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By: Mrs. Anderson, Kindergarten Teacher 
 

Our first few months of kindergarten have         
been very successful. The boys and girls       
have done a great job adjusting to our daily         
routine. We continue to review classroom      
expectations and procedures as well as      
center routines and proper indoor behavior.      
We are working hard on earning tickets by        
doing things the “warrior way” respectfully,      
responsibly, and kindly. Thank you to all who        
were able to attend parent-teacher     
conferences.  

Our reader’s workshop is up and running.        
We are continuing to work on building       
stamina for read to self. The students should        
be practicing their high-frequency words     
daily. Please refer to the kindergarten sight       
word list given out at back to school night. If          
you would like ideas on how to practice these         
at home, search kindergarten high frequency      
words online. Please continue reading with      

your child at home.  
 Our writer's workshop is    

creating little authors!   
We are learning to be     
writers. Please  
remember a writing   
piece can be a picture,     
labels of letters, words,    
and a sentence. During    
the month of October,    

we worked on an opinion piece. Our opinion        
piece talked about  our  favorite things to do. 

Our new math program iReady brings       
mathematical joy to our students. The skills       
are covered both online and in the classroom.        
We are working on numbers up to 10 and         
problem solving. The students work online a       
few times a week using school chromebooks.       
Please reinforce at home the math workbook       
pages. You should have received parent      
letters about the lessons covered in units 1        
and 2 discussing counting 0-10. 

As well as academic, please practice       
zipping and buttoning coats along with tying       
shoes with your child at home. As the        
weather gets cooler, please try to dress your        
child in layers. We look forward to many more         
days enjoying the curiosity of     
kindergarteners! 

 

 
 

By Mrs. Schweitzer, Grade 1 Teacher  
 

      It was nice to see so many of you at our 
Parent/Teacher Conferences!  Thank you 
for taking time out of your busy schedule to 
attend. It is always wonderful when we have 
such a great turnout. We have settled into 
our classroom routines and ask for your 
help in reminding the children to come to 
school ready to learn with quiet voices.  We 
are busy all day long so a good night’s rest 
and a nutritious breakfast is a great way to 
start the day.  
     We began the year as a review of 
kindergarten and now the students are 
ready to move forward with the Wonders 
program and explore their new books.  The 
teachers are working on finding reading 
levels for each student so they can choose 
their “just right” books.  To encourage 
reading at home please complete the 
Fall/Winter Book Club reading logs that 
were sent home.  The more your child reads 
the better success he or she will have.  
     We are very excited for the Ready 
Classroom Math program this year. 
Practicing math facts at home will be helpful 
as we will be working on them all year in 
class too.  We have already sent home 
passwords so that  your child can continue 
their practice at home. Please contact the 
teacher if you need another copy of the 
login/password. Students are currently 
learning about Light in Science.  They really 
enjoy the hands on activities provided 
through the Mystery Science program. 
 
     The First Graders had a blast at our Fall 
Pumpkin Patch activity in October.  Thank 
you to our generous PTO for donating the 
pumpkins so that each student could have 
one to bring home! 
 

 

 

 
By: Mr. Osborn, Grade 2 Teacher

 
Students are well into another school       

year and are already learning many new       
and exciting things in and out of the        
classroom. The second graders are     
nearing the end of November and are       
looking forward to Thanksgiving. We’ve     
spent math lessons studying addition,     
subtraction, and place value. We’re also      
solving addition and subtraction stories,     
figuring out various problems, and writing      
fact families, among other topics. We’ve      
read and discussed personal stories of      
kindness, friendship, and family and will      
read about the animals and their habitats.       
Every week we work on usage, grammar,       
and mechanics to help form sentences and       
construct paragraphs. Please review the     
weekly spelling lists, as well as vocabulary       
and word meanings. The additional     
practice will help strengthen these     
concepts. The boys and girls shouldn’t      
forget to work on their printing and read        
aloud to family members. We’ve studied      
weather, nature, and the Earth in science       
and are learning about needs and wants,       
and services and goods in social studies.       
Have your second grader tell you what       
they want to do for a living, where they live,          
and what their address is. We invite any        
family members to join us for CARE       
reading on Thursday afternoons or another      
convenient time. Please remember to save      
those Box Tops or scan receipts. The       
teachers had an enjoyable and informative      
time meeting the parents at November      
Conferences. November also brought    
Election Day on the 5th. We remembered       
and thanked our veterans on the 11th.The       
classes studied Thanksgiving, Native    
Americans, and enjoyed the crisp, colorful      
days of Autumn. December brings the      
anticipation and excitement of the holiday      
season. We will explore holiday traditions,      
write letters to Santa, and make New Year        
resolutions. Old Man Winter arrives on the       
21st. We wish everyone a Happy Holiday       
season, and a healthy and prosperous      
2020!  

