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In honor of Teacher Appreciation Day on Tuesday, May 4, 2021, we would like to share an article
entitled, “The Heart of Teaching:  What It Means to Be a Great Teacher” by Rusul Alrubail

What does it mean to be a great teacher?  Of course credentials, knowledge, critical thinking, and all other
faculties of intelligence are important.  However, a great teacher should be much more than credentials,
experience and intelligence.

What lies in the heart of a great teacher?

You are Kind

A great teacher shows kindness to students, colleagues, parents, and those around her/him.  My favorite
saying is “kindness makes the world go around”.  It truly changes the environment in the classroom and school.
Being a kind teacher helps students feel welcomed, cared for, and loved.

You are Compassionate

Teaching is a very humanistic profession and compassion is the utmost feeling of understanding and showing
others you are concerned about them.  A compassionate teacher models that characteristic to the students
with her/his actions, and as a result students will be more open to understanding the world around them.

You are Empathetic

Empathy is such an important trait to have and to try to develop in ourselves and our students.  Being able to
put yourself in someone’s shoes and see things from their perspective can have such a powerful impact on our
decisions and actions.

You are Positive

mailto:jryan@trschools.com
mailto:kmelson@trschools.com
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRTGzi837TbKqpEjLPpvXu_Tsa4LvOrSh517axKFea3aQDAXvqXVIOBmsa9qEt1pCF6IIQR7WKppMHZ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://www.edutopia.org/profile/rusul-alrubail


Being a positive person is not an easy task.  Being a positive teacher is even harder when we’re always met with
problems with very limited solutions.  However, staying positive when it’s tough can have such a tremendous
positive impact on the students and everyone around us.  Looking on the bright side always seems to help
make things better.

You are a Builder

A great teacher bridges gaps and builds relationships, friendships, and a community.  Teachers always look to
make things better and improve things in and outside of the classroom.  Building a community is something a
great teacher seeks to do in the classroom and extends that to the entire school and its community.

You Inspire

Everyone looks at a great teacher and they want to be a better teacher, they want to be a better student, even
better, they want to be a better person.  A great teacher uncovers hidden treasures, possibilities and magic
right before everyone’s eyes.

To all our dedicated teachers at Washington Street Elementary School, we wish you a Happy Teacher
Appreciation Day.

#TRSafeReturn PLEASE COMPLETE the COVID FORM by 9:00 am
Parents of all in-person students are required to complete a daily COVID health screening in the
Parent Portal. Even if your child is absent on a scheduled in person school day,  parents should still
complete the covid form. The only excused absence is if your child(ren) are quarantined. COVID
Student Daily Screening Form COVID Student Daily Screening Form in Spanish

Arrival/Drop O� Procedure Reminder
Since Spring Break, we have seen an increased number of students arriving by car in the morning. In order to improve
our arrival/drop off procedures, I am asking that everyone be reminded of the following guidelines:

● While you are waiting to drop off your child, collect all belongings and “mask up” to speed up drop off when you arrive at
the curb.  Do not get out your car to assist with coats, backpacks, etc.

● Pull up as far as you can along the curb to make room for as many cars as possible.
● As soon as your child leaves the car, pull away from the curb.  There are staff members to monitor students as they enter

the building.

Take Home Meal KIts
Free Meals Program Transitions to Take-Home Meal Kit for all students Take Home Meal Kits will be provided for
every student at Washington Street Elementary School. Please let us know if you do not want your child to receive
one.

Ready 2 Rock Kindergarten is a workshop targeting parents of incoming kindergarten students for the 2021-2022
school year.  During this virtual presentation, parents will learn ways to incorporate math into their everyday lives, learn
about the phonics program, discuss and learn some multi-sensory strategies in order to strengthen and develop
reading skills, and learn ways to ease a child's anxiety about starting school.  Parents will be given notes to the
presentation, takeaways will be distributed and parents will be asked to complete a survey at the end of the
presentation. During each session, the families who are able to attend the workshop will be entered into a drawing to
win a special prize!

Access the flyer for the virtual Ready 2 Rock Kindergarten event here.  Check which date applies to you, and utilize the
link to join the workshop.

Preschool registration for 2021-2022 is now available!

Dates to Remember
Week of May 3, 2021 - students return to In-person learning 5 days a week
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Community Fliers:

Ocean County Emergency Rental Assistance Program

Digital Camp Invention Flyers
Camp Invention

YMCA COVID Parent Resource
YMCA Counseling and Social Services

Questions or Concerns
Please don’t hesitate to call the Main O�ce at 732-505-5910

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wXcGBGP61EjJUDsPPFRjfLOwqKLayPdF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1znGguo4y_JJpaHrMIhQCxzlgri5JcB6F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kL9UnBLea1WS55wgnQZk5uYWwotpwMzP/view?usp=sharing

