formative decisions within the four major
mathematical domains using real time data obtained through the iReady platform.
This information helps educators differentiate and personalize classroom
instruction for all learners.  Ultimately these instructional practices will foster our
students’ abilities in problem solving, critical reasoning, and effective
communication of their ideas.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

We, the Toms River Regional School District, believe in fostering a love of reading
through close analysis of culturally diverse texts that encourage all students to
read, write, speak, listen and think critically. Students will be provided with rich
content in the areas of history, science, literature, and the arts to support their
learning. Multisensory approaches to reading during the primary grades allow
students to build the foundation for studying a wide variety of texts. Using this
foundation in reading, students are able to apply their skills to complex texts and
develop their ability to write narratively, analytically and persuasively. Our district is
committed to helping students develop critical thinking skills applied to reading,
writing, speaking, listening and media analysis. Students will communicate
effectively, collaborate thoughtfully and solve problems creatively.

SOCIAL STUDIES

The study of social studies in Toms River elementary schools focuses on providing
students with the knowledge and skills necessary to become active, informed, and



contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities.  Our
curriculum is rooted in the New Jersey Student Learning Standards, which prepare
students for college, careers, and civic life. They allow students to progress
through study of citizenship, communities, heritage, leadership, government,
geography, regions of the United States, and American history.  Included in this is a
focus on the state-mandated study of Holocaust and genocide, as well as the
contributions of African Americans to our country.  The social studies curriculum is
designed to be hands-on and inquiry-based, providing a focus on primary sources
and opportunities for cross-curricular activities, particularly in the areas of reading
and writing.  In this way, students actively explore the past, present, and future of
the world through the study of history, economics, civics, and geography.   They
learn to  consider multiple perspectives, value diversity and various cultures, and
begin to apply an understanding of critical media literacy skills, especially when
using technology to learn and collaborate, by analyzing information for accuracy
and by distinguishing fact from falsehood.  Our goal at the elementary level is to
promote civic-minded, globally aware, and socially responsible students.

SCIENCE

The Toms River Regional School District believes in an inquiry based,
child-centered approach to teaching science.  Using the New Jersey Student
Learning Standards for Science as our framework, we utilize instructional
platforms such as our TRRS Science Units, Mystery Science, Study Island,
BrainPOP, and Science A-Z, to engage our young learners in meaningful activities
that will inspire a love of science and the world that surrounds them.

Our philosophy is to encourage students’ natural sense of wonder and create a
learning environment and opportunities where they ask and answer questions and
are actively engaged in scientific and engineering concepts. We support, as well
as challenge students, to grow as problem solvers, investigators, and data
analyzers.  We cultivate children’s innate curiosity and excitement for science and
help them apply this understanding to real-world phenomena and inquiries; all in an
age-appropriate approach.  It is our intent that these early experiences will have a
positive impact on their science education and motivation for lifelong learning.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION / HEALTH
The Toms River Regional School District is committed to providing students with a
comprehensive, sequential Health and Physical Education program. With an
emphasis on the connectedness among wellness, health and physical education,
students will acquire the skills and knowledge necessary for understanding the
benefits of maintaining a healthy, active lifestyle. In compliance with the New
Jersey Student Learning Standards in Comprehensive Health and Physical



Education, as well as corresponding Legislative Statutes, the program
encompasses the key disciplinary concepts of personal and mental health,
physical wellness, and safety. Essential components that comprise these areas
and drive instructional practices include:

● acting as a responsible and contributing member of society
● building and maintaining healthy relationships
● communicating clearly and effectively
● conflict resolution
● attending to personal health
● emotional, social and physical well-being
● engaging in an active lifestyle
● positive decision making
● self-management
● goal setting
● using technology tools responsibly

As with all curricular areas, the role of the parent/guardian is instrumental to the
success of the program. As we strive to continually ensure that students are
supported, engaged, safe, and healthy, we will utilize our quality Health and
Physical Education program to continue to contribute to the physical, mental,
emotional, and social development of our students.