 



 
 

By: Mrs. Seiler,  Grade 3 Teacher 
 

     The third grade students in Mrs. 
McCabe, Mrs. Bowes, and Mrs. Seiler’s, 
classes are off to a great start! While 
adjusting to new routines and 
procedures, the students are developing 
skills and practicing previously taught 
concepts.  
     In Language Arts, we are completing 
the Launching Unit of Reader’s 
Workshop. We are currently building 
reading stamina, making connections to 
text, and responding to our reading 
using various strategies. We have also 
started reading our first class novel titled 

“My Father’s 
Dragon.” In our 
writing curriculum 
Write Now Right 
Now, we are 
working on 
developing 
complete 
sentences and 
learning the steps 
in the writing 
process. These 

skills have helped us as we are now 
constructing opinion essays. 
     In Social Studies this past month, the 
students learned about map skills, such 
as how to read lines of latitude and 
longitude and where the continents and 
oceans reside geographically. In 
Science we began learning about the 
different types of weather and cloud 
formations. 
     In Mathematics we have begun 
working on multiplication strategies as 
well as solving word problems. Initially, 
all students completed an individualized 
diagnostic assessment on the 
chromebooks. This diagnostic allowed 
teachers to have insight into what skills 
are already mastered and which need to 
be reinforced or introduced. To help with 
fact fluency throughout the year, please 
be sure to have your child start 
practicing multiplication facts at home! 
     It was so nice seeing and meeting 
with you at Parent/Teacher 
conferences! Thank you to those who 
were able to attend and for your 
continued support. We are looking 
forward to a wonderful 2019-2020 
school year! 

 

 
By: Mrs. Seitz, Grade 4 Teacher  

 
Fourth graders are off to a “fall-tastic” start!          

These first few months have found us settling        
into routines, making new friends, and      
providing exciting opportunities such as band,      
orchestra, and chorus. Reading Journey to      
the Center of the Earth and studying about        
volcanoes has us erupting with excitement!      
We are looking forward to continuing with our        
favorite science person, Doug, as we work       
through Mystery Science this year. Morning      
Meeting is a beloved part of our school day         
and allows us to create a sense of community         
in our classrooms. Writing Shining Star      
Responses has been a focus for us as we         
work to include text evidence when      
responding to a fiction comprehension     
question. Factors, multiples, composite and     
prime numbers, oh my! Building our math       
vocabulary, discussing strategies with    
partners, and connecting to new learning has       
us buzzing in math. Thank you for attending        
Back to School Night and conferences! We       
appreciate your support in getting the      
2019-2020 school year off to a wonderful       
start. We are thankful for all of you and wish          
you a wonderful holiday season! 
 

 

 
     By: Mrs. Rettino, Warrior Way Team Leader 

 
     The students of Washington Street 
Elementary school are proudly showing 
their Warrior Way!  The school wide 
ticket bin is filling up quickly with warrior 
way pink tickets.  The students have 
already reached their first school wide 
reward: Extra Recess!  They are now 
working toward Movie Day!  Keep 
following those Warrior Way 
Expectations! 
     Thank you to all who supported our 
first two fundraisers: Warrior Way Spirit 
Wear and Gobbling Good Behavior 
Pencil Grams!  All proceeds go right 
back to student incentives.  
    Warrior Way Bingo Night is Thursday, 
December 5th  from 6:00 to 7:00 P.M.  If 
you have not reserved your spot, send in 
your form.  
Respectful, Responsible, Kind….  
The Warrior Way 

