APUSH Summer Assignment
2021
Please complete the following packet.


ALL work is due the First Day of School



ALL work must be hand-written. (Please write NEATLY)



Please put Part I (Multiple Choice Questions) responses on the google form.



Please put Part II responses (LEQ) on a separate sheet of paper. Attach LEQ rubric with
name on top of response.



Please be prepared for the quiz mentioned in Part III on the First Day of School.

PART I
Please complete attached MC test on the google form.

PART II
Please choose ONE (1) of the following LEQ on a separate piece of loose-leaf paper.
Attach the LEQ rubric to your response. Please turn in your response with the rubric on top of
your essay,
In your response, you should do the following:
 Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line
of reasoning
 Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt
 Support an argument in response to the prompt using specific and relevant examples of
evidence
 Use historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, causation, continuity or change over time) to
frame or structure and argument that addresses the prompt.
 Use evidence to collaborate, qualify or modify an argument that addresses the prompt.
1- Evaluate the extent to which the rise of big business fostered change in the regards to the
rights of industrial workers between 1870 & 1900.
2- Evaluate the extent to which the rise of big business fostered change in the plight of US
farmers between 1870 and 1900.

PART III
Please study the following prompts and be prepared to answer them on a quiz the first day of
school. You will be given 2 of the 6 to answer on the first day of school. (Do not hand in responses
to these questions)
Suggested time: 12 minutes
Directions: Read the question below carefully and write your response on the free-response
answer sheet.
Use complete sentences; an outline or bulleted list alone is not acceptable. You may plan your
answers on this exam page, but only your response on the free-response answer sheet will be
scored.
1. Answer parts a, b, and c.
A) Briefly explain ONE example of how mass culture remained consistent during the period 1950
to 1980.
B) Briefly explain ONE example of how mass culture changed during the period 1950 to 1980.
C) Provide and explain ONE historical example and explain how it demonstrates that changes OR
continuities were more important for mass culture during the period 1950 to 1980.
2. Answer parts a, b, and c.
A) Briefly explain why ONE of the following developments best represents the cause of the Civil
War in the United States.
Abolitionism
Mexican-American War
Kansas-Nebraska Act
B) Provide at least ONE example of a specific historical event or development to support your
explanation in part (a).
C) Briefly explain why ONE of the other options is not as persuasive as the one you chose in part
(a).
3. Answer parts a, b, and c.
A) Explain how ONE specific technological innovation affected the development of agriculture in
the first half of the nineteenth century.
B) Explain how ONE specific technological innovation (different from what you selected in part
a) affected the development of manufacturing in the first half of the nineteenth century.
C) Explain ONE specific effect of the technological innovation you selected in parts a or b on one
of the following regions in the United States during the first half of the nineteenth century.
North
South
West

4. “’[T]he European pioneers were accompanied and often preceded by their domesticated
animals, walking sources of food, leather, fiber, power, and wealth…. To a certain extent, the
success of Europeans as colonists was automatic as soon as they put their tough, fast, fertile, and
intelligent animals ashore. The latter … sought out their own sustenance, improvised their own
protection against the weather, [and] fought their own battles against predators.”
Alfred W. Crosby, historian, 1988.
“For all the calamities that came in the long run, European contact at first offered American Indian
peoples many opportunities and advantages. Old World technologies provided a range of trade
goods that brought vast improvements to everyday life. … What was arguably the greatest
contribution, however, was not made of metal but of flesh and blood—the horse. Its effects,
especially on western tribes, were truly revolutionary. It altered their material lives, rearranged
their relations with their environments, and fed a burst of power and affluence.”
Elliott West, historian, 2009.
Using the excerpts above, answer a, b and c.
A) Briefly explain ONE major similarity between Crosby’s and West’s historical interpretations.
B) Briefly explain ONE major difference between Crosby’s and West’s historical interpretations.
C) Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 1491–1607, not explicitly mentioned in the
excerpts, could be used to support Crosby’s OR West’s interpretation.

5. “The era of emancipation and Republican rule did not lack enduring accomplishments. The tide
of change rose and then receded, but it left behind an altered landscape. The freedmen’s political
and civil equality proved transitory, but the autonomous black family and a network of religious
and social institutions survived the end of Reconstruction. Nor could the seeds of educational
progress planted then be entirely uprooted. . . . Without Reconstruction, it is difficult to imagine
the establishment of a framework of legal rights enshrined in the Constitution that, while flagrantly
violated after 1877, created a vehicle for future federal intervention in Southern affairs.
Nevertheless, whether measured by the dreams inspired by emancipation or the more limited goals
of securing blacks’ rights as citizens and free laborers and establish an enduring Republican
presence in the South, Reconstruction must be judged a failure.”
Eric Foner, historian, 1988.
“Viewed from the standpoint of 1865 the rate of literacy for blacks increased by 200 percent in
fifteen years and by 400 percent in thirty-five years. This was significant change. Or take another
set of educational data: in 1860 only 2 percent of the black children of school age in the United
States were attending school. By 1880 this had increased to 34 percent. . . . Or consider the question
of land ownership. . . . In 1865 few blacks owned land in the South. But by 1880, 20 percent of
the black farm operators owned part or all of the land they farmed (the rest were renters or
sharecroppers). By 1910, 25 percent of the black farmers owned land. . . . The events of the 1860s
in the United States . . . deserve the label revolution. It also was followed by a counterrevolution,
which combined white violence in the South with a revival of the Democratic party in the North
and a growing indifference of northern Republicans toward the plight of southern blacks. The
counterrevolution overthrew the fledgling experiment in racial equality. But it did not fully restore
the old order.”
James McPherson, historian, 1990.
Using the excerpts above, answer parts a, b, and c.
A) Briefly explain ONE specific historical difference between Foner’s and McPherson’s
interpretations.
B) Briefly explain how ONE specific historical event or development from the period 1862–1877
not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts could be used to support Foner’s interpretation.
C) Briefly explain how ONE specific historical event or development from the period 1862–1877
not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts could be used to support McPherson’s interpretation.

6. “The Columbian connection had a devastating effect on the indigenous human societies of the
Americas. . . . New disease vectors suddenly introduced into the vulnerable populations of the New
World began a sequence of horrific pandemics. Rapidly spreading infectious disease devastated
indigenous peoples of the New World. It thinned their numbers, destroyed their institutions, and
broke their resistance to Spanish aggression. . . . Demographic recovery after major pandemics
was hindered by reduced fertility, stillbirths, and other physical effects, as well as by cultural
depression, hopelessness, and malaise resulting from Spanish colonial domination.”
John R. Richards, The Unending Frontier, 2006.
“The New World provided soils that were very suitable for the cultivation of a variety of Old
World products, . . . The increased supply lowered the prices of these products significantly,
making them affordable to the general population for the first time in history. The production of
these products also resulted in large inflows of profits back to Europe, which some have argued
fueled the Industrial Revolution and the rise of Europe. The Old World gained access to new crops
that were widely adopted. . . . The improvement in agricultural productivity . . . had significant
effects on historic population growth and urbanization.”
Nathan Nunn and Nancy Qian, “The Columbian Exchange,” 2010.
Using the excerpts above, answer parts a, b, and c.
A) Briefly explain ONE specific historical difference between Richards’s and Nunn and Qian’s
interpretations.
B) Briefly explain how ONE specific historical event or development not explicitly mentioned in
the excerpts could be used to support Richards’s interpretation.
C) Briefly explain how ONE specific historical event or development not explicitly mentioned in
the excerpts could be used to support Nunn and Qian’s interpretation.

