
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

As we prepare for the upcoming school year, we would like to inform you of the implementation of Board 
Policy #5516 – Student Use of Internet-Enabled Devices, which has been adopted by the Toms River 
Regional Schools Board of Education in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:36-40b. This New Jersey law 
requires all public school districts to establish and implement policies governing student use of 
internet-enabled devices during the school day, beginning with the 2026–2027 school year. 

The legislation was enacted to promote learning environments that maximize student engagement, reduce 
instructional distractions, encourage meaningful interpersonal interactions, and support the overall 
well-being of students. In alignment with these state requirements, Board Policy #5516 establishes 
consistent expectations for the responsible use of internet-enabled devices, ensuring that our classrooms 
remain focused on teaching, learning, and student success. 

What This Means for Students 

Beginning this school year, students will not be permitted to use personal internet-enabled 
devices—including cell phones, smartwatches, tablets, or similar devices—during the school day. This is 
a bell-to-bell expectation, meaning devices must remain off and stored from the start of the school day 
until dismissal. This includes instructional time, passing periods, and lunch. 

District-issued devices will continue to be used for educational purposes as directed by teachers. 

Why This Change? 

Research and experience continue to show that limiting personal device use during the school day helps 
students: 

●​ Stay focused and engaged in learning. 
●​ Increase meaningful interactions with peers and staff. 
●​ Reduce distractions and classroom disruptions. 
●​ Support student mental health and well-being. 
●​ Strengthen a positive school climate. 

Our goal is not simply to remove phones—it is to maximize opportunities for learning, collaboration, and 
personal growth. 

Communication During the School Day 

We understand that parents occasionally need to communicate with their children during the school day. If 
an urgent need arises, please contact your child's school office. School staff will promptly relay important 
messages or arrange for your child to contact you if necessary. 



Likewise, if a student needs to reach a parent during the school day, they may do so through the main 
office. 

Student Accommodations 

The law recognizes that some students require access to an internet-enabled device due to medical, 
educational, or other approved needs. Accommodations may continue to be provided for students with: 

●​ Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 
●​ Section 504 Plans 
●​ Approved health plans 
●​ Other circumstances permitted under state law 

Families who believe their child may qualify for an accommodation should contact their school principal 
for additional information regarding the application process. 

Consequences for Policy Violations 

Students are expected to comply with the district's internet-enabled device policy throughout the school 
day. Violations of the policy will be addressed in accordance with the Toms River Regional Schools Code 
of Student Conduct. While our initial focus will be on reinforcing expectations, repeated violations may 
result in progressive disciplinary consequences as outlined in the Code of Student Conduct. 

Our Partnership 

We know that adjusting to a new routine may take time, and we appreciate your support in helping your 
child understand these expectations before the school year begins. Families play an essential role in 
reinforcing responsible technology habits, and together we can create learning environments where 
students are fully present, engaged, and connected with those around them. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and support as we implement this important initiative. We look 
forward to a successful school year focused on providing every student with the best possible learning 
experience. 
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