By: Mrs. Miraglia , Grade 5 Teacher 
 

   On behalf of the 5th grade teachers, we 
would like to thank all parents and 
guardians who were able to attend Back to 
School Night.  Please continue to 
encourage your child to review basic math 
facts, read on a daily basis, and to model 
Warrior Way expectations. 
     In the area of mathematics we continue 
to provide multiple strategies for students 
to use when problem solving.  As we begin 
Unit 2, students will be exploring place 
value of decimals and powers of ten. 
     Students just completed the class novel 
Shiloh, and are eager to watch the movie. 
We will begin our Unit on Tolerance with 
our class novel Wonder.   At this time, all 
students have been leveled and should 
continue to read their independent novel 
to build stamina and reading fluency. 
Students have been reviewing strategies 
to enhance their opinion essays, and at 
this time we are working on The Great 
HomeWork Debate. 
     In Science, students enjoyed collecting 
data on their mold terrariums. We continue 
to encourage the role of asking and 
answering questions used by scientists.  In 
the next few weeks, students will 
understand why America joined forces 
during WWI.  

Thank you for the continued 
support at home.  
 

 
By: Mrs. Buitrago, Spanish Teacher 

 
     Spanish started off great this year 
with a new music based program 
(Rockalingua) that has been integrated 
into the classroom activities.  This 
program is a great online tool that 
students can access at home and 
practice what we do in class.  I’m 
excited to share that the 5th grade 
classes are going to be doing several 
web quests about different Spanish 
speaking countries.  This allows 
students to learn and discover 
interesting facts about places, cultures, 
and traditions of South America. 

 
     Our 4th grade students have also 
been working really hard using the new 
music based program which 
incorporates stories, videos, songs, 
and interactive activities.  Your child 
learned about the important history of 
the Mexican holiday Dia de los 
Muertos/ Day of the Dead and enjoyed  

 



 

 
by: Mrs. Moreira, G&T Teacher

 
      As a chill begins to fill the air, learning 
continues to be an adventure at Washington 
Street! All students who step into room 511 
are provided academic enrichment 
opportunities in an environment that fosters 
the development of a growth mindset.  “In a 
growth mindset, people believe that their 
most basic abilities can be developed 
through dedication and hard work—brains 
and talent are just the starting point. This 
view creates a love of learning and a 
resilience that is essential for great 
accomplishment.” ( Carol Dweck, 2015)  The 
power of "yet" is the shift from "I can't" to "I 
can't yet."  Students recognize and 
appreciate that mistakes are a crucial part of 
the learning process. Students learn to take 
ownership of their education, take risks, and 
seek challenges.  These life skills help build 
a strong foundation for future challenges and 
experiences. 
     5th-grade advanced math students are 
self-motivated,  industrious, and persevering 
as they work daily to meet and/or exceed 
both 5th and 6th-grade math standards!  The 
5th-grade ELA students are exploring ancient 
Greek gods and goddesses while 
participating in a Percy Jackson & The Sea 
of Monsters by Rick Riordan book club. 
5th-graders will identify point of view of the 
novel and how it shapes the content and 
style of the text, while also exploring 
character development.  The book club will 
also read closely to determine what the text 
says explicitly and to make logical inferences 
and relevant connections from it.  
     Currently, our 4th-grade ELA students are 
participating in a book club on the novel The 

Big Wave by Pearl S. 
Buck.   The Big Wave is 
a  1948 novel that tells of 
two boys who learn 
about tragedy and 
building a new life  after 
their village is destroyed 
by a tidal wave.  The 
4th-graders are also 
building literacy skills 

through various nonfiction texts including 
personal survival recounts and informational 
text on Tsunamis.  
Our 3rd-graders are enthusiastic as they 
begin their author study featuring Chris Van 
Allsburg. 3rd-grade accelerated ELA 
students will provide insight into or raise 
questions about literary elements such as 
character, setting, conflict, and theme.  Some 
of the books we will study include The 
Sweetest Fig,  The Garden of Abdul Gasazi, 
The Widow's Broom, The Wreck of Zephyr, 
and Just a Dream.  
 

