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By: Mrs. Coles, Grade 1 Teacher 

 
It was so nice to meet you at our Back to              

School Night! It is always wonderful when we        
have such a great turnout. 

The first graders have been busy bees        
practicing their letters and their sounds. We       
began the year as a review of kindergarten and         
now that it is October we are in full swing with           
first grade work. The students have started       
Daily Five and literacy center work. The main        
goal is to grow readers. All of the students have          
been leveled and know    
how to choose a just     
right book for them. To     
encourage reading at   
home please complete   
the reading logs   
weekly. The more your    
child reads the better    
success he or she will     
have. We are also very excited for Ready Math         
this year. The students love going on the        
chromebooks to practice skills. We will be       
giving you passwords and your child can       
continue their practice at home. 

Thank you for making sure your child is         
prepared for school each day. We are busy all         
day long so a good night’s rest and a nutritious          
breakfast is a great way to start the day. We are           
so excited to be working with your child this         
year.  Thank you for your support. 
 
 

 
Monday, October 8:  

No School for Students 
 

Thursday, October 25: 
 Early Dismissal for Students at 1:55 PM 

 

 
 

 

  
 

by Mr. Osborn, Grade 2 Teacher  
 

       The second graders are through 
the first month of the first trimester and 
are looking forward to Halloween. 
We’ve started to tackle another school 
year and are already learning many 
new things. 
     We’ve spent Ready Math lessons 
studying addition, number bonds, 
counting, and fact families. We’re 
discussing and solving equations, 
number models, and word problems.  
     We’re reading and discussing 
stories about friendship, courtesy, and 
character. Spend a few minutes 
reading and discussing your favorite 
books together each day at home. 
When reading aloud, discuss story 
elements, key details, and personal 
connections to the stories. 
     Every day we work on spelling and 
grammar to help develop complete 
ideas in sentences. Please reinforce 
name and dates on papers, neatly 
formed letters, and spacing between 
words. In Science we are investigating 
changes to earth's surface including 
landforms and erosion.  We also have 
begun learning 
about maps and 
where we live in 
social studies. 
      If any family 
member has the 
time, please 
inquire about 
coming to read 
at CARE time on Thursday afternoons 
or another convenient time.     The 
teachers are looking forward to 
meeting the parents again at 
November Conferences. Until then, 
enjoy the cooler, drier autumn weather, 
and the colorful season. 

 
 

 

 
 

by: Mrs. McCabe, Grade 3 Teacher
 

The third grade students in Mrs. McCabe’s,        
Mrs. Seiler’s, and Ms. Fell’s classes are off to a          
great start! While adjusting to new routines and        
procedures, the students are developing skills      
and practicing previously taught concepts.  

In Language Arts, we are completing the        
Launching Unit of Reader’s Workshop. We are       
currently building reading stamina, making     
connections to text, and responding to our       
reading using various strategies. In our writing       
curriculum Write Now Right Now, we are       
working on developing complete sentences and      
learning the steps in the writing process. These        
skills will help in the near future when we turn          
our focus to constructing opinion essays.      

 
In Social Studies this past month, the        

students learned about map skills, such as how        
to read lines of latitude and longitude and        
where the continents and oceans reside      
geographically. After we finish our unit in Social        
Studies, we will switch our attention to Science.        
Different types of weather and cloud formations       
will be the first topics of instruction.  

In Mathematics we have begun to       
implement Ready Math. Initially, all students      
completed an individualized skill diagnostic     
assessment on the chromebooks. This     
diagnostic allowed teachers and parents to      
have insight into what skills are already       
mastered and which need to be reinforced or        
introduced. As for the first math lessons, the        
new curriculum had us diving right into place        
value and multiplication. To help with fact       
fluency throughout the year, please be sure to        
have your child start practicing multiplication      
facts at home! 

It was so nice seeing and meeting so many          
of you at Back to School Night! Thank you to          
those who were able to attend and for your         
continued support. We are looking forward to a        
wonderful 2018-2019 school year! 
 