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

Participation in the arts, both visual and performing, is an important part of a
child’s learning and growing. TRRS recognizes this by providing opportunities for
students to create, perform, produce, respond to, and connect with works of art
through its elementary arts program.

From kindergarten through fifth grade, students attend weekly visual art and
general music classes and can participate in chorus, band, and/or orchestra
beginning in fourth grade. Students also explore media arts, dance, and theater
integration through their academic and special area classes.

Regularly participating in the district’s arts program, also allows students to better
understand who they are, build self-esteem, develop an understanding of the world
in which we live, become creative and critical thinkers, learn to value diversity, build
relationships and collaboration skills, and learn responsible decision-making. All
skills needed to meet the challenges of an ever-changing world and workforce.

WORLD LANGUAGE



Philosophy: World languages education provides learners with the essential
language skills and cultural understandings in languages other than English
necessary to live and work in a global, culturally diverse world. It is imperative that
TRRS provides educational opportunities in foreign language curriculum to support
a new generation of Americans who are competent in other languages and
cultures and are fully equipped to compete and succeed in a global economy.

Mission: It is the mission of the World Language department to expose all
students to the study of a second language enabling individuals to communicate
face-to-face and by virtual means in appropriate ways with people from diverse
cultures. World Language learning in Toms River Schools is designed to prepare
students for a global economy by possessing the skills to become culturally aware
citizens, empathetic towards varied cultural backgrounds, and flexible in
cross-cultural interactions. Students will become proficient in the target language
through instruction in the areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing and
through authentic practice and cultural connections. Our proficiency goals are
consistent with the standards set forth in the American Council for the Teaching of
Foreign Languages (ACTFL).

Vision: Language learners are encouraged to take risks using the target language
in a safe, collaborative environment that prepares them to communicate in a global
world with people from diverse cultures, appreciating equally diverse perspectives.
An education in world languages fosters a population that:

● Cultivates communication and cultural understanding in more than one
language with the levels of language proficiency that are required to
function in a variety of occupations and careers in the contemporary
workplace. Exhibits attitudes, values, and skills that indicate a positive
disposition and understanding of cultural differences and that enhances
cross cultural communication.

● Participates in local and global communities with people who speak
languages other than English to address social justice issues and other
global problems.

● Values language learning for its long-term worth in advancing personal,
work-related, and/or financial success in our increasingly interconnected
world.

IMPORTANT SCHOOL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
STRE Main number:  732-505-5890
Fax:  732-914-1861

Main Office:  Option 6
Nurse:  Option 2
Guidance:  Option  3
Cafeteria: Option 5



Child Study Team:  Option 4

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROCEDURES FOR NON-BUSSED STUDENTS

Students who reside in district designated walking zones are encouraged to walk
to and from school, using the approved and designated walking routes/crossing
areas. Please review with your child the appropriate walking route.

School staff are prepared to accept responsibility for students at 9:10 A.M. We ask
for parental cooperation, and plan for student arrival NO EARLIER THAN 9:10.

DROP OFF AND PICK UP PROCEDURES

The safety of our students is one of our highest priorities.  We need your
help and cooperation.  If you drop off your children in the morning or pick
them up in the afternoon, please use the ferry lane in the back of the
building.  Enter the school grounds through the basketball courts.  There are
teachers on duty in the back of the building to help the children in and out of
the cars and supervise the ferry lane.  Please, refer to the September
handout of the ferry lane map for more information

WALKING/BICYCLE STUDENT SAFETY

A number of our students walk to and from school each day. School crossing
guards are placed at important points along the way. Children must obey the
guards in the same way they would obey teachers. Walkers must listen to and
obey the instructions they give.