 

 
By: Ms. Grablauskas , Vocal Music and Strings Teacher 

 
    Tis’ the season for music making! Another 
school year has taken flight and students in 
music class have been working together to 
improve musical skills. As the fourth and fifth 
graders are preparing for an upcoming chorus 
concert, brave soloists have been auditioning 
in front of their class, and almost all of the 
students at WSS have learned to sing the 
songs that will be performed. The Winter 
Chorus Concert will be on January 30, 2020; 
hopefully everyone will sing along!  
     Kindergarten, first, and second graders 
have even learned sign language translations 
for some of the songs. Third graders have 
recently received their Native American Flutes 
as we are beginning to study Native American 
Culture in Art, Social Studies, and Music 
class. Students will soon combine drumming, 
rattling, singing, and dancing with their Native 
American Flute playing. 
     Fourth and fifth grade students of the band 
and orchestra are approaching their second or 
third month playing their new instruments. 
String players have learned to play and read 
notes on two strings and have also explored 
the bow. Exciting! Second year string players 
Elle Lotano, Maryn Demand, Katie Barrett, 
and Ella Yuro have been practicing advanced 
music as a string quartet. They sound 
awesome!  Students are very excited for the 
New Year as we will begin practicing in 
rehearsals with the full orchestra. Even the 
first year string players sound phenomenal! 
Keep practicing! 
      Looking ahead, Kindergarteners will be 
preparing songs for their Holiday Show in 
December, and first graders will soon be 
learning songs for their Winter Wonderland 
Show that will take place in the New Year. 
Students are very excited for what this  year 
will unfold in music class. Keep on singing 
and keep on playing! 

Gifted and Talented continued….. 
       Kindergartners, 1st-graders, and 2nd-graders 
are using their Detective Thinking with Dudley the 
Detective and friends in Crystal Ponds Woods! 
Students identified as being strong convergent 
thinkers are participating in small group Primary 
Education Thinking Skills lessons.  Trimester two, 
we will explore using the imaginative side of the 
brain as we focus specifically on 
divergent/creative thinking. Finally, students will 
explore spatial/visual thinking skills during the 
third trimester. 
     Stay tuned for the second half of the school 
year where the focus in academic enrichment will 
shift from ELA to math!  I am excited to continue 
to watch the Washington Street Warriors in room 
511 grow both academically and socially!   We 
have a wonderful year ahead. 
 

 

Spanish continued…... 
viewing online videos and pictures of 
this day being celebrated around 
Mexico.  Throughout the year we will 
cover various topics.   Some include 
fruits and vegetables and popular foods 
in Spanish Speaking countries.   By the 
end of the year, your child will have a 
rich vocabulary to describe foods. Most 
importantly, your child will have a 
positive outlook on different cultures, 
traditions and customs 

 

 
 

By: Mrs Tomitz, Basic Skills Title I Teacher 
 

   We are off to a great start with our 
LLI (Leveled Literacy Intervention) 
basic skills program!  Our small  groups 
have been learning the routines of the 
program and focusing on phonics, 
spelling, word study, high frequency 
words, comprehension,fluency, and 
writing sentences.  Each student has 
their own writing book in which 
students respond to reading with a 
short sentence or sentences  about our 
engaging stories.  Students also have 
the opportunity to draw an illustration to 
go along with their sentences. The 
students are working hard to write 
these sentences on their own using 
High Frequency words and/or letter 
sounds. Now is a great time to start 
practicing sight words at home whether 
it be 
noticing 
them when 
you are 
out and 
about, 
using 
flashcards, 
or games. 
Also, remember to read the Homework 
Book each night that is sent home in 
your child’s LLI folder and sign and 
return the next day.  Thank you for your 
support, and I truly enjoy working with 
your child each day!  

 

 
by: Ms. Stahl, Resource Room Teacher, 

 
We are very excited this year!  The 
students are making progress with our 
i-Ready Math lessons in the classroom 
and at home.  Please reinforce reading 
every night to help them with fluency 
and comprehension skills.  Wishing you 
all a Happy Holiday Season!! 

 



 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 