 



 
by: Mrs. Anderson, Kindergarten Teacher 

 
Our first month of kindergarten was a 
success.  The boys and girls have done a 
great job adjusting to our daily routine.  We 
continue to review classroom rules and 
procedure as well as center rules and proper 
indoor voices. We are working hard on 
earning tickets by doing things the “warrior 
way” respectful, responsible, and kind. Thank 
you to all who were able to attend Back to 
School Night.  
     Our readers workshop is up and running. 
We are continuing to work on building 
stamina for read to self.  The students should 
be practicing their high-frequency words 
daily.  The words are as followed: I, can, the, 
am, see, a. If you would like ideas on how to 
practice these at home search kindergarten 
high frequency words online.  Please 
continue reading with your child at home.  
     Our writers workshop is up and running. 
We are learning to be writers. Please 
remember a writing piece can be a picture, 
labels of letters, words, and a sentence. 
During the month of October, we will be 
working on writing personal narratives.  A 
personal narrative is focus on a small 
moment from your life.  Please try and 
discuss a small moment that happen to your 
child.  (Examples: Trip to the zoo, Birthday 
Party, Sleepover at Grandma, and Baking 
Cookies.) 
    Ready Math is up and running. We are 
working on numbers up to 5 and problem 
solving. Please reinforce at home the math 
workbook pages. You should have received 
a parent letter about our first skill on 
counting. You can look for this each week.  
     As well as academic, please practice 
zipping and buttoning coats along with tying 
shoes with your child at home.  As the 
weather gets cooler, please try to dress your 
child in layers.  
     Any questions or concerns please contact 
your child’s kindergarten teacher 
 

 
by: Mrs. Rettino,  Media & Technology teacher 

 
     We are off to a great start in Media and 
Technology.  Students in grades 4 and 5 
have already completed a Google Docs 
review project that showcased what they 
did over the summer.  Grades 2 and 3  will 
begin  to select books from the library. 
Please remind your child to keep their 
book in a safe place and return on their 
scheduled  day.    Watch for information 
coming home shortly about how to access 
Google Classroom from home. 

 
by: Mrs. Steuer, Fifth Grade Teacher 

 
 The 5th Grade Students  
Lead the Warrior Way! 

 Respectful, Responsible, Kind 
 

     Our year kicks off with Ready Math and 
iReady which will allows students to have an 
individualized learning plan in math. 
Students are encouraged to utilize I-Ready 
Instruction at home each night to strengthen 
their skills.  
     Students will be focusing on basic writing 
skills, through the use of graphic organizers, 
with an emphasis on planning.  
     Our reading unit begins with the novel 
Shiloh focusing on the elements of fiction 
including plot, characters, setting, conflict, 
and resolution. During discussions, students 
continue to make ongoing predictions and 
study characters, while supporting their 
thinking with specific text evidence.  Please 
continue to reinforce independent reading at 
home.  

     In Social 
Studies, we will be 
studying 
Christopher 
Columbus, and 
other explorers and 
conquistadors of 
early America. 

Students will participate in discussions and 
hand-on activities while learning how our 
Country came to be.  Mystery Science 
continues to be a favorite, while actively 
engaging our 5th grade students in hands 
on activities they explore. We begin with 
learning about our Ecosystem. 
We look forward to a successful year with 
your child! 

 

  
by: Mrs. Finkelstein, Vocal Music Teacher 

 
WSS Vocal Music classes are filling our         

school with song. Students in Grades K –        
5 sing, move, and play a variety of        
classroom instruments in our music room!      
We started our year reviewing patriotic      
songs and are now singing seasonal      
songs in addition to learning songs from       
our music textbook “Making Music”.     
Everyone is working hard improving their      
musical listening skills which in turn will       
help improve listening skills in other      
subjects and at home. Encourage your      
child to listen to music at home and        
discuss what you hear.  
 

by: Mrs. Seitz, Grade 4 Teacher 
 

Fourth grade is off to a fantastic        
start! We were pleased to meet so       
many family members during our Back      
to School Night on September 11th      
and are looking forward to the new       
school year. Summer Book Projects     
were amazing! Thank you for     
encouraging your child to read over the       
summer. Fourth grade classes have     
spent time getting to know each other       
and create a community atmosphere in      
our classrooms. Morning Meeting is     
quickly becoming a beloved part of our       
school day! We are excited to begin       