The following rules should be observed in walking
to and from school:

1. Use sidewalks. Do not cut through the woods or across lawns. Cross
streets only at corners.

2. Walk directly to school or home. Do not lag
behind. Walk in groups.

3. Do not talk to strangers in cars
or on the streets.

4. Stay away from
strange animals.

5. Stay focused on being safe. Do not play ball or games near
the road.



6. Be respectful of private and public property.

7. Children are to plan their walk so that they arrive at school no sooner than
9:10, 10 minutes before school starts.

8. Students in grades 3-5 who are walkers are permitted to ride their bicycles
to school.  Informational packets and permission slips are available upon
request in the main office.  Students must walk their bikes on school
grounds. All bikes are to be locked in the bicycle rack. THE STUDENT
ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR HIS/HER BICYCLE.

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY

Safety is our main concern in riding the school bus. The bus drivers must pay
attention to the traffic,  listen for horns and sirens and be alert for emergencies.
They cannot pay attention to driving and monitor disruptive students at the same
time.

Our students are expected to sit at all times and wear their seatbelt. The bus
driver will decide where a child may sit. Talking is certainly allowed but loud
talking, shouting and fighting are definitely prohibited. There is to be no throwing
of objects of any kind either inside the bus or out the windows. Appropriate
school behavior will be expected on the bus at all times.

Children are expected to walk to the bus stop in the morning as well as at
dismissal time when they go to their assigned bus location. When boarding or
exiting the bus students should use extreme caution and their common sense to
make for a safe transition while riding the school bus. Running is never permitted
near the buses. The law states that riding a school bus is a privilege and not a
right. Disciplinary actions include losing the privilege to ride the bus if children
do not conduct themselves in a safe and proper manner.  In the event this
occurs, parents then become responsible for transporting their child to and
from school. Bus stops are located near the property of others.

ATTENDANCE
As all of our families know, children can only succeed when they are present in
school.  When any student misses eighteen or more school days per year, or about
two days every month, the student is considered to be chronically absent.
Research states that students who are considered to be chronically absent,
perform significantly lower on state reading and math exams.  According to the NJ
Department of Education, students with good attendance score 11 points higher
on reading tests and 13 points higher on math tests.

While the staff understands there are times that students need to be absent from



school, and when ill, students must stay home.  However, it is important that every
effort be made for our children to attend school on a daily basis.

An automated call will be made to your primary contact number to notify you that
your child is absent from school. If illness or other emergency prevents a student
from attending school, please present a written excuse on the day of return. An
excuse should state the date(s) absent, the reason for the absence, and the parent
or guardian's signature.  The state of New Jersey recognizes religious holidays and
“Bring Your Child to Work Day” as excused absences. Any other absence will be
recorded as unexcused. However, medical and parent notes will be documented on
the child’s attendance record.

If you anticipate your child being absent for more than three days, or if the
illness is of a contagious nature, the nurse's office should be notified
immediately.

Depending on the amount of time your child will be absent, you may want to
make arrangements with the classroom teacher to obtain schoolwork.  If you
should request daily assignments, please notify the school before 11:00 A.M.
Work will be available for pick-up at the end of the school day.  We ask that you
call the Main Office to make sure the homework is on the counter for pick up.
Whether work is requested during absence or assigned upon the child's return,
your child is responsible for making up the missed work.

Along with regular attendance, it is expected that every child be prepared to arrive
at school on time.  If students are late for any reason, the parent must
accompany the student to the Main Office upon arrival. The child's tardiness will
be noted and a pass issued to be presented to the classroom teacher.

The first school bell will ring at 9:20 A.M. and all children should be in the
classroom by 9:27 A.M.

CALL BACK TELEPHONE NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

A computerized call will be provided to notify parents that the school is making
them aware of their child's absence.  The student's home phone number will be
used for the Call Back System unless otherwise notified by the parents. Please
notify us during the school year if any changes take place.

STUDENT CONDUCT - Possible examples of student conduct.
At South Toms River Elementary School, we expect our “Hawks to soar with
pride when they are: Respectful, Responsible, & full of Integrity.” Through a
collaborative team process, our staff has determined that respect,
responsibility, and integrity are priorities at South Toms River  Elementary
School.  Our Positive Behavior Support In Schools initiative, will provide time for
teachers to teach expectations in each area of the building and positively
recognize students daily for meeting those expectations.  Below you find the



expectations for students at South Toms River Elementary School.  Please feel
free to contact the main office if you should have any questions.

POSSIBLE EXPECTATIONS BY SCHOOL LOCATIONS

Classrooms

● Be courteous to all
● Work to the best of your ability
● Be cooperative with

classmates and teachers
● Raise your hand to speak
● Be responsible for yourself

Playground

● Use kind and appropriate
words

● Line up when you hear the
whistle

● Follow adult directions
● Use equipment correctly
● Walk to and from the

playground
Hallways

● Stay silent
● Follow adult direction
● Walk at all times
● Take one stair at a time
● Keep hands and feet to

themselves

Bathrooms

● Keep hands, feet, and objects
to yourselves

● Use a quiet and inside voice
● Use bathroom properly
● Wash hands before leaving

Bus

● Follow adult directions
● Remain buckled in your seat at

all times
● Use kind and quiet voices
● Keep aisle clear
● Keep hands, feet, and objects

to yourselves

Auditorium

● Enter and exit safely
● Keep your area neat
● Ask permission to leave your

seat
● Keep hands, feet, and objects

to yourselves
● Use a quiet and inside voice
● Follow adult directions

Cafeteria

● Enter and exit safely
● Keep your area neat
● Raise hand for assistance
● Keep hands, feet, and objects

to yourselves
● Use a quiet, inside voice
● Follow adult directions

Arrival and Dismissal

● Enter and exit the building
safely

● Walk at all times
● Quickly and safely arrive at

destination.
● Patiently wait for students

to be dismissed (ie. Y-kids,
walkers, bussers)

● Follow adult directions.



STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
The Toms River Regional Schools’ School Code of Conduct is available on the
Toms River Regional Schools website at:
http://www.trschools.com/Parents/docs/20160308_121821_33.pdf

LUNCH SCHEDULE-  Mixed grade levels

11:50-12:30                          First lunch period

12:35-1:10 Second lunch period

1:15-1:50 Third lunch period

CAFETERIA COSTS

Student Breakfast Free Daily
Student Lunch Free Daily
Milk TBD
Juice TBD
Bottled water   (8 oz.) TBD
All Ice Cream TBD
Bag Pretzels TBD

CAFETERIA
All students are scheduled for a 35-minute lunch and recess period daily. All
families must fill out a federal lunch application either on www.schoolcafe.com or
by paper application. Students will receive a student breakfast and lunch in the
cafeteria at no charge during the 2021/22 school year. Elementary School has in
place a computerized lunch payment program for any ala carte purchases. Every
child has a photo ID card that is used when payment is rendered. Parents may
send cash into school with their child to be added to the lunch account, or cash
may be sent in daily to purchase any ala carte items.  When cash is sent into
school, it is added to the account, and change is not sent home with the student.
Please make sure any monies sent are in an envelope with the student’s first and
last name on it. You may also pre-pay accounts using the SchoolCafe system.  To
set up a SchoolCafe account, visit www.schoolcafe.com. This makes it possible

http://www.trschools.com/Parents/docs/20160308_121821_33.pdf
http://www.schoolcafe.com/
http://www.schoolcafe.com/


for your child’s ID lunch card to act as a debit card for their purchase. Students
may not go into a negative balance for any ala carte purchase.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Should you change your phone number, please go on the parent portal
under the contacts tab to update.  Please call Central Registration at
732-505-2600 to arrange an appointment to bring the forms and residency
proofs for processing.  Alternatively, you may also upload everything to
centralregistration@trschools.com and we will send a confirmation email
once we are able to process the change.