Ready Math,  
and have  
already had  
wonderful 
conversations 
about our math   
thinking. It is   
remarkable to  
hear the many   
strategies 
students use to   
get a math   
answer. Frindle  

is the novel we are reading to launch        
Reading Workshop. It truly is a class       
favorite! Be sure to ask what a frindle        
is. Introducing map skills and     
completing our interactive foldables    
has been our focus in Social Studies.       
In addition, we are looking forward to       
continuing with our favorite science     
guy, Doug, as we work through      
Mystery Science this year! Thank you      
for your support in getting the      
2018-2019 school year up and running!      
Happy Fall:) 
  
 

Music Continued….. 
Listen, sing and move to music        

together-it’s an enjoyable subject to     
share with your child.Our 4th and      
5th grade students are starting     
rehearsals for our Winter Chorus     
Concert which will be on January      
15, 2019. Permissions slips will be      
accepted until Oct. 5 for any      
interested 4th or 5th grader. Join      
the fun-sing with our Chorus! We      
are looking forward to performing for      
our school and parents in January.      
We hope to see you then.  
 

 
 



 

 

by: Mrs. Bailey, Advanced Math Teacher 
 

       This year Washington Street and the 
other Toms River elementary schools are 
once again offering an Advanced Math 
program for fifth grade students.  Students 
were selected for the program based on 
multiple measures including the iReady 
Diagnostic they took in June, PARCC scores 
and report card grades.  Students in the 
Advanced Math program will work on both 
the fifth grade math standards, and the major 
clusters of the sixth grade standards.  Our 
goal is to prepare the Advanced Math 
students for continued acceleration in their 
math studies. 
     The Advanced Math class meets every 
day as a replacement for the math instruction 
in the student’s regular classroom.  We will 
be using the Ready Math program, and will 
utilize the fifth grade and sixth grade texts, as 
well as the online iReady program.  I am 
looking forward to a wonderful year! 
 

 

By: Mrs.Weltner, Resource Room Teacher  
     We are off to a great start to the new 
school year! The children have been 
excited to earn tickets for demonstrating 
behavior that is responsible, respectful, 
and kind (The Warrior Way).  In reading, 
students are working on reviewing letters, 
letter sounds and sight words. We are 
also working on writing sentences and 
remembering to start each sentence with 
a capital letter and ending sentences with 
a period. In math, we are working on 
addition and subtraction number stories. 
Please remember to check your child’s 
folder everyday for homework and sign 
their daily report. We will have a test on 
sight words every Friday. Please be sure 
to review the sight words with your child 
that is sent home at the beginning of each 
week. Thank you for all your support at 
home! I’m looking forward to a great year 
of learning and growing together! 

 

 

 
by: Mrs. Arias,  Certified School Nurse 

 
  1) All medications, even 
over-the-counter medications (cough 
drops) used in school require a 
Doctor's order. NO STUDENT IS 
PERMITTED TO CARRY 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL. 
ASTHMATICS ARE ONLY 
PERMITTED TO CARRY THEIR 
INHALERS AND SELF-MEDICATE IF 
THERE IS AN ASTHMA ACTION 
PLAN ON FILE IN THE NURSE'S 
OFFICE.  IF YOUR CHILD HAS A 
CHRONIC CONDITION REQUIRING 
MEDICATION USAGE IN SCHOOL, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE NURSE'S 
OFFICE FOR A PERMISSION TO 
MEDICATE FORM.  THIS FORM 
MUST BE SIGNED BY THE 
PARENT/GUARDIAN AND 
COMPLETED BY THEIR PHYSICIAN. 
 2) If your child should become injured 
and require crutches, a Doctor's order 
for crutch use in school must also be 
provided. 
3) Only 3 Gym excuses with a parent 
note/school year are acceptable.  Any 
gym excuses lasting more than 3 days 
must be followed up with a doctor’s 
note. 
 4) Please keep your child home from 
school if they have a temperature of 
100 or more, have an unidentifiable 
rash, an uncontrollable phlegm-laden 
cough, copious nasal discharge, 
vomiting, or diarrhea.  These guidelines 
will help to protect our school 
population from unnecessary sickness 
and help insure a productive school 
day for your child/children. Kindly send 
in a parent note/MD note (if applicable) 
with the reason for their absence. 
 5) Please notify the nurse if your child 
had acquired any contagious diseases. 
For example:  chicken pox, measles, 
mumps, shingles, impetigo, strep 
throat, fifth disease, coxsackie or 
whooping cough.  Kindly notify the 
nurse of scabies and lice as well. 
 6) PLEASE UPDATE ME WITH ANY 
CHANGES IN YOUR CHILD'S 
HEALTH, (New Meds, New Diagnosis) 
SO THAT I MAY ADEQUATELY MEET 
THEIR HEALTH CONCERNS NEEDS. 
 