CHILD STUDY TEAM / SPECIAL EDUCATION
Office of Special Education Mission Statement: To provide specialized and
individualized education to all students in the least restrictive environments

Toms River Regional School District collaborates with New Jersey Coalition for
Inclusive Education (NJCIE) on best practices in Special Education. Child Study
Teams evaluate students’ needs and prepare Individualized Education Plans to
include special education students in the least restrictive environment.  Teams
tailor accommodations, modifications and services to meet the needs of the
student. Special Education Teachers and Related Service providers individualize
skills through specialized instruction and multi-sensory strategies. Special
programs include supplemental curriculum geared toward student growth and
success with measurable data. The special education department includes
families in IEP development and services.  Family networking is provided through
Special Education Parent Advisory Group (SEPAG).

EMERGENCY SCHOOL
CLOSING
Parents will receive an automated phone and email call from Toms River Schools
letting them know if school will be closed due to weather conditions.  Parents
may also tune in to radio stations, WOBM F.M. (92.7) or A.M. (1170); WJLK F.M.
(94.3) or A.M. (1310). Channel 21 on your television will also have school closing
information as will our website, www.trschools.com.

South Toms River Elementary School institutes a 90 minute delayed opening of
school due to inclement weather conditions or other emergency conditions.
When school starts on a delayed opening, the morning Y-Kids program will be
canceled for that day. All other students should report to bus stops 1 1/2 hours
later than their regular time.  Walnut Street Elementary School is a second tier
school, and our delayed opening will be at 10:10 A.M.

In the event of inclement weather during the school day, an early dismissal may
occur. Parents and guardians will receive an automated phone call alerting them

http://www.trschools.com/
http://www.trschools.com/


of the need to dismiss the students 90 minutes early. Parents may also tune in to
radio stations, WOBM F.M. (92.7) or A.M. (1170); WJLK F.M. (94.3) or A.M. (1310).
Channel 21 on your television will also have school closing information as will our
website, www.trschools.com. Afternoon Y-Kids will be canceled in the event of an
early dismissal. Dismissal will take place at 1:10 P.M.

EMERGENCY EARLY DISMISSAL - OTHER THAN WEATHER
On rare occasions, it may become necessary to implement an early dismissal of
pupils from school due to emergency circumstances e.g., prolonged power
failure, lack of water services, etc.  If such an early dismissal becomes
necessary, parents and guardians will receive notification by phone and email.
Parents and guardians will be notified as early as possible as to the decision to
dismiss schools for emergency purposes.

Whenever it becomes necessary to implement the “Early Dismissal Schedule,” the
afternoon (p.m.) Y-Kids, and extended day activities will be canceled for that day.
Related announcements about the early dismissal decision will be communicated
by the district to the local media i.e., local radio stations, newspapers, and will be
aired
on the Toms River Schools Public Channel 21 and on the district website,
www.trschools.com.

In the eventuality that contact cannot be made with the parent or guardian
about the emergency early dismissal, the pupil(s) will be retained at the
school under supervision until such contact can be made.

PLEASE ESTABLISH EMERGENCY CLOSING, DELAYED OPENING, AND EARLY
DISMISSAL PROCEDURES WITH YOUR CHILD.  EACH CHILD SHOULD KNOW
WHERE TO GO IN THE EVENT THAT HIS OR HER PARENT IS NOT HOME
DURING AN EMERGENCY SITUATION.

FIRE DRILLS / SECURITY DRILLS
Fire and security drills occur monthly and are mandated by the state of New
Jersey.  During a fire drill we expect our students to leave the classroom in a
single file line without talking. Listening for directions is a must, since it will
help assure the safety of all.

During a security drill, students and staff will be provided specific directions
through the intercom depending upon the type of security drill taking place.
These drills include: LockDown, Shelter in Place, and Evacuations.

http://www.trschools.com/
http://www.trschools.com/
http://www.trschools.com


GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM/BASIC SKILLS
Toms River Regional Schools is committed to nurturing every student’s unique
talents, interests, and abilities. In order to fulfill our mission, our staff members get
to know students both academically and personally, while integrating their
interests into learning experiences within and beyond our classrooms. Staff
members utilize formal and informal assessment data to plan meaningful learning
activities that allow our students to reach beyond their current level of
understanding, which creates a strong academic foundation while also fostering
the development of self-confidence in our learners. Our comprehensive approach
to meeting the needs of our diverse learners allows us to maximize the academic,
social, and emotional growth of each student as they participate in appropriate
academic challenges in our classrooms.