 

Basic Skills 
 

By: Mrs Healy, Basic Skills Title I Teacher 
 

     We’re off to a great start with LLI 
(Leveled Literacy Intervention Program) 
in Language Arts Basic Skills! Our small 
groups have been focusing on letter 
sounds, high frequency words, 
comprehension, and writing simple 
sentences.  Each student in the program 
has their own writing book which we use 
to respond to reading with a short 
sentence about the current story and 
they enjoy the opportunity to draw a 
picture to go along with their sentence. 
Students are working hard to complete 

these 
sentences on 
their own. Now 
would be a 
great time to 
start practicing 
commonly 
seen words 
with your 

children at home, whether it be a word 
game, computer game, or flashcards. 
Please remember to read the homework 
book each night with your child, and it is 
important that these books are returned 
to school.  As always, if you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to call 
or email me! It is a pleasure working with 
your children each day! 

 

Message from the Nurse's Office 
continued: 
 
7) The Child Nutrition and WIC 
Reauthorization Act of 2004 
required all Districts to establish 
local school wellness policies. To 
promote a healthy school 
environment and for the protection 
of the abundance of our students 
with life threatening food allergies, 
we are requesting that any 
birthday/holiday treats be store 
purchased with a food label 
attached, rather than homemade i.e. 
fruit/vegetable trays, popcorn, 
pretzels, yogurt, cupcakes, cookies, 
ice-cream cups. As always, I 
appreciate the support of our WSS 
Community.  If you have any 
questions/and or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. Thank 
you for your understanding and 
cooperation in helping to keep our 
students safe. 
Looking forward to a healthy, 
productive year with your 
child/children. 
 

 

 



 
By: Senora Rivas, Spanish  Teacher  

      Spanish class started on a great note this 
year with our 5th grade conversation activity. 
The students are working in pairs and 
learning how to ask and answer questions in 
target language. In addition,we will be 
discover  Peru and Argentina this fall. 
Students will create passports in Spanish and 
write interesting facts about places, cultures, 
and traditions of South America. Our 4th 
graders are now in Unit 1, they will learn 
about  fruits in Spanish. Also, he/she will 
learn to tell his/her preferences and describe 
their favorite fruit in Spanish. Students will 
write and draw their favorite fruit using 
important words such as ‘Me gusta’ I like or 
‘No me gusta’ I don’t like or ‘Mi fruta  favorita’ 
my favorite fruit. Unit 1 -Note to parents will 
be sent home in October covering our 
vocabulary, adjectives, and optional Do 
Anytime Activities such as make a pretend 
Menu in Spanish and bring it to class. n 
addition, your child will learn about the 
important history of the Mexican holiday Dia 
de los Muertos/ Day of the Dead. By the end 
of the year, he/she will have a rich vocabulary 
to describe foods including fruits and 
vegetables. Most importantly, your child will 
have a positive outlook on different cultures 
and traditions. Thanks for your support!  
 
 

The Warrior Way 
by: Mrs. Seitz,  Warrior Way Team Leader 

 
 

The Warrior Way is a positive behavior support 
system that has been implemented at Washington 
Street Elementary School. To introduce students to 
The Warrior Way and our school wide expectations, 
The Warrior Way 
committee had its 
Warrior Way Pep 
Rally on Friday, 
September 14. All 
staff members at 
Washington Street 
Elementary have 
tickets to recognize 
students for 
demonstrating 
positive behavior in 
all areas of our 
building. When students receive a ticket, they are to 
write their name on it and put it in the classroom 
container. Containers will be in the cafeteria on 
Fridays, and during lunches, student tickets will be 
pulled for prizes. We already had some very excited 
winners at our Warrior Way Pep Rally! All tickets will 
be placed in a larger container so that our whole 
school can celebrate! If your child comes home and 
tells you they received a ticket, be sure to ask how 
they were recognized for demonstrating The Warrior 
Way. 