Gifted and Talented

For students that demonstrate specific academic strengths, our elementary
curriculum model contains enrichment suggestions and increasingly complex
questions and activities that are utilized by our faculty members to provide
students with differentiated learning opportunities in all content areas.

Bright learners thrive in the differentiated classroom, whereas truly gifted learners,
who make up about 5% of the school population, may require additional
modifications to their academic program to meet their unique needs. For these
learners, a variety of K-5 programs aligned to the National Association for Gifted
Children programming standards enable students to apply and accelerate their skill
set through experiences beyond the general education classroom in the areas of
mathematics, English language arts, research and exploration, and critical thinking
skills. These programs and the qualification criteria are further outlined in our
district Gifted and Talented Program Guide.

Basic Skills
For students in need of remediation related to the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards, our elementary curriculum model contains suggestions for academic
support and differentiation in all content areas.

Through the evaluation of multiple data points, students may qualify to receive
targeted, explicit instruction in the essential, research-based components of
reading: phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension. In an effort to ensure that our youngest have appropriate
language comprehension and word recognition skills as they become fluent
readers, students in grades 1-3 receive approximately 3-4 intervention periods per
week.  In grades 4 and 5, students receive approximately 1-2 intervention periods

http://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/national-standards-gifted-and-talented-education/pre-k-grade-12
http://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/national-standards-gifted-and-talented-education/pre-k-grade-12
https://www.trschools.com/curriculum/docs/2021/03/TRRS-GT-Program-Guide-_2020_2021_-_3_.pdf


per week. Using a systematic, repetitive, multi-sensory instructional approach, our
staff works with students in small groups to develop deeper reading and
comprehension skills.  Ongoing progress monitoring using student reading levels
and the CORE Phonics Survey ensures that students are maximizing growth and
literacy achievement.

Title One Basic Skills
In accordance with the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESSA), a legal
document that  requires that all schools receiving Title 1 funds, schools must
provide all students a significant opportunity to receive a fair, equitable and high
quality education and to close educational achievement gaps.

Title One schools in Toms River Regional Schools have programs, activities and
procedures for both students and parents.    Notification of rights and
responsibilities of all stakeholders is communicated through a Right to Know letter
distributed the first week of school.

Parents will have the opportunity to attend a school meeting and have multiple
opportunities throughout the school year to be involved.   The involvement of
families is crucial to the academic success and well-being of all students.
Families working together with schools to foster a high regard for education, build
self-confidence, strive for success make the school community a thriving and
productive place.

Parent Programs will be communicated throughout the year by the Title One staff
in each school.

Students in the elementary grades participating in Title One services will receive
LLI instruction.  This Literacy Leveled Instruction (LLI) gives students an intensive,
small group environment to close achievement gaps in both reading and writing.
LLI deepens and expands comprehension with close reading.  Throughout the
program, students are continually assessed both formally and informally to help
teachers adjust their instruction to meet the needs of the student and help them
grow exponentially.

A review of assessments and academic growth determines if students enter, exit
or stay in the program after each trimester using criteria set by the district.



GUIDANCE / SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL LEARNING

Toms River Regional Schools’ students will develop self-awareness and a strong
social network to build a positive self-image, enabling them to make good choices
and continue to develop coping skills and strategies to increase resiliency. Our
community is committed to providing opportunities and resources in pursuit of
lifelong learning.