 
 

TOMS RIVER REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NONDISCRIMINATION/SEXUAL 

HARASSMENT POLICY 

Federal law prohibits educational program 
and employment discrimination on the basis 
of gender (Title IX of the 1972 Education 
Amendments); handicap (Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973); age (Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967); 
and race, color, religion, gender, or national 
origin (Title VII Of The Civil Rights Act of 
1964). New Jersey Title 6 prohibits 
educational program and employment 
practices discrimination on the basis of race, 
creed, color, national origin, ancestry, age, 
marital status, affectional or sexual 
orientation, gender, religion, disability or 
socioeconomic status. Also, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act is a Federal law that 
bars discrimination on the basis of disability. 

     The Toms River Regional Board of 
Education does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, creed, color, national origin, 
ancestry, age, marital status, affectional or 
sexual orientation (real or perceived), 
gender, religion, disability or socioeconomic 
status in its educational programs, 
vocational programs or employment 
practices in accordance with the applicable 
statutes. 

     In addition, the Board of Education is 
committed to maintaining an instructional 
and working environment that is free from 
harassment of any kind. It shall be a 
violation of this policy for students to harass 
other students, or for students to harass 
staff members, or for staff members to 
harass students through conduct or 
communications of a sexual nature. 

     Sexual harassment is a violation of state 
and federal laws. It has been defined under 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission as unwelcome sexual 
advances, requests for sexual favors and 
other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual 
nature.  

     Findings of sexual harassment will result 
in disciplinary action which may include 
parental conference, suspension (either in- 
or out-of-school), and/or a report with the 
Toms River Police Department and any 
other disciplinary action deemed necessary 
and appropriate by the Superintendent of 
Schools/Board of Education. 

  

 

 

 

The board shall annually appoint a member 
of the staff as the affirmative action officer 
who form an affirmative action team, of 
whom the affirmative action officer is a 
member. The affirmative action officer must 
have New Jersey certification with and 
administrative, instructional, or education 
endorsement. 

     The role of the affirmative officer will be 
to investigate alleged discriminatory 
conduct, provide conflict resolution 
counseling, conduct comprehensive training 
in discrimination and harassment laws and 
promote the principles of inclusion, diversity, 
and equal employment opportunity. 

     The Toms River Regional Board of 
Education has non-discrimination/affirmative 
action policies and a grievance procedure 
whereby any student, parent, teacher, 
administrator, or member of the community 
who has a grievance (a complaint of 
discrimination or harassment) may present 
such grievance for consideration. These 
policies and grievance procedures are 
available in the Office of the Superintendent 
of Schools, in the Principal's Office at each 
school, and in the district Affirmative Action 
Office. 

     Inquiries regarding compliance with 
nondiscrimination laws may be directed to: 

Ms. Wendy Rozwadowski Dravis 

 District Affirmative Action Officer  

50 Blue Jay Drive Toms River, N.J. 08755 

(732) 505-5920 wdravis@trschools.com 

 

Ms. Norma DeNoia  

504 Coordinator  

1144 Hooper Avenue Toms River, NJ 08753 (732) 
505-5561 ndenoia@trschools.com 

 

Ms. Kelly Kernasovic 

 District Affirmative Action Officer 

 500 West Earl Court Toms River, NJ 08753 

kkernasovic@trschools.com  

(732) 505-5910 

 

U.S. Department of Education for Civil Rights, Region II 
(for federal laws) 

 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor New York, NY 10005-2500 

 (646) 428-3900 

 

'N.J. Division on Civil Rights  

140 E. Front Street, 6th Floor 

 PO Box 090 Trenton, NJ 08625-0090  

(609) 292-4605 

 



 

 