Guidance
Guidance intervention consists of check-ins, group and individual sessions, and
collaboration with the community and staff to ensure all students feel safe in their
environment. The counselor's role is to work with children on an individual basis or
in small group sessions, and consult with teachers, parents and school
administration.  The counselor helps children with many difficulties and
adjustments.  Children may be referred to the counselor by a teacher, the school
administration, the child's parents or guardian, or by a self- referral.  If it is felt that
the counseling will require more than one session, the counselor will request that
the parents or guardian sign a consent form for the counselor to continue seeing
the child.

What is SEL?

Social emotional learning (SEL) is the process through which children and adults
acquire and apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary for being a
healthy adult. This includes problem-solving skills, communication and
understanding, as well as teaching kids to embrace diversity and build healthy
relationships that will last well into adulthood. These tools will help guide our
students to manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show
empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships and make
responsible decisions. Guidance intervention consists of check-ins, group and
individual sessions, and collaboration with the community and staff to ensure all
students feel safe in their environment.

HOMEWORK
Homework assignments are very important as a follow-up of work done each
day in the classroom.  Students should be conscientious in completing



homework assignments and take pride in doing them neatly, accurately, and
consistently.

With the wide range of ages and abilities, it is impossible to tell you exactly how
much time must be spent each day on homework.  Students in grades 1-5 will
generally have some form of homework on a daily basis (reading, writing, math,
studying, etc.).  However, the following guidelines have been established by our
staff and should help you to determine if your child is completing his/her
homework assignments:

1.   Assignments in grades 1 and 2 will take approximately 10-20 minutes
daily.

2.   Grades 3 through 5 assignments will take approximately 30 minutes daily.

4.   Long term assignments, such as reports, compositions, projects,
etc., are considered above and beyond regular homework
assignments.

5.   Assignments are expected to be completed and returned on their
due date.

6.   Your guidance and assistance during the completion of homework is
encouraged.

Weekly Communication
Important school information will be shared through Principal Email Blasts.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to our administrative or instructional staff with
any questions you may have.

NURSE’S OFFICE

The full-time nurse(s) at South Toms River Elementary are responsible for
many varied health related duties.  Any questions pertaining to health such as
immunizations, kindergarten registration requirements, contagious diseases,
etc. should be directed to the school nurse.  We ask you to consider the
following:

1.   The emergency information listed within the Parent Portal must be
completed by a parent/guardian each September. Emergency numbers
are essential and any changes should be changed within the Parent Portal
or  reported to the school office immediately, so that we may reach you
promptly in the event of a medical concern about your child.



2.   Actively ill children do not belong in school.  If your child has a fever or
active symptoms, such as recent vomiting, or diarrhea, keep him/her home.
3.   Please call the nurse’s office (732-505-5890, option 2) if your child is
home with a

contagious illness (COVID19, chicken pox, strep infection, pink eye, etc.).
4.   Some illnesses require a doctor’s note in order for the child to return to
school.  This doctor’s note may be brought in with your written absence note
or may be faxed to the school. (Fax #732-914-1861)
5.   Accidents that occur in school must be reported to the nurse's office

immediately.  If not reported by the child, the parent should do so. Call
732-505-5890, option 2.

Covid Safety

A district parent handbook will be shared with you in the next few days.  In
addition, please see our district website at trschools.com, under the hyperlink,
“TRSafeReturn,” located below, “Helpful Links.”  This link will be updated with
the latest information regarding Covid safety protocol.



ADMINISTERING MEDICATION
Pursuant to New Jersey State Law, all medications given to students can only
be administered by a certified school nurse or physician.  The administration
of medications to students in the Toms River Regional Schools will be
conducted under these specific rules:

1.   No medication, prescription or nonprescription (i.e.  Aspirin, Tylenol,
eye drops, etc.), will be given to a student by the school nurse unless it is
received in the original container and accompanied by a written physician
and parental/guardian request which MUST include:

Name of student                     Grade
Name of teacher                     Time to be taken
Name of physician                 Duration of use
Name of medication               Date and signature of
parent Dosage of medication            Date and signature
of physician

Any Known medication allergies

2.    All medications are to be held in the school nurse’s office, with the
parent/guardian assuming the responsibility for delivering and picking up
unused amounts when no longer needed.
3.    Prescription medication must be in the original pharmacy-labeled container.

4.     If a student needs an Inhaler  the Asthma Treatment Plan must be
completed by your pediatrician.

PERSONAL POSSESSIONS
Students are specifically requested not to bring to school large sums of money,
expensive jewelry, or toys.  The school can assume no responsibility in the event
of their loss, damage or theft. TRADING CARDS, ELECTRONIC GAMES, IPADS,
IPODS, AND CELL PHONES often interfere with the school’s ability to educate,
and they are not permitted out while on school grounds unless approved by the
classroom teacher.

INTERVENTION AND REFERRAL SERVICES
The Intervention and Referral Services (I&RS) Committee provides academic
and/or behavioral assistance to individual students through a problem-solving
group that consists of social workers, Board Certified Behavior Analysis, teachers,
counselors and administrators.  Multi-tiered systems of supports provide a



framework of interventions that allow students to progress towards individualized
goals. Families are invited to become active members of the committee as plans
are developed and progress monitoring is reviewed.  Students are encouraged to
take steps in becoming independent learners through using goal sheets to
complete classroom tasks.  School resources such as counseling and other
related services will also be provided if necessary.

STANDARD BASED REPORT CARD / ASSESSMENT
Standards-Based Report Card
A standards-based report card provides a measure of how well each student does
in relation to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  One benefit of a
standards-based report card is that it provides a comprehensive snapshot of each
students’ strengths and weaknesses.  The report card is designed to inform you
about your child’s progress.

Throughout each trimester, learning targets are routinely assessed.  Teachers use
assessment results to track student’s progress, give appropriate feedback, and
adapt instruction to meet individual needs including remediation and enrichment.
Standards-based grading provides a framework to regularly measure student
progress.

Report Card/ Progress Report  Dates

Trimest
er

Trimester
Start
Date

Trimester
End
Date

Progress
Report

Parent Portal
Open

Report Card
Parent
Portal
Open

Semester
Days

1st Sept 8 Dec 23 Nov 12 Jan 14 68

2nd Jan 3 Mar 18 Feb 18 Apr 1 53

3rd Mar 21 June 20 May 13 Jun 20 59

Approach to Assessment

Common Benchmark Assessments have been created for all elementary schools
to establish a baseline.  Using this data, our teachers are able to assess how well
our students are doing and then can adjust instruction accordingly.  Our students
will, in turn, have a concrete way to measure their own progress.  They will be able
to set achievable goals and make plans to successfully improve their performance.



Additional assessment strategies will be used throughout the trimesters.  These
multiple methods will provide data that can be combined with classroom
participation and the teacher’s own observations.  Student involvement is an
important component of student learning. Assessments are an intrical part of
growing students as they progress through their learning path.

TAKING CHILDREN OUT OF
SCHOOL
It is highly recommended that eye, dental, and medical appointments be
scheduled after school hours.  Realizing however, that this is not always
possible and that emergencies may arise.  Please know that pursuant to New
Jersey law, students must attend school for four (4) hours in order to be
counted as present.  If you sign your child out prior to 12:45 P.M. during the
school day for any reason, it is considered an absence.

VISITORS - Visitors may only gain access to the school after first ringing the
outside bell and presenting themselves for video identification. Once
identification has been made, office personnel will “buzz” the visitor in through
the main entrance.

ALL PARENTS, GUARDIANS, AND VISITORS, UPON ENTERING THE BUILDING
FOR ANY REASON, MUST IMMEDIATELY REPORT TO THE MAIN OFFICE.

Our personnel will be available to assist you.  For student safety and
uninterrupted class routine, unauthorized visitors are not permitted to go
through the building to classrooms.  Should the need arise for something to be
brought in for a student, please bring it to the Main Office where your child will
be called to receive it.  Please have each item labeled with the student's name
and room number.  Money should be in a sealed envelope.


